ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-07-0031 HLC DATE: October 22, 2007
November 26, 2007
PC DATE: January 15, 2008

January 29, 2008

_APPLICANTi Historic Landmark Commission

HISTORIC NAME: Colley-Hays House

WATERSHED: Lake Austin

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 718 Norwalk Lane

ZONING FROM: SF-3 TO: SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff does not recommend the proposed
zoning change from single family residence (SF-3) to single family residence — Historic
- (SF-3-H) combining district zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: October 22, 2007: Initiated the
historic zoning case. Vote: 5-0 (Bunton, Mather, and Leary absent, Rosato off-dais).
November 26, 2007: Recommended historic zoning. Vote: 6-0 (Bunton resigned; Leary
and Rosato absent).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: January 15, 2008: Postponed the case to January
29, 2008 at the neighborhood association’s request. '

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is not listed in any city survey.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: January 31, 2008 ACTION: Approved SF-3-H
zoning on 1st reading only.

- Vote: 4-3; Dunkerley, Wynn
and McCracken opposed).

February 14, 2008 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: West Austin Neighborhood Group

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:
While the house is a nice example of a transitional-style house, it is a fairly common
house type in the city; there is no information about Henry Colley, who is believed to




have been the earliest owner of the house, and whose heirs subdivided the land
surrounding the house. There is insufficient information to justify a designation as a
historic landmark, and the daughter of a later owner desires to move the house out to
Liberty Hill, Texas as her retirement place.

Architecture:
One-story irregular-plan hipped roof frame house with a hipped roof projecting bay
extending from the right side of the facade next to the shed-roofed independent partial
width wraparound porch on plain columns; hipped-roof dormer with a fixed-sash 4-light
window pierces the center of the front hip; doorway framed by sidelights; 1:1
fenestration.

Historical Associations:

The legal description for this house is Lots 11-14, Henry Colley’s Home Tract, which was
subdivided by Henry Colley’s heirs in Travis County probate records in 1925. City
directories for 1916, 1918, 1920 and 1922 list Henry Colley (or Collie, or Collay), an
African-American farmer living north of W. 6t Street, and west of Deep Eddy, but
without a specific address. He is not listed in the 1914 directory, nor in the 1924
directory, and the address of 718 Norwalk Lane does not appear in the directories until -
1942, when it is listed as vacant. However, it is clear that the house is older than that,
but as there is no record in city building permit files of a relocation permit, this house
was likely Henry Colley’s House. His heirs subdivided a large piece of land in the
probate of his estate, and it stands to reason that a man owning enough land to subdivide
would have had a substantial house. Henry Colley was an African-American farmer. He
is listed in the 1900 U.S. Census for Travis County at an illegible address as a 48-year
old man, who had been born in Tennessee in 1852. His wife Eva was 44 years old and
had been born in Texas in 1856. They had several children living with them, Carrie, a
21-year old laundress, Henry, Jr., 17, Willie, a 14 year old son noted to be at school, and
Maggie Lawrence, 24, and her husband Rector M. Lawrence, 27. Maggie Lawrence was
the executor of the estate of Henry Colley in 1925. The census lists all of the family as
black. The 1910 U.S. Census shows Henry Colley living on the extension of W. 6th Street,
and a mulatto farm laborer. His wife Ebbie was a black washerwoman. The family
owned their house free and clear. Henry Colley could not read or write, and in his will,
had made his mark rather than a signature. He died in Travis County on October 15,
1923, but there was no obituary in the Austin newspapers. The land was subdivided into
19 lots. From 1945 to the present, the house has been owned and occupied by the Hays
family. Walter R. Hays and his wife Tillie moved here from 907 W. 11t Street by 1945;
he was a truck driver. William H. and Evie Hays are listed as the owners and occupants
as well in the 1944-45 directory; they are listed solely for most of the remaining
directories, with Walter R. Hays also listed in the mid-1950s. William Hays was a
department manager and then driver for W.H. Richardson Company, a wholesale
hardware business in the late 1940s; he went on to work for transfer and storage
companies in the mid-1950s, then began work as a lineman for the City Electric
Department. Evie Hays was a clerk at the Texas Insurance Checking Office in the late
1950s and early 1960s.

PARCEL NO.: 01110710010000




LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 11-14, Henry Colley’s Home Tract

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $12,976 (owner-occupied); city portion: $3,048 (1/2 the city
taxes); $6,665 (non-owner occupied; city portion: $1,595.
APPRAISED VALUE: $1,376,383

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Good

PRESENT OWNERS
Evie Lee Floyd Hays
718 Norwalk Lane
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT: ca. 1909

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Synthetic siding

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Henry Colley (1909)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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718 Norwalk Lane
ca. 190

i

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
718 Norwalk Lane

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
August, 2007

1987 W.M. and Evie L. Hays, owners
Retired
1981 W.M. and Evie L. Hays, owners
Retired
1975 W.M. Hays (Evie L. Hays is not listed), owner

Equipment operator, City Electric Department

1969 W.M. and Evie L. Hays, owners
Lineman, City Water Light and Power Department

1963 W.M. and Evie L. Hays, owners
W.M.: Lineman, City Water Light and Power Department



Evie: Examiner, Texas Insurance Checking Office

1957 W.M. and Evie L. Hays, owners
. W.M.: Line truck operator, City Water Light and Power Department
Evie: Clerk, Texas Insurance Checking Office
1954 Walter R. Hays, owner

No occupation listed

William and Evie Hays

William: Supervisor, Red Ball Transfer and Storage Company (Aibert G. Dyer), 606 San
Jacinto Boulevard
Evie: Clerk, Texas Insurance Checking Office
1952 William M. and Evie Hays, owners

Foreman, Patton Transfer Company, 411 Chicon Street

1949 William M. and Eva Hays, owners
Driver, W.H. Richardson Company, wholesale hardware jobbers, 212 Trinity Street.

1947 William M. and Evie Hays, owners
Department manager, W.H. Richardson Company, wholesale hardware jobbers (J. Curtis
Pollard, S.S. Laird), 212 Trinity Street.

1944-45 William M. and Evie Hays, owners
Stockman, W.H. Richardson Company, wholesale hardware jobbers, 212 Trinity Street

Walter R. and Artillie Hays
Driver

1942 Vacant
NOTE William R. and Evie Hays, and Walter R. and Tillie Hays are listed as living at 907 W.
11™ Street. William listed his occupation as a driver for Sunset Motor Lines, 200-02 E. 4"
Street; Walter listed his occupation as a trucker.

1940 Address not listed

NOTE: In the 1916 1918, 1920, and 1922 city directories, there is a Henry Colley (or Collie) listed as living a
block north of W. 6™ Street, and 2 blocks west of Deep Eddy, which would appear to be this property, known
legally as Henry Colley's Home Tract. Colley was an African American farmer, who listed his occupatlon asa
laborer in the 1918 directory; in 1922, he is listed as working at the Ideal Dairy, which was at 2510 W. 6" Street
(now Lake Austin Boulevard). His heirs subdivided this tract in Volume 50, page 350 of the Probate Records of
Travis County, on May 28, 1925. He also appears to have been listed in the 1891 and 1892 directories as living
on the north bank of the Colorado River west of the city limits.

