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Response	to	Request	for	Information	
	

DEPARTMENT: Health and Human Services 

REQUEST NO.: 53 

REQUESTED BY: Garza 

DATE REQUESTED: 6/10/16 

DATE POSTED: 6/15/16 

REQUEST:  Please describe the benefits achieved by supporting through City of Austin funding 
"Parent Support Specialists” and “Prime Time after-school programing" on Austin Independent 
School District campuses. 

 

RESPONSE:  Investing in family support and after school programming aimed at prevention 
reduces the overall social service spending by the City in the long-term. The Austin Independent 
School District’s (AISD) Prime Time After School Enrichment and Parent Support Specialist 
programs provide the community with the following benefits: 

Prime Time After School Enrichment 

 Meets the needs of the District’s low-income, struggling learners who otherwise do not 
have regular, free, and structured after school programming available 

 Enables many Austin parents to work after their children’s school day ends preventing 
many children and youth from spending several hours in unsupervised situations at 
home and in their neighborhoods 

 Prevents school failure and grade retention 
 Decreases the likelihood of students dropping out of school prior to completing 12th 

grade 
 Prevents juvenile delinquency 

Parent Support Specialists 

 Increased parent education, communications and outreach  
 Connects schools to parents and connects those parents to educational and social 

service support resources via multicultural outreach efforts 
 Development of parent leaders and involvement in the Parent Teacher Association (PTA)  
 Development and promotion of family-friendly schools  
 Provides a link between the school and city/county service providers using an integrated 

services model approach that improves the quality of life of all families. 
 Provides leadership in the referral process to assure a continuum of city /county 

services for children, families and community members within a school neighborhood.  
 Cultivates partnerships with city/county social service providers in the areas of health, 

mental health, basic needs, housing assistance and financial assistance 

 


