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By adopting the plan, the City Council demonstrates the City's com-
mitment to the implementation of the plan.

However, approval of the plan does not legally obligate the City to im-
plement any particular action item, nor does the adoption of the plan
begin the implementation of any item.

The implementation of recommendations will require separate and
specific actions by the neighborhood, the City and by agencies.The
Neighborhood Plan will be supported and implemented by:

City Boards, Commission, and Staff
City Departmental Budget

Capital Improvement Projects
Other Agencies and Organizations
Direct Neighborhood Actions
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il OAK HILL VISION AND GOALS

OAK HILLVISION STATEMENT

As a unique yet integral part of Austin and Travis County, the Oak
Hill Area will support measured, sustainable growth in residential
and commercial development while maintaining the existence and
integrity of its environmental resources, and that of the commu-

nity and its neighborhoods.

GOALS, OBJECTIVES,AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CHAPTER 4: DEVELOPMENT IN THE BARTON SPRINGS ZONE

4.A. Preserve and enhance environmental resources including

watersheds, air quality, and wildlife corridors.

4.A.1

Preserve the water quality of area aquifers, streams, rivers, and springs and
protect endangered species dependent on the quality of those water
resources.

4.A.1a—Consider implementation of policies recommended in the Regional Water
Quality Protection Plan for the Barton Springs Segment of the Edwards Aquifer and Its
Contributing Zone. Regional land development regulations designed to protect
sensitive recharge and contributing zone areas of the Edwards Aquifer would help
achieve regional and local water quality goals. Note: Some property owners
represented on the Oak Hill Contact Team believe land use regulations should be
applied on a regional level; if a certain land use is restricted in Oak Hill's recharge zone,
they feel that land use should be restricted in other recharge areas as well.

4.A.1b—Where appropriate, maintain rural density in Oak Hill. To help achieve
regional water quality goals, manage the urbanization of Oak Hill by minimizing dense
development and guiding new development away from the recharge zone.

4.A.1c—Utilize bonds and other City funds to actively acquire environmentally
sensitive land in Oak Hill for preservation as wildlife areas, trails, or parkland.

4.A.1d—Integrate Stormwater Treatment Program water quality controls for all new
development and redevelopment projects in Oak Hill. Ensure regional water quality

Xiii

xiii

City Council—December 11, 2008



OAK HILLVISION AND GOALS

4.B.

controls (wet ponds) are carefully maintained. For more information on this City
program, see http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/watershed/stormwater_treatment.htm.

4.A.1e—Prevent polluted runoff from commercial property and residential areas in
Oak Hill by increasing public education; increase funding for City of Austin WPDR
educational programs. Find information about these programs at http://

www cityofaustin.org/watershed/education.htm.

4.A.1f—Regional transportation authorities should create a regional hazardous
materials roadway plan to minimize risk of spills and extensive contamination of
groundwater.

4.A.1g—The City should encourage more frequent inspections of facilities monitored
by City of Austin Stormwater Discharge Permit Program staff over the recharge and
contributing zones. For more information about this program, see http://

www cityofaustin.org/watershed/stormwater_permit.htm.

4.A.1h—City staff should conduct and publish research on the environmental impact
of creating a densely developed transit center in Oak Hill. Some stakeholders are
concerned that too much development in Oak Hill will draw additional visitors to the
environmentally sensitive area, which will result in additional car trips and resulting
automobile related pollution.

4.A.1i—City staff should conduct and publish research on the environmental impact of
City of Austin regulations on regional development patterns. Some stakeholders are
concerned that development will “leap” beyond Austin into environmentally sensitive
areas with lictle regulation outside of the Austin City limits ultimately having a negative
impact on water quality.

Provide opportunities for high-quality new development and
redevelopment.

4.B.1

Minimize the ecological footprint of development in the Oak Hill planning
area to help achieve environmental goals, particularly the preservation of
water quality.

4.B.la—During the development process, city staff should consider offering
incentives for developers to comply with current land use regulations for
“grandfathered” projects.

4.B. |b—City staff should retrofit existing dysfunctional water quality controls as
redevelopment occurs in Oak Hill.

Xiv
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OAK HILLVISION AND GOALS

4.B.1 c—City staff should consider conducting and publishing research on the merits of
conservation development faws.

4.B.1d—Support trail connectivity in Oak Hill to achieve wildlife preservation goals
and water quality goals. Trails can preserve open space and reduce car trips by
providing alternate methods for travel within Oak Hill.

CHAPTER 5: PUBLIC UTILITIES AND DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS
No goals.

CHAPTER 6: LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT

6.A. Provide opportunities for high-quality new development and re-
development.
6A.1

Ensure quality of new construction and renovations.

6.A.1a—Bring back businesses that have left the Oak Hill area (example: loss of Alber-
ston’s store).

6A.1b—Businesses that redevelop should meet Development Code standards and
should meet the goals and objectives of the Oak Hill Combined Plan.

6A.1c—Find ways to attract quality development in Oak Hill, such as Escarpment Vil-
lage. Development should be innovative, mixed use, walkable, and transit-oriented.

6.B. Balance development and environmental protection by maintain-
ing a vibrant residential and commercial community that demon-

strates caring stewardship of the environment.

6.B.1

Encourage zoning to be compatible with existing and neighboring land uses
and seek optimal and most appropriate use of land.

6.B.1a—Rework zoning to allow/support the vision of the Oak Hill Neighborhood Plan.

6.B.1b—Cluster higher density development in appropriate areas, striving to balance
the interests of stakeholders while taking into consideration environmental concerns.

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan XV
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OAK HILLVISION AND GOALS

6.C.

6.D.

6.E.

6.B.2

Provide business and residential expansion without creating urban sprawl.

6.B.2a—Provide support of targeted development, which are areas with existing infra-
structure at commercial nodes.

Create a mix of uses in existing corridors of commercial develop-
ment that will provide a diversity of local services convenient to
neighborhoods and establish commercial “nodes” (concentrated

activity areas) at strategic locations.

Create a Town Center with cultural, educational, arts, and com-
munity gathering opportunities.
6.D. I

The Town Center should be a multi-functional public gathering space.

6.D.l1a—Town Center should have a library, movie theater, park and ride, civic and
recreational space, public performance and meeting space, elder center / retirement
center.

Encourage locally-owned businesses to locate in the Oak Hill
area and find ways for local businesses and employers to prosper.
6.E.|

Oak Hill stakeholders desire more small-scale businesses with less strip
commercial establishments

6.E.|a—Explore opportunities to replace anchor tenants with new tenants who can
attract customers to support local small businesses.

6.E.|b—Establish/explore tax credits to help in the development of local businesses.

6.E.Ic—Create a small business incubator for the Oak Hill area, to help foster the
creation of locally-owned and operated businesses in the planning area.

6.E.1d—Finds ways to attract businesses that will enhance services available to the
community.

6.E.| e—Encourage more doctors, dentists, and other medical professionals to locate in

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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OAK HILLVISION AND GOALS

the area.

6.E.If —Encourage the exploration of appropriate State and City governmental small
business grants and/or loans.

CHAPTER 7: TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

(Note: See Chapter 7 for details related to the recommendations listed here)

7.A.

7.B.

Coordinate with appropriate entities to provide safe access
across major thoroughfares and alleviate cut-through traffic on

already overburdened neighborhood streets.

71.A.1

Find ways to slow and control traffic on roadways to provide overall safety
for automobile drivers, pedestrians, and cyclists.

7.A.la—>5takeholders expressed the need for a center turn lane on State Highway 71
from Scenic Brook to Silvermine for vehicular traffic to access the neighborhoods
south of State Highway 71.

7.A.1b—Provide safe, continuous sidewalks and bicycle lanes separated from vehicular
traffic along U.S. Highway 290 to the “Y™.

7.A.1c—Provide safe crosswalks (as overpasses or underpasses where possible) where
U.S. Highway 290 intersects with Patton Ranch, William Cannon, Westcreek and In-
dustrial Oaks.

7.A.ld—Improve the commuter bike routes along Loop |.
7.A.le—Provide separated bike lanes along Southwest Parkway.

7.A.lf—Some community members want to see Thomas Springs Road widened to
safely accommodate higher vehicular traffic. However, some stakeholders do not sup-
port widening this road in order to protect the quality of life of residents in communi-
ties surrounding Thomas Springs Road. Also, some community members want pedes-
trian traffic to be adequately addressed along the roadway before widening Thomas
Springs Road.

Provide inter-connectivity among parks, public services, and desti-
nations in and beyond Oak Hill.
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OAK HILL VISION AND GOALS

1.B.1

Encourage pedestrian mobility by additional (separated) sidewalks and bi-
cycle paths along major roadways.