<P ancestry library edition

Discover Your Family Story

Austin, Texas Directory, 1887-92
Henry Colley

~ Austin
. Year: 1801,1892
a :  Léqﬁiiqg_l« 2:: r.n bank Colorado river w of city limits




Source Information:
Ancestry.com. Austin, Texas Directory, 1887-92 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: The Generations Network, Ine., 2000. Original data:
« Austin, Texas Directory, 1887-88. Austin, TX: Morrison and Fourmy, 1888.
» Austin Texas Directory, 1889-1890. Austin, TX: Morrison and Fourmy, 1890.
» Austin Texas Directory, 1891-1892. Austin, TX: Morrison and Fourny, 1892,

Description:
Directory listing over 23,000 names for Austin, Texas for the years 1887 through 1892.
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fipt No77 Apphcatlon for Sewer
.5 :
&~ o l ~ Austin, Texas,.

)
: . .

To the Supermtendent of Sa,mta,fy Sewer Divis: on, Clty of Austin, Texas.

Sir:—

|
?Zereljyemake aaphcahon for sewer - connectwn andalns}uctx 3
further described as 71;/)1: vl ; 2 Y v
subdlv;sxon /&&ﬂ ......... . :
In: this place there are to b installed. Wflxtures Plumbmg Permit No X e Eo
I agree to pay the City of Austm, the regular ordmance charge, 1

" a.f 2 M )Respectfully,

/ El“mm

By.. At {.:;-a- U o
NOTE: Connection Instructions. ..ce¥ttotdl .. /‘2’44/
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W+ R. Hays . . 718 RNorwalk Lane
149 13 & 14 -
Henry Colley's Home Tract
Frame detahced aéc. building.
80478 7~12-61 800,00
Rawl’s Lbr. Co. -

DOUBLE GARAGE
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GOTO A8 TERM, 1974

TETADE OF TRxA & TII"E/;!:,'
gYs # 1, #onry Collay,of Trevie Oeunty,Texas, bolng of aound Eo
. and Aluponiy  mind ard memnry, and deairing to maZe just dlonosition of sli my ) Pro-
: worialy 2y 49 hersby make, publizsh end deglara this Lo b4 ny last will and . on
tatamient heohy povoring oll Cormor or other willn haretororn mdé by mes “ whln
i ¥lepbsY ipect that gli ny just debts Ve PAlA Ao snon aftor my fosth an nosaEhie, i wan
. Raeond, X aur an onalivided sne-holf 1ntor‘_zﬂt 12 »y houe place of thrss acrea . ey
on thr Uoamgn W.r:mmr’l-nn:r.:n in Truvio County,Texen, end my throo childron, horp- 193¢
inaftnr nanad, oun the othar oms-hulf Interest, thav havirginhoritddthe sawo ; hose
- from the)r mothor, my doeanand wifa, 1 have divided the ncid thros ecres into o
ninstaan 10tn, ths nist of whinh w1l Bo kapt nith thin will, ard the beavanto yam
rarairaller rvde ere in zecordunen with auld nplot.d pive, devios and dojuoalr to 5 e
ny tan Tillie Oellay, my wndivided ore-half intaront in and to bota '4,9,315 and 8 witr
17 to ho hin caparate and individual property.ihsuld hs Ain bators I Ao, then I Gams
pive davine uwrd bBanunata lolo 0 end @ 4o my Asuphtsr, Hapels Lawrsnse, and bots oth
: 16 ond A7 to Johr follay. Trae
3 s Third,Te John Collay ¥ plve davise and baquaath my undividod ono half the
tntarast in wrd to Yoto 3, 7, 1R and 18 tc bn him own voprrztns and individus)
pronarty.She: ! he dio afore I do, T theon Bequoath end devicedy tntersst in and Sun!
s zabl Teta 1 T ehildean, shnes and nhare eliko. ' {0
othofo ;7 druphtar, Perele Lagrenca, o widow, I pive device and boguonth
w1 omy wmdivie o8 omn-lall intareat fnoand bo tnn bolunco of the lots, belng lots, 1 .
157,"4,5,39,11,12,15,34 end 15, and 2]l tho romaindsr of my ewinis, ran‘l.! poraonal i {2
ant mxed I gtva, doviscand hoquoabh to ny sstd dnuphter, ¥appis Lawrence, The Poti
roizoon 1 pdyn Loy nors than my athar fwe childron s that of Reo baen Malping By v
mo fo noy the dnbt on tha houwe Edat I Bavh bellt on tho abpve monbioned throe APPLECATL
peres il Ny 4wo soans have not helmed =a bhy nald Aa~bt.If Raprie dtes bofore 1 Pl
d¢ T then givn the ahave lote o Willle ZJollsy. Tha
Firth.3 hovehy mominste, conntiture and apreint my oatd deuphter, Negple Cour
Luwranea to ko indepondent Exasgublriz off tiido my lact will and teatamont without %o ¢
bond il diroct that the Cearia phall riot exercine nny coutrol over my sald e
. ExAcubriy or estatn otli-r than e abnolukoly ragquired by law.In case ¥aggie
Lowporga dies or refuses to act I Sizn cpreint oy non, Willie Uollay, to be the the
10lops t axasutor cf this, ny last will, unlor the puns conditiono as atatsd ’
abova, int
Witnass oy hand this the a day . of Pegomber AD,3980, aips
onry ;Follay . ’ ’
mATK pror
Wo havo hereunts affizod sur oipnatures eo wilinesses 2f the requont of the tas.

. vatar aho &t o tine ¢ muving nald request informed um, ord each of us, thai 1590
rhs name g s laat wild and tootament, oed therounon the sodd teatatar signed atre
anld wil) fr sur prossrcn and in the preoasnce of each of ug, and we signad the otem
aesne an wit in hig p and 122 the presoncs of sach other, this the nove
Sth day of Doesbsr AJ5.1000. int

Pavid Chracy o
vt Cullen A,
{Zraorax(s ) Ho,5M01 Fotako of Renry Oolley Decd.ll.Mled Jul o ,'1924 Frog O ena

Nxloma Cierk founty Court By v, Tronchuann Deputy




QCTOETR TERY, 19.'2

INE QTATE OF TRYAS

Tatnta of Henr. Colley Decoanud.

Braof 62 Lapt ¥, "1 and Tenbament o Horry. cqllny Becannaa,
On thie, the 1t W dey of Doteher AD, 100, porponally apporad in opon fourt W.H.Oullen, ‘
vho boing &uly . :ovn, dapoann arvd onya, thabt on thn Sth dny of Pnembor A.D,2000, he
wag progont snd caw Fonty Colley edgn ihe inairument filed in bhis fourt or Eha 2agh
duy of Suly 5.10.1923, and nov showf Lo hin, Yzoring date on tho fith dny of Becemtor A.D,
1324, and purparting to be Lho laat V11l and Teoptomont-of the sntd flanry Cpllny and
heard hin publinh ard declioro tho deme to b0 his 1ast will and tentements thet at tho
timy of cyming omd publinhing the asmu, Yhe peld Rerny Collay was over twonty-one
yeara of ago, 2nd of pound mind? Ehat this affiant ad David B.Gracy whose of ety reo
fppesr on sald inotrument, on nzid 6th day of Docasdor A.D,1080, thon doirg crodidlo
witnoooed above tho npa of fourtoon vearda, nudanrihad tMniy rmmes no witneozos %o tho
opna Al the praserce ol ab tho rom.oot of oeld tebtatar, nnd in the prosoncs of onch
othersThat artore. tdn, on tho ... doy of Augnot AJD,1027%, tha onid Unnry Onllay died in
Travta County witiout haviny roveked satd willzs ¥er na krown to apfiant.2ls domicile ab
tho tiro of hin Gaath vop in Travic County,Tarat.

