ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-07-0005 HLC DATE: February 26, 2007
March 26, 2007
April 23, 2007
ZAP DATE: June 5, 2007
June 19, 2007

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission
HISTORIC NAME: Bull House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 2213 Windsor Road, East

ZONING FROM: SF-3 TO: SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change,
but understands that it may be necessary to deconstruct the house to repair structural
problems. Staff recommends that the applicant rebuild the house after stabilization,
possibly further down the slope to allow for the construction of additions on the Windsor
Road, East side, preserving the historic materials and facades, and the view of the house
from Parkway.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: February 26, 2007: Initiated a historic
zoning case. March 26, 2007: Postponed the case to April 23, 2007. April 23, 2007:
Recommended a zoning change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family
residence — Historic (SF-3-H) combining district zoning.

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: June 5, 2007: Postponed the case to
June 19, 2007. June 19, 2007:

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The Bull House is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural
Resources Survey (1984) but without a priority for research. The house is contributing to
the Old West Austin National Register Historic District.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: June 21, 2007 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Old Enfield Homeowners Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The ca. 1934 Bull House was renovated around 1965 to install a central heat and air
conditioning system; installation of the system required excavation under the house which
caused significant structural damage. The facades of the house are intact but the house is
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collapsing inwardly as the foundation for the slabs has been excavated and no longer supports
the weight of the house. Staff believes that the house has architectural and historical merit
and recommends deconstruction and reconstruction to stabilize the house using historic
materials; proposed additions should be built on the Windsor Road, East side of the house, so
that the Parkway facade remains intact. To accommodate the proposed additions, the location
of the house may have to be moved down the slope from its current location so that the
Parkway facades and historic appearance of the house remain.

Architecture:

One-story with a raised basement wing-and-gable plan stone- and brick-veneered residence
with a composition shingle roof, metal-framed casement windows, and round-arched
arcaded wall at the raised basement. Howard Bull obtained a building permit in 1965 to
construct a frame addition to the side of the residence and extend the garage.

Historical Associations:

The house was built by Howard Westfall for E.B and Annie Louise Snead in 1934, according
to a mechanic’s lien filed August 29, 1934 for a 10-room stone dwelling house for $4,500.
Architectural details on the house may have come from UT’s Old Main Building, but this
cannot be proven. The Sneads purchased the property from the Westenfield Development
Company on August 8, 1934, although it is not clear if they ever lived in the house. The
first known resident was Adolph Goldmann, who moved here from the Alamo Hotel around
1936. Goldmann was the manager of Nelson Davis and Son, a large wholesale produce
company (now the Spaghetti Warehouse building at 4th and Colorado Streets). Goldmann
lived here only for a short time; by 1940, the house was owned and occupied by Alfred C.
and Edna H. Bull. Alfred Bull was the vice-president of American National Bank, having
joined the bank in 1936. According to the 1930 U.S. Census, Alfred and Edna Bull were
living on W. 234 Street; he listed his occupation as a bank vice-president. By 1945, the
house was rented to Mrs. Sophia R. Lockart, a widow with two children. Howard W. and
Sue Bull purchased the house before 1947 and remained residents until 2004, when Mr.
Bull passed away at the age of 104. Howard Bull was an insurance agent who also was a
member and chaired the City Board of Equalization in the mid-1950s. The 1930 U.S.
Census shows Howard and Sue Bull renting (an un-numbered) house on Northwood Road;
he listed his occupation as an insurance agent.

PARCEL NO.: 01130104040000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 25, and the Southwest Triangle of Lot 24, less the Northeast
triangle of Lot 25, Enfield D.

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $12,627 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,250.

APPRAISED VALUE: $1,015,930

PRESENT USE: Vacant

CONDITION: Fair
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PRESENT OWNER
Carlos Tames

3111 Glenview Avenue
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT: ca. 1934

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Garage built 1965.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): E.B. Snead (1934)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: Contributing to the Old West Austin National
Register Historic District.
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2213 WINDSOR ROAD EAST

-

West facade _

North fagade showing garage and arcaded raised basement
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West and south facades
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Detail of stone veneer and brackets, west facade
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I ife

View of underside of glass-brick paving in garage built ca. 1965, showing deterioration of
steel beams
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View of excavation under house for the ca. 1965 installation of central heat and air.
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Summary of Interviews with Professor Blake Alexander
I. Highlights

e The house at 2213 Windsor Road East very likely incorporates materials from
UT’s Old Main Building