7.B.1a—Community members want to see FM 1826 from U.S. Highway 290 to Slaugh-
ter widened from a two lane to a four lane divided with sidewalks and bicycle lanes.
They feel that this improvement would accommodate the increasing pedestrian and
vehicular traffic caused by the school, hospital and many residential communities lo-
cated along FM 1826.

7.B.1b—Encourage pedestrian/cyclist access to businesses along the Oak Hill hike and
bike trail network.

7.C Ensure and create safe pedestrian and bike corridors across ma-
jor highways and throughout the neighborhood that connect to
commercial centers and public parks and resources.

1.C.I

Create additional sidewalks to ensure safe pedestrian passage to areas

around Oak Hill.

7.C.1a—0ak Meadow from Silverdale to Scenic Brook.

7.C.1b—South Brook from Oak Meadow to Scenic Brook (partial sidewalk).

7.C.1c—South west side of Circle Drive from Thomas Springs Road to Mowinkle.

7.C.1d—Both sides of Silvermine to State Highway 71.

7.C.1e—Scenic Brook from South Brook to U.S. Highway 290.

ZYC” | f—State Highway 71 from County Office to Capital Metro bus connections at the

7.C.1g—O0Old Bee Caves Road from Fletcher Lane to U.S. Highway 290.

7.C. 1 h—Southwest Parkway from Loop |/MoPac to William Cannon Drive.

7.C.1i—Fletcher Lane from Old Bee Caves Road to State Highway 71.

7.C.2

Create bike lanes or corridors to provide safe, alternative transportation
xviii Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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m OAK HILLVISION AND GOALS

7.D.

7.E.

options in Oak Hill.

7.C.2a—Brush Country Road from Summerset Trail to Convict Hill.
7.C.2b—Patton Ranch and Vega.

7.C.2c—William Cannon from Southwest Parkway to U.S. Highway 290.
7.C.2d—Old Bee Caves Road from the “Y” to Thomas Springs Road.
7.C.2e—Thomas Springs Rd from Circle Drive to State Highway 71.
7.C.2—Along State Highway 71 from the “Y" to Thomas Springs Road.

7.C.2g—Create bike and pedestrian access from Southwest Parkway to Industrial Oaks
Blvd.

7.C.2h—Barton Creek Greenbelt at Loop | to the “Y".

Provide managed connectivity between various neighborhoods
while maintaining the quiet enjoyment of neighborhoods.

1.D.1

Improve existing vehicular traffic and safety by conducting traffic calming
studies to provide overall safety for automobile drivers, pedestrians and
bicyclists.

7.D.1a—Perform a traffic calming study for McCarty Lane.

7.D.1b—Perform a traffic calming study on Silvermine.

7.D.1c—Perform a traffic calming study for the Travis Country West neighborhood.
7.D.1d—Perform a traffic calming study on Sunset Ridge.

7.D.1e—Perform a traffic calming study on Travis Cook Road.

Provide safe, convenient, comfortable and timely public transpor-
tation.

1.E.l

Improve the existing bus system by providing additional routes and ser-
vices within the Oak Hill planning area.

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan ' Xix
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7.E.la—Increase bus service south of U.S. Highway 290 between MoPac and FM 1826
(additional route and/or shorter intervals between bus pick-ups).

7.E.Ib—Provide weekend routes to shopping centers and entertainment at Brodie
Oaks, Barton Creek Mall, downtown, Wal-Mart, Target, and possible Town Center.

7.E.lc—Provide a bus route along Southwest Pkwy and include a bus stop at Mission
Oaks (entrance to Travis Country neighborhood).

7.E.1d—Extend service to the Travis Country area to connect residents west of FM
1826 to the “Y,"” Austin downtown, and other services.

7.E.le—Provide better and more frequent bus service along U.S. Highway 290 for resi-
dents living north and south of U.S. Highway 290 to access the future Town Center at
the i'Y.'i

7.E.1f—Extend flyer hours and increase frequency including mid-day service to give an
incentive for higher use of public transit.

7.E.1g— Place a bus stop near the intersection of Monterey Oaks and U.S. Hwy 290
West frontage Road (east and west bound).

1.E2

Explore possible circulator routes within the planning area for greater con-
nectivity among neighborhoods, destinations and major employment cen-
ters.

7.E.2a—Plan a public circulator around residential areas to get to the town center at
the “Y”; these could be smaller, “Dillo-scale” buses.

7.E.2b—Identify Assisted Living and Retirement communities and ensure they are
served with adequate public transit options.

7.E.2c—ldentify locations of libraries and the YMCA and ensure circulators service
these community resources.

7.E.2d—ldentify locations of major employment centers including AMD and Freescale
and ensure circulators service these destinations.

1.E3

Provide additional bus stops and, if possible, sheltered bus stops at appro-
priate places to increase ridership in the Oak Hill area.

7.E.3a—Provide a bus stop at Slaughter Lane and FM 1826.

XX Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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7.E.3b—Extend bus route and offer sheltered bus stop at the corner of Breezy Pass.
and Convict Hill.

7.E.3c—Create a bus stop for the county courthouse on State Highway 71.
7.E.3d—Provide sheltered bus stops around the Town Center.

7.E.3e—Provide bus stops that service apartment and condo complexes on Old Bee
Caves Road.

CHAPTER 8: HOUSING

8.A. Balance development and environmental protection by maintain-

8.B.

ing a vibrant residential and commercial community.

8.A.1

Assess and minimize the impact of land development on surface and
ground water.

8.A.la—Every housing development/redevelopment should include an environmental
impact analysis and incorporate all necessary measures to address its potential impact
on the Edwards Aquifer (impervious cover, drainage, traffic, etc).

8.A.2

Design and place homes to minimize impacts on natural resources and the
physical environment and to maximize social resources.

8.A.2a—Clustered development should be encouraged where appropriate (see Chap-
ter 9: Neighborhood Design).

8.A.2b—Residential density should be compatible with surrounding uses and informed
by a regional vision of the environmental impact development has over the Edwards
Aquifer.

8.A.2c—Whenever possible, new housing development should be located where exist-
ing services and infrastructure exist. Their appearance and density should be appropri-
ate to its environment and compatible with surrounding uses.

Preserve neighborhood identity, character, affordability, and diver-
sity.
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8.B.1
Analyze transportation demands in the Oak Hill area.

8.B.1a—For housing development/redevelopment projects where traffic impact is a
concern, a traffic analysis should be done due to current traffic problems, long-term
challenges of road expansion and improvement, and the overall lack of connectivity of
the area (see Chapter 7: Transportation and Infrastructure). Such analysis should con-
sider the adequacy of road connectivity, mobility, alternate transit modes, access, and
condition.

CHAPTER 9: NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN

9.A. Require landscaping along roadways, sidewalks, bike paths, and

around bus stops to provide shade in order to encourage pedes-
trian, bicycling, and mass transportation.
9.A.1

Incorporate pedestrian-friendly site design standards in all new commercial
development and redevelopment projects to create safe pedestrian envi-
ronment in the planning area.

9.A.la—Provide open space and/or pedestrian amenities such as benches, bike racks,
fountains, etc. for development sites greater than one acre.

9.A.Ib—Provide street plantings at the time of new construction or major redevelop-
ment.

9.A.lc—Provide pedestrian and bike connections from adjacent parkland and/or resi-
dential areas.

9.A.Id—Provide shaded sidewalks along all publicly visible building fagades.

9.A.1e—Parking should be placed behind or to the side of the building with vegetative
screens to buffer sidewalks and trees.

9.A.|f—Promote the use of solar power shading devices in parking lots.
9.A.lg—Increase sidewalk width requirements from [2 to I5 feet.

9.A.lh—Comply with applicable water quality regulations for impervious cover by ex-
ploring pervious materials for sidewalks and parking areas.

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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9.A.li—Limit the amount of curb cuts by sharing driveways and parking areas with ad-
jacent property owners.

9.A.1j—Building fagades should be brought close to the sidewalks while still abiding by
the minimum sidewalk width specifications for new sidewalks.

9.A.2

Encourage incorporation of pedestrian-friendly building design elements in
all non-residential development and redevelopment projects within the
planning area.

9.A.2a—Use limestone, brick, or other regional building materials compatible with the
Oak Hill "Hill Country” look.

9.A.2b—Integrate solar power and solar hot water heating into building design.

9.A.2c—lIntegrate green building practices such as solar power panels, solar hot water
heating, wind power, rainwater collection systems, green roofs and water quality con-
trols as necessary. If possible, projects should strive to achieve one star or higher rat-
ing under the City of Austin Green Building Program or other environmental pro-
grams.

9.A.2d—Provide facade articulation of wall recesses and projections and/or different
colors and textures.

