SECOND / THIRD READINGS SUMMARY SHEET

ZONING CASE NUMBER: C14H-2008-0019 (Blondie Pharr House, 801 Highland Avenue)

REQUEST:

Approve second / third readings of an ordinance amending Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code by
rezoning property locally known as 801 Highland Avenue (Shoal Creek Watershed) from multi family,
neighborhood plan (MF-4-NP) district zoning to multi-family - Historic Landmark — neighborhood plan
(MF-4-H-NP) combining district zoning.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:

This case was initiated by the Historic Landmark Commission and recommended by staff, the Historic
Landmark Commission and the Planning Commission for historic zoning. The property owner and the
Old West Austin Neighborhood Association have reached an agreement regarding the development of the
remainder of the site. Staff recommends historic zoning for the south 34 feet of the tract, which includes
the Blondie Pharr House footprint, the 6’ setback between the side of the house at Tremont Street, and a
1.5-foot side setback on the north side 6f the house, which will provide a buffer for the house and allow
the property owner to develop the remainder of the lot.

QWNER: Trevor Dallas
AGENT: None
APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission

DATE OF FIRST READING: November 6, 2008; approved MF-4-H-NP combining district zoning on 1*
Reading (7-0).

CITY COUNCIL HEARING DATE: November 20, 2008

CITY COUNCIL ACTION:

ORDINANCE NUMBER:

ASSIGNED STAFF: Steve Sadowsky, Historic Preservation Officer, Neighborhood Planning and Zoning
Department, 974-6454
e-mail: steve.sadowsky@ci.austin.tx.us
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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2008-0019 HLC DATE: May 19, 2008
June 23, 2008
June 30, 2008

PC DATE: August 26, 2008

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission

HISTORIC NAME: Blondie Pharr House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 801 Highland Avenue

ZONING FROM: MF-4-NP to MF-4-H-NP

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from multi-family residence, neighborhood plan combining district (MF-4-
NP) to multi-family residence, neighborhood plan — Historic Landmark (MF-4-H-
NP) combining district zoning; or in the alternative, staff recommends release of the
demolition permit upon completion of HABS Level III documentation. The house,
while in a deteriorated state due to its long-standing vacancy and structural
problems, is a good example of mid-1920s bungalow architecture, has distinctive
shutters bearing a “P” (presumably for Pharr), and is associated with Blondie
Pharr, a significant figure in music education in the city.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: May 19, 2008: Initiated the
historic zoning case. Vote: 5-0 (Arend, Arriaga and Rosato absent). June 23, 2008:
Postponed to a specially-called meeting on June 30, 2008. June 30, 2008:
Recommended the proposed zoning change from multi-family residence,
neighborhood plan (MF-4-NP) district to multi-family residence — Historic
Landmark, neighborhood plan (MF-4-H-NP) combining district zoning. Vote: 8-0.

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change
from multi-family residence, neighborhood plan (MF-4-NP) district to multi-family
residence — Historic Landmark, neighborhood plan (MF-4-H-NP) combining district
zoning with an additional recommendation to modify the section of the parcel zoned
historic to allow for additional development on the site. Vote: 5-2 (Small and Ewen
opposed; Cavazos and Hui absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is not listed in the Comprehensive
Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: August 28, 2008 ACTION: Postponed to
September 25, 2008 at staff's request due to a notification error.

September 25, 2008: Postponed to October 16, 2008 at the property owner’s request
to continue negotiations for a solution.

October 16, 2008: Postponed to November 6, 2008 at the staff's request; the parties
are in agreement to the postponement.




November 6, 2008: Passed on first reading only for historic zoning.

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Old West Austin Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The ca. 1923 house is a good example of bungalow cottage design in West Austin,
and is associated for over 60 years with Burnett (“Blondie”) Pharr, the musical
director of the University of Texas, composer of the University of Texas fight song,
and leader of the first public school bands in Austin.

Architecture:

One-story rectangular-plan clipped side-gabled frame bungalow with a central,
partial-width clipped front gabled independent porch on ornamental metal posts;
single and paired 1:1 fenestration; full basement set into the slope of the lot
contains additional rooms.

