
2016‐2017	BUDGET	QUESTION	

Response	to	Request	for	Information	
	

DEPARTMENT: Economic Development    

REQUEST NO.: 237 

REQUESTED BY: Tovo 

DATE REQUESTED: 9/1/16 

DATE POSTED:  9/6/16 

REQUEST:  Please provide a list of the cultural contracts and the amount of funding for each 
included in the FY 2017 Proposed Budget of the Community Development Incentives Fund. 
Additionally, please provide the details and criteria used to select these contracts. 

 

RESPONSE: 

The following is a list of the FY 2017 contracts to be awarded under the Capacity Building 
Program. 

APPLICANT FY 2017 ALLOCATION 
allgo  $15,000 
Amphion Youth Choir  $7,500 
Amy Morrow  $5,700 
Asian American Resource Center  $7,000 
 *Austin Asian American Film Festival $7,000  
Austin Creative Alliance  $7,500 
 *Glass Half Full Theatre $7,500  
Big Medium  $45,716 
 *Big Medium/Alejandra Almuelle $7,500  
 *Big Medium/Colby Brinkman $7,500  
 *Big Medium/Dimension Gallery $10,000  
 *Big Medium/Nick Schnitzer $7,500  
 *Big Medium/Olaniyi Rasheed Akindiya $7,500  
 *Big Medium/Terra Goolsby $5,716  
Girls Rock Austin  $10,000 
Hispanic Alliance for the Performing Arts   $15,000 
India Fine Arts, Inc  $15,000 
Matthew Steinke  $5,700 
Passage Productions  $7,384 
Teatro Vivo  $10,000 
Texas Accountants and Lawyers for the Arts  $10,000 
Texas Folklife  $7,500 
 *Austin Belly Dance Convention $7,500  

The Austin Tejano Music Coalition  $7,500 

 Capacity Building Total $176,500  
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* Applicants who are not organized as 501(c) organizations have the option to apply under a 
fiscal sponsor, in which case, the City contracts with the fiscal sponsor who can provide 
required insurance, assistance with reporting, and other administrative support. 

Applications to the Capacity Building Program were reviewed by a panel of five local creatives 
who were selected by the Arts Commission.  The panelists are experts in their field and use 
specific criteria to score each application.  The maximum score for the Capacity Building 
Program is 100 points, and an application must receive a score of at least 75 to be eligible for 
funding. 

The five panelists used the following criteria to evaluate each application: 

Organizational/Individual Need: 40 Points  
 Does the applicant demonstrate a history of providing programs and services of high 

quality?  
 Does the applicant produce/present quality work that contributes to the unique 

artistic/cultural landscape of Austin?  
 Does the applicant demonstrate a specific organizational/professional development 

need for the type of activity proposed?  
 How does the proposed capacity building activity strengthen the applicant’s 

organizational/professional stability and long‐term capacity as a cultural resource in the 
community?  

 Does the applicant provide programs and services primarily to culturally‐based or 
historically underserved/under‐represented segments of the community?  

 
Management and Capability: 30 Points  

 Does the applicant demonstrate skills needed to complete the proposed capacity 
building activities?  

 Does the applicant demonstrate measurable involvement of culturally diverse 
populations?  

 Is the applicant prepared to undertake the proposed activity in addition to performing its 
regular/ongoing programming and activities?  

 
Proposal Feasibility: 30 Points  

 Do the proposal activities reflect a high administrative priority for the applicant’s 
development?  

 Is the scope and timeline proposed realistic and capable of being completed within the 
specified time period?  

 Is there evidence of the anticipated impact on the community as well as the applicant 
from the Capacity Building Program’s funding outcomes?  

 Is the budget appropriate, complete, and reasonable for the proposed activities? 

All Capacity Building applications were reviewed during public peer panel on June 10th, and all 
Capacity Building applicants were invited to attend.  Applicants who were in attendance were 
allowed to address any questions the panel had about their application as well as provide any 
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corrections or clarification, if needed.  Applicants were not allowed to provide new information 
not already included in their applications. 

The highest scoring applicants were awarded based on the following breakdown:  

 A maximum of 4 awards will be made in Level I – 501 (c) organizations with an annual 
budget of $100,000 to $250,000 

 A maximum of 4 awards will be made in Level II – 501 (c) Organizations and State of 
Texas Non-Profits with an annual budget below $100,000  

 5 awards will be made in Level III - Unincorporated groups without 501c status or State 
of Texas nonprofit status  

 5 awards will be made in Level IV – Individual Artists.   
 Award priority for any unused funds will be given to Level III and IV applicants.  At least 

one culturally specific applicant in each award level will receive funding upon meeting 
the above eligibility requirements. 

For FY 2017 funding, 34 applications were received.  One applicant was determined to be 
ineligible, and one scored less than 75 points on the assessment.  Of the remaining 32 
applicants, those with the 20 highest scores were awarded funds.  Three Level I applicants, 
four Level II applicants, five Level III applicants and eight Level IV applicants were awarded 
funding. 

 