9.A.2e—Make primary entrances visible by using architectural details, planters, en-
hanced light fixtures, and the like.

9.A.2f—At least 75% of the building’s front fagade (facing the principal street) should
consist of storefronts with at least two separate entrances.

9.A.2g—Provide for liner stores in building fagade. A liner store is a commercial use on
the ground floor of a building located not more than 30 feet from the street right-of-
way with an entrance facing the street.

9.A.2h—Provide glazing to add interest for pedestrians and provide a human-scale ele-
ment on the building fagade. (Glazing is the panes or sheets of glass or other non-glass
material made to be set in frames, as in windows or doors.)

9.A.2i—Provide roof design such as parapets and sloping angles.

9.A.2j—Consider design and application of sustainable roof such as vegetated roofs
and/or rainwater collection systems.

9.B. Enhance the Hill Country look of Oak Hill by preserving trees
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9.C.

and addressing aesthetic improvements in the planning area.
9.B.1

The City Council should consider the application of the Hill Country
Roadway Ordinance on U.S. Highway 290 and State Highway 71 and other
roadways within the Oak Hill neighborhood planning area to control sign-
age, limit heights, plant trees, and to preserve the natural beauty of the en-
vironment.

9.B.1a—Use low-luminance light sources, light shields, and other methods on street
lights to protect the night sky from light pollution.

9.B.Ib—Design commercial signs and billboards in a tasteful manner that would limit
light pollution after business hours.

9.B.1c—Preserve trees (such as oaks, elms, and pecan trees) that are more than 100
years old by using two feet of mulch over the roots during construction.

9.B.Id—Partner with tree preservation experts on tree preservation practices in Oak
Hill during new development. Promote trenching and other appropriate methods
around existing oaks to prevent the spread of Oak Wilt.

9.B.1e—Utilize design elements and native materials in a consistent manner through-
out new developments.

9.B.1f—Provide design elements that are compatible with Oak Hill’s Hill Country town
look.

9.B.1g—Provide landscaping in medians to create scenery at interchanges.

Balance development and environmental protection by maintain-
ing a vibrant residential and commercial community that demon-

strates caring stewardship of the environment.

9.C.1

Ensure that the environmental impact on the Edwards Aquifer and the ex-
isting natural landscape is kept at a minimum by new commercial develop-
ment and redevelopment in Oak Hill.

9.C.1a—lIncorporate water control measures within the design of the site.

9.C.Ib—Provide, protect, and preserve open spaces and environmental features by
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9.D.

encouraging cluster developments.

9.C.2

All new residential development/redevelopment projects in Oak Hill
should strive to ensure that the environmental impact on the Edwards Ag-
uifer and the existing natural landscape is kept at a minimum.

9.C.2a—Development and redevelopment of large sites should include measures such
as pervious paving, rainwater collection system, and smart irrigation where appropri-
ate.

9.C.2 b—Encourage developers to explore clustered development as an option, since
it provides sufficient housing units while maintaining and preserving considerable
amounts of open space.

9.C.2c—Builders should use the Green Building Standards in their projects whenever
possible: Using local materials, considering water needs for landscaping, and installing
efficient heating and cooling systems are all steps to building greener homes.

9.C.2d—Builders should explore the option of including a trail through their project
site or dedicating an easement near water quality features.

Preserve neighborhood identity, character, affordability, and diver-
sity.
9.D.1

New single-family and multi-family developments/redevelopments should
be compatible with existing residential architecture to reinforce the Hill
Country character of Oak Hill, in terms of materials, lighting, and height.

9.D.1a—Preserve Old German-style masonry and limestone construction.
9.D.1b—Place overhangs on roofs for shade.

9.D.1 c—Provide abundant porch space.

9.D.1d—Utilize metal roofing or some other comparable material.

9.D.le—Preserve character of old while incorporating sustainable green building prac-
tices.

9.D.If—Incorporate vegetative buffers for all new residential neighborhoods.
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9.E. Provide managed connectivity between various neighborhoods

while maintaining the quiet enjoyment of neighborhoods.

9.E.1

All new residential development and redevelopment projects should incor-

porate the following design elements to increase walk-ability throughout
the Oak Hill area.

9.E.la—Provide sidewalks for all new residential subdivisions.

9.E.1b—Keep existing trees along sidewalks to provide enough shade for residents
walking.

CHAPTER 10: PARKS, TRAILS, AND OPEN SPACE

10.A. Expand and develop park-like recreational options, especially in

underserved neighborhoods.

10.A.1

All neighborhoods in the Oak Hill area should have access to safe, conven-
ient and well-equipped park facilities.

10.A.1a—Provide bathroom facilities and water fountains in Oak Hill parks where
needed and appropriate.

1 0. B.Establish a network of greenspaces and trails connecting

neighborhoods.
10.B.1

Create new parks with more active spaces within the planning area to miti-

gate overcrowding of existing facilities and serve neighborhood residents
that are farthest away from existing facilities.

10.B.1a—ldentify potential parkland to serve neighborhood residents on the far west-
ern area of the planning boundary who are farthest from existing parks and facilities.

10.B.1b—Explore possibility of a small pocket park behind Old Fredericksburg Road
and West Creek Drive. By providing benches and proper landscaping, the vacant strip

XXvi

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
City Council—December | |, 2008



i OAK HILLVISION AND GOALS

of land fronting Old Fredericksburg Road has the potential to serve residents in its im-
mediate area.

10.B.1c—Stakeholders feel that more pocket parks are needed west of the “Y,” pref-
erably to the south of U.S. Highway 290 and to the north of State Highway 71 to serve
residents of these area.

10.B. 1 d—Within new and existing parks, stakeholders want to incorporate active rec-
reational spaces such as ball fields or soccer fields.

10.B. | e—Seek opportunities for the creation of a recreation community center for
seniors and youth in the planning area. If possible, locate the community center within
a new or existing park that has appropriate arterial road access. Stakeholders feel that
there should be two recreation centers, one located north of U.S. Highway 290 and
another south of the highway.

10.B.2f—Identify an appropriate location for an ice-skating rink for youth and adults of
the planning area and nearby neighborhoods.

10.B.2g—Stakeholders want to seek opportunities to collaborate with community or-
ganizations and public entities to share recreational facilities.

10.B.2h—When AISD builds new schools in Oak Hill, the City and AISD should seek
opportunities to develop joint facilities to be used by both the school and Oak Hill
residents,

10.C.Preserve and restore natural beauty of open spaces in order to
maintain Oak Hill’s Hill Country character.

10.C.1

Explore creative mechanisms to preserve more open spaces within the
Oak Hill planning area.

10.C. la—Stakeholders want to encourage clustered developments in the planning area
to create more public open spaces. Clustered development on a property can not only
provide open space for the community but also preserves environmentally sensitive
areas and the rural character of the neighborhoods. For more information on the posi-
tive impacts of cluster development, please refer to Chapter 9: Neighborhood Design.

10.C. |b—Stakeholders want to seek opportunities to collaborate with community or-
ganizations and public entities such as AISD to share recreational facilities. The soccer
field at Small Middle School is open for public use after school hours. Residents want
to explore opportunities to collaborate with entities when new facilities are being
planned in the area. Note: AISD already has a formal agreement with the South Austin
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Soccer Association about the use of the fields adjacent to Small and Patton. This is an
example where the District has worked with this private entity to cooperate providing
youth activities for the community.

10.C.1c—Request City Council to evaluate an amendment to the SOS Ordinance that
would allow up to 8,000 sq. ft. of additional impervious cover for public facilities includ-
ing parking lots that provide access to City of Austin parkland.

10.D. Preserve and enhance environmental resources including water-

sheds, air quality, and wildlife corridors.

10.D.1

Explore methods to enhance the natural environment in Oak Hill area.

10.D.1a—1In order to provide for functional wildlife corridors, find ways to integrate
wildlife corridors with water resources.

10.D.1b—0n all publicly accessible greenbelts and nature trails, ensure adequate park-
ing is available; explore parking agreements with civic and public uses, such as churches
and schools, in addition to other sources.

| 0. E. Integrate neighborhoods, green spaces, and major destinations to

increase connectivity.

10.E.1

Seek appropriate methods to fund creation of hike and bike trails, active
outdoor recreational space and open spaces within the Oak Hill planning
area.

10.E.la—In the event resources become available for open space, if possible these re-
sources should be exclusive to the Oak Hill planning area.

[0.E.Ib—Specific areas in Oak Hill should be targeted for open space. (See map of
park recommendation areas.)

10.E. | c—If funding becomes available, establish an allocation plan with different seg-
ments of the Oak Hill planning area designated to receive funding.

10.E.1d—Oak Hill stakeholders should continue to seek funding sources (other than
Proposition 2 monies) for community-based civic uses.