¥ bulian

fuprn o apd cubacrited boefors ma Bhiz I0ER Quy of ef Ucbodor .0.2004

(Oatart: 2al) Fred C Unloveo
. County Olerk Travis founty
i ¢ Eorrenckuant Doputy
J::; {. {Erdoroeds ) Fils Yo, 5001 Ectatn &f Honry Cellay Dosonasd«Trovis UsuntysFroof of Wille
) ;’§ Qotobar Torn,Filed 15th daf of Octcher A.D.192% Frea C lnlore founty Clerk Traviu County
P ,ﬂ By ©, Trarvsizann Deputy ‘
e {3 '"‘Lfcm'fo'l POH S30BATE OF WILL fUD LETTENS TESTANTINTARY.
xe H < 191 July £6t%, 1824
w1 Ths State of Toxes, } In tha Oouney Court of Travisfounty,Texea,
. County of Twavin )} Getobar Tewm,AR.102484 bbing 4in Probate.
rple

o ths Henore¥ls Qo nty Uourt of naid Coumty:

Uappeie Lawronsoe raapsctfully repraocntoie- e
1.Thes Vomy Gonuv iz Qond, :xrd thot he disd on bhe .,. doy of hupust 4.D,1923, tn

the gty of Pravis, end tho shm of Toxrn.

2.That tho gald Moury Collaey tesidud und hod o donicile and fixed place of rooiasnts -

Ln the Oicy of Auntin, in the Caunty of Travis, fu ths Stats of Toras; and that his prine
cipal proporty &t the time of hic death wos in the Sounty of Previe ,tato of Toxass ‘

3.That tke ooktats of the eald Henry Collay €oceased, 9maieto ot »anl and personal
praporty of tho probable valuo of Hinetesn Hundred (81,900.00) Polinrss

a toue 4,That the snid Henry Dollay left o written will, dated the 8th doy of Fécembar,A.ln .
£lmd 3 1920, which guld will h» oxecutud with the formmrlities and colamniliss ard tmder the :
- wipned )-. ' efrcunatonees required by low to male it 2 valld will; and that tho caid fonry co_ll_uy,
2 Ghes ; atpried tha wadd w1l In the prescuce of Daviid C.areoy end ¥WaiSullon, txs  oroditle wit-" N
YoEnG ’ nesceo akave the nge of fourtasn yearp, who, a2 hio rogquest, &n his pr ard ; i .
in the z:rensncé of ench other, attuvoted tho came by subsoribing thelr nemes theretoj that
tho all vy Dollcy ot he timn of exosubing the soid will or the §ih day of Pecenlorn,
A, 1922, wun shove the ege o;' wenby-ona yoars of age, and that he wam of sbumd =ind )
;...:1 f b . and that ho 1p wow doed; thab ohe, ko pald Horgle Lawrance ls mamed in said will e

b $hm nola Lypmitriz thoroof, erd thet uer raoidonce iu in tho founty of Travic, the
& b of Texan. :




S.Tmt the naid sill hag not boen rovoksd dy ths caild Towtalor, the asid Henry
Oollay; thet che, 11 celd Mapgle Lavronoe, 1o mot disqual ified by law from Booape
ting lotiors teptar ntary, and the ocaid PTeatator An oald will dirdcte that no bond
©3 other nccurity reanll Yo requiroed of hor wa such Erecutrix. -

6.That tho enld w={tion will @n filod with thio application for the probats thersof,

Whorefora, rhe, the snld Yspplo Lapronce, preys thathotice of thia applilae
tion be given by cltation as required by }Jaw, and that bhe ooiG will be probaled,
and that letters tostomontary be 1ssusd Le her nocording to the provisisne of the
onid will and ascording iv law, and eppraisers be appointed to appralse aald eatats,
nrd Tfer such othnr arders oo miy be nacasnary ir ths premises.

Uaggls Lawrence
By 0 Dickons hor Attcrnosy,

{Zndoronds ) ¥o. 5901 Yatats ofh-Honry Bollay,Pecenssd,ipplisation for Pretating the
W11 of Hanry Collay with tho Vi1l Attached.Filad Jul 26,1324 Frad C Halons Clork
By 3. trencknann Doputy

THE GTAE OB TFXAS,

To tho Gheriff or ony Conatabla of Travigs Opunby--Grasting:

You are hérsbyemm:: ad to couno the fallowingnotice to bo publichsd 1ln o newspapsr
of gonoral eilrculatior whish han bnm.s contimicusly ond reguloply publichod for a
period of not lean thua ong yosar preceding tho aste of the notice in the Oounty of
Travia, Stata ef Texer, and you oball eause oald notico o Yo printed ot lesst
i@ foch wesk far the pazlod of ten deyp exclunive of ths firut day of publientien
Yators the raturn day herocly

Ketico of Application fer Probato of %Wil) and Lettars Tostomentary

Tho State of Texns,

To a1 poraons intorsotsd ip the Eotots of Honry Collay Decaanred,

Kagnin bewrsnce hoa £1lsd in the Sounty Uourt of Trevie Jdounty an gpplication

for tha prabate of tha lest Till ond Tootemont ofeeld Hevey Collay Hocessed, and
for letters teatorentery, {the naid Will sccompaning eaid spplication) which will

be heard at the poxt Tart of said Court, commencing the first Momloy Xn Ootober
A.5.1924, at the Court ﬂw:}e Ethereof, in the Bity af Auotin,Toxas, ut which time
all poracrs intoerastzd in ':w.id Zatate rmy sppear ond contect seld applicetion
shionld they doniroto do no.
Worein foil nob, But have you Bhon end thero befure scid Court this ¥rit, with
your reburn thoreon sndorsad, showing how you have axecutsd tho saro.
Given undnr my hong and the nenl of said fourt July ZBth a.D.1994.
h {Ocurt Soal) Prod € Helone
. Olerk Bounty Gaurt,Pfravin County,Toxae
By W.'frenchkmann Doputys
. Shoviff'a Roturn.
Cams to Rhand on the 20th day of July A.D.1924 at 10200 o'slock AM. and sxeouted
on ths 28th day of July A.D.1924 by cauoing the mithin notioo to ba publishsd
in Austin Farun Advocnate s mewspapor of goneral olrculstion which hag been £On-
tirucoely angd ropularly peblichad fer s nerled of not leop than o year-in Travia
Gounty,Toxan, ond I cnuped sald wotioe 4 obo printed once each mook for period
of ton daye as followas

Firat inoortion,1¢ doy of faymunt 1026
Socond insertiom 21 doy of Aupuet 1924
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The ibato of Tazea, }

c. dounty of Travig, ) Baforo oo thp uniaryignad suthorily, on this day poaroonally

gppearsd Ste T.HE1 why aftor Dalpp duly oworn upan oxth deposan and caye he 3o the

b Ulchar of Austin Pores Advesats s nownpeper of renoal civeulation mbleh hea boen
eontinpaaly and rogulirly publisked for a pericd of not lsou thon ous gear, 1n the

County «f Provin, Shete of Toxen, pracadingy tho date of the rbhove and forsgoing Ystice

ard that the insd Motice wes putdiiched in oasd papu= ag £ollowss
»

Sagunt 1824

eeond inoortion D1 day of dupunt 1904
Sar T Bl Fublither
Subsoribad end sworn fo welore ms, thin 27th day of JSupust 1924
Vitnnoa py hend and ofCisial asals
{tot=

v Gopl) Jno B Pu Priant
Yotary Public,Pravia County,Toxan
{Erdorgeds) Mo, 50M1 In € mty Ocurt Trawin Ovunsy,Texus.Cotate af Henvy Coling Deed,

