B Sun and Color Design A

Landieaping lo protect and eonderve Aullin i water
emonstration garden: Zilker Botanical Gardpen, 2_220 Barton Springs Road_ (Green Garden), Austin, TX
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This west-facing garden allows for vibrant
color throughout the growing season
while the evergreen cactus and yucca
provide year-round structure and interest.
It features some of Austin’s most versatile
and showy native plants.
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While the many native plants in this design require
less soil than non-natives you may want to

» Amend existing soil with 2-3” of compost
* Be sure that your total soil base is 6-8” deep

« If additional soil is needed, use a good qual-
ity soil mix (approximately 25% compost, 65%
loam and 10% sand)

Wartee Needd.

Once established, these plants require little to no
water. If plants look wilted, however, water thor-
oughly every 3-4 weeks if there is no rainfall

Hand-watering is recommended

~ If you must use an irrigation system...
Choose one with bubblers or drip irrigation
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Earth-WWite Gurdening Tios:

 Plant the right plant in the right
place based on sunlight required

Mulch all beds to retain water
and reduce weeds; decomposed
granite is a good alternative
mulch for the many native plants
in this design

Use St. Augustine grass only in
shaded areas

Reduce turf to meet your aes-
thetic or family needs because
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grass generally requires more
water and chemicals to maintain

Use pervious pavement that
allows water to soak into the
ground and/or the surrounding
landscape such as stone with-
out mortar, mulch or pervious
concrete

Use rainbarrels to capture and
reuse rainwater

For a driving or biking map to this and other demonstration gardens or for
more earth-wise gardening tips, visit www.growgreen.org

For water conserving tips and rebates, visit www.waterwiseaustin.org

www .growgreen.orq
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Mexican Feathergrass :
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