¢ While using materials from the Old Main Building, the house’s architect appears
to have intentionally designed the residence to echo the new Main Building

e Much of the materials of the house at 2213 Windsor Road East, including the
carved stone brackets and decorative ironwork, are of the style of the Old Main
Building

: it S :
o The metalwork and carved stone details are 19™-century Victorian pieces

e Much of the carved stonework shows signs of being salvaged from an earlier
building

e The design of the exterior of the house at 2213 Windsor Road East is definitely
the work of an architect and its quality indicates that it was the work of one of the
major Austin architects of the day

e The design for the new Main Building was enthusiastically received by Austin
architects of the mid-1930s and many fried to incorporate ifs styling and
sophisticated proportions into their own designs

e The architect appears to have seen the design for the main facade of the new Main
Building and has echoed its use of a Renaissance arcade on the Parkkway facade of
the house, which is a very rare feature in Texas domestic architecture

e The proportions of the Parkway facade are very sophisticated and very much like
the proportions of the arcade on the new Main Building

e The Parkway facade of the house bears an remarkable resemblance to the main,
south-facing facade of the new Main Building, especially if you imagine the
middle story of the Main Building removed

e This house is worth preserving

Below is a summary of the interviews that Jason Nichols and David Cleaves conducted of
Professor Blake Alexander, retired UT architectural history professor and expert on the
history of Texas domestic architechure. Wherever possible, Nichols and Cleaves
attempted to use Professor Alexander’s exact words. Professor Alexander has been
shown our summary of his notes and has approved them.
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
2213 Windsor Road, East

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
February, 2007

1987 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners
Retired

1981 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners
Retired

1975 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners
Retired

1969 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners
Retired

1963 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners

No occupation listed

1958 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners
Chairman, City Board of Equalization

1954 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners
No occupation listed

1952 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners
Member, City Board of Equalization

1949 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners
Member, City Board of Equalization

1947 Howard W. and Sue A. Bull, owners
No occupation listed

1944-45 Mrs. Sophia R. Lockart, renter
Widow, Robert Lockart
No occupation listed
Also listed are Bob R. Lockart, U.S. Army, and Live W. Lockart, a student.

NOTE: Howard and Sue Bull are listed as living at 1415 Preston Avenue; he was
the proprietor of an insurance and mortgage loan firm located at 203 Capitol
National Bank Building.

1942 Alfred C. and Edna H. Bull, owners
Vice-President, American National Bank
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1940 Alfred C. and Edna H. Bull (not listed as owners)
Vice-President, American National Bank, and proprietor, with Howard W. Bull of
an insurance and mortgage loan firm located at 203 Norwood Building.

1937 Adolph Goldmann, owner
Manager, Nelson Davis and Son, wholesale grocers, 117 W. 4" Street.

1935 No houses are listed on Windsor Road, East.

NOTE: Adolph Goldmann is listed as residing at the Alamo Hotel. He was the
manager of Nelson Dauvis.
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March 7, 2007

Steve Sadowsky

Historic Preservation
City of Austin

505 Barton Springs Road
P.O. Box 1088

Austin, Texas 78767

Mr. Sadowsky,

Please consider this a valid petition as to the fact that I am against the historic designation
of my home at 2213 Windsor East Austin, Texas 78703.

If you have any questions please call me at (512) 426-7733.

Thank you,

Carlos A. Tames
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Petition Regarding 2213 E, Windsor, 78703 (the
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Jason Michols & David Cleaves
2206 Parkway
Awstin Texas, TE703

Amstm Histonie Landmark Commission
301 W, Second Strest
Austing, Texas 78701

MWaxch 17, 2007
Bea: NRD-07-0011 — 2213 Windzor Road Eazr
Dear Commussioners:

Wa live near the property referenced above and we would like to emphasize our
support for Stafs Mstonc-zoning recommendation. Consequently, we are alzo opposed to the
owners’ demelition-permit application. We are not alone.! Vou will find enclosed z list of some
of the other neighbors whe are oppozed to the demelition of this housa

