ORDINANCE NO. 20080320-007

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PROJECT AND FINANCING PLAN FOR
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING (TIF) REINVESTMENT ZONE NO. 17
(WALLER CREEK TUNNEL PROJECT); AND PROVIDING FOR
EMERGENCY PASSAGE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

PART 1. Council finds that the Project and Financing Plan for Tax Increment Financing
(TIF) Reinvestment Zone No. 17 (Waller Creek Tunnel Project) is feasible and conforms
to the master plan of the City.

PART 2. Council approves the Project and Financing Plan attached as Exhibit A.

PART 3. The council finds that this ordinance must be approved concurrently with the
tax increment agreement negotiated between the City and County, and this constitutes an
emergency. Because of this emergency, this ordinance takes effect immediately on its
passage for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety.

PASSED AND APPROVED
§
§ Wh l/U
March 20 - ,2008  § WA
Wwill Wynf
Mayor

APPROVED: Q rC( (Sv/\ ATTEST:

\_David Allaly Smith > Shirley|A. Gentry
City Attorhey City Clerk
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and
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Executive Summary

On June 21, 2007, the Austin City Council approved an ordinance creating Tax
Increment Financing (TIF) Reinvestment Zone No. 17 to finance the construction of
flood control improvements along lower Waller Creck. The TIF 1s located within the
arca bounded on the west by Red River Street from 12th Street south to 3rd Street, then
west along 3rd Street to Trimity Street, then south along Trinity Street to Lady Bird Lake;
on the south by Lady Bird Lake from Trimity Street cast to Cummings Street, then cast
along Cummings Street to East Avenue, on the cast by East Avenue from Cummings
Street north to the south bound access road of IH-35, then along said access road north to
11th Street, then west along 11th Street to Sabine Street, and north along Sabine Street to
Red River Street; and on the north by 12th Strect between Sabine Street and Red River
Strect

The purpose of the Waller Creck Tunnel project, which 1s to be financed through TIF
Remnvestment Zone No 17, 1s to provide 100-ycar storm event flood protection with no
out-of-bank or roadway flooding for the lower Waller Creek watershed The project will
provide flood protection to existing buildings, prevent the flooding of roadway crossings,
and reducc the width of the floodplain in the Reinvestment Zone area, essentially
containing 1t within the creekbed. This reduction 1n floodplain arca resulting from the
project will sigmificantly increase the amount of developable land arca in the lower
Waller Creek watershed

In accordance wath State law, this Project Plan and TIF Reinvestment Zong No. 17
Financing Plan have been created to describe the Waller Creek Tunnel project and
associated financing using dedicated TIF revenue from the City of Austin and Travis
County

The proposed tunnel will be approximately 22 feet in diameter and approximately 5,400
feet in length. The total estimated cost of the project is $127,547,000 (in June 2006
dollars) The tunnel will origiate in Waterloo Park near East 12™ Street with discharge to
Lady Bird Lake The tunne! ahignment 1s gencrally beneath Sabine Street, Significant
inlet and outlet structures are required and because the structures are 1n parkland,
acsthetics of the structures arc a major consideration The inlet structure will include a
pond, an imlet structure, small dam, access bridge, pump building and sigmficant
landscaping enhancements. The inlet also includes mechanical screens to ensure
opcrational reliability and a system to pump small quantitics of water from the tunnel to
the creek This pumped water will augment the basc flow 1n the creek and by so doing
enhance its aesthetic appeal and water quality The outlet structure includes a pond, an
outlet shaft, and a de-watering pump system On April 12, 2007, the Austin City Council
creatcd the Waller Creek Citizen Advisory Committee. The City Council believes it 1s
very important for the community to participate and provide oversight in the construction
and development of the Waller Creck Tunnel Project The process for finahizing park
facilities to be located at the tunnel mnlet and outlet will include consideration of
rccommendations made by the Commuttiec The Committee includes a citizen appointed
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by Travis County

