Chapter 1 Addendum

Introduction

The Austin Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan was adopyetie Austin City Council in 1979. This approvallbwed nearly a decade
of intense deliberations by the citizens of Auségarding critical choices facing the future of fgstin region. This was in direct
response to rapid changes that Austin had expedkeincthe previous three decades. From 1950 — tt#8population of Austin
more than doubled. (The City of Austin’s populatinareased from 132, 459 to 345,890, and the regjoopulation increased from
256,645 to 585,051). The prevailing developmentepatchanged from traditional mixed use neighbodsagghtly focused around
downtown to sprawling low density/single use depeient typical of the post-war period.

Austin residents involved in the development of Austin Tomorrow viewed these changes from twoirlisly different
perspectives. Some were excited about the prosp#ot Austin Region growing.into a premier metripo area that offered
unparalleled cultural and economic opportunitiethe®s were concerned that sprawling developmenenpatlacked identity and
were threatening Austin’s sense of community, stugpnatural environment, and fiscal viability. TAastin Tomorrow
Comprehensive Plan sought to introduce policiesstiradegies that accommodated the anticipated rasvile mitigating their
negative environmental, social, and fiscal.impacts.

Many of these policies and strategies have subsdéguren implemented. A series of ordinances aithiives implemented in the
decades of the 1980s and 1990s resulted in gne@tection of water quality, endangered specied,adher environmental
resources. Other initiatives were designed to gthem neighborhoods, direct growth into desirecetigyment zones, promote a
greater mixture of land uses; revitalize downtopnoyide affordable housing, and foster developnpatierns friendly to transit,
walking, and bicycling. These initiatives are sumized in the Chapter 4 addendum and are the pris@uyce for the proposed
changes included in this interim update.

Interim Update Process

At the direction of the City Manager, the Neighbmoll Planning and Zoning Department staff revievirdAustin Tomorrow
Comprehensive Plan during the summer and fall 67720 test the feasibility of completing an intetipdate. The concept was to
accomplish an update by integrating and consofidagiisting adopted policies into the existing Automorrow document. A
proposal to complete this interim update was fodedrto the Comprehensive Planning Committee oPtaening Commission and
subsequently the full Planning Commission passegaution recommending that the City Council atiteothe proposed update.
The City Council passed a resolution on DecembgeRQ@@7 authorizing and directing an interim updztthe Austin Tomorrow



Comprehensive Plan. This resolution also requebtedhe Planning Commission and City Manager sthdyong term planning
needs for Austin within the context of the Austiagion beyond the interim update.

In January of 2008, an interdepartmental team baganiew of Chapter 2: “Goals, Objectives and ¢ted”. This team met a total
of 5 times and crafted changes and additions toletesportions of Chapter 2 and reviewed draftsroposed updates to the
Chapters 1, 3, and 4. After the staff review wamglete, a preliminary draft.of the proposed updes forwarded to the
Comprehensive Planning Committee of the Planningu@ission for review. The Planning Commission hefuliblic hearing on the
draft Plan on May 27 2008 and forwarded the recommended changes ya®iincil on June 18 2008.

Summary of Changes

Chapter 2 Changes

Chapter two contains general policy statementsghiale the remainder of the plan. This Chaptenésrésult of extensive and direct
involvement by the citizens of Austin. The Plann@gmmission.and the City Council.approved this teapefore the development
of the growth management strategies contained ap@ins three and four.

Austin Tomorrow emphasized the need for the Citpastin to use a full range of techniques to agush the recommended
growth management strategies. These included reemaiations to aggressively manage the extensiotilities to promote
desirable development patterns. Changes in $tatahd City policies have limited this tool to gelidevelopment and this update
reflects some of those changes.

Many of the environmental policies of Austin Tonmawrhave been implemented by the passage of ordésamstiatives, and the
public acquisition of environmentally sensitive peoty. To a large extent, the changes to the emmiemtal policies recognize these
ongoing implementation efforts.

Austin Tomorrow contains a series of economic dgwelent policies directed towards discouraging enpa@xpansion that
promotes in-migration and open access to negatigimd agreements regarding public/private patiipgsSome of these policies
have been modified and others removed. Some afttheges reflect the practical necessity to baldme@eed for confidentiality
while providing open and transparent public acteske decision making process.

Austin has developed and implemented plans, pragramd policies to encourage the production ofrdéfble housing. The
Housing and Community Development section has b&tmnsively modified to reflect these changes.



Chapter 3 Addendum

The Addendum to Chapter Three summarizes the negoes and policy choices that Austin was facingendeveloping the
Austin Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan. It comparegptha’s critical assumptions regarding the negativeacts of sprawl against
the population and development patterns that erdesigee its adoption.

Chapter 4 Addendum

The Chapter 4 addendum summarizes the proceswdlsaised to identify the preferred growth areasmewended by the plan and
their implementation strategies. It also summaraes categorizes major planning initiatives thatenlaeen undertaken since the
plan was adopted. These initiatives are brougtdthtay in a summary fashion\and are presented phgréorm as a new “growth
concept map”.

Conclusion

While this interim update process has providedgpoirtant forum to integrate and coordinate Austexsting growth and
development related policies, it is, by definititimited in scope. It does not, by design, pro\ageinteractive forum to engage the
entire Austin Community in a coordinated processamprehensively think about the future of the @itthin the context of the
Austin Region. It does not fulfill the need for lap to proactively address the critical public pglissues and tradeoffs associated
with the anticipated population and employment dlowef the Austin region for the next 20-30 yearselo the specific
requirements contained in the 1985 charter amengmmerelationship to the content of the existingstin Tomorrow
Comprehensive Plan, this cannot be accomplishedighran update of the Plan, but would require theebpment of an entirely
new plan.