Wa zll believe that the house located at 2213 Windsor Eoad East, a stone
Mediterranean-style house from the 1930s, 15 well worth preservimg, both on 1t owm merts and
alzo in order to preserve the character and mtegrity of s 1mmedizte swroundings., 2213
Windzor Foad East 15 located m a wuome enclave of nud-sized early-20th-cenhny homes of
varving historieist and pieturesgque styles nestled on a ndgze overleokms Peaze Park amd
dovwntown.,  Specifically, we believe that the histonezl sigmficance of the house’s previous
owners, as well as its own architechoal ments, provides a fom basis for lustonie zommz, The
arclutectnz] case 15 particwlarly stonz. The house, bmlt sometime between 1936 and 19377
moorporates design elemsents of the Unsversity of Texas (CUT™) Old Main Buwlding, begun in the
1880z and demolished m 1934/35. In the opimon of a noted architectoral-stonan and expert on
local achitecturs, the design of the house was also clearly mspirad by the design for the then-
pew Main Buillding  As such, not only 15 the house 2 wmaque and remarkabls example of the
Mediterranean style wiit m stone, 1t 15 alse a vivid example of the 1930 mish among Austimtas to
incorporate elements of a chenshed Avstm landmark mnto ther contemperary sumoumdings. Tt is
alzo a lteral and tangible bridge betwesn the Old Bam the present Iam Bulding. We hope that
the preservaton lesson memporsted mfc the house’s physiecal stwetme 15 takenm mio
consideration as a part of the histonie-designation process m this matter.

Wa have enclosed an execuiive summary of our commeents for vour convemeance.

' Ar the February 27, 2007 hearing, the owners stased that David Cleawes and Jason Michols were the ooly ojectons
and that all other petphbors “supported” tie demolition penmit.  This is oot the case. [n fact, some of the neighbors
who ongzinally sizned the consent form in support of the demelition application have changed their mind upon
leamnimz mapre about the historic significance of the bouse af 2213 Windsor Road East.

* The Travis County Appraizal Dismict CTCAD™) Wb Site Hets the construction date as 1934 for this property, bus
this date appears % be incomect. It is conmwon knowledge that TCAT constmiction dates for older homes are ofien
ipacourate. A review of telephore divectomes for the 2213 Windsor Foad East address at the Awstin History Center
AHCT) did pot teveal a Lsting mmdl 1937, According fo the AHC reference staff, this means that the honse did not
exist before 1934,
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L Historie Significance of the Kesidents:

The houwse at 3213 Windsor Road East was bl for and ccenpred by sigmficant
plavers m Austin’s late 19th- and 20th-cemtury sconomic development. Sigmficantly, the
house’s orniginal owmer rose to promunence 1m his feld bevond Austin and bevond Texas. The
lustory of the howse’s past owners helps tells the story of Austin’s zradual economie nse durmgz
this period.

A Adolph Goldmann
Chur research reveals that the house was bult for Adolph Goldmann

Goldmann, born m Houston e 1869, amived 1 Austin at age 2. By the age of 15
he was workmg for the MNelson Daviz & Son fmm, 2 whelesale grocery vendor for whom he
would continme to work untl kus death at aza 72 m the Pemberton Heights neighborheoed. Inlus
1942 Anstin-American-Statesman obiuary, Goldmamm was called “one of the best knownm
grocery marchants in the Southwest” and “the oldest member of the whelesale srocery business
m Texas.” Additiemallv, Geldmamm oomed and managed a retanl grocery store with has brother
Faul Hemmann Gﬂldmaun at 918 Congress Avenue at the begimming of the 1%th centmy umtil
some polnt 1 the early 20t cenfury. Further details of Mr. Goldmann's life mav be found 1 the
brography, attached hereto.

B. The Bulls

Mot long after the house was bult i the late-1930:, Goldmann seld the house to
Alfred Bull, 3 prominent local banker and President of the Chamber of Commerce. Alfred Bull
was bom m 1293 1o BP Bull, an accoumtant and former Confaderate captam and Marzaret
Castlensan Bull, a member of a pronsenng Avstin mevchant fanuly. Alfred Bull sraduated from
Texas A&M 1 1916 and was later an mfantry captain m WWIL After the war he was in the
insurance business i Anstm wntl 1925, Then he was the Vice President of Texas Bank 8 Tiust
Co. untl 1932, Texas Bank & Trust Co. later merged with Fepublic Bank & Trust and then
changed mames to Capital Bank, which stll exists today as Texas Capital Bank., Afier 19346,
about the finea the house at 2213 Windsor Foad East was bmlt, Alfred Bull switched back to
insurance and also got nrrolved m the mortsage loan busmess. By 1940 to 1942, Bull was back
i banking as the Vies President of Amserican Natiomal Bank, Alfred Bull manzed Edna
Hazlewood m 1924