The Waller Creek tunnel project will spur economic development throughout downtown,
in particular 1n the Remvestment Zone area where development has lagged the rest of the
city. The project will enhance the parkland and trail along the creck by providing
amenitics 1n Waterloo Park and on Lady Bird Lake and by preventing flooding and
reducing strcambank crosion Further, the project’s water re-circulation cfforts will
supplement strcam base flow and enhance the quahity of water flowmng into Lady Bird
Lake. The project 1s also expected to allow improved connectivity between east and west
Austin, and with 1ts parkland enhancement and anticipated economic development
stimulus, promote tourism by convention and other visitors.

To finance this project, the City of Austin formed TIF Reinvestment Zone No 17 (sce
Exhibit 3 for TIF boundaries) i accordance with Statc law In a TIF, onc or more
political subdivisions contribute up to 100% of the property tax on the increase n value
of rcal property 1n the district (tax increment) for TIF purposes Under the terms of TIF
Reinvestment Zone No. 17 and an Agreement to Participate 1n Tax Increment
Remmvestment Zone No. 17, between the City of Austin and Travis County, negotiated
with Travis County, the City of Austin will contribute 100% of its tax icrement, and
Travis County will contribute 50% of 1ts tax increment. The project will be funded by
the 1ssuance of debt that will be repaid primanly from the tax increment revenucs
collected during the 20-year duration of TIF Remvestment Zone No. 17. At the end of the
20-ycar TIF, the City will pay all remaining debt and operations and maintenance
expenditures

Cuty of Austin TIF Reinvestment Zone No 17
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Project Plan
Introduction

This document is the Project Plan for TIF Reinvestment Zone No. 17 for the Lower
Waller Creck Flood Control Improvements, in the City of Austin, Texas, as required by
Chapter 311 of the Texas Tax Code. The purpose of TIF Remvestment Zone No. 17 1s to
finance reimbursements of costs associated with flood control improvements n the
Waller Creek watershed of the City of Austin, Texas

The City of Austin will be solely responsible for managing the design and construction of
the Waller Creek tunnel project, for operating and maintaining the tunncl after 1ts
complction, and for administering the TIF zone, which s located on the castern edge of
the downtown area of Austin, Texas. In the event that actual costs exceed cstimated
project costs outlined in the project and financing plan, the City of Austin will be
responsible for funding those additional costs to the extent that project or operating costs
exceed the available TIF revenues to be contributed by the City and Travis County, as
described more fully in the financing plan that follows Upon completion, a sigmficant
amount of land will no longer be within the flood plan, and will then be sutable for
development 1t 1s estimated that the investment in private development will benefit both
the City and the County financiaily, and will also benefit City and County citizens
through the creation of jobs and recreational amenitics

The flood control improvements will be public infrastructure The proposed tunnel will
be approximately 22 feet in diameter and approximatcly 5,400 feet in length The tunnel
will onginate in Waterloo Park near East 12" Street with discharge to Lady Bird Lake
The tunnel alignment will be generally beneath Sabine Strect. Significant inlet and outlet
structures arc required and because the structures arc in parkland, aesthetics of the
structures arc a major considcration Preliminary design features include a pond, a inlet
structurc, small dam, access bridge, pump building and significant landscaping
enhancements The inlet also includes mechanical screens to ensurc operational reliability
and a system to pump small quantities of water from the tunnel to the creek This pumped
water will augment the base flow 1n the creck and by so doing enhance 1ts aesthetic
appeal and water quality Two to four storm watcr mnlets along Waller Creck downstream
of the tunncl mlct and possibly a parallel smaller diameter tunnel onginating near East 3
Street and termunating at the tunnel outlet will provide for the diversion of storm water
entering the lower Waller Creek channel  The outlet structure includes a pond, an outlet
shaft, and a de-watcring pump system On Apnl 12, 2007, the Austin City Council
created the Waller Creck Citizen Advisory Commuttee. The City Council believes 1t 1s
very important for the community to participate and provide oversight 1n the construction
and development of the Waller Creek Tunnel Project The process for finalizing park
facilitics to be located at the tunncl inlet and outlet will include consideration of
recommendations made by the Committee Exhibit 5 15 a resolution by the Commuttee
outhmng design recommendations
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On August 30, 2007, the City Council approved an amendment to the professional
services agreement with the joint venture of Brown & Root, Inc/Espey Padden for
design/bid (Phase 2) and construction management and warranty assistance (Phasc 3)
engineering services. These costs will be primanily funded with unencumbered 1998
venue project bond proceeds, and rclated bond interest earnings. Additional cxpenditures
associatcd with the design and construction of the project and other project-related costs,
including casements and right of way, will be funded by tax increment revenues derived
from ncreases in property valucs resulting from the new development. Monetary
obligations are to begin 1n the spring or carly summer of 2010, beginning with the
acquisition of easements and right of way required to begin construction of the tunnel
Construction 1s currently cstimated to start in June 2010