Inouad G2 day of Jul 190 Frgd € Malona Cemty Clork Dy ¥, Tronchkmann Deputy

Ho, WMWY FRTAEE oF £ M C0UNTY COURD,THAVIS 20UNTY, TRXAS,
ELHRY COLLAY BRECUASED. # COTORER TERYM A.D. 10734

Qatd: of Execuior

The State of Toxes, )

T o

Couinty of Travin, ) I,

wrpio paseoron 4o colennly emesr thab thd wedtdny whish
Tt Daen offered for rrakrte i k2o lant vill of Hercy Collay so for na I hntr op
baligva, end that 1 will wall sud Urniy perfort nll tho dutieg of oxocutor of thr

11 of thn dptato of Honrs Sclliny Uaca

d,

Hepple powrsneo xccutor

Subaaried and wwere o bafore =2, this 21 dny of 0ct AL13933 Civen undor py hond
. Fa!
ant seal of offtos, (g <2l

Osto Hoelmlf Fotary Publie lwwnd for Harrls Qounty,Pexas
{Tndoynod: ) o, 530 Estate of HJenry Collay Beceened,Oath of Mapple Lawrencs ns exsou-
tor of osie UNsbote Filed Oot O%rd 199 Prec © Mslorsflerk, County Oourt,¥Fravis founyy, |

Tuxge.ly ¥.{romeloomm doruty

ey

N, SR BT QF NEHRY CORLAY DROD

Srder Anproving Invembory,Approinorent and biph of Olalmo.

i R

On thio, the 94th deydbf Detober, 084 crne an 5 2 axomined tho invontory,

G

sporateamsnt ond Lot of claizie of the entate of Benry Collay Docd,hersin £iled on
atohier 23Y 10%% by Morpie bagroncu, Bxooutriy of onld estele A 1t sppewring thet
tha uamo wien flisd Wikhin Mg timo preocribed by ey £d 4o correst amd comploto ami |

comnting wieh tho law, nnd 1o slpmd end ‘anorn t6 Ty nald exesutor and thit the sp-

praisswmt wes oeda by Don dnschanp, aldbert Honiy and ?!“rrenu!fnnnn who wers herotofore

rhe mprealgera 1% thie nabters
Xb fe (hopnTors ordsted ond dotresd thed apid inventory, appratwement cml
Tiok of elaipo o ol the narme 19 Boreby in a)i -raapsoto approved and ordered

rogerdod: in tha probate minubeo.
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Ba HANYL BSTATE OR USHAY COLLAY DRORASE . £ IM CONNTY COURT,

RAGCIE LATRENCE: EYR # TRAVIS COUBTY, TEXAS
Inventory i Appraiosnont of the Eotsto Of Henry Gollay docenvsg,
rroduced before the wi pratpred Appritoora, on \.}'; 17th doy of Octoler A.D,1974
by Unrrle bagrence Do~ of tha Dstats of eald lomry Collay doocoased.
Serarpte Pro;lnr!,}:r of vaid Deceanods Appraiscd Value
1/9 intaroot An % soroes of lamd of land ln'_l'mo i, 5Spear Leamte in Pravio
ﬁ?n,‘YZ{qi“sa /’5:_.““ £2000,00
Sac ‘Alug deseription in W111,Atove 1 the 1/2 s$ntorent lsft to Henry €ollay -
vhan hin wifs dlod,
Corezinity Proporty  Apprained Value
ons

W, the undersirnsd appealsara, do solemnly smonr that the forapoing ie
a (ull nd foir apprafnscent of the Estiate of Henry Ccllay decoased, produced hefors
us by Lngrie Lavrence Hxir,

Ban Mtunchanp

Albort Nomn

W.Tronckemenn  Appraisers
Syorn to ara nubscribnad eforo ma, thic 17 dey of Oct A.D.100%

; Hitany ‘*&f// Fmilin Linterp Satary Public,Travin Gountyfoxos
e Liot of Glairs Cormunity Frope-r!.y - ) )
Hona
List of Clnins Seprrato Broperty
Hono ’

1 de sulennly awepr that the faragoivg Inventery snd List o o full and complete in-
ventery and list of the Proporty ond fleime of Henry Collay dosessed, that have
conn Lo @y knoulsdga. Unpele Lowrenge Ext'y Adn'r
Bworn to and subzeribed barore mo, thim 21 dey of Qct A,D,1924
{fotary Seal) Otto Hochuli fotory Pablic,in mnd Tor Earris Jounty,Texas
{Endoraed; } Ho,A861 Botato of Henry Gpllay Docensed.Marple Lawrence E£x'r.Inventory -
and Apprassenent, avd List of Claing Filed 23" day of Oei 1074 Frod € Uslong Qounty

Clork,Trovis founty,Toxne By W.Froncknann
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October 19, 2007

Via Emaﬂ steve.sadowsky@ei.austinbt.us
Steve Sadowsky

City of Austin

Historic Landmarks

Dear Mr. Sadowsky:

" My uame is Betty Mott and I am the co-trustee of the Evie Lee Floyd Hays Estate which

owns the property at 718 Norwalk, Austin Texas. My sister, Katie Rutlrven, and I are the
daughters of Evie Lee Floyd Hays and we mherited the property from our mother’s
Estate. '

I is ﬁay understanding that you have been researching the history of the property and

house and that you are considering indtiating historical zoning on the property and the
house. The property and house has been in my family’s possession since September of
1943 and is the only appreciable asset of the Estate. | )

My sister and 1 oppose the initiation of historic koning of the property or house and
request that you do not initiate any historic, zoning procedure for the propex’cy or house

. and that you approve the demolition petmit.

If you have any questions rcgs.rdmg this matter please contact A Boone Almanza, ats 12
474 9486 who is the attorney for The Estate. . ,

1 appraclate you conmderanon in this matter.

Sincerely,

e

Betty Mott
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ANCIENT OAKS HOME OWNERS ASSOCIATION

November 12, 2007

Ms, Betty J Mot
16815 Crapntoe Drive
Round Rock, Toxas 78664

Dear Bony Mz,

O considerstion of & varitnee to the Coveranty, Conveyances, snd Restrictions of Ancient Onks

Subdiviaigw. (o move your historica) home 1o Tot F-5, 2 majority vote yes by the Bome gwners ks spproved
your plans provided than:

The homeowners request & historical masker, from the Tenss Hisorical Landmark
Commitses, to be placed o the historicsl partion of your housc of in your Yard,

The axierior walls of slf the new additions (including garage) fo the historical house to de of
mmm»muwmdmmﬂ'fm;bfe, /M

¥ extevior colors are to be different than the exisiing kistorical hoase (white with black trim)
the calors will ba presented 1o the Acchiitectursl Contro] Comtnitioe of Ancient Ciaks for finat
When Historical Howse is moyed on the propenty the two uaifs [0 be coanected mid roofed
withh‘lzhmufmnla.

All exterior finishes of additions o the histarical house (o be framed, closed in, and compiuted
withins 30 days of the move in of the historical house,

We look forward t baving you as a neighbor, and your special project at Anclent Osko,

Sincerely,

. DeStefano
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Batty,
Tn raference 10 our converastion this moming i regards Lo tho approval letter of yout roving
e s 4 your
gr’mlshm’;;o Ancient Oaks, Libarty HiH, Teuns, please be advised that the Seifers haves agreed to items
s followy:

B it ix the Sellers request to have & higtorical smarker placed with the houxe, but ot
demand or final neceasity 16 the movs of the houge.