Historical Associations:

The house appears to have been built in 1923; the first occupants were Seth and
Lola Brown, who rented the house. Seth Brown was a railroad fireman. From 1927
until the last tenancy in this house many years ago, the house was owned and
occupied by Burnett “Blondie” Pharr, his wife Gladys, and daughter Gladys.
Blondie Pharr (1898-1976) was the band director at the University of Texas, wrote
the UT fight song, directed the first public school band at Austin High School, and
managed the Caswell Tennis Center for many years. He also served as the
principal and band director in Smithville schools from 1939 to 1950 while
maintaining his residence here. The Blondie Pharr Tennis Center was named for
him in 1976.

PARCEL NO.: 01080308010000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Block C, Outlot 3, Division Z, Terrace Park
ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $5,488 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,335.
APPRAISED VALUE: $501,289

PRESENT USE: Vacant

CONDITION: Fair

PRESENT OWNER:

Trevor Dallas

703 Oakland Avenue
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT: ca. 1923




ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: No non-historic alterations.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Burnett “Blondie” Pharr (1927)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: The house is listed as non-contributing
to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District, but Terri Myers, the
preparer of the Old West Austin National Register Historic District nomination has
stated that the determination of the house as non-contributing was 1n error, and
that it is contributing to the historic character of the district.






801 Highland Avenue




OCCUPANCY HISTORY
801 Highland Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
April, 2008

1981 Marion Pharr, owner
Counselor, TEA Special School

1976 Bumett Phasr, owner
Retirad
Also listed Is Marion Pharr, a counselor at the TEA Special School

1971 Bumett Pharr, owner
Retired
Also listed is G. Marion Pharr, a teacher at the TEA Special School

1967 Burnett Pharr, owner
Retired
Also listed Is G. Marion Pharr, a teacher at the TEA Special School

1963 Bumett Pharr, owner
Manager, Caswell Tennis Center
Also listed is G. Marion Pharr, a teacher at the State School for the Deaf

1959 Bumetl Pharr, owner
Employed by the City Recreation Department
Also listed is Gladys M. Pharr, a teacher at the State School for the Deaf

1955 Burnett Pharr, owner
Manager, City Recreation Department
Also listed is Gladys M. Pharr, an instructor at the State School for the Deaf

1952 Burnett and Gladys Pharr, owners
Depariment manager, City Recreation Department
Also listed are Gladys M. Pharr, a student at the University of Texas; and Patricia M.
Pharr, a student at the University of Texas

1949 Burnetit and Gladys Pharr, owners
Bumett: Teacher
Gladys: Office secretary, Unlversity of Texas
Also listed is Gladys M. Pharr, a teacher

1947 Burnett and Gladys W. Pharr, owners
Band director, public schools
Also listed is Gladys M. Pharr, a teacher in the public schools

194445 Burnett and Gladys W. Pharr, owners
Bumett: Principal, public schools
Gladys: Stenographer, University of Texas
Also listed is Gladys M. Pharr, a student at the University of Texas

1942 Burnett and Gladys W. Pharr, owners
Na occupation listed

1940 Bumett and Gladys W. Pharr, ownaers
Music teacher



1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

1924

1922

Burnett and Gladys W. Pharr, owners
Musician

Burnett and Gladys W. Pharr, owners
Orchestra director, University of Texas

Bumnett and Giadys W. Pharmr, owners
Orchestra director, University of Texas

Burnett and Gladys W. Pharr, owners
Director, Band and Orchestra, University of Texas

Burnett and Gladys W. Pharr, owners
Burnett:Band director, University of Texas
Gladys: Student, University of Texas

Burnett and Gladys W, Pharr, owners
Bumett: Band director, University of Texas
Gladys: Teacher, Junior High School

Seth C. and Lola Brown, ranlers
Fireman, Southem Pacific Railroad
NOTE: Burnett and Gladys W. Pharr are listed as living at 2712 Guadalupe Street; both

were siudents at the Universily of Texas.
The house is not listed.

- furnett Thary 801 Highland Aveme
-5 3 0. w -
4
(¢ Terraoe Park
Framo addition to reer of residencs
IMeT7
4=T7=48 $750,00
P. B, DeSpain
1

Building permit to Burnett Phai for rear addition — 1948
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Obituary of Bumett Pharr
Austin American-Statesman, June 19, 1976

Obituary of Burnett Pharr
The Daily Texan — June 21, 1976
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The Story of the Texas Fight Song by Burnett Pharr
Mailed to Carole Keeton McClellan in 1875
Collection of the Austin History Center