I Maps Showing Existing Floodplain and Map Showing Post-Project
Floodplain

TIF Reinvestment Zone No 17 includes approximately 126 acres  The boundaries of
the zone are within the area bounded on the west by Red River Street trom 12th
Street south to 3rd Street, then west along 3rd Street to Trimity Street, then south
along Trimity Street to Lady Bird Lake, on the south by Lady Bird Lake from Trinity
Street cast to Cummings Street, then cast along Cummings Street to East Avenue; on
the cast by East Avenue from Cummings Street north to the south bound access road
of TH-35, then along said access road north to 11th Street, then west along 11th Street
to Sabme Street, and north along Sabine Street to Red River Street, and on the north
by 12th Street between Sabine Street and Red River Street. Existing land usc
includes commercial, residential and public use, including park land The extent of
the floodplain within the TIF Remvestment Zone No. 17 currently precludes many
development options

Exhibits 1 and 2 show the existing floodplain and post-project floodplains
superimposed on an aenal showing land uscs in the zone Exhibit 3 shows the zone
boundary Renderings of the Waller Creck Tunnel inlet and outlet are shown in
Exhibits 7 and 8

II. Proposed Changes of Zoning Ordinances, the Master Plan of the
Municipality, Building Codes, and Other Municipal Ordinances

All project construction 1s anticipated to adhere to existing design and building
critena and regulations. Currently, there are no proposed changes to City ordinances,
master plans or bmlding codes In the future, regulatory changes may be
recommended as part of the Downtown Austin Master Plan (Downtown Plan), which
1s currently being formulated with stakeholder input, and 1s summarized below.

Downtown Plan
As a city, Austin is seen as one of the best in the country, with a long and growing list
of “Bests,” including:
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e Istplace - “Best Large Caty for Relocating Families" (The Worldwide
Employee Relocation Council (ERC), Primacy Relocation and Sperling's
BestPlaces, Junc 2004)

* st place (for the second consecutive year) — “Top 10 Cities for Hispanics to
Live In" (Hispanic magazine, August 2005)

» 2nd place - Top Creative Class Citics (The Rise of the Creative Class, Richard

Florida, 2002)

2nd place - "Ten Greenest Citics" list (Vegetarian Times’ July/August 2005)

3rd place - "Best Places™ for business and carcers (Forbes, May 2005)

6th place - Nation’s top tech hubs (Silicon Valley study, September 2005)

11th place - “The 25 Best Running Citics in America" and (Runner's World

July 2005)

s One of the top 10 cities to be a dog (DogFancy November 2005)

At the heart of all these accolades are Austin’s citizens, their love for the City, and 1n
a very tangible sense, downtown Downtown Austin 1s the City’s central busimess
district, the entertainment hub, the primary tounst destination, and home to City,
County and State governmental activitics.

