ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2008-0006 HI.C DATE: March 24, 2008
PC DATE: May 13. 2008

APPLICANT: Marilynn McKown Goode

HISTORIC NAME: Wiley-McKown House

WATERSHED: Blunn Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1815 Travis Heights Boulevard
ZONING FROM: SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) to single family

residence, neighborhood plan — Historic Landmark (SF-3-H-NP) combining district
zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: March 24, 2007: Recommended
the proposed zoning change from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-
NP) district zoning to single family residence — Historic Landmark, neighborhood
plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning for the 2 % lots containing the house
and pool. Vote: 7-0 (Leary absent).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change
from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) district zoning to single
family residence — Historic Landmark, neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining
district zoning for the 2 % lots containing the house and pool. Vote: 9-0.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: May 22, 2008 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: South River City Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The ca. 1935 house is an excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival residential
design, and is associated with Professor C.A. Wiley of the University of Texas, an
authority on agricultural economics, as well as Arthur Lee McKown of the McKown
& Sons construction firm, responsible for the construction of I-35 as well as many
streets, bridges, and highways in Austin and the surrounding area. The house is
also a local landmark in Travis Heights for its siting on a large hill and the presence



of several radio towers associated with McKown’s HAM radio operations in the
1950s.

Architecture:

One-story, irregular-plan, hipped-roof Spanish Colonial Revival-styled hollow-brick
house with stucco cladding, and a projecting central front gable; second-story
section over the integral garage; Italian tile roof; 1:1 fenestration with a three-part
window in the projecting front gable. The house has a flat parapet at the hipped-
roof with a roof terrace with a metal railing. The house was built to be as fire-proof
as possible, with a minimum of wood used in the house.

Historical Associations:

The house was built in 1935 for Professor Clarence Alton Wiley (1890-1956), who
taught agricultural economics at the University of Texas for 35 years. Wiley, born
in Blanco County, received his bachelor's and Master’s degrees in economics from
the University of Texas and his doctorate from the University of Wisconsin. Wiley’s
principal works were in developing the theory of the integrated economy to solve the
isolation of American farmers. Wiley noted that farming families had become
increasingly isolated from the national economy as evidenced by rural poverty, and
the lack of telephones and electricity on farms. He advanced the ideas that with the
greater integration of farming families into the mainstream economy would come
increasing specialization and division of labor, attracting capital and technology,
and resulting in higher productivity. Wiley lived in this house until 1943, when he
sold it to Arthur Lee McKown, son of R.J. and Susie Rebecca McKown, who founded
the McKown and Sons Construction Company.

McKown and Sons was one of the most prolific construction firms in Texas,
beginning in the Dallas and Texarkana area, but working on projects state-wide. In
addition to building levees, private homes, and commercial buildings, the firm was
principally known for its highway and street construction projects, including the
highway from Austin to Manor in 1927 and the conversion of East Avenue into the
Interregional Highway (now I-35) in the 1950s. Arthur Lee McKown moved to
Austin permanently in 1943, purchasing this property from Professor Wiley. At the
same time, McKown established Austin Sand and Gravel Company and Capitol
Ready Mix on Bolm Road to supply their business with the natural resources
necessary for their road construction projects. When they sold the company in 1958,
they began working principally in the installation of underground utilities. Arthur
McKown was a noted HAM radio operator in the 1950s; he built several antennae at
the house, which remain a landmark on the Travis Heights hill to this day. The
house has been in the McKown family since 1943.

PARCEL NO.: 03030206200000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 24-26 and the south 12.5 feet of Lot 23 and the north
25 feet of Lot 27, Block 34, Travis Heights.

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,980 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,000 (the
greater of $2,000 or ¥ of the city taxes).

APPRAISED VALUE: $793,348

PRESENT USE: Single-family residence.



CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS

Marilynn McKown Goode, Trustee of the Mary B. McKown Trust
P.O. Box 1204

Bertram, Texas 78605

DATE BUILT: ca. 1935
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None apparent.
ORIGINAL OWNER(S): C.A. Wiley (1935)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.







Wiley-McKown House
ca. 1935
1815 Travis Heights Boulevard



OVERVIEW OF PROPERTIES HISTORY-1815 Teavis Heights Blvd.