Alfred Bull was the preadent of the Austin Chamber of Commeerce m 1934, He
was alzo a member of the Amstm School Board; Chaimman of the Travis Cowmty Chapter of the
Fed Cross as well a5 a member of the Texas Library and Histovical Commuzsions,

Alfred Bull then conveyed the house at 2213 Windsor Foad East to his hr-:-ther
Heoward W, Bull and iz wife Sue. Howard Bull was a longiime Avstin “Insmwance man”™
according to the Anstin American Statesmean obifuary of How ard and Alfred’s mother, Margaret
Castlemean Bull, Howard W. Bull lived in the house at 2213 Windsor Foad untl iz death in
December 2004 at the age of 104
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II. Historic/Architectural Siznificance of the Structure — the Old Main Buildins
Connection and Emulation of the “New" Main Building

A Prezserving 2213 Windzor Road East 13 Vital to Preserving the Architectural
Integrity of Its Immediate Surroundings

Az Steve Sadowskl pomnted out at the Febrwary 27, 2007 hearmgz, the house at
2213 Wmdsor Foad East 15 2 wugee and sophusticated exampls of the Mediterranean Style
exacuted 1 lmestone. The house also fonts onto Parkway, 2 street rumming along the wast side
of Pease Park betwean Wimdsor Foad24th Street and Enfield Fead. Its Parkway facade =its
perched on a nidge of other houses of mediim size dating from the 19205 and 1930s. The
house’s styling fits in with the other historicist or pichuresque styles seen on the other howses on
thos block of Pakway, stetchimz from Windsor Feoad on the nerth to Eaimbow Bend on the
south, Along with it Tudor-styled neigzhber on the adjacent lot mmediately north of it, the
house 15 also rare among its neighbors m likely bemg the work of an arclhitect as opposed to
comming from an architectural pattermn book.

B. Access to Original Drawings for the Howse Is Likely to Further the
Iovestigative Process

The dentity of the architect may be sigmificant for histonie-zoning paoposes. At
prazent wa have not identiflad the architect and we believe that Staff has not had uck m thas
wespect, either. Chir resezrch has revealed however, that the pressnt owmers have recerved
origimal copies of the blueprmts, which very likely bear the name of the architect or architactural
firm. Altematively, even if these plans do not bear the signatire or name of the architect or
architectunal firm that designed the house, examunation of the plans by 5taff or other loecal-
arclutecture experts, such as retwed UT architecture professcr Blake Alexandar, may assist in
1denfifymg the architect’s idensty. We therefore sugsest that vou request that the blueprmts be
produced.

. 2212 Windzor Road East Appears to Incorporate Architectural Materials
from UT*s Old Main Building

FParhaps even more mportant than the sepliziication and ranity of its design are
the house’s materials themealves, The house 1= clad in a combination of brick and smeoth-cut
limestone. Itz windows are accented with decoratve womwsork. The serles of arches on the East
facade facmgz Parkway are also accented by wom gates. The Pakweay facade 15 particulaly
sophisticated, echoing a Maditerransan county villa wath a senes of gated arches on the lower
level smmennted by a window-enclosed gallery zhove.

1. Demolition of the Old Main Building Occurred Not Long Before 2313
Windsor Foad East Was Built

A=de from the quality and crafismamship seen 1n the matenals themselves 15 the
likely origin of these matenals — TTmversity of Texas™ Old Mam Bwmldmg. The Old MMainm
Building was begum m the 1380: and erected m stages a5 the wmoversity acquired finds to expand
and as additional space was nesdad. For half a century, the bwlding was the hub of campus,
howsmg the adnunistration of the early wmversity, as well as playving host to the full amvay of
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academuc and stodent-hife fimetions at UT. However, by the 1930s, the bnlding had become
difficult to maintain and was too smazll fo play the 1ole of commmand center for the zrowmgz
wiversity. The building was consaquently deconstructad m 193435 and the remams stacked
mmdemezth Memonal Stadium awaiting possible reconstuction by a2 group of proomnent,
preservaton-nunded alumm. The reconstaction effort failed, however, and the materials were
swept up by local bulders and zentinzental Awvstimtes seeking to meorporate part of Old hain
nto thew local residences and businesses.

The evidence descrithed below indicates that the honse at 2213 Wmdsor Foad
East, balt i the late 19305, was a part of ths trend.

