
 

ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-07-0024 HLC DATE: October 22, 2007 
 PC DATE:   November 13, 2007 
     
APPLICANT:  Aryn Sullivan 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Hume-Rowe House 
 
WATERSHED:  Waller Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  4002 Avenue C 
 
ZONING FROM: SF-3-NCCD TO:  SF-3-H-NCCD 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning 
change from single family residence, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) combining 
district to single family residence – Historic, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD) 
combining district zoning. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended a zoning change from 
single family residence, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) combining district to 
single family residence – Historic, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD) combining 
district zoning.  Vote:  6-0 (Bunton and Hansen absent; Leary ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended a zoning change from single family 
residence, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) combining district to single family 
residence – Historic, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD) combining district 
zoning.  Vote:  9-0. 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The Hume-Rowe House is listed as a Priority 1 for 
research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:   December 6, 2007  ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
The ca. 1905 Hume-Rowe House is an excellent example of vernacular Victorian residential 
architecture, embodying elements of the Queen Anne style, and is associated with the Hume 
and Rowe families, both prominent in Austin as business people and schoolteachers.  
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Architecture: 
One-story L-plan hipped-roof frame residence with a prominent canted hipped-roof bay 
containing 2:2 windows; partial-width wraparound porch with plain wood posts. 
Gingerbread-style brackets and turn wood balusters in the railing. 
Historical Associations: 
J.L. Hume, the president of the First National Bank, purchased this property in 1897 
and built this house at some time before 1905.  It is unknown whether Hume and his 
family ever lived in the house.  The house first appears in the 1905 city directory as the 
home of George H. Cooke, about whom nothing is known.  In 1905, Hume sold the 
property to Callie May Rowe, the daughter of James C. (Cato) and Mary Rowe, who lived 
with her here.  The 1900 U.S. Census shows the Rowe family living in Evergreen Heights 
in South Austin.  James C. Rowe, was a 59-year old native of Georgia who was listed as a 
farmer.   His wife Mary was 56, and their three daughters, Alice, 29, Callie, 25, and 
Sallie, 23, were all school teachers.  All of the girls had been born in Texas.  The 1910 
U.S. Census shows the family at 4006 Avenue C, which was the early address for this 
house.  James, Mary, and Callie are listed as the residents – James is listed as a 
salesman for a nursery and Callie Mae is listed as a public school teacher.  The 1909-10 
city directory shows James C. Rowe as a traveling salesman at this address, while the 
1910-11 city directory shows Callie M. Rowe as a school teacher.  James C. Rowe died in 
July, 1910; he had been an aide to General Robert E. Lee during the Civil War and a 
member of a pioneer Austin family.  Mary and Callie Rowe rented the house out in the 
early 1910s after James’ death; city directories for 1916, 1918 and 1920 show that Mrs. 
Rowe had moved back into the house.  Callie May married Jesse Sheppard in 1920 and 
they sold the house and moved out to Creedmoor, where Sheppard had a farm, as listed 
in the 1920 U.S. Census.  Callie May and Jesse Sheppard were the parents of Sheron 
Sheppard, a prominent Austin developer who planned the Barton Hills and Beverly Hills 
neighborhoods.  Callie May continued to teach school, both in Austin and rural Travis 
County. 
PARCEL NO.:  02190509130001 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  64% of Lots 20-21 and the south 20 feet of Lot 22, block 6, Hyde 
Park Addition No. 2. 
  
ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT:  $6,032; city portion: $1,466 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $499,862 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNER  
Aryn Sullivan 
4002 Avenue C 
Austin, Texas 78751 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1905 
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ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Possible modifications to the front porch railings.  The 
footprint of the house is as shown in Sanborn maps of 1922 and 1935. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  J.L. Hume (1897) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   Contributing to the Hyde Park National 
Register Historic District. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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HUME-ROWE HOUSE 

4002 AVENUE C 
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