Downtown Austin, however, 15 1n a penod of transition. On the one hand, downtown
1s experiencing tremendous growth 1n the housing scctor based on strong demand.

On the other hand, downtown 1s struggling to maintain or recapture 1ts retail and
officc market share as office buildings and shopping centers are being built further
and further away from downtown to accommodate a growing suburban population If
left unchecked, this development pattern will lead to the advancement of one sector to
the possible exclusion and detriment of others,

On December 15, 2005, the Austin City Council adopted a resolution initiating a
planning process for downtown Austin, including the Waller Creek TIF arca. The
Council action required the selection of a nationally-reccognized consultant with
downtown expertisc to develop the Downtown Plan by working with stakcholders,
including but not limited to state, federal and local governments, the Capital
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, downtown ncighborhood associations and
downtown business groups, affordable housg advocatcs, parks groups and
cnvironmental orgamzations The consultant’s scope of work was to mclude the
following

1 Implement ordinance moderizations, mcluding but not limited to Floor to Area
standards and procedures for mod:ifying where appropnate, height standards and
proccdures for modifying where appropnate, and, funding ordinances for
infrastructure

2. ldentify nght-of-way for passenger rail and dedicated bus thoroughfares

Develop a program and procedure for the sale and development of government-

owned land

G

City of Austin TIF Remnvestment Zone No 17
Project and Financing Plan
Page 5



4 ldentify cast-west and north-south rail lines and dedicate station locations
downtown

5 Integrate the Downtown Neighborhood Plan and the Transit Oriented
Development Ordinance Convention Center Station Arca Planning effort into the
Downtown Plan and Ordinance

6 Identify strategics and best practices for affordable work force housing in the
downtown arca

In Apnl 2007, the City contracted with the ROMA Design Group to assist with the
development of the Downtown Plan. The contract for the Downtown Plan envisions
that the plan will unfold 1n phascs

Phasc Onc -- Analyzc bascline information, interview key stakeholders, assess
opportunitics and challenges, and craft a strategic framework with clearly prioriized
actions aimed at implementing the downtown vision. The phasc one work will
require six months to complete

Phasc Two — Implementation of the identified high-priority items

Proposed regulatory changes considered in the Downtown Plan will be cvaluated for
any potential impacts on the construction of the proposed TIF improvements and
future redevelopment and assessed valuation within the TIF arca  The City of Austin
cxpects that any regulatory changes that may be recommended will enhance
redevelopment opporturitics and density (and thus, valuation) beyond the baseline
assumptions included 1n the feasibility scction of this report

Waller Creck Master Plan

The City 15 1n the process of selecting a consultant to create a Waller Creck Master
Plan, which will emphasize planning beyond the completion of the tunnel project A
request for quabifications was 1ssucd 1n November 2007 and a notice to proceed 1s
cxpected to be 1ssued 1n May 2008 after the consultant has been sclected. The plan s
cxpected to take approximately 24 months to complete and will include an asscssment
of basclinc conditions within the district, community visioning, and a final report that
will include an implementation plan and cost estimatces.

IT11.  List of Estimated Non-Project Costs

The project 1s necessary to revise the floodplain in the zone. Anticipated
redevclopment within the zone will be accomplished by private developers after the
construction of the project Non-project costs are thosc development items that will
be funded by others and are necessary for the implementation of the project No tax
increment reimbursement 1s provided for non-project costs  No non-project
improvements or costs are proposed.
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IV.  Statement of Method of Relocating Persons to be Displaced as a Result of
Implementing the Project

No persons will be displaced as a result of the construction of the project
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Reinvestment Zone Financing Plan

As outlined previously, under the terms of TIF Reinvestment Zonc No. 17 and the
Agreement to Participate in Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone No 17, between the City
of Austin and Travis County, the City of Austin will contribute 100% of 1ts tax
mcrement, and Travis County will contnibute 50% of 1ts tax merement. The project will
be funded by the 1ssuance of debt that will be repaid primarily from the revenues of the
20-year TIF Remvestment Zonc No. 17 At the end of the 20-year TIF, the City will pay
all remaining debt and opcrations and maintecnance expenditures