Z. The Prior Chvners of 2213 Windsor Eoad East Understood the Hounze
to Be Built From Old Main Building Materials

Since the last hearmgz, we have spoken with George Frueger, 2 descendent of the
Howrard Bull who lived m the house at 2213 Windsor Foad East for the majonty of 1ts existence
il kos death in December 2004, A, Erseger has told us that ot was the imderstanding of the
fanuly that matenials used to buld and finish out the house came fome Old Mam. Thess include
stonework, romeork, and mferior woodwork, meluding mesqute door smyounds.

3 The Materials Themselves Are Consistent With Our Understanding of
Architectural Details Used in Old AMain and Show Signs of Salvage

from an Earlier Tze

Conoborating the famuly history are the matenals themselves. Wea have also
spoken with Professor Blake Alsxander, a retired UT archotectural historian and specialist in
Iostone Texas arclutechws. Professor Alsxander has tamght at the UT School of Architechrs for
nearly 40 wears and 15 the auther of mumerous publications ralatmiz to Texas archutectirs,
meluding Texas Homes of rhe Nimetesnith Cennioy (1986),  Professor Alexander’s personal
collection of Texas-focused archotectmzl drzwings forms the basis of the UT General Libranes’
archotectmal archoves, renamed n his honer m 1997 as the Alexander Architectural Arcuve., We
visited Professor Alexander and showed him photographs of the house. Specifically, we showad
Iom assorted long shets of the house as well as close-up shots of variews architectral details that
we took with zeom photography from the stresf and fom a neighbor’s property. A summmary of
our twe mierviews with Professor Alexander 15 affached to this letter.

Frofessor Alexander believes that at least some of the stonework, particularly the
decoratively carved or meised stonewark swrouwnding some of the windows and door openings,
has been salvaged from an earlier, 19th-century struchwe. He alzo beleves that these details are
m the stvle of the Old Main Buldinzg. He believes that thev came from a Vietonan Gotloc
building and are “of the type” of details that would have been found on Old ham.

Of particular note are the stone brackets te be found supporting the reef over the
porch of the lowsr-lavel doorway on the south facade and also supporting the extenior stone tim
of the dimng-room windows on the West facade. These brackets all bear fypical 19th-centuy
decorative caming. The trackets near the lower-level porch on the South side are particularly
interesting because they bear a combination of Masome svebols and a gothie flower. Profassor
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Alexander notes that these decoratnve devices are representative of the sort of masonry detzil that
wonld have been carved by local masons info the Old Mam decorative stonework.

Additionally, Professor Alexander believes that most of the womwork on the house
15 1 9th-century wrought ron meads by hand and 15 very likely from the same period as Old Main,
Thas metalwork 15 the same sort of womaork that would have been found on Old Mam. Profassor
Alexander notes that there 15 also a lesser amownt of 20th-centny cast won that was probably
meorporated when the 19th-centuoy romwork was built mto the house. The Weigel workshop
may have been imwvolved in craftmz the mewer monmwork and in mecoiporatme the oldar
metalwork.

There 1z fovensie svidence of salvage, as well. Professor Alexander points out
that the decorative brackets desenbed above are all clupped in wisitble areas, some very badly.
He stated that no mason would put such chipped blocks m such promunent places on 2 house
wmless the blocks themselves were architectural salvage. Additionally, the stonework arowmd the
man door, facing west cato Windsor Foad East, 13 also mouch larger tham needed to
accommodate the howse’s much smaller door. Consequently, the builder had to “step in™ saveral
courses of brick to fill in the opening 1 the stonework. Wlale 1t 15 poszible that the “stapped-n”™
brickwoak faatured in the docrway was a design choice (e, was done on purposa), it 15 alse 2
likely result of using stomework from an earlisr door or wndow opening that was much larger
than the doorway needed for 2213 Windser Eoad East.

4. Photographic Evidence Support: the Casze for an Old Main Link

Whle thers 1z Little documentation of the exact appeatance of the architectural
detail of the Old Mam Building.* we have found historical visual evidence further corroborating
the Bull fammly's wmderstanding of the material’'s origms. We have resezrched the onigmimal
arclotectmal drawangs for the Old Mam Buwlding, locatsd at the Alexander Archatectural
Arxchives, zs well a5 photographs and drawings of the Old Mam Bulding taken or mads durmgz
its lifatime. These drawings and photographs mayv be found at the Cenfer for American History
ithe general archive of UT) and m UT Cactus vearbooks.