¥, The Sollers realize that there can be varisbies (such as bad weather, etc,, especially in
Junuary and February months when the house will be moved) ectated to the close in of the house and
additions. They state they re willing to work with yowr sclected buifder if these varishlas should happen,
and it Fai!sbu_yond @le30 deys. Theiy intert is that the honse, and additions, do not set open and incomplete
for months without it being closed in. Their desirs is o have the builder push t have the douse and
ad@ﬂou exterior complsted o3 soon a5 posuible. OF course you, and your buflder, will have the normal
Mmofnlncmomhstocnmpleu!hcinfeﬁorwork,ths&mmy,me.mdtooccupywehouu.
Hope this clarifies the Sellers standing on the thess issycs. Pleass iet mo know if  cen be of
farther help. .

Respecifotly,

“Ma, Mn,:nt:,) Soreng
J aaken Srinc BB addisis d | +#S wnow % J I Auer
TR wrndd Le e Aoliuiad W«w“‘agd&wv’«hﬂ JuJ-M;;’:’G"”
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: Anstin-Biistory Center % Austin Public Library

100 Years_ of Surviyal

Perhaps ho better words represent Clarksville's historical significance
than those of Reverend Jacob Fontaine, the first minister of its church. The
Reverend published the Gold Dollar as a celebration of reunion with his sister
and as a communication network for ex-slaves to contact their lost famililes.

In the same spirit, Charles Clark founded Clarkeville Iin 1871 as a place
where the reunited familles could live. The ‘origin of the Black settlement
actually dates further back to the Emancipation of Slaves in 1865 when Gover—

‘nor Pease, a plantation owner, granted several of his favorite slaves a por-

tion of land s0 that they would remain on his estate as servants. According
to an oral accouut, "ole man Pease give all dis land to his people.” Deeds
indicate that the Governor awarded some property to his: ex—slaves for "good
and falithful service.”

There is good reason, though, why residents of Clarksville date their
gettlement from 1871, when Charles Clark purchased two acres of land from
General N.J. Shelley, and not 1865. The nsme 'Clarksville' does not merely
designate a tract of land, but embodies a sense of history and of belonging.
Blacks cannot trace their sncestry to the Mayflower and its quest for freedom,
but only to galleys that offered thelr passengers a lifetime of enslavement.
If Black American history is fo attaln the same dignity, it must originate
vith the slave's own attalmment of freedom. The.moment Charles Clark’ paid
$100 for two acres of land, he declared his freedom louder than the Yankee 8
Proclamation of BEmancipation or Governor Pease'’s gift of dependemcy. Thus was
Clarksville established as the first freedomtown west of the Mlsslissippi.

Community members give different vergions -of the freedomtown's original

___boundaries., Some say it ended at the rallway tracks, others that 1t continued

for & few miles on the other side. One resident explained the confusion when
she said that "we thought all the colored people oot here were in
Clarksville.” ‘

Blacks used to live as far west as the shores of Lake Austin. As the city
exponded during the 1920's they moved because “a.lot of white people {began to
live) arqund there, and they'd (the Blacks) just vather leave them alone®,
according to one community member. Many of the dislocated residents moved
east of the railway tracks into Clarksville proper, the few blecks. surrounding
the land that Charles Clark had purchased. Today, the one-time expansive and
ill-defined ~Ereedomtown possesges narrow and well~delineated boundaries -
from 10th Street .to the south s{de of Waterston, and from the west side of
West Lynn to the- !bpac right of way. :

If in the past residents regarded Clarksville more as a communal spirit
than a definable neighborhood, they now insist on the latter, Black identity

. an@ heritage is bound up 1In the survival of Clarkeville and survival of the

community in fast developing Austin depends on turf rights. As one of the few
(and after Wheatsville's demise in the 1930's, the only) Black neighborhoods
in West Austin, Clarksville residents have faced numerous attempts to move
them east of Interregional Highway 35. :

LR . e SHEARRIE L e T




DEED BOOK HISTORY OF COLLEY TRACT (As determined to date)

Feb. 25,1884 -- Vol 73, Pg. 591

(Mrs.) L. C. Pease, widow of E. M. Pease, takes a note for $300 from “Henry Colley” for
six acres of land. $50 was paid down, and the remainder was to have been paid off in
five years at 10% interest a year. The description is of a tract exactly 511 ft. square, and
refers to an adjoining survey for an “Ed Hicks”. The terms of the note permit overdue
interest to accrue at the same rate. Mis. Pease bound herself “to make him the said Henry
Colley a title for said land...”" when the note was paid in full, "but the said Heary Colley
binds himself to pay the taxes due on the land” from 1884 on.

Nov. 10, 1890 -- Vol. 99, Pg. 354 & Vol. 100, Pg. 102

Mirs. Pease acknowledges that the 1884 note “has been paid in full and said agreement
otherwise fully complied with by said Henry Colley” and conveys title to him. The deed
further describes the land as being part of a tract of two parcels sold to her husband in
1872 and 1873 by H. N. Duble. The Colley property was in the southwest comer of this
larger tract.

On the same date, “Henry Colley and Ebbe Colley husband and wife” sell the western
one-half of this same six acres to “George W. Brackenridge” for $1,050. This tractis
approximately today's “Safeway Addition™ at the comer of Exposition and Lake Austin
Blvd.

Aug, 23,1913 - Vol. 250, Pg. 618

“Henty Colley and his wife, Ebby Colley” give a $1,386 contract {or mechanic's lienjte -
- John Shanklin, Shanklin agrees “to move the dwelling house now situated on the
hereinafter described property and well and truly construct, erect, finish and complete
and deliver in a true, perfect and worktnantike manner, certain improvements, additions
and repairs to the said dwelling house of” the Colleys “upon all that certain tract or parcel
of land” described as “[o]ne and one-half (1 1/2) actes, more or less, of the Geo. W.
Spear League and being the North East quadrant (1/4) of six (6) acres conveyed to Henry
Colley by Mis. L. C. Pease by deed dated the sixth day of November, A.D. 1890”.."and
being the North half (1/2) of the remaining three (3) acres of said six (6) acre tract owned
by said Henry Colley after the conveyance of the West three (3) acres to Geo. W.
Brackenridge by Henry Colley and wife” etc.

In other words, Shanklin was to move, expand and improve the Colley’s existing home,
all on what is today approximately lots 8 through 17 of the Henry Colley Home Tract.
This language also makes it clear that the Colley’s house, or at least part of it, was built
earlier than 1913,

Jan, 3, 1914 -- Vol. 262, Pg. 230

Henry and Ebby Colley convey a deed of trust to D. B. Gracy for the above 1- 1/2 acres,



and borrow $1,286 from E. J. Hofheinz, who takes over the Shanklin mechanic's lien.
The Colleys as was typical agree to keep the improvements insured. All of which
suggests that the work contracted by Shanklin was actually done.

Nov. 10, 1915 -- Vol. 278, Pg. 222

The surviving Pease heirs sign a quitclaim to the original six acres sold by Mrs. Pease to
Henry Colley. There is no indication why this was considered necessary, other than to
firm up Colley's title,

March 29, 1929. -- Vol. 421, Pg. 639

After Henry Colley’s death (and after the earlier death of his wife) the house appears to
have become the responsibility and residence of “Willie Collay, and his wife, Mamie
Collay”. (The new spelling of the surname remains fairly consistent in future
documents.) Willie and Mamie contract on this date with M. G. McGaugh for “the labor
and materials necessary to be used in constructing the following improvesments, viz:
Applying Birds Green Art-Craft roofing over the old wood shingle, and painting all metal
porches on the homestead...consisting of one residence and land...” The land is further
described as 21l of the lots (by number) in the Henry Colley Home Tract (as described
and platted in his will), with the exception of Lots 6 , 7, 18 & 19, which are not stated
(i.e;"Lots 8,9,16 & 17, also lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 12 13, 14, 15"). The amount
contmcted is 3278

November 7, 1931 —- Vol. 477, Pg. 429 & Vol. 480, Pg. 221

Willie and Mamie Collay take a loan of $1,000 against the entire Tract of nineteen lofs,
conveying a deed of trust fo C, M. Bartholomew under a note payable to Mary P. Taylor.