I0.F Create safe and secure greenbelts and nature trails along William-
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son Creek and other area creeks.

10.F.1

Expand and enhance the existing trail system to connect to major parks,
greenbelts, commercial centers, creeks, and destinations within the plan-
ning area.

10.F.|a—Create a trail connection from the intersection of William Cannon Drive and
Brush County Road to Williamson Creek. Several property owners along Williamson
Creek west of the “Y” do not feel comfortable creating a trail through their proper-
ties. They have concerns about safety even if the trail were separated by a fence or
vegetative buffer. Some residents want to have a greenbelt protecting Williamson
Creek and providing recreational opportunities to the residents. Extending the green-
belt around State Highway 7| to the Nature Conservancy would allow wildlife to trav-
erse within the greenbelt area.

10.F.1b—Provide a trail connection from QOak Hill Park to the existing trails in Gaines
Creek Park.

10.F.lc—Connect trails to major destinations such as parks, schools, and greenbelts to
increase trail useability. Community members feel that highways hinder connectivity
within the Oak Hill planning area. Hence, expanding the pedestrian and trail network
would help residents get around the neighborhood walking or on a bike.

10.F.Id—Connect neighborhoods east of FM [826 to the neighborhoods west of FM
1826. Stakeholders feel this would be an important connection because of major desti-
nations such as Seton Hospital and the middle school located along FM 1826.

10.F.1e—Provide trail connections between the Austin Community College (ACC)
campus and the local neighborhoods.

10.F. If—Provide a trail connection from Latta Branch and Legend Oaks Parks to U.S.
Highway 290.

10.F.1g—Provide a trail connection from Latta Branch Park to Slaughter Lane.

10.F.lh—Oak Hill residents should be encouraged to join and support the Oak Hill
Trails Association to continue their work towards implementing trail projects in the
Oak Hill area. They should continue to gather necessary funds, resources, and support
to increase connectivity in Oak Hill.

10.F.li—Provide more police patrols in Windmill Run Park. Currently, residents in the
area are involved in patrolling the neighborhoods.
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10.F.1j—Seek methods to maintain security of neighborhoods adjacent to trails, green-
belts, and parks.

CHAPTER 11: COMMUNITY LIFE

| | .A. Preserve valued historic sites.

I1.B.

LA

Instill a sense of pride among Oak Hill community members by preserving
and celebrating the historic value of landmarks.

| ILA.la—Preserve the Oak Hill Pizza Garden, formerly known as the Patton Store.
| LLA.Ib—Preserve and maintain the Convict Hill Quarry Park on Convict Hill Road.

I LLA.lc—Preserve the old Oak Hill Elementary school.

I |.A.|d—New development and redevelopment projects should make a sincere
attempt to preserve the older oak trees along William Cannon Drive.

Ensure the safety of persons and property.

Address crime in the Oak Hill area by creating a comprehensive crime
management and safety program for the Oak Hill planning area.

| 1.B.la—Increase coordination between Oak Hill stakeholders and Travis County.
| 1.B.1b—Increase coordination between Austin Police Department and the Oak Hill
community members to create an informational session about the law enforcement

services in the Oak Hill area.

I 1.B.1 c—Stakeholders feel that a police substation is needed in the Oak Hill planning
area to address criminal activity.

11.B.2

Coordinate and enhance educational safety programs for the Oak Hill
community.

}1.B.2a—Conduct bike safety programs for the adult and youth population of the area.

| 1.B.2b—Encourage forest fire prevention and awareness programs in the area.

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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| |.C.All Oak Hill residents should have readily accessible, quality com-

I 1.D.

munity and public services.

H1.C.I

Encourage locating community and public services in one area of Oak Hill
to ease accessibility by area residents.

I 1.C.1a—Build a cultural and historical community center that would include a civic
center, senior activity center, and a center for performance and visual arts.

| f.C.Ib—Cluster services in areas that can accommodate the amount of traffic that
would be generated by the cultural center.

11.C.2

Expand the library services in the Oak Hill area to accommodate areas
that are farthest from existing libraries.

I 1.C.2a—Community members would like Oak Hill libraries to be in close proximity
to recreational facilities such as a pool.

I 1.C.2b—Encourage Oak Hill residents to volunteer at Oak Hill libraries.
11.C.3
Ensure school capacity is adequately addressed.

I 1.C.3a—Locate elementary schools closer to single-family neighborhoods so children
can walk to schools.

I 1.C.3b—Locate an additional high school in the planning area.

| 1.C.3c—Encourage coordination between Austin Independent School District (AISD)
and community groups to learn more about long-range plans for AlSD.

Promote camaraderie, community spirit, and communication
among neighborhoods.

11.D.1

Encourage coordination with Oak Hill residents and neighborhoods on
issues of mutual interest and concern.
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I 1.D.1a—Encourage all qualified, unregistered neighborhood associations to become
recognized members of Oak Hill Association of Neighborhoods (OHAN).

11D.1b——Encourage businesses to join Oak Hill Business and Professional Association
(OHBPA).

11.D.1c—Oak Hill residents, stakeholders and Neighborhood Planning Contact Team
should continue to educate themselves on the new zoning categories Neighborhood
Commercial and Neighborhood Mixed Use as well as the overall effect on develop-
ment and land use of this large neighborhood plan and Future Land Use Map (FLUM) in

order to make informed decisions.
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' :[ Chapter I: PLAN OVERVIEW

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN

The City of Austin’s Neighborhood Planning Program follows from decades of
citizen initiatives to plan the City. These initiatives intended to establish plan-
ning policies to guide the form, location, and characteristics of development in
order to preserve the quality of life and character of existing neighborhoods.

In 1979, the Austin City Council adopted a comprehensive plan, the Austin To-
morrow Plan, in which goals and objectives were based on public input. A pol-

icy objective in the plan states: “Develop and implement specific, detailed plans
tailored to the needs of each neighborhood.”

In 1995 and 1996, Austin’s Citizens’ Planning Committee issued reports recom-
mending neighborhood planning to identify community needs and guide future
development in specific areas of the city (“From Chaos to Common Ground,”
Citizens’ Planning Committee Report, p. 12). In 1996, City Council created the
Neighborhood Planning Program to achieve these goals.

THE OAK HILL COMBINED NEIGHBORHOOD
PLANNING AREA

On October 20, 2005, City Council created the East and West Oak Hill
neighborhood planning areas and started the planning process for both areas,
jointly known as the Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Planning Area.
{Throughout this plan, “planning area” will refer to the combined neighbor-
hood, and “East Oak Hill” and "West Oak Hill” will refer to the individual plan-
ning areas, respectively. “Oak Hill"” will refer to the area more generally.)

The planning area is located in southwest Austin and is bound by MOPAC
(Loop 1) on the east, Thomas Springs Road and Circle Drive on the west,
Southwest Parkway and Travis Country neighborhood on the north, and Con-
vict Hill, Davis Lane, and Granada Hills neighborhood on the south. The area
covers approximately | 1,000 acres, making it the largest planning area in the

City.
Two major highways pass through Oak Hill: U.S. Highway 290 bisects the plan-

ning area; State Highway 71 splits northwest from Highway 290 at the *Y,” in
West Oak Hill.

PLAN STRUCTURE AND CONTENT

The major planning challenges and opportunities in this area were first identi-
fied in the Austin Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan (1979), and then analyzed
further in the Oak Hill Area Study (1985). Similar concerns run through this
pltan as well. They include the need to balance development with the preserva-
tion of natural features (such as aquifers and greenbelts); the prevention of ero-
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Figure 1-1 Oak Hill Planning Area
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sion, flooding, and water pollution; and the need to protect the integrity and character of cur-
rent residential neighborhoods while accommodating for future growth.

Chapter 2 introduces the planning area, including its history, statistical profile, and environ-
mental character. The goals, objectives, and recommendations in this plan were developed
through a public planning process that included meetings, workshops, and surveys. This proc-
ess is described in Chapter 3: Planning Process. Stakeholders invited to help develop this plan
include residents, property owners, community business owners, renters, and various organi-
zations and institutions. Given the nature of Oak Hill's environmental features, participants in
the process put a great deal of effort into determining appropriate development in the Barton
Springs Zone (Chapter 4).

Chapter 5: Public Utilities and Development Patterns provides information on how the provi-
sion of public utilities can affect land use patterns. Chapters 6 through !l address one major
planning topic each: Chapter 6: Land Use and Development; Chapter 7: Transportation and
Infrastructure; Chapter 8: Housing; Chapter 9: Neighborhood Design; Chapter 10: Parks,
Trails, and Open Space; and Chapter | 1: Community Life. The beginning of each of these chap-
ters lists the goals, objectives, and recommendations for that topic.

