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DEPARTMENT: Watershed Protection

REQUEST NO.: 112
REQUESTED BY: Kitchen
DATE REQUESTED: 7/29/16
DATE POSTED: 7/29/16

REQUEST: How does the FY 2017 Proposed Budget for the Watershed Protection Department
align with the Flood Mitigation Task Force recommendations?

RESPONSE: The May 16, 2016 Final Report of the Flood Mitigation Task Force (FMTF) offered
a number of recommendations to address Austin’s existing and potential future flood
challenges.

Watershed Protection Department (WPD) staff have reviewed this report and have proposed a
number of changes for the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY17) budget that align with the FMTF
recommendations. Key components include measures to:
¢ Increase capital funding available to address flood mitigation concerns;
e Improve and expand the inspection, maintenance, and repair of our drainage
infrastructure;
e Provide staff and resources to nimbly design and construct small-scaled flooding
solutions; and
e Further enhance our Flood Early Warning System (FEWS) and flood education outreach.

The following table summarizes the WPD budget recommendations for the FY17 budget with
direct alignment with the FMTF Report:

Maintenance
Crews

Proposed Area of FTEs* Proposed Purpose

Improvement Requested Funding

Increase in - $ 26,442,000 Increase in capital funding available to
Capital implement watershed protection
Improvement solutions by $1,492,000 to a total CIP
Program (CIP) transfer of $26,442,000 for FY17.
Transfer

Open Waterways 8 $ 555,598 Enable creation of additional Open

Waterways Teams: two 6-man crews in
a north district and two 6-man crews in
a south district. Teams remove channel
obstructions, repair streambank
failures, regrade channels, and
perform general maintenance
activities.
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Crews

Proposed Area of FTEs* Proposed Purpose
Improvement Requested Funding
Residential & 5 $ 314,809 5 additional positions to fully staff
Public Ponds existing O&M crews associated with
Program maintenance of storm water
management facilities within the
Residential & Public Ponds Program;
necessary for Federal & State permit
compliance.
Residential & 1 $ 82,119 Addition of 1 inspector to inspect
Public Ponds Private Ponds to ensure City Code and
Program State & Federal permit compliance.
Open Waterways 1 $ 70,358 1 maintenance position to provide yard
Maintenance management at Dalton Lane Facility.
Support Supports all Field Ops workgroups by
managing the delivery, storage, and
distribution of construction materials.
Infrastructure 1 $ 78,982 1 engineering technician to provide
Inspection service request investigation service
and work-order creation for Field Ops.
Storm Drain 7 $ 523,484 Create second Storm Drain
Construction Pipe Construction Pipe crew. Crews are
Crew sized so be able to act as two smaller
crews for smaller projects, or one
larger crew for larger projects.
Engineering 2 $ 237,154 | 2 Creek Flood engineering support
support staff for feasibility studies, CIP
implementation, and field
investigations.
Flood hazard - $ 100,000 Develop additional flood awareness
public education materials per FMTF recommendations.
& outreach
On-Call Hours - $ 10,000 Fund on-call hours for preparedness
for storm response activities; increase
number/length of FEWS activation.
Monitoring - $ 20,000 | Equipment and supplies to
Equipment & install/maintain monitoring equipment
Supplies at identified flood control facilities.
Additional - $ 42,000 Increase approved FY 16 budget for
Overtime for new expected additional overtime for new
Storm Drain Storm Drain Construction Pipe Crew.
Construction
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survey equipment

Proposed Area of FTEs* Proposed Purpose

Improvement Requested Funding

Indefinite Delivery - $ 300,000 IDIQ contract to supplement Field

Indefinite Operations staff to reduce backlog of

Quantity (IDIQ) work orders for the Storm Drain

Contract for Construction and Concrete crews. Adds

Storm Drain / flexibility and improves ability to

Concrete Work address smaller-scale urgent and
emergency work.

Replacement - $ 80,000 Replace survey equipment for Local

Flood Hazard Mitigation staff.

* FTE = Full-Time Employee

Note: These proposals are for the FY17 budget only. The total cost to implement all of the FMTF
Final Report recommendations has not yet been determined. In subsequent Fiscal Year
budgets, WPD will consider additional requests as appropriate.