On October 1, 1930, Irene Hamilton Chuon sold South 12 % feet of Lot 25 and all of Lot 26 Block
34 of the Travis Heights addition 10 C.A, Wiley and wife Effie Wilcy. Jamuary 1, 1931, paid $1087.50.
Warmanty Deed: Recorded in Beok 461, Page 87 Deed Records of Travis County, Texas. On March 16,
1934 Wiley's got a Mechanic®s Lien 1o build the house at 1815 Travis Heights Blvd for a cost of $6175.00,
H.G. Epperson to erect on the North % of lot 27, Lot 26, South 12 % feet of Lot 25 Block 34 Travis Height
addition. City of Austin, Texas, County of Travis show on their tax records house was completed in 1935 in
the Spanish Renzissance Style. On September 11, 1943, C.A. Wiley and wife Effis Wiley sold property to
A-L. McKown and wife Blanche McKown Warranty Deed; Dated: September 11, 1943, Book 723, Pages
266-276. Since 1929 there have been aoly two owners of this propesty, C.A. Wiley and wife Bffie Wiley,
and A.L. McKawn and wife Blanche McKown, Blanche passed eway on July 13, 2003 and it is now in the
hands of their only danghter Marilymn McKown Goode, Trusiee of the Mazy B. McKown Trast.

The original owner, Dr, Wiley, was a professor of economics at the University of Texas for many
years. The Wiley's built this hame sfier they lived in the one that they built to the south first (1819 Travis
Heights Bivd), which was designed by the Dean of Architecture st UT. They lived at this address for eight
years before selling it to the McKown's. Their desire when building the home was to make a home as fire
proof o3 was possible at the time. There was very little wood used to build the house and most is found in
the roof, which is covered with a special imparted tile from Italy, The other location of wood is the oak
wood floars throughout the houss, cxcept in the bathrooms. The walls are mads of bollow brick covered
with sticea, and the ceilings are covered with metal lath and stucco.

The cross ventilaticn with all the windows that open to the south and southeast, and the location
on the top of the hill made it a perfect house to enjoy io the hot months before air conditioners were
invented. Blanche would open all ths doors and windows early in the morning latting the cool air in and at
noou ¢close it up and the house would stay cool during the rest of the day. The windows on the north side of
the house were limited to only four, with two of them being small, This helped keep out the winter cold,
and in the winter the sun is lower on the horizon in the south. This allows the sua to warm you in the
winter when it shines through the windows. The tile floor in the dining room is fiom Mexico and holds the
heat when the suo shines in the east side doors in the winter. Open gas heaters were used in winter and air
conditioner window units were used untit 2003 when central heatlair was added to the house.

In 1951, Blanche was cooking beans in a pressure cooker and it blew its top. Unfortunately the
vent hood was foo bent to uss anymoze, 5o a carpenter was hired to build & new knsity pine upper cabinet
with metal cabinets installed below. At this time & new Kitchen Ald suromatic dishwasher was installed,
along with a new stove. The wall batween (he back kitchen door and the kitchen was also removed at this
time. 1t had been the entrance the icemsn had used before refrigerators had trays for making ice cubes.

In 2003, the kitchen received an upgrade. Knotuty pine cabinets were added on the bottom and the
old metal ones wers removed, All new clectrical appliances were also added at this time. The washer and
dryer conmections were brought inside to the kitchen, from cutside in the garage.

On the outside of the bouse, theve is 4 long staircase that lesds to a deck on top of the bouse. This
was and atifl is used to view downlown Austin,

The McKown's purchased the Jots on the notth side of the house in the 1940’5 1o protect the view
of Austin. There are very few lots of this size Jeft in the Travis Heights area where there are no houses.
The house itse)f was built atop one of ¢he highest points in South Austin.

Blatche MeKown Jived in the house uniil 2000, Upon ber move to Bertram, her grandchild, Sarsh,
along with husband Mike Heidler moved ta the house. They remzined there until Mike sntered law school

in 2005, and it is currently used es a rental property.