LAND USE PLANNING PRINCIPLES

The City of Austin has I8 land use planning principles. Land use is a complex issue that is criti-
cal to the long-term prosperity of the people and neighborhoods in Austin. Below is the list of
planning principles that guide neighborhoods in addressing future land use issues:

I Ensure that the decision will not create an arbitrary development pattern,
2 Ensure an adequate and diverse supply of housing for all income levels,

3 Minimize negative effects between incompatible land uses,
4

Recognize suitable areas for public uses, such as hospitals and schools that will mini-
mize the impacts to residential areas,

5. Discourage intense uses within or adjacent to residential areas,

6. Ensure neighborhood businesses are planned to minimize adverse effects to the
neighborhood,

7. Minimize development in floodplains and environmentally sensitive areas,

8. Promote goals that provide additional environmental protection,

9. Consider regulations that address public safety as they pertain to future developments
(e.g. overlay zones, pipeline ordinances that limit residential development),

10.  Ensure adequate transition between adjacent land uses and development intensities,

Il.  Protect and promote historically and culturally significant areas,
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12.  Recognize current City Council priorities,

3.  Avoid creating undesirable precedents,

14.  Promote expansion of the economic base and create job opportunities,
I15.  Ensure similar treatment of land use decisions on similar properties,
16. Balance individual property rights with community interests and goals,
17.  Consider infrastructure when making land use decisions, and

18.  Promote development that serves the needs of a diverse population.

OTHER PLANS AND CITY INITIATIVES

This plan considered the planning principles, policies, and objectives in the following plans.

Austin Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan (1979)

City Council adopted the Austin Tomorrow Plan in 1979, and it remains the comprehensive
plan for the City of Austin. It includes chapters on urban design, economic development, envi-
ronmental management, government and utility services, housing and neighborhoods, parks
and recreation, and transportation. It also ranked the suitability of different regions in and
around Austin for growth and development on a scale of | to V. Areas ranked IV and V were
considered the least suitable for development. Oak Hill was primarily classified as 1V, balancing
its substantial development constraints against existing transportation and utility investments.

All neighborhood plans approved by City Council become amendments to the Austin Tomor-
row Plan. The City Charter states in Article X: Planning, Sec. 5, that all elements of the Austin
Tomorrow Plan, including neighborhood plans, shall be coordinated and internally consistent
with the comprehensive plan.

The Oak Hill Area Study (1985)

The Oak Hill Area Study was conducted in 1985 by the Office of Land Development Services
for the purpose of creating a comprehensive zoning map for recently annexed areas of the
city. The zoning map was designed to promote good water quality, protect environmental re-
sources, ensure land use compatibility, encourage efficient land uses, secure adequate public
facilities, compare alternatives and ensure that future decisions were part of a broader, com-
prehensive planning process.

The Austinplan (1989)

Created between 1985 and 1988, the Austinplan was an attempt to update the Austin Tomor-
row Plan (1979). The purpose of the Austinplan was ‘“to provide a sound, reasonable, and
clear basis for making future City planning, programming, and budgeting decisions within the
City's jurisdiction” (Austinplan, Sector 11, pg.1). This plan was not approved.
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Envision Central Texas (2004)

“A Vision for Central Texas” is a guiding document that was created by the non-profit organi-
zation, Envision Central Texas (ECT). The organization is composed of concerned citizens
representing the business community, environmental organizations, neighborhoods, and pol-
icy-makers who share the common goal of addressing growth with sound planning that has the
interests of the region’s existing and future citizens in mind. (A Vision for Central Texas, Envision
Central Texas, May 2004, “Our Mission”). The mission of ECT is to assist in the public develop-
ment and implementation of a regional vision addressing the growth of Bastrop, Caldwell,
Hays, Travis, and Williamson counties, with an emphasis on land use, transportation and the
environment” (A Vision for Central Texas, Envision Central Texas, May 2004, “Our Mission”).

In general, the City uses this plan as a guiding document, recognizing the regional intercon-
nectedness of the five counties when addressing regional growth.

Regional Water Quality Protection Plan for the Barton Springs segment of the
Edwards Aquifer and Its Contributing Zone (June 2005)

“Develop an implement-able Regional Water Quality Management Plan
that preserves and protects resources and manages activities within the
planning region so that existing and future land use, land management,
and development activities maintain or enhance the existing water quality
of the groundwater and surface water within both the Barton Springs
segment of the Edwards Aquifer and the contributing portion of the wa-
tersheds within the Planning Region, for the benefit of people and the en-
vironment”

Stakeholder committee goal statement, Regional Water Quality Protection
Plan for the Barton Springs segment of the Edwards Aquifer and Its Contribut-
ing Zone, pg. viii, june 2005.

The City of Austin, as one of the sponsors of this plan, continues to evaluate opportunities for
protection of the Edwards Aquifer identified in the plan. More on this subject can be found in
Chapter 4.
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Oak Hill, located in southwest Austin, was founded as an independent town,
but has slowly been incorporated into the city after seeing substantial residen-
tial growth from the 1960s through today. This chapter provides context for
the planning area, historically, demographically, and geographically.

e L

d, seen from Escarpment Boulevard.

Figu 2-: A creek be
RECENT HISTORY

THE FIRST SETTLERS

The first settlers in Oak Hill were William and Selena Glasscock, their six chil-
dren, and slaves. They arrived in the Oak Hill area in 1840, the same year
Travis County was created. At the time of settlement, only a small number of
people lived in the area.

Oak Hill was originally named Live Oak Springs. Following the Civil War, many
residents wanted the area to be called Shiloh ‘place of peace’ in Hebrew. In
1869, it was given the name Oatmanville.

After the Civil War, permanent settlers, many from the Appalachian Mountains,
were drawn to the Austin area, in part because of the abundant cedar forests.
The forests gave these "“cedar choppers” a living, due to the high demand for
railroad ties, foundation piers, stove wood, charcoal, and fence posts. Between
1870 and 1890, “Cedar Wars” broke out over intensive competition for these

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan 7
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forests.

The area boomed in the 1880s, thanks to demand for limestone from its quarries, needed for
construction of the new Capitol building nearby in Austin. By

1884, the town had a general store, four saloons, and 75 resi- O b
dents. Pecans, cotton, wool, and hides were the principal i
commodities shipped by area farmers. In 1900, the name was aviis s i
changed to Oak Hill, and by 1904, the population of Oak Hill |ESEEIETEEEEEre
had reached 200. The Oak Hill post office was closed in 1910, rﬂl: = '
and mail for the community was sent to Austin.

SPECIAL PLACES TO REMEMBER AND
HONOR

Figure 2-2: Oak Trees at Wil
liam Cannon and Hwy 290

The “Grove,” also known as “Beckett Grove”

In the 1870s, the Beckett family owned ranchland along Wil-
liamson Creek, south of the Patton family ranch. The Grove,
an idyllic stand of oak and pecan trees on the Beckett ranch, still stands east of the intersec-
tion of U.S. Highway 290 and William Cannon Drive. Due to its proximity to Austin, it was
used as a traveler’s campsite. Local residents met there for gatherings and celebrations, such
as the 4th of July. The Grove is considered one of the sig-
nificant historic treasures in Oak Hill, and especially the
“Oak Hill Pecan Tree,” which locals claim is perhaps the
biggest pecan tree in Texas. The tree still serves as a focal
point for picnics and gatherings.

One of the Beckett family descendents, Tommy Beckett,
voiced the community’s concern about what could happen
to the Grove as the Texas Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) plans to expand U.S. Highway 290. TxDOT has
assured the community that it wil! preserve the tree or
move it to a new location. As of the date of this plan, the
future of the Oak Hill Pecan Tree and the Grove remains
uncertain.

marker tells of the found-

Convict Hill Quarry Park ing of Oak Hill,

Convict Hill Quarry, south of Oak Hill, got its name from (Source: http://www.ohan.org)

the convicts who mined limestone there from 1882

through 1885, including eight who died. The site was cho-

sen to provide limestone for the new State Capitol, after the fire of 1881 destroyed the origi-
nal.

During construction of the Capitol, however, the quarry’s limestone was found to be unsuit-
able for the exterior of the building. Instead, it was mainly used for the foundation, basement

8 Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
City Council—December |1, 2008



R Chapter 2:THE NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONTEXT

walls, cross walls, and backing for the exterior walls. By the end of 1884, nearly 280,000 cubic
feet of limestone had been delivered from the Convict Hill quarry.

When the park was established is unclear. It remained closed and unused until 2005, when Dr.
Jim Turney created Friends of the Convict Hill Quarry Park. Seeing the official parks sign
erected in front of the property, Dr. Turney posted a flyer asking neighbors to help clean up
the park. The first work day was scheduled for
April 16th, 2005, and |16 neighbors answered the
call to help.