L. List of the Estimated Project Costs of the Zone Including Administrative
and Recurring Expenses

The following list itemzes the estimated infrastructurce project costs for TIF
Remnvestment Zone No 17. The zone 1s expected to incur bond financing costs but these
costs have not been included 1n the list below  Linc item amounts may be adjusted with
approval of the TIF Remvestment Zonc No 17 Board of Directors  Additional
construction cost estimate information 1s available in Waller Creek Tunnel Construction
and O&M Cost Estimates Update, Brown & Root/Espey Padden Jomnt Venture, October
6, 2006

Project Capital Item Estimated Cost

Construction Costs

Inlet, with Mechanical Screens £21,605,000
Tunnel on Sabine Street alignment 27,566,000
Outlet 13,300,000
Intervening Storm Sewer Connections 32,260,000
Total Construction Cost $94,731,000
Right-of-Way
Tunnel $702,000
Intervening storm scwer connections 730,000
Total Right-of-Way Cost: $1,432.000
Other Project Costs
Engineering, Testing & Construction Management $27,610,000
Adminstrative
Zone Creation 150,000
City Real Estate Acquisttion Services 200,000
City Project Management (2 0%) 1,900,000
Total Admimnstrative: £2,250,000
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Project Contingencics

Construction (5 to 15% included above) $ 0
Right-of ~-Way (10%) 143,000
Engineering (5%) 1,381.000
Total Contingency (cxcluding construction) $1,524,000
Total Project Capital Cost $127,547,000
Project Annual Costs
Operation and Maintenance (1in 2006 dollars) $2,632,000
Zone Admimistration 30,000
Total Annual Cost $2,662,000

II. Statement Listing the Kind, Number and Location of All Proposed
Public Works or Public Improvements in the Zone

The Waller Creek bypass tunnel 1s located throughout the Zone as shown in Exhibit 4.
II1. Economic Feasibility Studies

The Brown & Root/Espey Padden Joint Venture prepared economic models of
development resulting from the project and increascs in tax revenues resulting from the
development The project was found to be economucally viable Economic studics of the
project were also prepared by Spillete Consulting and Charles Heimsmath and also
demonstrated the cconomic viabihity of the project. These cconomic studies are on file
with the Board of TIF Rcinvestment Zone No 17 and the City Council of the City, and
are incorporated by reference nto this project plan  The Waller Creek TIF estimated
buildout and tax revenucs are attached as Exhibit 8§ Buildout assumptions are attached as
Exhibit 9.

V. The Estimated Amount of Bonded Indebtedness to be Incurred

The estimated amount of bonded indebtedness to be incurred by the TIF Reinvesiment
Zone No 17 1s shown below,

Estimated capital cost of project (in millions) $127.55
Cash on hand: (27.30)
Balance to be financed. $100.25
Inflated balance $109 48

V. The Time When Monetary Obligations are to be Incurred

Monetary obhgations arc to begin n the spring or carly summer of 2010, beginning with
the acquisition of easements and night of way required to begin construction of the tunnel
Construction 15 currently estimated to start in June 2010 Project design was mitiated in
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August 2007 and will be paid for with the City’s cash-on-hand provided by the 1998
bond proceeds plus related interest carnings

The City and County tax increments, as sct out in the Agreement with Travis County, arc
expected to provide sufficient funds to pay the costs of the project; however, there are
timing issues associated with the cash flows during the 20-year lifc of the TIF