By a conveyance of the same date, the other heirs to Henry Collay sell the entire Tract to
Willie Collay.

August 23, 1938 - Vol. 595, Pg. 122

Willie and Mamie Collay sell Lots 1-5 of the Henry Colley Home Tract to Morris Cross
for $800.

Sept. 20, 1943 -- Vol. 723, Pg. 369

Afier Willie Collay’s death Jan. 15, 1943, Jesse J. Bryant and George Overton sign an
affadavit that they had known Willie and Mamie Collay “for many years”, that they “did
not have any children born to them nor did they every legally adopt any child or

children”, and that they “have had full possession of said tract, using, cultivating and
occupying the same since same was bought” from the other Colley heirs in 1931.

September 18, 1943 - Vol. 724, Pg. 134

Mamie Collay sell Lots 11-14 of the Henry Colley Home Tract to “W. R. Hays and son,



W. M. Hays”.
August 15, 1945 -- Vol. 769, Pg. 633

The other heirs of Henry Colley (and perhaps of Willie Collay as well, who died
intestate), sign a quitclaim for Lots 6 -10 and 15 -18 of the Tract,

September 28, 1945 -- Vol. 772, Pg. 108

Mamie Collay, now “Mamie Collay Basseft” and her husband Fred D. Bassett sell the
above Lots 6-10 and 15 -18 to Lydia Littman and Pavid J. Pickle. At this point the
interest of Henry Colley’s descendants in the Henry Colley Home Tract appears to have
ended,



Historic Zoning of the Henry Colley House
718 Nerwalk Lane ,

Historic zoning for the Henry Colley House at. 718 Norwalk Lane is currently pending
before the Planning Commission and City Council. Historic zoning of this House would
recognize the cultural history of Recomstruction-cra Austin and the lives of African-
Americans of the period.

' The original owners of the House were Henry and Ebby Colley, both 11ker born
into slavery in the 1850s and emancipated. The Colleys purchased six acres of
land in 1884 from the former First Lady of Texas, Lucadia Christiana Niles Pease,
including the land where the House now sits. Three of these acres were sold by
the Colleys in 1890 to George W. Brackenridge, and now are part of the
University of Texas’ Brackenridge Tract. Other portions were sold incrementaily
throughout the early 1900s, including the House with its four lots which were
conveyed to the Hays family in 1943.

* Aided by the research that has been dedicated to preserving this House, it has
been revealed that this area (west of Clarksville to the River) appears to have
contained 2 poorly documented settlement of freed slaves and other African
Americans in the late 1800s and the early 1900s. The former Governor of Texas,
Elisha M. Pease, also sold other portions west of the I&GN Railroad {(now
MoPac) 1o freed siaves in the years before his death in 1883, This House appears
to be one of the last remaining visible Jinks to the settlement and era. For the
home of a freed slave it is substantial and exceptional not only for its location, but
also for its condition and beauty.

«  Waest Austin Neighborhood Group (WAN() supports this historic zoning as does
" the Heritage Society of Austin (HSA) and many individuals and property owners
in the vicinity of the House. Mrs. Hays® two daughters oppose the zoning change:
The Planning Commission will make a recommendation on this property on
Tuesday, January 29, 2008. The City Council will make a final determination on
Thursday, January 31, 2008.



Henry Colley House
Preliminary Presentation Outline

The Historic Landmark Designation Criteria seem a good place from which to attack
this project. I hadn’t noticed this before but the City guidelines consistently refer to the
“property” having significance rather than the “house” which would seem to be a plus
regarding the Pease/Brackenridge/freedman associations.

We have to demonstrate significance in at least two of the following categories:

1, ARCHITECTURE
The property:

Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of a recognized

architectural style, type, or method of construction; or

Represents technological innovation in design and/or construction; er
Represents a rare example of an architectural style; or
Serves as a representative example of the work of an architect,

bailder, or artisan who significantly contributed to the development of
the city, state, or nation.

a.

Introduce photos of property and maps of neighborheod and/or City
showing Tarrytown location. Possibly include the Sanborn map which
shows Waterston crossing the ratiroad tracks to the west.

Staff Report states that “...the house is a nice example of a transitional-
style house, it is a fairly common house type in the city....”

Introduce evidence the house may be older, ¢.g. befng moved from its
original location and contracting for major repairs in 1913 implies at least
some of the structure may be older that c.a. 1909, Also, the amount of
cash in hand afier the 1890 Brackenridge sale may date the original home
to the time just following yet they must have been living somewhere
previously. Also, they could have been renting the land and farming it
prior to having the $50 down payment in hand for Mrs, Pease in 1884.
The Colley’s marriage license dates to 1872 which is about the same time
Pease acquired the property.

‘While it may be *“fairly common™ in the city i is not common for
Tarrytown and is substantiaily older than most Tarrytown homes.

1’s wnusual for its condition. This home has been owned by only two
families in its 100+ years. Both families took good care of it — evidenced
by roofing and repair contracts found in the deed records and by the
current condition. Mrs. Hays was living there until only a few months
before her death in 2007,

It’s also-unusuaf in that the Colley’s were able to acquire financing to
undertake tepairs at a time when many African Americans were “redlined”
and unable to maintain propertics ontside of east Austin. Most of these
homes subsequently fell into disrepair and/or become poorly maintained
rental properties. Possibly note “1928 City Plan Encourages Segregation -
the City of Austin completed a plan that sought to designate East Anstin as



a Negro District. Municipal services such as schools, sewers, and parks
were made available to African Americans in East Austin only.”
Architecture is an area where we could use an expert or two — person(s)
who could speak to architecture, age, condition, the Colley House in
comparison with Tarrytown housing stock and the Colley House in
comparison with any other known freedman houses.

HI CAL ASSOCIATIONS
The property:

Has significant associations with persons, groups, institutions,

businesses, or events of historical importance which contributed to the
history of the city, state or nation; or

Represents a significant portrayal of the environment of a group of

people in a historic time.
a. Purchase and especially financing by Lucadia Christiana Niles Pease.

d.

Brief notes on Governor Elisha and his wife Lucadia, slaves and instances
of giving/selling land to freed slaves. Hopefully discover the connection
that led Mrs. Pease to finance the young Mr. Colley.

Brackenridge — land sale became part of The University of Texas® fand
holdings and the Brack Tract,

Clarksville ~ introduce evidence that freedmen settled throughout this area
west to the river. Hopefuily track down some other instances through
record research, Pauline Brown recollections, ete.

Possibly (?) metition briefly others who lived in the area and what was
going on at the time — Mr. Johnson, lime kiln, first dam, Dam Blvd,, etc,

ARCHEOLOGY
The property has, or is expected to yield significant data concerning the

human history or prehistory of the region.

a.

I'm pot sure what they mean by “yield significant data concerning human
history” — that it does but no digging was involved so 'm not sure if it’s a
criterion met by this property.

CO ( VAL

a.

Virtually unknown that freedmen settled in this area. I never knew about
it — though rumors existed — and neither did my neighbor who’s been here
nearly as long as the Hays. Even Austin History Center staff stated they
were unaware of the western extent of the black settlement.