HISTORIC SITES

Potential historic landmarks identified by Oak Hill
stakeholders during the planning process are listed
below. Research should be conducted to ascertain
if historic designations are appropriate for these
sites:

e Patton General Store, now the Austin Pizza
Garden—6266 U.S. Highway 290 West

e Stone house near Oak Hill Liquor now the Austin Pizza Garden.
s Beckett Grove (meeting place)

o Oak trees (William Cannon)

¢ Log cabin {ocated on Patton Ranch Road

e  Quarry Park on Convict Hitl

e Cedar Valley School (Thomas Springs Road)
e Old Oak Hill Elementary School

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan 9
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e

STATISTICAL PROFILE

LAND AREA

The planning area is approximately I 1,000 acres, making it Austin’s largest neighborhood plan-
ning area to date (by acreage, though not population). Figure 2-5 shows the five largest plan-
ning areas in Austin, by size and population. Figure 2-6 shows all of the neighborhood planning
areas in Austin.

These two figures (2-5 and 2-6) highlight the unique nature of this planning area. Since the
neighborhood planning program began in 1997, the City’s focus has been on the older parts of
the city, called the urban core, which were developed many years ago. Oak Hill is not part of
the urban core. Neighborhood plans primarily address issues related to the development and
redevelopment of small infill residential properties and declining, outdated shopping centers.
Unlike the urban core, which is approximately 3% undeveloped, the Oak Hill planning area is
approximately 34% undeveloped and includes land outside of the city limits, where the City
has no zoning authority.

Figure 2-5: Five largest planning areas by acreage and population

Population
Combined Neighborhood Planning Areas Acreage rank  Total Acres  |Population rank (2000}

Oak Hill [ 1,123 3 24, 270

Franklin Park, McKinney, Southeast 2 4,118 4 19,577

Pecan Springs, MLK, & MLK-183 3 4,097 5 17.065

Barton Hills, Zilker, South Lamar, & Galindo 4 3,997 2 27,159
Riverside, Pleasant Valley, Parker Lane 5 3,322 i 33,396

POPULATION

Between 1990 and 2000, the Austin region and both East and West Oak Hill saw tremendous
population growth (Figure 2.7). The population of both Oak Hill planning areas grew more
than twice as fast as Austin and the Austin region (the Austin-Round Rock Metropolitan Statis-
tical Area (MSA), which includes Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis, and Williamson Counties).
Indeed, West Qak Hill grew nearly three times as fast as the City of Austin. As will be seen
below, growth in East Oak Hill slowed after 2000, while West Oak Hill continues to grow.

Figure 2-8 shows how the ethnicities in the planning area changed from 1990 to 2000. During
this time, people of all ethnicities continued to move to Oak Hill. Hispanic and Asian residents
moved in relatively greater numbers, while black residents moved in fewer numbers. This re-

sulted in a slight decrease in the percentage of black residents in Oak Hill.

10 Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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Figure 2-9 shows levels of education in Qak Hill and Austin. East and West Oak Hill have
higher levels of education from “some college” up to “professional degree.” Doctorate de-
grees in both areas are slightly higher than the urban core and the city.

Family incomes (Figure 2-10) in Oak Hill are also higher than in the urban core and city. The
area has fewer households making less than $50,000 per year, and more households making
more than that. Only in the highest income category (“$200,000 or more”), do East and West
Oak Hill diverge. West Oak Hill has three times as many people in that salary range as Austin
and the urban core and five times as many as East Oak Hill.

Figure 2-7: Population Change, 1990-2000.

Austin/
Round Rock
East Qak Hill West Oak Hill Austin MSA*
1990 6,396 5,176 465,562 846,227
2000 13,087 11,146 656,562 1,249,763
Percent Change 104.60% ‘ 115.30% | 41.00% 47.70%
* MSA includes Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Source: 1990 & 2000, U.S. Census
Travis, and Williamson counties.
Figure 2-8: Ethnicity, 1990-2000
East Oak Hill West Oak Hill Urban Core City of Austin
— L
1990 83.90% 83.40% 53.80% 61.70%
White
2000 77.90% 77.40% 42.40% 52.90%
1990 3.20% 2.20% 15.10% 11.90%
Black
2000 2.60% 1.60% 12.40% 9.80%
1990 10.70% 12.40% 27.70% 22.80%
Hispanic
2000 12.70% 15.70% 39.30% 30.50%
1990 2.00% 1.70% 2.90% 3.30%
Asian
2000 4.90% 3.60% 4.00% 4.70%
1990 0.20% 0.30% 0.50% 0.30%
Other
2000 1.90% 1.70% 2.00% 2.00%

Source: 1990 & 2000, U.S. Census

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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Figure 2-9: Educational attainment

East Oak Hill West Oak Hill  Urban Core  City of Austin
Adults over 24 years old 8,791 7,350 203,396 399,758
No schooling 0.2% 0.7% 2.6% 2.0%
Nursery - 8th grad - 1.1% 0.4% i 8.6% 6.3% o
h 9th - 12th, no diploma 23% 0.6% x 9.8% 8.2%
High school diploma 10.2% ' 9.7% 16.4% 17.0%
Somér;';ﬁ:g; 224% 22.5% 19.3% 21 .“I;é\_h_
h ) Associate degree 6.6% 7.3% 3ﬂ9;’ 5.0%
Bachelor's degree 358% i ;9.4% 23.9% 25.7%
Master’s degree B 14.8% 13.2% 9.8% 9.7%
) P;';f.é.s:s;;;:-arc.iegree 4.2% 3.5% 3.3% . _ﬂ_2.8% -
Doctorate degree 26% 2.6% E “25% | 2.2%
Source: 2000; US. Census
Figure 2-10: Family income
East Oak Hill West Oak Hilf Urban Core City of Austin
Family households 3,203 3,093 67,423 141,589
Median family income $77.208 $89,262 $44,850 $54,091
Less than $10,000 1.6% B 1.5% E 7.5% 5.5%
$10,000 - $19,999 3.2% 29% 112% 8.4%
$20,000 - $29,999 4.9% 3.9% 13.6% 10.8%
$30,000 - $39,999 _”5h9%_ t 4.1% 12.5% I0.6%m o
s I f 3
$40,000 - $49,999 7.6% B8.1% 10.5% 10.2%
C $50000 - $74999 24.4% 25.5% 193% 21.6%
$75,000 - $124,999 38.1% 31.1% 15.5% 20.7%
$125,000 - $199,999 I I.7“7:’:“ IE;% E 6.0% 7.9% )
More than $200,000 2.5% 12.3% | 3.8% 4.1%

Source: 2000, U.S. Census

Qak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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HOUSING

Figure 2-11 shows the distribution of housing types in the planning area. East Oak Hill has sig-
nificantly more multifamily units (units in buildings that contain more than 3 residences) than
West Oak Hill, which is predominantly single family. Indeed, East Oak Hill has proportionally
more multifamily units than Austin as a whole.

Single-family housing in East Oak Hill was primarily built in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, while
West Oak Hill started slowly in the 1970s, caught up with East Oak Hill in the 1980s, and out-
paced it in the 1990s and 2000s (Figure 2-12).

As shown in Figure 2-13, West Oak Hill has continued to grow since 2000 across all housing
types; East Oak Hill has slowed considerably. While the availability of large tracts of vacant
land in West Oak Hill continues to allow for single family developments, the housing stock in
this part of the planning area is also getting more diverse. Since 2000, more multifamily build-
ings (duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes, and apartment buildings with five or more units) have
been built in West Oak Hill than have single-family structures. However, because fewer peo-
ple typically live in these units, the smaller number of single family homes still drew more new
residents.

Figure 2-11: Housing units by type

East Oak Hill West Oak Hill Urban Core City of Austin

o " Tofal housing units 63% | 4145 | 150469 276,842
Single family 4730% | 91.00% 42.90% 51.30%

Duple-)-(. tri- and-gt;'-.pié.x units | 390% 570% 11.20% IbOO% .
Multifamily units 48.30% 2.70% 44.70% 36.80%
T Other Unis 0.50% 0.70% 120% | 2.00%

Source: 2000, U.S. Census

THE LAY OF THE LAND

Oak Hill is known for its natural beauty and environmental sensitivity, due to its mix of land
forms, water features, and habitat, and its connection—via the Edwards Aquifer—to the Colo-
rado River and Austin’s water supply. Water resources, critical environmental features, envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas, and natural development constraints create layers of complexity
that shape land development here.