SIGNIFICANCE:

The house at 1815 Travis Heights Blvd is significant under several of the landmark
criteria. Its unique style embodies the distinguishing characteristios of the Spanish
Eclectic, Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival, and the desire of the original owners to build
a house thet was largely fireproof represents a technological irmovation in construction.
Also, the property has a significant association with both an owner and an event of
historical importance. This house was the primary residence for Arthur McKown, & man
whose construction business was largely involved in the expansion of Austin roads
(including the transformation of East Avere to TH-35). In addition, this house was the
location of the HAM radio operation Arthur set-up in the 1950°s. Finally, this propesty
has a distinct community value. It has 2 very unique location, at the top of a hill with
several surrounding lots that were purchased in the 1940°s to protect the view of
downtown Austin.



DEED CHRONOLOGY
Transsction Vol./Page

Irene Hamilton Chnmn to C.A. Wiley Vol. 461, pp. 87
And wife Effic Wiley, South 12 4 feet

Of Lot 25 and all of Lot 26, Block 34

Cctober 1, 1930

$1087.50

1934 March 16, 1934 Wikey's got a Mechanic®s Lien to build the house at 1815 Travis Heights
Blvd. cost $6,175.00, H.G. Eppersan to erect on the North 14 of ot 27, Lot 26, South 12 % feet
of Lot 25 Block 34 Travis Height addition. City of Austin , Texas , County of Travis show on
their tax records house was built 1935

C.A. Wiley and wife Effie Wiley to Vol 723, pp. 266-276
AL. McKown and wife Blanche McKown

August 26, 1943
$11000.00



Year

1934-1943
1943-2000
2000-2005

OCCUPANCY HISTORY

Occupant Name and Reference

C.A. Wiley (Effic), UT Economics Professor
A L. McKown (Blanche), Construction
Mike Heidler (Sarsh), grandchildren
Stephen Levay, leases

Marilynn Goodo
Marilyan Goodo
Marilyna Goode



Significant Dates for Construction

1935-house was built
1951-upper knotty pine cabinets with metal cabinets below, dishwasher, and new
stove installed in kitchen; wall removed between back kitchen door and kitchen

1952-backyard pool built

2002-0ld metal cabinets removed and replaced with knotty-pine cabinets; new
electric appliances added; washer/dryer connections brought to kitchen from
garage

2003-antenna towers removed; extra storage honses removed from property; pool
filled in; centrel air added to house; staircages brought up to city code with extra
rails added; energy efficient windows added, except at the front of the house;
extra gutters added

2004-new flooring in kitchen

2005-back kitchen door changed from two doors and repleced with one door with
& panel; railing added to back, outside staircase

2008-new Anderson storm doors added
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BIOGRAPHY OF ARTHUR MCKOWN

Parents of Arthur Lee were R.J. and Susie Rebecca McKown, whose family moved into
East Texas in the 1800’s. R.J. first worked in and around Texarkana, and the Dallas area.
In 1927 they built the highway between Austin and Manor, Texas. At that time, their
three sons, Obert Bernice, Austin S, and Arthur Lee were all owners of the McKown and
Sons Constructions Co. Their work took them all over the state, building levees,
commercial buildings, private homes, streets first made of brick and then later crushed
limestone with an overlay of asphalt or concrete. They also built airstrips, bridges,
overpasses, and super highways, and installed underground utilities, They began working
with mules and later diesel engines. Arthur often invented machinery to make their jobs
easier throughout the years.

McKown and Sons Construction were some of the first contractors to transform East
Avenue into [H 35 thru Austin, both north and south of downtown. Through the years
they did many jobs in Austin, resurfacing streets, and building new ones.

Arthur McKown married Mary Blanche True and had two children, Jimmie True and
Marilynn Jean McKown. Unfortunately, Jimmie died at the age of 15 months from
deformed kidneys. Marilynn Jean was born in a trailer bouse built by Arthur on rented
property that was later purchased by a nephew and is still owned by that part of the
family today (2008).

In 1948, when McKown and Sons were constructing the 7® Street overpass they decided
to make Austin their permanent home and built Austin Sand and Gravel on Bohm Road,
with asphalt and ready mix plants at this same location to support their businesses. Austin
Sand and Gravel was eventually sold, along with Capital Ready Mix, in 1958 and is now
Capitol Aggregates.

Arthur, his wife Blanche, their daughter Marilynn and her first husband John started
H&M Construction in 1962, doing underground utility work. Some of the more notsble
subdivisions were Northweat Hills, and Lakeway.