RH Remodeling. Inc.
18505 Rivertimber Dr.
Del Vaile, TX 78617

Office 512-507-8465
Fox  512-247-4067
Cell 512-794-6962

1. LevahgofUpporFloorandlnsu!laﬁonOfNewconm
Retaining Walls.... ...58,400.00

z.RomovoRooﬁngand RepakDamagedDoddng Instali New Metal
Roof... y ...13,000.00

3. Repair As Naeded Siding & Exterior Trim............ $5,000.00

4, Rephee Perimeter Freming & Sidmg Supponing Upper
Level... .. 11,000.00

5. lnstalMSupporthnsUndarl-buaeToSupportFloor
Joycs... - ...4,000.00

6. Rebulid ExuriorStalm From UpparcholToGtouM
Below... .-.2500.00

7- Rebuild Existing Rofted Deck...........................4500.00
8. Rebuild Existing Metal Handrails To Mest Code... 1800.00
9. Removal Of Old Garngo (Saiaty I-lamrd) and Vaﬂous Yerd

Debris... ...3000.00

10. RomCmmePord\ToGainAoeassToRm

Wall... e venes ..2500.00
Tkt Ehowr :Mn, fitat Cork of XL

S!“M oy o5 249, 500

wf} h"lﬂa 20l
"% Widvws ¢ Deres 10°L

Fonstatinn: 10ay



May.19.2008 04:38 pu e, 1/

€O Blectric
L PROPOSAL
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Austn, Taxas 78727
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512 258 1248
Deate  05/18/00
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For 801 Hghland Ave
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The proposal 5 Subject to material pnce chenges and wihe 30 Says.



mAiRCO

PO Box 0388, Austin, TX 78768-8383
Phone (512) 837-2017 Fax ($12) 837- 7167
Youw.alrcomechanical com

smmmmmummmm
T-TRANE 2.8 TON 14 SEER UPFLOW

ELECTRIC NOT INCLUDED
TOTAL $8800.00

EXCLUSIONS:
* ROOF PENETRATIONS

REGULATED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT oF
12987, AUBTIN.TEXAS 78711, 1-800-203:-9202, 51,

PLUMBING
STRUCTURAL FRAMING, SUFPORTS OR ENGINEERING
CUTTING, PATCHING OR PAINTING

ELECTRICAL UPGRADES

LICERSING AND REGULATION, P.0. BOX
2-483-2890

TERMS OF PAYMENT:
» Complsts at end of job,

TERMS O ACCEPTANCE ARE A wmuvm' CONTRACT AND CONDITIONS
Nugutsied Brpeioen)

PO Box 12489, Austin, TX, 78714, F200-800-8202
Taxas Ar Conciiicaing Livense STACLEISSC
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H&H DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL
11883 B Cantie Rock Ct
Austin, TX 76780 DATE: afay 16, 2008

Ph: 324207
Fm“(l’a

g Bg _:1'.4

0 Ramodeling, ing. Highang D,
18806 Riverimbes Or i o
Del Volls, TX 70847
Office: 512-807-8485
Fax: $13-34T4087
EM DESCRIPTION PRICE
1 $7.948 00
- PATCH AND RE-CAULK ANY REPAIREDREPLACED
WOOD TRIM ANIVOR SIING
- PRIME AND PAINT WITH (2) COATS PREMILN GRADE
EXTRRIOR LATEX PAINY
2 $8,000,00
: SHEET ROCK
. PRAME FOR FINISH
- PAINT WALLS AND CE1LINGE WITH (2) COATS
PREMIUM GRADE INTERIOR LATEX PAINT
3 on $7,304.00
. REPLACE BAD PLANKE
- SAND AND REFINIGH
4 . $1.210.00
UNDERLAYMENT
- INSTALL TILE ON COUNTERTOP AND BACKEPLASH
(APPROX. 55 GQUARE FEET)
- TILE MATERIAL ALLOWANCE: 3385 00
ALTERNATE | INSTALL UNDERLAYMENT AND TILE TO KITGHEN FLOOR )
N - APPROX 90 BQUARE FEET
- TILE MATERIAL ALLOWANCE: $340.00
TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL | 823,258.00
- DOESNOTINCLUDE ANY TEMS
- ALL FOOTAOES ARE APPROXIMATIONS; HEM
AESERVES TWE RIGHT TO CHANGE THE PRIE UPON

1 you have any questions pisase contact vs o1 (512) 382-8287 or amall us et hhdesigni@austin m.oom