WATER RESOURCES

Water resources in the planning area include Williamson, Barton, and Slaughter creeks and
the Edwards and Trinity Aquifers. The Edwards Aquifer is the most significant water feature in
the area. The aquifer does not directly supply drinking water to the City of Austin; however,
water from the aquifer makes its way to the Colorado River via Barton Creek upstream of the
Green Water Treatment Plant. The Edwards Aquifer also supplies flow to Barton Springs, a

14 Oak Hilt Combined Neighborhood Plan
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Figure 2-12: Age of single-family homes in East & West Oak Hill
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* 2000s data is for 2000—2006.

Figure 2-13: New units by permit type and population change,
January 1, 2000, through March 1, 2007

Units Population change
East West East West
Oak Oak Persons Oak Qak
Permit type Hill Hill per unit Hill Hill
R ]
Demolition
One family buildings 2 3 -35 -7 -1
Two family buildings 2 0 -2.8 -6 0
Three and four family buildings 0 0 -2.2 0 ]
Five or more family buildings 0 0 -1.8 0 0
New Construction o
One family houses, detached 198 1091 35 693 3,819
One family houses, attached 0 0 0 0 0
Two family buildings 66 94 28 185 263
Three and four family buildings 0 147 22 0 323
Five or more family buildings 0 88l 1.8 0 1,586
Totals 269 2,423 865 5,980
Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Pian I5
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major Austin amenity and habitat for endangered species. The aquifer and Barton Springs are
recharged by runoff carried into creeks which cross the aquifer’s recharge zone and by infiltra-
tion in, and upland of, Oak Hill. The Barton Springs Zone and Edwards Aquifer are discussed
in detail in Chapter 4.

CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES

Critical Environmental Features (CEFs) are located throughout Oak Hill. CEFs are features
that are critically important to the protection of one or more environmental resources.
Springs and seeps, rimrocks, caves, and sinkholes are CEFs commonly found in Oak Hill.
When property is developed in the planning area, a study is conducted to ascertain whether
the property contains any CEFs.

Springs and seeps are natural points or zones of groundwater discharge. They are important
because they provide base flow to streams and support habitats for animals and plants. Devel-
opment near these features can have adverse effects on the quality and quantity of spring wa-
ter. Sediment clogs springs and seeps, and impervious cover (like buildings and pavement) re-
duces groundwater recharge. Both reduce spring flow.

Rimrock is a horizontal outcrop and vertical face of hard limestone, parallel to the side of a
canyon or surrounding a canyon head. Rimrocks form a sharp boundary between sensitive

canyon habitats, including spring areas, and less sensitive upland areas. They are sometimes
associated with shelter caves, which have a high potential for archaeological significance or

wildlife habitats. Increasing or decreasing stormwater runoff can erode these features.

Caves, sinkholes, and karst features (formed where limestone dissolves) provide ways for wa-
ter to reach the Edwards Aquifer and habitat for a number of plants and animals, including rare
species adapted to these cavernous environments.

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS

Environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs) have a high priority for species preservation and special
consideration. Typically, they are important biclogical habitats. They differ from CEFs in that
they are broad areas rather than specific features. ESAs in Oak Hill include habitats for rare
birds, such as the Golden-cheeked Warbler and the Black-capped Vireo, and high quality ripar-
ian and upland woodlands. Riparian woodlands are found along streams. Priority upland wood-
lands are relatively undisturbed by urbanization or agricultural activities and are important for
wildlife habitat.

NATURAL DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINTS

Other natural features also constrain development in Oak Hill. Through flooding, erosion, and
altered hydrology, development in waterways and floodplains endangers the public safety and
private property and can damage water resources and ecosystems. Doing so also increases the
costs of stormwater management, as the capacity of natural floodways is reduced, while the
volume of water that must be managed increases.

16 Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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Building on steep slopes can destabilize the slopes, cause erosion, increase service costs, and
interrupt the natural beauty of the terrain. Doing so usually requires cut and fill of earth,
which is particularly susceptible to erosion and destabilization.

The photographs in the next pages (Figures 2-14 through 2-18) provide examples of the vari-
ous environmental features. These photographs were taken by City of Austin staff biologists
and geologists from various locations in the greater Austin area.

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan 17
City Council—December 11, 2008



B Chapter 2:THE NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONTEXT

Figure 2-14: Springs

Photos by City of Austin, Watershed Protection
and Development Review Department,

Oak Hili Combined Neighborhood Plan
City Council—December |1, 2008




- =

B/ Chapter 2:THE NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONTEXT

Figure 2-15: Rimrock

Photos by City of Austin, Watershed Protection
and Development Review Department.

Oak Hifl Combined Neighborhood Plan 19
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Figure 2-16: Caves

Photos by City of Austin, Watershed Protection
and Development Review Department.
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Figure 2-17: Sinkholes and
recharge features

a. Instream sinkhole

b. Karst fractures

Without a
surface opening

c. Upland sinkholes

With a surface
opening

Photos by City of Austin,
Woatershed Protection and
Development Review Department.
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Figure 2-18: Wetlands

a. Perched

c. Stream Fringes

d. Ponded

Photos by City of Austin, Watershed Protection and Development Review Department.
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AREA ANNEXATIONS

Figure 2-19 shows the annexation history of the planning area. Much of the planning area was
annexed into the city before 1989. Figure 2-20 shows the different jurisdictional boundaries
that control City regulations in Oak Hili.

In a full purpose annexation, cities extend municipal services, voting privileges, and full regula-
tory and taxing authority to new territory. Austin regulates development in its full purpose
jurisdiction with zoning, subdivision requirements, site plan requirements, and building codes.

A limited purpose annexation extends the City’s ordinances and regulations, including building
and zoning codes. It assesses no taxes and does not provide services, such as public safety,
road maintenance, and parks. These services are provided by the county. Residents in this type
of area may vote in City Council and Charter elections but may not vote on proposals to issue
bonds. Areas annexed for limited purposes after 1987 must convert to full purpose after three
years unless the property owner waives this requirement.

Some parts of the planning area are not located within the city limits, but are within Austin’s
extra territorial jurisdiction (ET]). The ET] is the unincorporated land within five miles of Aus-
tin's boundary that is not within the city limits or the ET) of another city. Austin alone is au-
thorized to annex land from the ET). This enables the City to regulate adjacent land whose
development can affect the quality of life within the city. ET) regulations help to ensure that
newly annexed subdivisions meet minimum standards for road access, lot size, and other fac-
tors. In the ET), the City regulates fand subdivision or platting and has limited authority over
the creation and expansion of special districts, such as municipal utility districts. No City taxes
are collected in the area, and no services are provided other than land development review.
Services such as public safety, road maintenance, and parks are provided by the county. Resi-
dents in Austin’s ET] may vote on City referenda that impact them.

The City does not have zoning authority in the ET]. This plan includes future land uses to
guide interim zoning, should this area be annexed. The property owner could then apply for
permanent zoning. if the.property owner requests a zoning change that is not compatible with
the future land use map, a plan amendment would be required.

Prior to 1989, the City was not required to provide water and sewer service to newly an-
nexed areas. For properties annexed prior to 1989, the City created service plans to identify
which services would be implemented within 60 days of annexation and which, if any, capital
improvement projects should occur within 2 1/2 years. Starting in 1989, cities were required
to provide water and sewer service to newly annexed areas. As a result, as new areas are an-
nexed into the City, a service plan is prepared for the area and approved by City Council.
Each service plan describes the services to be provided by the City and creates a timeline of
when those services will be implemented.

Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan 23
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Figure 2-20: Jurisdiction boundaries ™ NN 5 7"
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STARTING THE PLAN

The Oak Hill plan started with 52 stakeholders attending a pre-planning meet-
ing on September 27, 2005. The assembled residents and business and property
owners discussed the combined planning area. At that time, the proposed area
did not include Granada Hills, Travis Country, Regents Hill, Covenant Estates,
Alexan Mountain View, Legend Oaks, and Western Oaks subdivisions. Partici-
pants requested that City Council expand the planning area’s boundaries to in-
clude these subdivisions.

On October 20, the planning effort was officially launched when City Council
approved Resolution No. 20051020-012, directing the Planning Commission to
expand West Oak Hill and East Oak Hill as requested. In its final form, the plan-
ning area is approximately 11,000 acres. Figure 3-) shows the planning area’s
original and final boundaries.

On November |19, approximately 100 stakeholders attended a Strengths, Op-
portunities, and Challenges meeting, where they broke into five groups to dis-

Figure 3-1: Original and final boundary
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Figure 3-3: Top five responses to selected Resident Survey questions

What do you like about your community? Responses Percentage
Location 552 89.0%
Appearance and character upoll 380 61.3%
P;rkswér‘e;-l:;,ma;a green space 362 584%
Nearby shopping and supermarkets 306 49.4%
Travel time to jobs . 302 48.7%

What do you like about your community? (Open ended.)