The McKown'’s grandsons, John Jr. and Arthur Lee Hughes, have been working in the
Austin srea doing construction projects with their father John and currently have
contracts with the city

In 1958, after McKown and Sons was sold, Arthur became a Ham Radio QOperator, and
had the radio name “Art at KSJNY.” Due to the location of the house on a hill, many
antennas could be installed that allowed him to conmmumicate with peeple from all over
the world. Arthur received a certificate from the U.S. Government for his help with
phone patches to the military personal and their families.

Arthur Lee died in October 1989, and Blanche remained in their home till 2000, when
she moved closer to Marilynn in Bertram. When she moved out of the house her
granddaughter Sarah and husband Mike Heidler moved in. When they moved to New

Haven, CT to attend law school in 2005, the house became a rental property. Blanche
died in July 2003, and Marilynn McKown Goode now owns this property. The Heidler’s
have plans to move back to the property.
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rather than using the more customary crushed
rock in the mixture.

Because of the unique problem of widespread
area versus concentrated populstion, Texas
roadbuilding is breaking all former records. To
cope with the mountiog necessity for materials,
Arthur Lee McKown designed and built a

“push buiton” sand and gravel plant utilizing a
hydraulic intake system —first of its type in

<

Auttin sxpressway {ripht} constructed leigely by McKowa corparstions,

Mmny hundred miles of the pplendid high-
wtys, bridges and which bring
statesmen and lawmekers into the Texas cap-
ital city have been constructed by the enter-
prising McKown family of Austin, Originelly
established as a partnership of-the father, R. J.
McKown, and sons, O. B, Arthur Lee, and
Austin, the family has now vested their in-
terests into 3 carporationy handling construction
throughout the entire state.

Thesa corporations, McKown & Sons, Austin
Sand and Gravel and McEown Brothers, Ine.,
in order to supply thelr extensive road and
bridge comstructing operations, built and op-
erate thelr own sand and gravel planis located
along the banks of the Coloredo River, After
funishing the majority of the crushed rock
used in the construction of Field in
1942, the family corporations set up a hot mix
asphalt concrete plant in which river ssnd and
gravel were used as the principal ingredients,

simuitaneousiy.
With the sprawling lsyout of the 3 corpore-
tions, river ted a problem involv.

builders and owners of the only private bridge
to cross the Colorado River, All their ponderous
equipment, including a 35-ton crape, will then
be able to arrive at and leave from the plant
without traveling up or down the river to cross.

The aggressive McKown family figures promi-
nrently in the long range highwey tr .
tion program which is the lifeblood of Texas
economy., Of the future of these various enter-

ment; the demand for sand and gravel, as
well as for roadbuilding, seems virtuslly end-
less; and we've a supply scurce for many years
from the river. With good fortuns, the sky will
be the only limit to our expansion.”

%&Z'



0.B.MCKOWN, SR. AUSTIN 8. MCKOWN

ARTHUR LEE MCKOWN,

1952

SEATED: FATHER R. J. MCKOWN



Marilynn children: John R. Hughes Bomn 1957
Sarah Rebekah Goode Heidler, Born 1978
Artic Lee Hughes Bom 1965

Photo taken at 1815 Travis Heights. Blvd.
Home of grandparents Arthur and Blanche

Marilynn’s sons John and Artie Hughes are in the Utility Construction,
doing business with their dad for the City of Austin 2008

Sarah Heidler is an Interior Decorator, working in Austin, Texas 2008



Mike and Sarah Heidler, Sareh granddaughter of Arthur and Blanche McKown,
lived in the house for three years before moving New Haven CT
Mike in Law school till 2007, plan is to move back into houss 2009
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A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING ;%;I«O‘x

i (015! _sé

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY _
e numeere). (/Y -2pos-oa8 ¢

A@mmm R"Q‘?[ﬂfr
TENTATIVE MLC DATE:

TENTATIVE PC or ZAP DATE: i1
TENTATIVE CC DA CITY INTIATED: YEB /6K -
CASE MANAGER: En Verl vask . ROLLBACK: . YESNO
BASIC PROJECTDATA: |

