
 

ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-07-0027 HLC DATE: October 22, 2007 
 PC DATE:  November 13, 2007 
     
APPLICANT:  David Hurchalla, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Joseph Renfro, Jr. House 
 
WATERSHED:  Lake Austin 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  3707 Gilbert Street 
 
ZONING FROM: SF-3 TO:  SF-3-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning 
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence – Historic 
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended a zoning change from 
single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence – Historic (SF-3-H) 
combining district zoning.  Vote:  6-0 (Bunton and Hansen absent; Leary ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended a zoning change from single family 
residence (SF-3) district to single family residence – Historic (SF-3-H) combining district 
zoning.  Vote:  9-0. 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The Joseph Renfro, Jr. House is outside the boundaries 
of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:   December 6, 2007  ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  West Austin Neighborhood Group 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
The ca. 1941 Joseph Renfro, Jr. House is an excellent example of a Texas adaptation of the 
Cape Cod-style of Colonial Revival residential architecture, popular from the 1920s through 
the 1960s, and is associated with Joseph Renfro, Jr., one of Austin’s most prominent 
pharmacists, president of the one of the first large Texas drug store chains, with 10 drug 
stores in Austin.  C. Coatsworth Pinkney, a noted Austin landscape architect, designed the 
gardens for Mr. and Mrs. Renfro in 1942.  
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Architecture: 
One-and-a-half story rectangular-plan stone-veneered side-gabled residence in the Cape 
Cod style of Colonial Revival architecture with a symmetrical composition, the central 
front door flanked by fluted pilasters; 6:6 Colonial Revival-styled windows, and two 
gabled dormers, symmetrically located above the paired windows on the first floor; each 
dormer contains a 6:6 window. 
Historical Associations: 
The ca. 1941 house may have been designed and built by R. Max Brooks, a noted Austin 
architect, who owned the property in 1941.  By 1942, the house was owned and occupied 
by Joseph F. Renfro, Jr. and his wife Mary, who lived here until 1963, when they moved 
to California.  Renfro (1909-2000), born in Brownwood, Texas, came to Austin in 1927 to 
study pharmacy at the University of Texas.  He became a registered pharmacist and 
went to work for his father, Joseph F. Renfro, Sr., who had established a drug store in 
Brownwood in 1896.  The Renfros opened their first Austin drugstore in 1923 at 6th and 
Congress, and quickly built up one of the state’s largest drug store chains, eventually 
with 10 stores in Austin.  Joseph Renfro, Jr. worked his way up through the ranks of the 
company, managing the stores in El Paso in the 1930s, then the Wichita Falls stores 
before returning to Austin in 1942 and purchasing this house.  He became president of 
the Renfro Drug Company in 1946, and introduced the concept of a uniform look for all of 
his drug stores, which by the mid-1950s included a blue structural glass front trimmed in 
aluminum.  The Renfro Drug Company merged with Sommers Drug Store Company of 
San Antonio in 1961; Renfro served as president of the Renfro division until 1963, when 
he moved to California to join the executive staff of Safeway Super S Stores. 
Later occupants of the house include Larry Bales in 1970, before being elected to the 
State House of Representatives, Curtis and Arline (Bolm) Fitzpatrick, who owned the 
Austin Laundry and Linen Service, and Charles Finnell, a Texas State Representative 
from Wichita County. 
PARCEL NO.:  01170904040000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  The east 32.5 feet of Lot 6 and the west 34.5 feet of Lot 7, Block 
2, Laurel Heights 
  
ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $6,684 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,625 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $573,169 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNER  
David Hurchalla and Kristie Hemenway 
3707 Gilbert Street 
Austin, Texas 78703 
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DATE BUILT:  ca. 1941 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Additions to the rear. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  R. Max Brooks (1941) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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JOSEPH RENFRO HOUSE 
3707 GILBERT STREET 
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