BPORTANT NOTES ASOUT TS PROFOIAL:
OOLORS FHAT REQUIRE 2 (TWAZ) COATS OF PANT ARS APPURD ACCORDING TO MANUFACTURER'S SUGOESTID
OOLORS THAT AROLANE 3 - 4 COATS OF PAMT I NOT COVEASD I THID AROPORAL, LALESS ESESINED I WRITIG

BEFORE WORK 18

DAMAGE TO POSENED PADTED SURFACES BY OTHERS 1S MOT THE RESPOINSINLITY OF MM DEBIGN AMD CONSTRUCTION
OOUEN PAYMENT REQLIRED SEFORE WORK IS STARTED. PERCENTAGE PATMENTS ARS REQUIRED THROUSHOUT

%mwmm FINAL PAYMENT OUE AFTER WALKTHROUGH 0§ COMPLETE

PROPOSAL I3 OMLY VAL:D FOR 30 OAYS

L% B



&

S AR e VERAE Y P LD

T EIOEERS QLI T ¥y P.2

H&H DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL
11000 B Casthe fivch
Austin, TR DATE: May 15, 2008

DESCRIPTION PRICE

NT
= PATCH AND RE-CAULX ANY REPARED/REPLACED
WOOD TREM ANDVOR S:DING

- PRIME AND PAINT WATH [2) COATS PREMIUM GRADE
EXTERIOR LATEX PANT

$7.440.00

-  PRIMEFOR

%mrm ¥.600.90

»  PAINT WALLS AND GEILINGS WITH (2) COATS
PREMIM GRADE INTERIOR LATEX

§7,304.00

UNDERLAYMENT

- INSTALL RILE ON COUNTERTOP AMD BACKBPLASH
(APPROX. 58 SQUARE FEET)

- TILE MATERIAL ALLOWANCE: $386.00

$1.210.00

INSTALL UNDERLAYMENT AND TILE TO KITCHEN FLOOR $993.00
- APPROX. 00 BOUARE FEET
- TG MATERIAL ALLOWANCE: $540.00

TOTAL TOTAL

- DOBS NOT INCLUDE ANY OWNER-FURMISHED ITEMS
= ALL EQOTAGES ARE APPROXIMATIONS: HiH
RERERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE THE PRICE UPON

lmmwMMMundwzjmamndmwwm

mmmmw
COLORS THAT REQUARE 2 (TYWD) DOATS OF PRINT ARE APPLIED AGCORDING TO MANUFASTURER'S SUDGESTED

MMMS-OW“HMBWM“MW UMLERD SPECHNED N WAITING

- aM » -

mmmmnmﬂm 15 NOT THE RESPONBISILITY OF HEM OEIIGN AND OONSTRUCTION

205 DOWN PAYMENT REQLIRGD SEFORE

SIFORE WOAK
THE OURATION OF THE JO8. FINAL PAYMENT DUl AFTER

PROPOSAL IS OMLY VALID FOR 20 DAYS

D GUANTED, PERCENTAGE FAYMENTS AR REQUUED THROUGHNOUT
AFTER WALKTHAOUGH |$ COMPUETE
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Biog Addoas C

Spacifications Deacripttan Qy Unk Cost Totsl

Remove Shingies ¥ Loyen(s) ThiaeTsd [TX ] 31 00 B2

Inetalt New Decking

Ouct, ProtectionfFel  #14 Dack Proteation 1828 NC

Perimwier Melsl Sze t U2n Color White 18000 NC

Veritistion 30-Figs Vert-New @) $8 190.00

Vintiation

Hager Vanta Bk

LexdaiuioCauke Size 115l 1-2Lend 1-4"Lued .00 . 15.00 43.00

RrnwRepi Vafley Coses{ X ) Opant )} 20.00 - NT

ezl Shingles | Brend GARER Styte Senting 10.99 121.00 13- 173

Color Wrise Watraniy 20 YR.
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DescriptioniBpaciSications
REPLACE EXISTING RODF WITH TRADITIONAL STANDING SEAM GALVALUME ROOFING AS FOLLOWS;
REMOVE EXISTING QNE LAYER OF COMPOSITION ROOPING
REMOVE ONE LAYER METAL ROOFING FROM PORCH
REPAIR DECKING AS NEEDED $2.50 PER FDOT
INSTALL 308 ABPHALT BATURATED FELT UNDEALAYSENT
INSTALL BYVLE D DRIP EDOE
IRSTALL LOCKING VALLEYS
INSTALL GALVALIMS 1 1/2° STAKDING GEAM ROOFING
IRSTALL VENTED RIOGE Z
INSTALL MATCHING GALVALUME HIP AND R1DGES
CLEAN AND WAL ANAY ALL RELATED DEBRAIS
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HOLT CONCRETE WORK'S INC.
910 PRAIRIE TRAILL
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78758
(512) 339-0¢02
FAX {512) 834-1407
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May 13, 2003
l.lgoslh‘l'ﬂr'h
Dd Valle, T 2817