The cnigmal architecharal drawangs for the bulding depict the repeated use of a
gothic rose detail very simular to the gothic rose seen on the stone brackets supporiing the porch
for the lower-lavel door on the south facade of the 2213 Windsor Foad East house. OF comse,
the orizimal drawmgs are large in scale and do not depict the level of detail to be seen on
individuzal wmdow brackets. Wevertheless, the simularity 15 sigmficant as architects, both m the
19¢h centiy and today, offen use repatition of the same or simmlar stylistie elements as a design
tachmigque.

In the UT Cacris vearbook, we have foumd at least two photographs to date that
appear to show the stone window brackets discussed zbove. Azam, these are brackeis that are

* The Aleander Architectural Archive at UT s Battle Hall maimezins original 13805 drawings for the Old Main
Building, on linen, These depict some defail, such as the gothic fowsr or mose detadl tiar &3 also foumd on some of
the brackets on 2213 Windsor Boad East The onpinal drawings are oo linen, and as flash photosraphy is not
allowed at the archive, the magses wa took oo dizital camsry ars less-tham-crystal clsar. We can, bowever, supply
vo with copbes of the phoswographs of these drawings upon request.
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used on the South facade of 2213 Wmdsor Foad East to suppert a porch overhanging a lower-
laval, below-street-zrade door and on the west facade by the dining room as supports for a larze
mazonry window ledge. Both of the Cacner photesraphs depict an identical (o very simmlar)
series of brackets cnce lecated on the front, or south-facing facade of the Old Main Bulding.
Specifically, our specimen photos caphure a series of thvee brackets that supported a second-story
window ledze on the fromt of Old Main. From the photographs, it appears that there were two,
svinmairical safs of these window-ledze brackets on the south-facing, pnncipal facade of Old
Liam These two sets of bracketed window ledzes were separatad by Old Main's gothic sntznce
towver. The sarher, 1928 visw depicts the brackets on the west side of the tower entrance. Wlale
the cnginal photogzph (depicting a series of students dressed in white and lined uwp for the
Jumier Sving Ot ceremeny’) 15 taken from afar, a blow-up of the brackets reveals an 1dentical (or
near identical) relationslup with the dimmg-room-window brackets on the west facade of 2213
Windsor Foad East. The same can be said of the 1930 view, which shows the window brackets
on the east side of the sntance tower. The ongmal phefograph 1= 2 humorous shot of “JToe
College” tounmgz lus famaly m front of the Old Mam Bwlding. The blow-up agaim shows
brackets identical (or remarkably simular) to the -:I:mug—m-::—m window brackets on the west
facade of 2213 Windsor Foad East Fm VOUur comvenience, we are enclosing copies of the
Cactur photographs, as weall as recent photographs taken of the brackets on 2213 Windsor Road
East.

D. Mot Only Does 2113 Windsor BEoad East Incorporate Elements of Old Main,
itz Parlowav-facing Facade also was Specifically Drezizned to Emulate the
Then-Brand-New Prezent Main Building

Frofessor Alexander 15 stuck by the sophistication of the Parkwav-facmg fagade
on the house at 2213 Windser Feoad East Use of a repeating-arch areade made of baick and
stone it rare m early-20"-centiy Texas domestic architechws and is clearly the work of 2
sophisticated arclotect, Professor Alexander balieves. Morveover, the Parkwray facads appears to
be a near-exact facanuls of the mam fagade of the then-new Mam Buldmg desisned by Faul
Cret, albeit franslated imto use for a bouse. Professor Alsxander belisves that the architect of the
house at 2213 Windsor Foad East was obviously inspied by the south-facing, principal facade
of Cret’s new Main Bwlding. It i3 not only the use of a ground-level arcade, a rare feature in an
Auvstm houwse of the penod, which caused Professor Alexandsr fo notice the simmlarty. The
sophisticated proportion of the arches and thew pilers Grertical supports) s nearly identical 1 both
designs, Professor Alexander 15 of the opumon that the architect of the house at 2213 Wmdsor
Fozad East saw erther Paul Cret's design for the new Mam Bulding or saw the bulding mself
mmder constuetion at the same time that he was working on the design for the house., There was
a great deal of enthmziasm smroundmg the Paul Cret design for the new Mam Buwlding among
Avstm architects of the mud-1930s. It does not smpnise Professor Alexander that 2 local arclutect
working on 2 residantial design sometme betoeen 1935 and 1936 (whe would have ssen the
design by 1934 and would have actually seen the fagade nsing up duning the vear 1933} would
attempt to translate the Mam Building fagade to domestc use.