1.omveres name_[Naribiann 03 clnon fiocde,

2. PROJECT NAME; ) iadilRid- Vine

3. PROJECT STREET {or Rangek

ar_ o COUNTY_TxaVrs

IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:
LOGATED ________ FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N, §. E. W. {CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF
(ROAD NAME F'ROPERI‘YFRONI’SONTO) WHICH IS

APPROXIMATELY _ DISTANCE F
T LITH CROtE BTRELY.
AREA TO BE REZONED:
ancres_ WO {OR) sarr_[140

6. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:
EXISTING EXISTING TRACT#  ACRES/SQ.FT. PROPOSED

T L ity w0 aveso | UsE ZONING
SF3 THAN 1) v
WP gdduner. 1090 sg.fr  moidemce, SFBNP
RELATED CURRENT CASES
S. ACTIVE ZONING CASE? (YES/ FILE NUMBER:
7. REBTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES /80) FILE NUMBER:

[o. sTe PLAN? S/ PEE MR




PROPERTY DESCRIPTION {SUB nmsﬁu on METES AND BOUNDS

Lot 2d-2e +S. 12.5 Lot 23 N 25 r—-+oew+'c1 %kmva
DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL LD.: M
11. voLume_ 11D pace MO T raxparceL 1. no. 03-002-0L S0 0000

OTHER PROVISIONS:

1Z t8 PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT / OVERLAY ZONE? YES [ ,
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCDNP, S River Q

13, LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR REGISTER HISTORIC DiS YES

14,18 A TIA REQUIRED? YES (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING 1S NOT ING)

TRIPS PER DAY
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S):

OWNERSHIP TYPE:

—_COMMUNITY PROPERTY __PARTNERSHIP ___ CORPORATION x TJRUST

MMQQWMVL@%%WHW«MWM

;?GMNRWML_W
e b= o o




E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

conceming
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,
Restrictive Covenants
and/or
Zoning Conditional Overlays

t._M&Wmmwmmmm
rmme of
restrictions covenants and/or zoning conditional overiays prohibiting certain uses and/or requiring

MInmmi.mmmmmmmhm.mm

9IS Trovis ﬁg,S A Bl Buotin 13
TAddress or Legal Desonpiion) f

if a confiict shauld result with the request | am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision plat notes,
deed restrictions, restriclive covenants and/or 2oning conditional overtays it will be my responsibility to resolve
it. | also acknowtedge that | understand the implications of use and/or development restrictions that are a
result of a subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditionat overtays.

I understand that if requestad, | must provide coples of any and all subdivision plat notes, deed resbictions,
restriclive covenants and/or zoning conditional overiay information which may apply to this property.

_WQM 2/ acof
s signature) (Date)




TAX CERTIFICATR NO 611364
Ne. lda Wells Spear
Travis County Tax Asaessor Collector
$.0. Box 1748
5 78767

WLE @A
551&) 854-9473

D W S S B i S Y T Y R Y S D S S e S e e S A R R AR e T e e

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 03-0302-0620-0000

PROPERTY OWNER: PROPERTY DBESCRIPTION:

GOODB MBRILYN'N MCROWN TRUSTEE LOT 24 26 *& S 12.5 PT OF LOT 23 *
PO B l{%%¥ MCEKOWN TRUST HEIG}I‘I‘S LOT 27 BLK 34 TRAVIS
BERTRAM, TX 78605-1204

ACRES 0.000 MINY .00000 TYPE

o certif that after a careful ¢ ':l.'.n records of thie of ice, the
&g &ggm: taxe penalt a.snd tereats are due on
esc properl:y ot foll g tax un t(

YEAR ITY TQTAL
2007 ADBTIN 9,226.64
TY OF ADSTIN {TRAV) 3,200.37
S ComTy HEALTHCARE DISTRICT 3'323'33
Accqmvrs 760.03
TOTAL SEQUENCE O 17,081.59
TOTAL TAX: 17,081.59

ONBAID ?335: * NONE *

INTEREST ON FEES: * NONE *

couuzssrou. * NONE *
TOTAL DUE ==> 17,081.59

ALL mﬁg PAID IN FULL PRICR TO AND IRCLUDING THE YEAR 2007 EXCEPT FOR UNPAID
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vt 2§ s Certggigatgg? State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
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GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF 01/22/2008
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Pee Paid: $10.00 'rg:}E Bgo ec T
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