Re? 901 Highlod Awe, Ansmtia

W hervly subenkt spocifications wnd sntmens tr
D W“m-ﬂuhhnﬂwﬂqm
D ump-—msunummu
» hﬂmhh-“b“.hdmahm
L) moxemmmw-ﬂnmnmwhmn
9 Mﬂwmnuh—mm
€ nmum“dmdmmmm-wcm
” D-nr'u-nluhm-ll—inqﬁ.
D M“dmmnmdﬂuﬂhﬂm
] hﬂmﬂu—quh&m

H Pevimuter walls 0 be adibvanag otutracte. Additians) ﬁ-h-u-lw
Qwhl“m%. .

n m-nim“dmwmmm

HOW axchdes muterind Englove/inpection s, pormits, relecytion Simcing!
-:uﬁh;-y-.:ncn;d-ﬁ:ah-‘



mmm-mwnh-q‘hmmum
HUNDRED DOLLARS

Cor the pum o FIPTY MNINE THOUSAND FOUR
Paymocnt 10 be made a3 follong -uhh-hwaquum
mmm
aProposal-The shove and condhices oty [T




AU CREG AR COM FRUCLAGM LEDIUN W LUMS T 1o Rkl TO: 2479067

Bid for H&H
Historical House on Hightand

Extecior erpg - $2850
*Contrete Cap on Fromt Porch: $500
~demo and remove and haul
+Shed/Garage end Coutents: $1200
«remove and hau) afl contents
~detno shed to ground and beul mataialy
“Back Stalrs: 3250
remove back stair case and haul
*Nesth Porch and Contents; $800
-femove and hau) al] contents on and under porch — items {natde scosensd area
~demo and havl entire parch and structire

*“Various Debris: $100
“tomove and heul planters and various large dobris around extexior of bouse

Intacios Npsuy - $2350
*Exterior Wells: $1050

~remove and haul all sheetrock aad/ior wood aa the inside of house down to studs

including nadla
*Inferior Walh: $700

~remove and haul all sheetrock and/or wood from one side of each lnterior wall

down to studs ineluding nails
*Ceilings: $100
%ﬂﬂuﬂmhm«wuciﬁu

*Trim and Molding: $500
-femove aad save all interior trim and molding from doors, windows, floor

boards, and cailings
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Steve, please find pictures of the structare at 801 Highland Ave. When 1 first walked in to
the living room, I thought it locked in ok shepe. Unfortunately, that was ths ondy room
that showed signs of salvagability. The Seller mentioned that no one has lived there in
almost 40 years, and it is clear. No necossary maintenance has been done in far to long,
‘The foundation is origival and failing. The wood beams supporting the second story are
aot even connecied, but rither are resting on the ground and against the floar of the
second story. Excessive and continuous water infiltration the roof and walls has led to
seious wood ot and black mold. The wiring ad plumbing is criginal and is unsafe. I
have included pletyres below, Bringing this houss Lo [ivable snd safe condition would
tequire camplete gutting of the interior down to the studs, re-roofing (including the wood
decking), electrical, plumbnng, ss well as Jeveling the house and putting in & new
foundation. In addition, the bottomn floor would bave to be redone entirely as it looks like
it had been flooded and left to decompose. Most everything would have to be repiaced
and as such [ believe the historical nature of the house would be lost.










pleture shows water hat has penetrated the walls through the window.






Foundation failure bas led to visible bowing of external siding. Siding would have to be
replaced.
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The floor is warped and is bowed due to foundation failure. The cebinets will not open.