This property exists in an area that later became prestigions and almost (or
entirely) white. It is full of the exclusionary deed restrictions typical of
the time. (Include surrounding examples.)

Note that many of the surrounding subdivisions were putting these
restrictions in place ‘while the Colley children still owned parts of the
Colley tract. :

Note that the Colley family maintained its residence here long afier most
blacks had been dislocated into Clarksville and east Austin.

Important example for what it demonstrates - freed slaves, uneducated,
who managed hack out a sort of American dream (if that phase can be
applied to former slaves). This is not some crumbling shack but a lovely



home on significant and now very valuable land. The Colleys had a long
and fruitful marriage and raised several children here — at least four and
maybe more. They left their son with the resources to invest in other
property (note gift to City for Enfield Rd. widening) and managed to hang
onto their home through reconstruction, racial violence and segregation.
Does something like this actually exist anywhere else in Austin?

f. Possible to find Clarksville historian or Afiican American history expert to
speak to some of there things?

S. LANDSCAPE FEATURES

a. Can’treally think of anything here other than to note the historic home
also comes with some historic sized trees and Ms. Hays always kept a
lovely garden - this seems a weak note to close on, though.

{Seems we’re very strong on Historical Associations and Community Value and
can make a good argument for Architecture.)

MITIGATING FACTORS

Consider addressing factors which mitigate the hardship to the sisters, e.g. that
this property included two entirely vacant lots which could have been sold for
development months ago. That the home is lovely and, while acknowledging thata
house of that age will understandably need substantial work, it is located in one of the
most degirable parts of fown and could be restored by someone interested in the history,
the location and the property tax break. I think we should tread carefully here, though, so
as not to appear callous about their obviously stressful and financially wotrisome
situation.

REBUTTAL

Maybe we should anticipate the arguments the owners will likely raise —e.g.
current condition of the house, modifications since Colley ownership, finaneial hardships,
not really historic, he was just a farmer, etc. and prepare responses.
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January 18, 2008

Mr. A, Boone Almanza, Esq.

Akin & Alamnza

2301 South Capitol of Texas Highway
Building H

Austin, Texas 78746

Re: City of Austin Zoning Case No, C14H-07-0031 - Henry Colley House
Dear Mr. Almanza,
The purpose of this letter is to memorialize the proposal verbally discussed between
myself, on behalf of the Heritage Society of Austin (“HSA™), and you, as counsel to

the owners of the property and tmprovements located at 718 Norwalk Lane (the
“Qwmners™), the subject of the above-referenced and pending Zoning case, on January

HERITAGE

SOCIETY OF 15,2008,
A U S T { N . . s . ] 13 kLA
0.50X 2113 As we discussed, HSA beligves historic zoning of the Colley House (the “*House™) is

austin, vexas sass @ Significant and rare opporiunity fo recognize the cultutal history of

I J4-5128  Reconstruction-era Austin and the lives of African-Americans of the period. We
also recoghnize the desire and need of the Owners to address the holdings of the
estate expeditiously, as you have stated, Therefore, HSA proposed a potential
compromise that we believe may help to achieve a balance between these goals.

HSA’s proposal is as follows: HSA would support all necessary City approvals
(application for relocation; certificate of appropriateness; any variances related to
setbacks, etc.) to allow for the House to be moved to one of the two distinet lots
now held by the owner fronting on Norwalk Lane. Because the House currently
straddles the two lots on NMorwalk Lane, only the two lots facing on Newman Drive
are presently marketable for development. Allowing the House to be moved to one
of the two distinct Norwalk Lane lots would allow for the sale or development of
three lots, as opposed to two. In return, HSA would ask that the Owners support

_ historic zoning for the House and single lot on Norwalk: Lane, and, if the remaining
three lots are to be developed, they be done-so fo development standards no greater
then those available under the current SF-3 zoning. _

This compromise would retain the House on the original Colley tract, with historic
zoning, while allowing the Owners to reside in or sell the House and sell or develop
three resulting lots. The Owners would bave thie option of residing in or selling the

www. heritagesociatyaustin.org
Infarmation@hsaustin.org



historieally-zoned House, afthough it should be noted that the tax benefiis of the
House and land from various taxing entities may be substantial (historic exemption,
homestead exemption, over 63, etc.) to the Owners.

It is important to note that allowing a historic structure to be moved is a highly
unusual remedy to be supported by HSA or other preservation organizations, but
this is a unique situation. We recognize the necessity of the Owners, as heirs, to
access the value held in the property and for regulatory certainty. We believe this
proposal is a sincere and reasonable compromise that would serve all parties well,
meking contintied adversarial proceedings unnecessary.

We appreciate, on behalf of your client, your willingness to entertain this proposal,
and to give it every consideration. We look forward to your response. 1 am
available at any time to discuss this further or to answer any questions you may
have,

Sincercly, - o

w P TN

n Philip Donisi



HISTORIC ZONING OF HENRY COLLEY HOUSE

C14H-07-0031
718 NORWALK LANE
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78703
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' T..m-._adin‘ Christinna Niles Pease Deed to Henrv Colley for I R84 Purchase of Six Acre



Blatks used to live as far west as the shores of Lake Austin, As the ‘city
expanded during the 1930*'s they moved because "a lot of white people (began to
1ive) around there, and they'd (the Blacks) just rather leave them alone®,
according to one community member. Many of the dislocated residents noved
east of the railway tracks into Clarksville proper, the few blocks. surrounding
. the land that Charles Clark had purchased. Today, the one-time expansive and
ill-defined freedomtown possesses narrow and well~delineated boupndaries —-
from 10th Street .to the south side of Waterston, and from the west side of
West Lynn to the Mopae right of way. ‘ ‘
stv,  Sharpe, Jennifer, “Clarksville: Whose Community? ", [982
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LOCATION OF HENRY COLLEY HOUSE

TARRYTOWN

718 NORWALK LANE
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78703




From: "G F" <scrawnyranch@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Colley Property
Date: January 17, 2008 3:15:37 PM CST
To: *Christopher Alguire® <calguire@sbceglobal.net>
Cc: “Blake Tollett" <blake.tollett@earthlink.net>, "John P. Donisi" <jdonisi@drennergolden.com>,
"Kathrin Brewer' <KBrewer@austinpartners.org>, "Gwen Jewiss” <gjewlss @pspaec.com>>, *Mary
Armold” <wdmarnold @austin.rr.come>

Well, just to prove | have been doing something, | have gotten the birth certificates of both Henry and Ebby
Collay (as they are spelled on the certs., and as the family spefled them typically from that point on). They were
both bomn in Tennessee. Ebby's parents names were Stewart (so she was in fact the "Eva Stuart” on the Colley's
1872 mayriage cent., fusther confirmed by another deed set | found yesterday tying her to the Stewarts over on
the Gilbert League land, who must have come to Texas with her or sometime after), Her age is not given.
Henry's mather's name was “Jennie Stewart”. No father named, presumably a "Coliey” but if they were bom
slaves hard 1o say and maybe Henry himself didn't know. He was 71 when he died in 1923. So he was born in
1852 more-or-less.

Both of them were also buried in Austin, it tums out. In Bethany Cemetery over off Springdale Road. They don't
show up in the published lisis for Bethany because it appears the lists are incompiete right now. Or maybe the
stones aren't therg, or whatever.

Also, being at the County C's office yasterday, | locked up Henry's will. | assume this has been noticed already
but | note that he mentions his house in his will (dated 1920). His three children (Maggie, John, & Willie) had
already inherited their mother's half interest. But Henry gave Maggie a larger share of his interest, becauss "she
has been helping me to pay the debt on the house that | have buit on the above mentioned three acres and my
two sons have not helped me pay sald debt.®

Henry was 2 definite fair-Is-fair kind of fellow.