Frofessor Alexander believes that the way m which the house at 2213 Windsor
Eoad East bridges the two UT Mam Buildings — by using desizn elements of the older bualdmz
while evoking the desizn of the new bam Buwlding — makes the house worthy of preservation.
Wea agrea.
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IV. Conclusion

The historic-zonmgz process for 2213 Wmdsor Faoad East should be contimied and
the demolifon permmt demied Given the hizterical significance of the house’s cecupants and the
ranity and quality of the houss’s desimn, the case for contimung the hustone-desiznation process
15 stromg. When the evidence estzblishing a probable Imk to TUT s Old Lam Bwldms 1= also
considered, however, we beliave that the huistonic-desiznation process takes on new duporiance.
Mot cnly 15 hustonie designation for thus property nupoitant to mamizm the character and mmtesnty
of the immediate nmeighborhood, 1t 15 necessary to maintain a Imk to a cify-wide preservation
axperience — recveling and reuse of the Old Mam Building materzals throughout Anstin. We
believe that pressrvation of thos hovse will help to t2ll that story from Austm’s hostery

Wea thank vou for yvou consideration mn this matter.

Feagards,

Jasom Michols and Diand Cleavas

Enclosuras

co: Stave Sadowsk
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Executive Summary
Nichols/Cleaves Comments on NRD-07-0011, 2213 Windsor Road East

We support Staff s recommendation for historic zoning. as do others in the
immediate neighborhood. This house 1s worth preserving due to the historical
significance of its previous occupants and due to its extreme architectural ment and
historical significance. The house’s previous occupants help tell the story of Austin’s
gradual rise in commercial importance.

The house itself 15 a fine, architect-designed example of the Mediterranean
style and 1s the only example of this styvle in the neighborhood. A retired UT
architectural history professor and promunent Texas architectural historian, Blake
Alexander, believes the house 1s worth preserving for two reasons. The house very likely
incorporates stone and ironwork features from the UT Old Main Building. Features on
the house are n the style of a sigmificant 19th—cenmr3' gothic-revival building such as Old
Main. Surviving photographs of details from Old Main appear to be identical to
stonework found on the 2213 Windsor Road East house. Not only does the house
incorporate materials from Old Mamn, however, in the expert opmion of Professor
Alexander, the house was designed by an architect who wished to translate the design of
the then-new Paul Cret into use for a residence. Professor Alexander i1s struck by the
sophistication of the house’s east-facade ground-level arcade. Such an arcade 1s
extremely rare in Austin residential architecture of the time. Moreover. Professor
Alexander notes that the spacing and proportion of the arcades arches themselves mimic
those of the present Main Building. There was a great deal of enthusiasm for Cret’s Main
Building design among Austin architects of the time and Professor Alexander 15 not
surprised that a local architect would want to translate that design into residential use.

Due to its incorporation of materials from Old Main and 1ts emulation of
the Paul Cret Main Building design, the house at 2213 Windsor Road East 1s a tangible
bridge between the Old Main Building and present Main Building at UT.

The Tames have the only copy of the original blueprints. These should be
examined to identify the architect and evaluate if further research 1s necessary.
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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ANNOTATED AGENDA — APRIL 23, 2007

A. CITIZEN’S COMMUNICATIONS

The first four (4) speakers signed up to speak will each be allowed four (4) minutes to address their
concerns.

B. PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION ON HISTORIC ZONING CASES

C14H-07-0005 (postponed from March 26, 2007)
Bull House
2213 Windsor Road, East
Applicant: Charles Tames
City Staff: Steve Sadowsky, Historic Preservation Office, 974-6454
Staff Recommendation: Allow the applicant to deconstruct the house to the extent
necessary to correct structural problems then rebuild the house on-site with historic
fagade materials; new additions will require review by the Commission.

Commission Action: Cuppett/Hansen

Motion: Recommended a zoning change, from Single-Family Residence (SF-3) district,
zoning, to Single-Family Residence, Historic (SF-3-H) district, zoning,

Ayes: Arriaga, Arend, Bunton, Cuppett, Hansen, Limbacher, Mather and Rosato

Absent: Leary

Motion carried by a vote of 8-0
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