The front living ro0m wall has soparatad fram the floor expoting the foundation.,



'S-hr Cracies nolltatly Bulobstad Mondtaru, ingbcbsif by,









PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION
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property o propossd devel

« i3 the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property
“igni

>>>>> ppeal mus be flled with the director of the responsible
departaent no bater than 14 days after the decision, An zppeal form may

be availahie from the respoasible department,

Writien comments must bo scbmitied to the board or commission (or the

coutact person listed on the notice) befoes or at & public hearing. Your |

comments shoold inctude the board or commission’s qeme, the scheduled




Written comments must be subm ited 20 the board or comemission (or the
contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your
comments should include the board or comemission™s name, the scheduled
date of the public hearing, and the Case Number and the contact person
Hsted on the notice.

Case Number(s): NRD-2008-0096 ﬁo\ gk g
Contact: Steve Sadowsky, (512) 974

Public Hearing:

May 19, 2008 Historic Landmark Commiission )
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PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION
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hearing, you ere not required to attend. However, if you do antend, yoo

gﬁgggsga—nﬂsazﬂ.?i

development or change, You may also contect a ocighborhood or

ggﬁoﬁagggiBgsﬁﬁ_g
n

gun!iwgsngﬂsﬂsgggﬁ
gggﬂlgs.uiS-EFRgagﬁ_ﬂ
deniat of the application. =.§§¢Qo§§§-g
date and time for a postponcment or continuation that is not Ister than 50
days from the announcement. no further notice is required_

A board o7 commission'y decision may be appesled by a person with
gsiﬂsggsﬁwgl.gio
can agpeal the decision. The body botding & public bearing on an appeal
will deermine whether a person has standing to appeal the decision,

An imicyested party is defined a3 a person who is the applicam or record
owner of the subject property, or who communicates an interest to a boasd
o commission by:

+ delivering a written staiement 4o the board or commiasion befose or
during the public hearing that gencrally wentifies the issues of conoetn
Eg?gaangiggﬂng&kﬂ

. giarﬁ?ﬁsgl_ig_agu

and:

* oocupies a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject

icalion
—_— 5 \N%

zll.-ainﬁ

Comments:

RS LY 3 NG
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property or proposed development;

= lsthe record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property
or proposed development; or

= isan officer of an carviroamental or neighborhood organization tiet has
an interest in or whose declared bowundarics are within 500 feet of the
subject propefty or proposed development.

if you use this form o comment, it may be retumned 1o
City of Anstin

>a&8o~ilﬁﬂ:§t§=ﬁn§§&?gaﬂ . .
depastment 1o later than 14 days after the decision. An appeal form may Neighborbood Planning and Zoning Department
e available from the responsible department——__ Stave Sadowsky

P.O.Box 1088 w.\\{ \%\ e
For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development Austin, TX 78767-8810

process, visit our web site: www.clansin.tx avidevelopment. FAX: 512-974-9104
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La Bonts, Laj Lonnle

From: La Bonts, Lai Lonnle

Sant: Tueeday, June 24, 2008 4:18 PM
To: Sadowsky, Steve

Ge: Vilarreal, Susan

Subject: FW: C14H-2008-0010 Blondie Pharr House

Attpoirments: 80tmarianRe.docc ATT1500524.lim; IMG_2484_2 Jog: ATT1S08325. m; IMG_2482_2.jpg;
ATT1600520.Mm; IMG_2026_2 Jpg; ATT1508327 him; M_M{M ATT 1800828, htm;
MG_2028_2 jo: ATT1508520 htmy; IMG_2821_2 lpg: ATT1 it

Tracking  Reciplent  Resd
Sacoerky, Seve Raad: (272008 419 P4
Vilarreyl, Ssan

La! Lonnie La Bonte
Admintstrative X

Support for the
Chy Historic Preservetion Ofice
974-2890

From: Laure Porcaro {matin:lsuraporcaro@mac.com)
Sant: Tuesdsy, June 24, 2000 3:20 PM

Toz La Bonts, Lef Lonnie

Sulijact: C14H-2008-0019 Blondse Pharr House

Rello Lei Loanie,

Thank you for keeping on top of all of cur neighbors parking validations last night. Very kind of you to
be prosctive.

1 reshred after leaving that one of us left the Hearing with the photos sand Letter from Murian Phary that
was supposed to end up in your file. J did give you s long email comrespondence in person Last night, but
that wes extremely long and do not think snyane wounld want to read it. Attached is the edited version as

well as the pics if you wouldn't mind plscing (hem in the file prior to the Monday Special Meeting on
the 30th @ 6:00 PM

Thank you,
Laurs



A lptter from Marian Pham
Juns 22, 2008

As | raflect on many wonderful events thet took place at 801
Highiand, | realize that the memorias are 20 colored by World histery,
Austin‘s history, Austin’s growth, and UT"s growth that | realize how
ouch this home maans to me and the Gity of Austin.

