2016-2017 BUDGET QUESTION

Response to Request for Information

DEPARTMENT: Economic Development
REQUEST NO.: 231

REQUESTED BY: Tovo

DATE REQUESTED: 8/25/16

DATE POSTED: 8/30/16

REQUEST: Regarding Concept Menu item QoL1.12, $150,000 for Cultural Contracts: Did they
establish criteria for the applications? Where does that live online? How many applicants did
they receive? How did they promote the program?

RESPONSE:

The Economic Development Department (EDD) has established criteria for the Capacity
Building program. The guidelines for FY17 are posted on our website at
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/EGRSO/fyl7 cb guidelines v02.pdf.

In FY15 CAD received 20 applications requesting $256,480 in aggregate and awarded
$55,000 to 4 entities. In FY 16 CAD received 28 applications requesting $288,860 in
aggregate and awarded $171,100 to 17 entities. In FY 17 CAD received 34 applications
requesting $329,384 in aggregate and awarded $176,500 to 20 entities.

The program was promoted in EDD’s Cultural Arts Division’s (CAD) e-newsletter and the Cultural
Arts Facebook page. In addition, CAD offered three workshops in the community to generate
word of mouth communication.

The Arts Commission established the guidelines for all Cultural Arts Funding Programs. For the
Capacity Building Program, they did not want to prohibit access to the current cultural
contractors, as this program offers funding for activities that would not be eligible in our other
funding programs. Capacity Building is specifically designed to fund activities that will increase
the organizational capacity of an arts organization or an individual artist. None of our other
funding programs offer funding for organizational development, so the Commission felt it would
be appropriate to allow current cultural contractors to apply.

The funds used in our other cultural funding programs are specifically geared to support the
production and marketing of public events in Austin. Expenses allowed in the Capacity Building
Program (like hiring a consultant to help create a strategic plan for an organization) would not
be an eligible expense in any of our other funding programs.