So, just another nall in the "waen't his house" coffin. Doesn't prove it's the same house as today's, but hard to
argue otherwise.

| have also started going through the Pease papers, staring with Lucadia’s {Mrs. Pease) because the deal was
with her. The daughter Julia Pease appears to have taken over the business affairs after her father's death, and
may have beenthe one who actually dealt with Henry Colley. But Lucadia signed the papers because it was her
stuff she was selling, and anyway I found two things {(so far) in her papers:

One is a litlle sketch or map.of the part of the Spear League. it shows the county road that is now West 7th, two
squiggly lines that are clearly Jotinson Creek and the Possum Trot branch of same, and also who the owners of
the various parcels at the time of the sketch were. A squarish piot in the SW comer is-marked "Coly", and In fact
Henry Colley's original six acres were exactly 511 feet square. There's no indication what this "plat” was for, but |
think it was probably part of someone’s proposal to Mrs. Pease for some of her properly by a party named B. J.
Smith. There's no date either, but since it is of the "G.- W. Spear Survey”, and because nothing is shown to the
wast of the "Coly” square {ircluding Brackentidge's purchase from Colley), | have to date itbefore Colley took title
in-1890. | can't say itis of any use other as a little graphic snapshot of the layout of the area. Mrs, Pease is
'shown still owning three fairly large ¢hunks of land, but parties named "Bass® (the later 25-foot-shotgun-lots
fract) "Christian” "Krause" "Swenson” and "Hughs® also have named tracts.

The other thmg 1 found were six small pieces of paper.on which are scribbled receipts from "Hamy Colley” for
*rent on fiouse”, etc. They are all signed by.a "Mrs. L Gray” {or "Gruy" ar *Guy®, really hard fo say), and they are

all dated in 1882 ) can't figure out who *Mrs: Gray® was, other than that thers was such a widow {iving in the
1200 block of Red River in the mid-1880s who shows up once in the city directories. | don't think these have



anything to do with any renting that Collsy was doing from the Peases. Forone thing they refer to a *house®, and
| think if there were a house on the six acres when Colley first did his deal with Mrs. Pease it would have been
flectingly mentioned as an “improvement”. But mosHy what the Pease business papers fend to show was that
people like the Peases used agents with more businesslike procedures (such as actual printed receipt forms)
than these scribbled scraps suggest

Anyway, these are receipts that should be in the "Henry Colley Collection” if such existed. They were made out
to him.

So | am wondering if they show up in Mrs. Pease's papers because it was Henry Colley who gave them to her.
Think of itthls way -- a young, green and pretty gutsy black man in 1884, having heard that the Peases have
sold land to:among others ex-slaves, hikes out to the big houss NW of town and knocks on the (back kitchen)
door with a proposal: he has fifty dollars now that he can put down on some land, and he also has these
(somewhat pathetic) scraps of paper that show he has what we would call a “credit history* - or at least he -
hopes so, becauss he can't actually read them. l.e., he's responsible, and he ¢an do a deal, even with a very
rich white lady.

A little fanciful, but | hope to find something eise that backs it up, because it would explain what she was doing
with them, and also maybe why she kept them. And it would alf be in character, based on what fittle we know so
far about Henry Colley.

| am pretty certain now that Henry never worked for the Peases, nor was he their slave. He was just a guy with
a family and a plan, and probably more than a litHe desperate to do something better than dollar-a-day labor out

of a vent house.

gram fehr _
On Jan 17, 2008 2:23 PM, Christopher Alguire <¢alquire@sbealobal.net> wrote:

Hi all.

1 tured up two more fresdman files in the Pease papers: "Sale of land to Freedman John Hughes (1876 sale)”, "Sale of land to
Freedman Robert Johnson {1872 k to sell, 1878 deed)”. Both are in the G. W. Spear League intheneighbomm and both family
names fum up later in the City directory with the {¢.} for colored and addresses nicrth of W. 6th and various distances west of the
8GN RR.

t started simply going through the direclories and have already found several (¢.) familles with addresses west of Clarksville. The
nearby ones are oftsn noted as being in Clarksville even though they are on the wost side of the tracks. Further west you
generally gei *1/2 mile west of I&GN RR" or something similar,

So - the Colley's weren't alone and Lucadia seems to have continued with the practices of Govemor Pease who had also been
selling land to fresdmen in the area before his death.

C
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AKIN & ALMANZA

Adttorneys and Counsolors ot Law

2301 5. CAPTAL OF TEXAS HiiwAY, BullDing M 27§55 WHITEWOOD DRIVE EAST
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78746 STEAMDOAT SFRINGS, COLORADRD 80487
TRILEPHONE (512) 474.9486 TELEPHONE (970) 870-054)
FACSIMILE {512) 478-7151 TELEPHONE (60Q) 231-8832

FACSIMILE (970) 8700599

February 6, 2008

via Telecopy No. 404-2244

M. John Donisi

Drenner & Goldert Stuart Wolff LLP
301 Congress Avenue

Suite 1200

Austin, Texas 78701

Re:

Dear John;

Colley/Hays Iouse

This letter will confirm and clarify our discussion yesterday tegarding the future
of the Colley/Hays House at 718 Norwalk Lanc. As we diseussed, the Hays family is
willing to donatc the house to the Heritage Society of Aunstin (“HSA”) to place the home
on the property at O*Hentry Middle School or on the Brackenridge tract to allow HSA to
celebrate the heritage of the home and the neighborhood. In exchange for donating the
home to the HAS, the Hays family requests the following:

1.

Assurance from the MSA. that the home will be fully restored and it will be
properly maintained and not neglected;

The relocation of the house and any negotiations with the City of Austin,
A.1.8.D., the University of Texas or any other intergsted parties will be the
responsibility of the HSA and/or the West Austin Neighbothood Group;

Any relocation costs and/or associated permits and fees to relocate and
restore the house will be the responsibility of the HSA and/or the West
Austin Neighborhood Group;

The relocation of the house would take place within sixty (60) days;
The house will be named the Colley/Hays house and the house will be

used to celebrate the heritage and history of both the Colley and Hays
familics; and
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6. An acknowledgement from the HSA that the Hays family donated the
house to the HSA to help preserve the culiural history of the neighborhood
and the City of Austin,

There may be additional details we need to discuss, but this is generally the
outline of the offerwe discussed. '

Additionally, my clicnts are willing to discuss the transfer and removal of the
house from 718 Norwalk to a private citizen in the neighborhood, but the Hays family
needs more information regarding the intended use of the house, how it will be restored,
whether or not the heritage and history of the home will be published to the public and
whether or not the horme will be aceessible to the public. I think it is also important that
the HSA identify the private individual who will ultimately own the home.

As we discussed and as you know, this matter has ¢reated an enormous amount of
anxicty and distress among the Hays family, and despite the contention of some of the
neighbors, it has always been the intent of the Hays family, and particularly Betty Mott,
to presetve the house. The Hays family does not have the funds to preserve the house
and the only way it can be preserved is to remove the house from the property at 718
Norwalk, to sell the lots and then allow Ms, Mott to restore the house at a location she
chooses. The other alternative is to donate the house to HSA and allow it to restore the
house. Consequently. we are willing o discuss with you any reasonable idea that allows
for the preservation of the house and preserves the history of the home for both the
Colley and Hays families. '

1 look forward to discussing this matter with you further.

cetely,

#