The main thread through iMe in that bouso was music and art. My
grandparonts, the Pharrs, moved into 8501 Hightand before World War |,
As ciiidren started armiving, Orandmother Phary gave the smtler ones
a strict aducation in music -one tn which mistalies were rewssded with
a thump on the head. The living 700m was a bustiing place from the
beginning bacacse there was alwvuys somaecna piaying the tall upright
pinno, Bloady at violin practics, and kids on various instruments added
1o the musical sounds. Blondy sontinusd Ms interest In music untll he
loarned to play every band Instrumont. n fact, the family had an
orchasira.

This was the seed that led to so0 many offshoots in Blondy’s Bfe,
During the Depresaion years Blondy would gather musicians, meet In &
oity park in Austin and have & grand concert on Summaer eveaings.
Paople would iwing their biankets and enjoy the music in the summer
alr. in me, Blondy met Baverly Sheffield and the concept evolvad
into the polished productions that are now shown at
Barton’s Sgrings In the stmmers.

Blondy's musiosl oiforts in high school ware direcily responsthie
for the creation of Austin Migh School Band and inter the first UT band,
War yoarn intervensd before Blondy became Direstior of the UT
band. Orandmother and ber children moved away, Blondy masried
Giadys Wornel in 1921, made thelr home at 801 Highland and ralsed

daughters Marisn and Petriala,

This same dwalling boated the UT Band as well as many
professional musicians on their way to and from New York after
parforming st the Paramount Theatre. Thess were enciting times In the
house since Blondy directsd the pit orchestira for all the pasformers at
the Paramount.

I loved to Hsten to the inughter in otr woaderful house. The
iving rooem, in t's role a8 musics! gathering place, produced many
sirprises such as a bassoon which mother had procured in lleu of &
Rarp that we could not it Into the space.

Blondy was s gifted comvarationalist and the host of many
discusgions inte into the night in the living ream. The oider | becamm,



the more meaningful those talks became.

A tinotype oparator, Grandiather Phan's command of the politics
of the day inspired Blondy to obisin degrees at UT In Law, Music,
Tenching and Administration. Granddaddy was a sought after teacher
in the Shrine at a time when Shriners had influence in Austin.

AfRter ending his music career with a flouriah tn 1930 with the
flamboyant UT band trip to advertise the Texas Centenniat, Blondy
went back to recrestional activities and distinguished himaelf In
tennls. Having The Bumett Blondy Phawr termis courts named for him in
recognition for his work st Caswell Teanis Center was his Ilnst
distinotion oaty months bafore he passed away.

! isught at the School for the Deaf In Austin for most of my caresr
while living st 801 Nighland. My Sign Language skills led me Into
interpreting In college, Austin TV and movies. | maried, retived early to
take up ranching and five on the Posey Ranch in San Marcos. | kept 801
and aflowed UT students to take a reom during oy years of commuting
between San Marcos snd Austin until | soid the home In 2007. The
home was never abandonad.

801 Is a pantie and giving house. The Ps on the shutters were my
mother's crestion and they are stili prasent sinveunding the many
windows. in the Spring, there is a time whan the wisteria arema biows
through the house and inte the living room, reminding one of iitthe
things from chikihood. For me, it was the time spent on the yard
swings with my mother and ths croquet gamnes with a yard full of
pecpie. | stiil sae the garden when [ look down from the helcony. The
pecan trecs wore planted and grafied by Blondy kimself. The one In
the front yard Is wyy favorite and is a astive and the mast prolific.

The eim tree in front of the house helped raise me by standing
sirong wheo I played care af the foot of that tres. That tree also
houees Tiskor Bell brought by & high school boy who carelully cut s
refiector out of a rond sign that Mother tacked to the buse so driverns
could see the light as they came sp and over the Mil. The reflsctor ls
stil there.

1 loft the stone benchas, atane picnic table and stone bird bath
bacuuse | was told the new owner wanted to maks & garden thers. |
did not get to meet the buyer but the word sent to me was that he
wouid fix the house. The thougist of raxing the house doas maks me Hl.
To damelish $01 Highiand, that housed sv much history for Austin, is
unthinkable In my eyss.

Thank you.