Collection of TIF revenue 1s cxpected to begin n fiscal year 2009 and end 1n fiscal year
2028. To smooth out the cash flows during the life of the TIF, an additional source of
funding for the project 1s available from within the Convention Center/Waller Creck
venue to supplement the available TIF revenue when needed to help cover project costs
or debt service. The refunding of the Hilton Hotel bonds that occurred in December 2006
provides for the payment of net revenue from the hotel to the Austin Convention
Enterprises Corporation (ACE) and ultimatcly to the City  These net revenucs are not
hotel tax revenues, but represent revenues from the hotel project. The usc of these
revenues strengthens the final financing plan  Using this additional funding will provide
addtional security for the bond holders when debt 1s 1ssued to finance the project, thus
helping to lower the interest rate  Usc of these revenues will also solve cash flow issucs
in the early years of the TIF before the tax increment has significantly grown, and will
provide a reserve for unanticipated problems that might be encountered during the long
design and construction phascs As outlined 1n the project plan, should actual costs
exceed estimated project costs, then the City of Austin will be responsible for funding
those additional costs if project or operating costs exceed the available TIF revenues to be
contributed by the City and Travis County

VII. Description of the Method of Financing All Estimated Project Costs and the
Expected Sources of Revenue to Finance or Pay Project Costs Including the
Percentage of Tax Increment to be Derived from the Property Taxes of Each
Taxing Unit that Levies Taxes on Real Property in the Zone

Description of the Methods of Financing

The City of Austin 1s allowed, under the provisions of Section 311 015 of the Tax
Increment Financing Act, to 1ssuc tax increment bonds or notes, the proceeds of which
may be used to provide for project-related costs  The City possesses the authonty under
Texas law to 1ssue certificates of obligation to finance projects such as those described 1n
this project plan. The City will 1ssue debt under 1ts own authority to finance design and
construction of the tunncl project  The City of Austin will be responsible for managing
the financing process for the tunnel project and intends to 1ssue future certificates of
obligation to fund construction and other related project costs as needed. When the City
issues cerfificates of obhgation to fund project costs described m this project plan,
revenues deposited to the credit of the tax increment fund for TIF Reinvestment Zone No
17 will be made available to the City for the purpose of paying the debt service on the
certificates of obligation By 1ssuing certificates of obligation, the City assumes the nisk
1if future deveclopment 1s not sufficient to pay for all costs related to the construction of the
tunncl Travis County will be responsible only for contributing 50% of 1ts tax increment
to be dernived from the TIF Remnvestment Zone No 17 The terms and conditions
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outlined in the Agreement between the City of Austin and Travis County and n this
financing plan will be incorporated into any bond covenants associated with the 1ssuance
of debt related to this project.

Sources of Tax Increment Revenue

The tax increment revenue necessary to pay the project costs 1s expected to come from
increased property values n the zone due to construction of new commercial and
residential buildings. Estimated buildout and tax revenues are shown i Eximbit 8.
Buildout assumptions are shown in Exhibit 9.

The financing plan is based on the City of Austin contributing 100% of their collected
icremental tax revenue to the zone and Travis County contributing 50% of therr
collected incremental tax revenue to the zone Tax rates that were in effect when the TIF
Reinvestment Zone No 17 was cstabhished in June 2007 are shown below

Taxing Unit Total Tax Rate Tax Rate Dedicated % Dedicated
City of Austin 30 4126/3100 $0 4126/3100 100%
Travis County $0.4499/8100 $0.22495/8100 50%

VIIL. The Current Total Appraised Value of Taxable Real Property in the Zone

Thc total appraised value withm the TIF Reinvestment Zone No. 17 based on values for
the 2006 tax year when the TIF was established in June 2007 was $173 6 mllion. Recent
valucs from the Travis County Appraisal District for the 2007 tax ycar are approximately
$236 2 million assocrated with taxable propertics in the City of Austin and $228 1 million
in Travis County Exhibit 8, which depicts estimated tax revenuc over the 20-year TIF
period, has been updated to reflect the updated 2007 tax values. These updated tax valucs
have also been incorporated 1n the Agreement to Participate in Tax Increment
Renvestment Zone No. 17, between the City of Austin and Travis County,

