
2016‐2017	BUDGET	QUESTION	

Response	to	Request	for	Information	
	

DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation 

REQUEST NO.: 48 

REQUESTED BY: Houston 

DATE REQUESTED: 6/7/16 

DATE POSTED: 6/10/16 

REQUEST:  Please provide a list of the Parks and Recreation Department (PARD) sites where 
Kid’s Café program is located or available. 

 

RESPONSE:   

The Parks and Recreation Department (PARD) operates the Kids Café program in partnership 
with the Capital Area Food Bank. Kids Café is currently located at Dove Springs, Montopolis and 
Turner Roberts.   

In 2011, the Austin Independent School District (AISD) dropped hot meal service at some 
elementary schools sites. The Capital Area Food Bank contacted PARD to suggest creating a 
program to help fill the potential food void in the communities surrounding the Montopolis and 
Dove Springs Recreation Centers. Later in 2014, the Turner Roberts Recreation Center was 
added as a product of a community needs assessment. Kids Café sites require a full industrial 
kitchen be on premise and be certified by the Health Department. 

In addition to the Kids Café Program, PARD partners with the Capital Area Food Bank to provide 
free youth meals afterschool, in camps, and also take-home weekend food, referred to as  
“backpacks”, at all sites that qualify under the Summer Food Service Program guidelines (see 
below).     

All programs must follow Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) guidelines. SFSP is 
administered at the federal level by the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), an agency of the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). FNS decides overall program policy and 
publishes regulations.   

Food Program & Backpack Program 2016 – Year-Round (Kids Café in bold): 

Pan Am Recreation Center, Dittmar Recreation Center, Dottie Jordan Recreation Center, Givens 
Recreation Center, Gus Garcia Recreation Center, Metz Recreation Center, Parque Zaragosa 
Recreation Center, Duffie Recreation Center, South Austin Recreation Center, Virginia Brown 
Recreation Center, Dove Springs Recreation Center, Montopolis Recreation Center, Turner 
Roberts Recreation Center 

Food Program & Backpack Program 2016 (Summer Only):  

Bartholomew Park, Chestnut Pocket Park, Davis-White Northeast Park, Dick-Nichols Park, 
Franklin Park, Garrison Park, Quail Creek Park, Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park 


