
RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 

 

 WHEREAS, the Envision Central Texas planning process encouraged the 

City of Austin to develop a dense, vibrant, urban infill to meet our regional 

population growth and as the City of Austin is implementing this vision; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the increased density redevelopment of in our urban core 

increases the utilization of our existing parks, trails, and other recreational 

facilities; and 

 
 WHEREAS, this redevelopment also creates opportunities to build new 

parks, trails, sidewalks, paseos, and other elements of an active transportation 

network through on-site parkland dedication and parkland dedication fees; and  

 
 WHEREAS, both these urban open space and transportation demands 

could be satisfied through connections built into to the urban fabric through 

linear parks or trails; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Austin has already begun a Parks Master 

Planning process to develop priorities for parkland and facilities acquisition, 

enhancement, and management; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the use of linear parks are becoming an increasingly 

important asset to multi-modal transportation systems throughout the nation and 

world in urban areas; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Austin is also updating its Bicycle Master Plan 

to incorporate the recommendations of the Street Smarts Task Force to include a 



stronger emphasis on off-street facilities that serve both recreational and 

transportation purposes; and  

 
 WHEREAS, connecting parks with other elements of an active 

transportation system, such as trails, bike lanes, and sidewalks, enhances the 

quality and utilization of all such facilities; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the ability to fully utilize our trails system for both purposes 

increases the overall quality of life in Austin; NOW, THEREFORE,   

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN: 

 
 The City Manager is directed to: 
 

1. Direct the Public Works Department and Parks and Recreation 

Department to collaborate to adopt a comprehensive and unified 

interdepartmental vision and coordinated plan to optimize City 

efforts toward an enhanced and interconnected bicycling, 

pedestrian and trails network.   

 
2. Direct other City departments with related assets and management 

responsibilities – including Austin Water Utility, Austin Energy, 

Solid Waste Services and Watershed Protection & Development 

Review – to participate and lend necessary resources to the creation 

of the coordinated plan. 

 
3. Direct the Public Works Department and Parks and Recreation 

Department to develop implementation strategies as a part of the 

plan, including but not limited to: 



 

a) Interdepartmental consultation and coordination in the 

ongoing updates of the Bicycle Master Plan and the Parks 

and Recreation Long Range Plan. 

b) Development of a map to guide the implementation of the 

coordinated plan, and incorporation of the map into the 

updated Bicycle Master Plan, Parks and Recreation Long 

Range Plan and Sidewalk Master Plan. 

c) Identification of any additional City departmental plans or 

processes into which the map and coordinated plan should be 

incorporated. 

d) Identification of any organizational changes, process 

improvements and staff resources necessary to facilitate and 

implement the interdepartmental vision and coordinated plan. 
 

4. Provide a report to the City Council on completion of the tasks 

outlined above, and present the plan to Council for approval, prior 

to presentation of the Bicycle Master Plan and Parks and 

Recreation Long Range Plan updates. 

 

 

ADOPTED: _______________, 2008    ATTEST:____________________ 
              Shirley A. Gentry 
                   City Clerk 
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