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REQUEST:  The Health and Human Services' presentation at the May 18, 2016 Budget Work 
Session, slide no. 13, references national studies that show a return on investment in social 
services funding. Please provide a breakdown of the studies referenced. 

 

RESPONSE:  The following slide was presented to Council by Health and Human Services 
Department at the Budget Work Session on May 18, 2016 to reflect the return on investment 
and reduction in more expensive interventions that result from investments in social services: 
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For each quote below, the source and link is provided for reference: 

 Every dollar invested in workforce programs returns $2.74 over ten years 
o Texas Workforce Investments: Returns for Participants, Taxpayers, and Society, 

The University of Texas at Austin Bureau of Business Research, June 2010 
 https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/handle/2152/14571  

   
 Every dollar invested in high-quality Pre-K programs returns up to $17 per participant 

o Institute for Competitive Workforce: Why Business Should Support Early 
Childhood Education 
 http://www.smartbeginnings.org/Portals/5/PDFs/Research/ICW_EarlyCh

ildhoodReport_2010.pdf 
 

 Substance use treatment returns up to $4-$7 for every dollar spent  
o The National Institute on Drug Abuse: Principles of Drug Addiction Treatment: A 

Research Based Guide (third edition) 
 https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/principles-drug-addiction-

treatment-research-based-guide-third-edition/frequently-asked-
questions/drug-addiction-treatment-worth-its-cost 
 

 Permanent Supportive Housing saved 1.1 million 
o Pay for Success Feasibility Study report: Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH) 
o Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) in Austin, Texas: Successes, Challenges and 

Future Implications for the City’s 2010 Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) 
Strategy.   

 


