
 
Thursday, August 30, 2007 

  
 
Public Works Item No. 27 
RECOMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

 
 
Subject: Authorize negotiation and execution of a professional services agreement with KLEINFELDER, 
Austin, TX, for engineering services for the 2007 Reservoir Recoating and Safety Improvement Project in 
an amount not to exceed $800,000 over a four-year period or until funds are expended. 
 
Amount and Source of Funding: Funding in the amount of $200,000 is available in the Fiscal Year 
2006-2007 Capital Budget of the Austin Water Utility.  Additional funding is contingent upon available 
funding in future budgets. 
 
Fiscal Note: A fiscal note is attached. 
 
For More Information: Joe Smith 972-0231, Ron Gentry 974-7133, Laura Bohl 974-7064. 
 
Purchasing Language: Best qualification statement of four statements received. 
 
MBE/WBE: This contract will be awarded in compliance with Chapter 2-9B of the City Code (Minority-
Owned and Women-Owned Business Enterprise Procurement Program) by meeting the goals with 18% 
MBE and 15% WBE subconsultant participation. 
 
Boards and Commission Action: Recommended by the Water and Wastewater Commission. 
 

 
 
The City has approximately 36 steel potable water storage reservoirs in the water system.  Approximately 
$1 million to $1.5 million are expended annually to provide maintenance on these reservoirs.  The Austin 
Water Utility is interested in selecting an engineering consultant to: 
1) provide technical investigations/evaluations of the condition of the Austin Water Utility reservoirs;  
2) provide recommendations, design and bidding phase services for recoating, safety, structural and 
other improvements, and; 
3) provide construction phase services for recoating, welding, electrical/instrumentation/control inspection 
and other improvements, including engineering assistance when required. 
 
The selected consultant will review, recommend and design improvements for the reservoir with regard to 
maintenance and operation of the reservoir by Austin Water Utility employees, including safety 
improvements.  Additionally, the firm will provide a current background security check for each of their 
employees and subconsultants’ employees desiring entry in an Austin Water Utility Facility.  This 
requirement is detailed in SP-1070, City of Austin Water Utility Water Treatment Plants and Water Pump 
Stations and Reservoirs Facility Security Procedure for Consultants/Contractors. 
 
This authorization provides for funding of services related to investigation, design and construction phase 
services.  The request allows for the development of a professional services agreement with the 
recommended firm.  Should the City be unsuccessful in negotiating a satisfactory agreement with the 
recommended firm, negotiations will cease with that firm.  Staff will then return to Council and request 
authorization to begin negotiations with the alternate recommendation listed below. 
 



Participation goals stated in the solicitation were 16.5% MBE and 14.2% WBE.  The recommended firm 
and the alternate firm both provided M/WBE Compliance Plans that met the goals of the solicitation and 
were approved by the Department of Small and Minority Business Resources. 