IX. The Estimated Captured Value of the Zone During Each Year of its
Existence

The estimated captured appraised valuc of the TIF Reinvestment Zone No 17 during
cach year of 1ts existence 1s shown 1n Exhibit 8. The estimated appraised valuc for tax
year 2007 has increased compared to the valuc ongmally projected The assumptions in
the Brown & Root/Espey Padden Joint Venture economic model related to cumulative
asscssed value increment within the zone over the cstimated life of the TIF are considered
reasonable and maternially accurate for purposes of projecting future tax increment
revenucs. Estimated buildout and tax revenucs are shown m Exhibit 8 Buildout
assumptions arc shown in Exhibit 9

X. Duration of the Zone
Ciy of Austin TIF Renvesumnent Zone No 17
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The duration of the TIF Reinvestment Zone No 17 1s 20 years. The Austin City Council
has established January 1, 2008 as the first year of the TIF Reinvestment Zone No 17,
with the TIF basc valuation dated January 1, 2007. January 1, 2008 will be the first datc
for which the TIF captured appraised value will be recorded Fiscal year 2009 will be the
first year in which both the City and Travis County pay their associated tax increment
into the TIF fund that will be established pursuant to the Agreement The TIF
Reinvestment Zonc No 17 will terminate on September 30, 2028, or the date on which
the project has been fully implemented and all Project Costs of the TIF District, including
any debt or interest on that debt, 1ssued by the City in accordance with the financing plan
have been paid or otherwise satisficd in full The Partics may agree to terminate the TIF
agrcement prior to the termination date only by written agreement signed by both partics,
which agreement shall include the actual termination date, and the disposition of funds
that have not been disbursed.
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Resolution of the Waller Creek Citizen Advisory Committee

Whereas, the Waller Creck Citizen Advisory Committee (WCCAC) was created by City Council as
advisory and oversight group for the Waller Creek Tunnel Project, and

Whereas, the City’s tunnel design consultant has advised the City there are several issues that must be
resolved at this time to remain on schedule for the tunnel design and construction, but as engineering and
design work continue, further recommendations may be considered, and

Whereas, the current 1ssues concern,
1 Base water flow n the creek
2 Character of the inlet and outlet structures;
3 Overall appearance and public availability of the Watler Creek area upon completion

Whereas, the WCCAC has undertaken to provide recommendations on the abave issues, and has held
scveral meetings and reached out to the community to make well-informed recommendations, and

Whereas, the WCCAC has developed design recommendations that are based in part on comments and
suggestions recerved from individuals, organizations represented by members of the WCCAC, and other
City boards and commissions, and from the public at a design workshop held November 17, 2007,

NOW THEREFORE BE [T RESOLVED THAT

The WCCAC makes the following design recommendations to City Council for the Waller Creek Tunnel
Project.

| ‘Tunnel Inlet at Waterloo Park: The inlet should be designed so it 15 friendly to both organized
events and casual users, and water is part of the overall experience It should be designed and
engineered so the operational requirements of the inlet structure are as unobtrusive as possible,
while maintaining public safety

2 Tunnel Qutlet at Lady Bird Lake. The outlet should be designed to maintain the natural character

of the shoreline of Lady Bird Lake, and should not include an amphitheater The island that serves

as a nesting site for water foul should be preserved

Tunnel project design and engineering should plan for a basc water flow rate that
a Is steady in order to maintain a reasonable depth, health and movement of water,
b Does not impede access or use for all individuals along the creek, and
¢ Does not cause additional erosion problems

4 Tunnel project design and engineering should minimize exclusionary uses, and provide a variety
of mutually compatible uses along the creek corridor which will allow the greatest number of
people to engage in recreational activity along Waller Creek at any given time, and should not
include activities that will impede some existing uses. The design should alse ensure the channel
includes areas of riparian habitat that wil] promote the establishment of other native flora and

)
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