
Appendix A- Infrastructure Barrier Categories 
and Rating Criteria

- 23 - 



BARRIER CATEGORIES AND RATING CRITERIA 
OVERVIEW 

The Barrier Categories and Rating Criteria spreadsheet was developed as a tool to collect 
data, categorize barrier types, recommend possible solutions, and rate barriers according 
to seven criteria. The Infrastructure and Facilities sub-committee then prioritized the 
barriers based on the criteria considered to be the most significant in achieving the goals 
of the Street Smarts Task Force.  If a route can be made safer, more direct and connects 
to an easier route, it is likely to have a more immediate positive impact on level of use. 

Assumptions:
� The resulting list, although extensive, is not comprehensive. The InFac sub-

committee recommends additional field assessments in areas not reported on. 
� The spreadsheet is intended to be a working document, to be modified and 

updated as needed. 
� The Worksheet contains 3 sheets 

� Barrier Categories: Detailed matrix on each barrier including route 
information, specific barrier conditions and recommended solutions 

� Rating Criteria: Sheet where each barrier is numerically ranked High (1), 
Medium (2) or Low (3) for each of the following Criteria: 

1. Barrier Danger/Difficulty Level- a measure of safety, based on individual 
member’s perception or anecdotal knowledge of the barrier being 
assessed. (High = most dangerous/hardest) 

2. Distance Required to Avoid Barrier-   a measure of distance, in miles, 
required to detour barrier and reach ultimate destination. (High = far)

3. Proximity to “Green” Route-a measure of distance to “High Ease of Use” 
routes, in mileage. (High = near)

4. Major Attractor Proximity -a measure of distance to Major attractors, such 
as employment, schools, recreation, etc., in mileage. (High = near)

5. Proximity to Mass Transit, Bus, Park & Ride, Rail Plan -a measure of 
distance to current and planned mass transit in mileage. (High =near)

6. Current Level of Route Use -a measure of route utilization. Did not use 
this criterion. Data was not available on all routes.

7. Difficulty of Solution-a general judgment of cost magnitude to implement 
possible recommendations. For example, high difficulty would be bridges 
or separated facilities and low difficulty would include bike lane re-
striping or routine maintenance.

� Recommended Priorities: Sheet where ranked barriers are listed in priority 
sequence based on the following sort hierarchy: 

1. Pre-sort by AREA 
2. Primary Sort - Danger/Difficulty Level -Highest to Lowest 
3. Secondary Sort - Distance required to Avoid Barrier - Highest to 

Lowest
4. Tertiary Sort - Proximity to "Green Route" - Closest to Farthest 

Barrier Categories and Rating Criteria Overview 
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