Country feel, open space, low density, nature 136 22.0%_
.lu\leighborhood characteristics (diversity of population, young families, 66 B “;;.6%
neighborhood camaraderie)

Large lots 55 8.9%
Safe environment/low crime rate o 35 5.7%
Qutside city limits - 30 4.9%
What would you like to improve in your community?

Traffic congestion 446 72.0%
Parks and green space 337 54.4%
More restaurants and entertainment R, 298 48.1%
Effects of commercial development on neighborho;gsm 263 42.4%
More sidewalks and bike lanes - 263 42.4%
Better environmental prot:ectic;l;w 232 37.4%
What would you like to improve in your community? (Open ended.)

Highway/street design & maintenance 82 I3.296_-
Need for bike and pedestrian facilities e 73 H.7%
Traffic calming and automobile speedingw“ ------- 50 8.1%
Lack of recreational facilities 4] 6.6%
Code enforcement issues 8 ' 6.1%

28 Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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cuss what they felt were the strengths of Oak Hill, what should be preserved, what challenges
should be addressed, and what opportunities to enhance the neighborhood existed.

The five strengths mentioned most often related to (1) the environment (creeks and green-
belts), (2) the community (diversity of people), (3) the character of the neighborhood, (4)
commercial businesses, and (5) area schools.

The five challenges most often mentioned related to (1) transportation issues, such as U.S.
Highway 290 and interconnecting streets; (2) the lack of bike and pedestrian facilities; (3) the
need to redevelop the “Y” with more commercial services; (4) balancing environmental pro-
tection with commercial development; and (5) the need for more governmental services.

The five opportunities mentioned most often related to (1)
transportation opportunities (if specific roads were expanded
or improved); (2) adding bike and pedestrian facilities; (3) the
need for more commercial services; and (4) development and
the need for more public transportation (these two issues
were mentioned equally).

In early November 2005, the neighborhood planning survey

was posted to the Oak Hill website, and paper surveys were
mailed to stakeholders who requested them. Approximately Figure 3-2: Commercial

620 peopie submitted surveys (there are 6,296 households in signs on U.S. Highway 290
the planning area). The survey asked what Oak Hill stake-

holders wanted to preserve and improve. It also gathered in-

formation on where sidewalks should be built and what areas experienced flooding. Results of
selected survey questions are given in Figures 3-3 and 3-4.

Figure 3-4: Top five responses to selected Non-Resident Survey questions

What issues affect your business or property

and are of concern to you? Responses Percentage
Traffic congestion 1a 40 70.232_
Restricted vehicular access _ S I8 31.6%
Other (see below) - 16 28.1%
Lack of complementary businesses in the area o 13 22.8%
Lack of maintenance of neighboring pr0p;|:ties 12 21.1%

Other issues that affect your business or property. (Open-ended.)

Environmental controls prohibiting property development 4 20.0%
Highway/street design and maintenance o 2 10.0%

More parks/open space - R 2 100%
No public transportation o 2 100%
Need pedestrian faciliies 2 10.0%
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Figure 3-5: Meeting and process timeline

Date Attendees Meeting
2005  August o Pre-planning
September 27 52 Pre-planning stakeholder meeting
October o e Boundamr;adjustment (City Council)
November 19 ~100* Strengths, opportunities, challenges
November & December i Initial Survey conducted (620 responses)
2006  January - Steering committee formed iy
January 18 102 Vision and goals?(lu )h
February 23 - 55 Vision and goals (ll)
March 23 36 Watershed protection and water quality
ordinances
April 29 57 Land use work session
June 20 74 Southeast land use and zoning
July 13 43 ~ Northeast land use and zoning
August 10 73 Western land use and zoning (1)
September 30 63 Western land use and zoning (Il)
November |4 4 Parks, open space, environment, and
- Oak Hill history i
December 9 37 Transportation forum o
2007  January e Expansion of steering committee
January 25 52 Transportatic;r?and Town Center/TOD land
use and zoning
February 24 S 28 Affordable housing and design guidelines
April 12 T East Oak Hill preliminary land use ™
and zoning
April 26 6l West Qak Hill preliminary land use
and zoning
June 23 - 148 Draft "F-alan presentation
August 30 7 Vertical mixed use, front yard parking _
- restrictions, and mobile food vendors
2008  March 3 46 Land Use and Zoning informationqr;eeting
April 29 44 Future Land Use Map meeting
May 14 83 Final Open House
May-June i Final Survey conducted (164 responses)
* Attendance at the November 19th is an estimate.
30 Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood Plan
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OUTREACH

Notification of the first neighborhood planning meeting
was sent to all property owners and City of Austin utility
account holders in the planning area (about 21,000 peo-
ple). People who signed in at each meeting were put on
an interest list to receive subsequent meeting notifica-
tions either by e-mail or through the U.S. Postal Service.
On the planning area’s website, stakeholders were able
to get information on the process and add their name
and contact information to the interest list. By the end of Sl ol

the process, approximately I,100 people were on this Figure 3-6: Oak Hill
list. stakeholders on
September 30, 2006

Members of the Oak Hill Association of Neighborhoods
(OHAN), Oak Hill Business and Professional Association
(OHBPA), and the Oak Hill Gazette were also on the list. These organizations provided in-
valuable outreach for the planning process.

Staff compiled the main themes from the survey and the strengths, challenges and opportuni-
ties meeting, and presented them to stakeholders at two Vision and Goals meetings held in
January and February 2006. At these two meetings, participants expanded on these themes to
create the Oak Hill vision and goals. These are listed at the beginning of the plan and are also

Figure 3-7: Land Use Discussion Areas

L

1 - Southeast Oak Hill
2 - Northeast Oak Hill
3 - Western Oak Hill
4 - Town Center & Vicinity

Qak Hill Neighborhoed Planning:
Land Use Discussion Areas
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listed and addressed more fully in each chapter. They
were also used by staff to schedule the rest of the
meetings {Figure 3-5), covering watershed and water
quality issues, parks and open space, transportation,
and other issues.

Figure 3-8: Example of a
Community Meeting Flyer

The core of the plan, and the planning process, is set-
ting future land uses and zoning. In order to make
these meetings manageable, Oak Hill was divided into
four areas (Figure 3-7). Area | (Southeast), Area 2
(Northeast), and Area 4 (Town Center) each had one 4320 Hogerey Ouks Bivi. 320 Magierey Oaks Bivd,
land use and zoning meeting. Area 3 (Western Oak '
Hill) had two meetings due to a large attendance at
the first meeting. The second Area 3 meeting was
conducted to ensure all participants were accommo-
dated.

STEERING COMMITTEE AND
PLANNING CONTACT TEAM

In January 2006, staff sent notification to the interest
list seeking volunteers to serve on the Qak Hill Steer-

ing Committee. Thirty nine people volunteered. The
steering committee provided guidance on the content,
structure, and outreach for stakeholder meetings.
They also helped refine input received from larger
meetings on the vision, goals, and recommendations.

In January 2007, staff sent a second notification to the
interest list seeking additional members to join the
steering committee. Thirty more people volunteered.
The steering committee is currently transitioning into
the Oak Hill Neighborhood Planning Contact Team
(OHNPCT).

A neighborhood planning contact team upholds the
vision and goals of their neighborhood plan. The con-  Figure 3-9: Stakeholders on
tact team is the steward of the plan’s recommenda- April 26, 2007

tions and works with implementation planners to en-

sure they are acted upon. Developers and property

owners are encouraged to work with the contact

team so that new construction enhances the

neighborhood and fulfills the goals of the plan. Those

needing plan amendments can, with contact team sup-

port, submit one at any time, rather than wait for the

once-a-year open amendment period. Prior to the
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completion of the plan, OHNPCT members may be asked to provide input into proposed
zoning and land use recommendations in preparation for community meetings.

COORDINATION WITH CITY DEPARTMENTS
AND OUTSIDE AGENCIES

Implementation of many of the plan recommendations fall under the purview of other City of
Austin departments (such as Parks and Recreation, Public Works, etc.) and outside agencies
(such as Capital Metro and TxDOT). Representatives of outside departments and agencies
attended relevant Oak Hill planning meetings to talk directly with stakeholders. These repre-
sentatives also met with NPZD staff to review draft recommendations to ensure they could
be included in each department’s work program. The recommendations in this plan reflect
their input, as well as that of the stakeholders and NPZD staff.

NPZD staff worked very closely with the Watershed Protection and Development Review
Department in making land use and zoning recommendations over the Edwards Aquifer re-
charge and contributing zones.

Figur-lo: Small group discus- , 2 e

. . . Figure 3-11: Capital Metro staff dis-

sion during a t::l;spo LRl cussing U.S. Highway 290 at an Oak
P Hill transportation workshop.
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