
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-07-0026 HLC DATE: October 22, 2007 
 PC DATE:  November 13, 2007 
     
APPLICANT:  Aaron Reisfield, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Benjamin F. Lee House 
 
WATERSHED:  Boggy Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1178 San Bernard Street 
 
ZONING FROM: SF-3-NP TO:  SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning 
change from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) district to single 
family residence – Historic, neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended a zoning change from 
single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-N) district to single family residence – 
Historic, neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning.  Vote:  6-0 (Bunton 
and Hansen absent; Leary ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended a zoning change from single family 
residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-N) district to single family residence – Historic, 
neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning.  Vote:  9-0. 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The Benjamin F. Lee House is listed as a High Priority 
property in the East Austin Survey (2000). 
 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:   December 6, 2007  ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Organization of Central East Austin 
Neighborhoods 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
The ca. 1905 Benjamin F. Lee House is an excellent representation of a  vernacular 
transitional turn-of-the-century house and has great significance in the African-American 
history of Austin for its associations with Benjamin F. Lee, the proprietor of the Ideal 
Colored Mutual Aid Association, a vital institution in the city’s African-American 
community.  
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Architecture: 
One-story wing-and-gable plan frame residence with a partial-width hipped-roof 
independent porch on turned wood posts with decorative brackets; hipped-roof central 
dormer contains a 1:1 window; 1:1 fenestration. 
Historical Associations: 
The house appears to have been built around 1905; the first residents were Texas 
Rangers Frank Davis, Marvin Bailey, and Geoff White.  However, by the mid-1910s, the 
San Bernard Street area began to transform into an African-American residential area.  
Minnie Williams, an African-American maid at the Sutor Hotel at 3rd and Congress, 
moved into this house around 1915.  By the early 1920s, the house was owned and 
occupied by Lee Ligon, a meat cutter.  In 1927, the house was purchased by Benjamin F. 
and Lizzie Lee.  Lee was the president of the Ideal Colored Mutual Aid Association on 6th 
Street.  Mutual aid societies grew out of the African-American churches, which had 
provided fellowship during times of illness and helped with funeral expenses.  Mutual aid 
societies provided health and burial benefits for African-Americans who were denied 
insurance in the segregated society.  Lee’s Ideal Colored Mutual Aid Association was one 
of Austin’s most prominent African-American businesses at the time, but did not survive 
the Great Depression.  Lee moved out of the house around 1939; the mutual aid society 
folded by 1940.  Hattie M. Branford, a maid and cook, resided in the house from the mid-
1940s through the mid-1960s. 
PARCEL NO.:  02070802110000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  58.67 feet x 81 feet of Lot 3, Block 6, Outlot 56, Division B, 
George L. Robertson Subdivision 
  
ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT:  $1,655; city portion: $402. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $104,873 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Good 
 
PRESENT OWNER  
Aaron Reisfield 
1178 San Bernard Street 
Austin, Texas 78702 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1905 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  None apparent 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Frank Davis (1905) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None 
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BENJAMIN F. LEE HOUSE 
1178 SAN BERNARD STREET 
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