2016-2017 BUDGET QUESTION

Response to Request for Information
— — — — — |
DEPARTMENT: Financial Services - Budget

REQUEST NO.: 188
REQUESTED BY: Tovo

DATE REQUESTED: 8/22/16
DATE POSTED: 9/9/16

REQUEST: What was the total amount budgeted and the total amount spent on fee waivers
initiated by Council Members in FY 2015-2016 year-to-date? Of those waivers approved by
Council, how many could have been eligible for hotel/motel tax support? Please break down
the total fee waivers by department and distinguish the actual costs the City incurred from fees
waived or reimbursed that resulted in lost revenue.

RESPONSE:

Fee waivers are not an actual budget or funding transferred out of departmental budgets.
Rather, it represents unrealized revenue experienced by a department from the waiver of fees.

Concerning Item from Council fee waivers approved by Council, staff contacted General Fund
departments to determine if any of the departments’ costs related to the events Council waived
fees for would be eligible for hotel occupancy tax support. After review and evaluation by those
departments, no department determined any fees were eligible to be waived based on the
criteria set forth in Texas state law regarding the Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT).

The following page contains the FY 2015-2016 YTD fee waivers and payments authorized
broken down by department and category for each fiscal year.



Council Fee Waivers (Items from Council)

FY 2015-2016 YTD

FY 2015 FY 2016 YTD

Fees Waived / Payments Fees Waived / Payments
Department Reimbursed Authorized Reimbursed Authorized
Austin Energy S 3,500 | S -1S 3,000 | S -
Austin Resource Recovery S 13,577 | S 14,895 | S 84,593 | S 62,953
Development Services * S 44,640 | S -1S 4923 | S -
Economic Development S 160 | S -S 560 | S -
Emergency Medical Services S 15,103 | S 3,270 | S 15,013 | S -
Fire S 9,328 | S -1S 2,530 | S -
Heath and Human Services S 10,646 | S -1S 15,792 | $ -
Parks and Recreation S 211,706 | S 3,360 | S 237,490 | S 3,500
Police S -1S 150,458 | S -1 S 534,614
Austin Transportation S 99,878 | S 74,939 | S 188,609 | S 126,140
SXSW in FY 2015 ** S 350,000 | $ 600,000 | S -1 S -
Totals S 758,538 S 846,922 S 552,509 S 727,207

* FY 2015 includes non-special event fee waiver Items from Council for Mobile Loaves and Fishes and the People’s

Community Clinic

** South by Southwest fees waived were estimated and not separated by department in FY 2015 only






