ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2009-0015 HLC DATE: July 27, 2009
PC DATE: September 22, 2009

APPLICANTS: David and Robin Jackson, owners

HISTORIC NAME: Gardner House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 2418 Jarratt Avenue
ZONING FROM: SF-3 to SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence —
Historic Landmark (SF-3-H) combining district zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed
zoning change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence
— Historic Landmark — (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 5-0 (Rosato
absent).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change
from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic
Landmark — (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 9-0.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL: DATE: October 1, 2009 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 18T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Pemberton Heights Neighborhood
Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

This ca. 1930 house is a good example of a Romantic Tudor Revival-styled cottage
popular in the late 1920s and early 1930s in middle-class neighborhoods, and is
associated with District Judge J. Harris Gardner, who pioneered the juvenile justice
system in Travis County.

Architecture:

One-and-a-half story L-plan brick-veneered Tudor Revival-styled cottage with
single, double, and triple 1:1 fenestration with diamond-paned screens, a “catslide”
roof on the projecting front gable with false half-timbering in the tympanum of the




gable, stone porch piers, and a gabled dormer piercing the front roofs exterior stone
chimney to the right of the principal block.

Historical Associations:

This house is reputed to be the first one built in Pemberton Heights, and reflects
the developers’ desire to create a picturesque residential neighborhood. Other early
houses in Pemberton Heights have similar picturesque and Romantic styles, such
as English cottages and French provincial, and the entire neighborhood was
designed with the principles of the City Beautiful movement in mind, with its
curving streets, exclusively residential districts, and retention of vegetation and
small green areas.

This house was built ca. 1930, although the date cannot be firmly established —
there are no city building or utility permits for this address. The Austin
Development Company, which developed Pemberton Heights after completion of the
bridge across Shoal Creek in 1927, advertised that they had “fancy cottages” costing
between $3,500 and $4,000 range as well as mansions costing $150,000 for sale in
the new development. It appears that this house was a model house for the
subdivision, and reflects a mid-range house. The deed from the Austin
Development Company to J. Harris Gardner, the first owner of the house, indicates
a sales price of $10,500, suggesting the existence of the house on the site at the time
of the sale in January, 1931.

J. Harris Gardner was born in 1892 in Hamilton County, Texas. After receiving his
law degree from the University of Texas and military service during World War I in
France, he returned to Austin to practice law in a firm with former judges Ireland
Graves, Ike D. White, and Charles A. Wilcox, and Q.C. Taylor. He became a
partner in the firm in 1926, and in 1927, he was elected to the Austin School Board,
a position he retained for the next 13 years. He was elected judge in 1941, taking
over the seat of Ralph W. Yarborough, who had won election to the U.S. Senate. He
was Travis County’s first juvenile court judge, and was instrumental in the
establishment of a detention center for juvenile offenders. Judge Gardner was also
instrumental in getting funding appropriated for Travis County’s adult probation
officer. He retired from the bench in 1961 and passed away in 1978. His widow
continued to live in this house until she passed away. The current owners, David
and Robin Jackson, purchased the house from the Gardners’ heirs in 1990.

PARCEL NO.: 01150104050000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 10 and the north 30 feet of Lot 9, Block 6, Pemberton
Heights, Section 1

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $12,850 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,225
(capped).

APPRAISED VALUE: $1,004,482
PRESENT USE: Single-family residence.

CONDITION: Excellent




PRESENT OWNERS:
David E. and Robin Jackson
2418 Jarratt Avenue
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT: ca. 1930
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:
ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Austin Development Company (1930)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.

Gardner House
2418 Jarratt Avenue
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A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING

PROJECT INFORMATION: :“:\ 07_"1 ’LC'L"i

DEPARTMENTAL UBE ONLY

APPLICATION DATE: ALe NumBers:CIU 2,009 - 0015

TENTATIVE HLC DATE;

TENTATIVE PC or ZAP DATE:

TENTATIVE CC DATE: CITY INITIATED: YES/NO
CASE MANAGER: ROLLBACK: YES/NO
APPLICATION ACCEPTED BY:

BASIC PROJECT DATA:

1. OWNER'S NAME:
2. PROJECT NAME:
3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range):

zip 1€703 COUNTY: rawie

IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:

LOCATED FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N. 8 E. W. (CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF
{ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO), WHICH IS

écj(sow
e,

APPROXIMATELY _ DISTANCE FROMITS
INTERSECTION WITH CROSS STREET.
AREA TO BE REZONED:
4. ACRES (OR) 8Q.FT.

5. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:

EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES /8Q. FT. PROPOSED PROPQSED
ZONING USE (IF MORE USE ZONING
THAN 1) \
E-3 ‘2@5'\4 - ‘Qeét jﬁﬂcﬁ ) F-3-H
RELATED CURRENT CASES:
8. ACTIVE ZONING CASE? (YES FiILE NUMBER:
7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES / FILE NUMBER:
8. SUBDIVISION? (YE FILE NUMBER:
9. SITE PLAN? (YE FILE NUMBER:

Revised February 15, 2005 7



PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (SUBDIVISION REFERENCE OR METES AND BOUNDS):

10a. S8UBDIVISION REFERENCE: Neme: 2 bervon Heiqhts fon |
Block(s) __ g Tot(s 1D & 33 Gutiol(s)
Piat Bogk: Page
Number:

10b. METES AND BOUNDS (Attach two copias of cartified field notes if subdivision reference Is not available or
zoning Includes partial lots)

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL L.D.:

11. VOLUME: PAGE: TAX PARCEL I1D.No,_O | - 1S01 - DY o5 - 00op

OTHER PROVISIONS:

12. 13 PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT / OVERLAY ZONE? YES /O
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCD,NP, efc)
13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 7 YEST NO

14.18 A TIA REQUIRED? YES (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOT CHANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY:_
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S):

OWNERSHIP TVPE;

18. ,\_40&. __COMMUNITY PROPERTY __ PARTNERSHIP __CORPORATION ___ TRUST

If ownership is other than sole or community property, list individusis/partnare/principals below or attech separate sheet,

OWNER INFORMATION:
sgrine_[Se T S wwie Davidl < 190bin Taebon
FIRM NAME: TELEPRONE NUMBER: S |2~ 23S~ S S 40
STREET ADDRE

. = ZIPCODE: __ 7870 %
Fast

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

17. AGENT CO INFORMATION/ J
SIGNATURE._ 180 ad/s o AME: Z 4 cider ck
FIRM NAME:_H stov.c. k m_ £ Soontn Y. onTFLEP NENUMBE' |- A9 29
STREET ADQRESS:, iiif———ttrauampeil— i = ) <"1 Harv's KRl

ary:__ s iy ' _ ZIPCODE: _ % 70 3

CONTAGT PERSON: £v e A& r o TELEPHONENUMBER: _ £ 77- 2632
EMAIL ADRESS: VAZ Aane, B, Gragnde apm. ne

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

Revised February 18, 2005 8




D. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITTAL VERICATION

My signature attests o the fact that the, attached application package is complets and accurate to the best of my

knowledge. | understand that proper City staff review of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the information

g‘rfv&'.'ed and that any inaccurate os inadequate information provided by me/my firm/etc., may delay the proper review of
s appilcation.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

oo b #[ze/o09

Signature Date

Day f»b) \Tacééon

Name (Typed or Printed)

Flirm (if applicable)

{ TION A Tl

As owner or authorized agent, my signature authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

b2 N 424 o

Signaturel) Date

bc-w{ﬁ T&r,égow

Name (Typed or Printed)

Firm (if applicable}



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,
Restrictive Covenants
and / or
Zoning Conditional Overlays

£
], bﬁ\h j J aiﬁw nave checked for subdivision plat notes, deed
restrictions,

{Print name of spplicant)

restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses and/or requiring certain
development restrictions i.e. height, access, screening etc. on this property, located at

9\‘(‘? \J—;il“'rd.'f_(' lq_ue.

(Addresa or Legal Descripion)
Rostn, {x 79703

if & conflict should result with the request | am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision plat notes,
deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditionai overlays it will be my responsibliity to resoive
it. 1 aiso acknowledge that i understand the impiications of use and/or deveiopment restrictions that are a
resutt of a subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays.

| understand that if requested, i must provide copies of any and aii subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions,
restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overiay informatior: which may apply to this property.

Bocdl ek 4[26[04

(Appllcanl'(}lgnatun) (Date)




P?I NOQ 1040492
Nelda We Bgear
Trav.g cvunty Tax Asse -Collector

Aus? Texas 78767
51é) 854-9473
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s OUNT NUMBER: 01-1501-0405-0000

PROPERTY OWMER: PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:
JACKSON DAVID B LOT 10 _*& N 30QFT IaOT 9 BLK 6 PEMBE
2418 JARRATT AVE RTON HEIGHTS 8EC

AUBTIN, TX 78703-2431
ACRES 0.000 MINY .00000 TYPE

SITUS INFPORMATION: 2418 JARRATT

.---__——-------_____---_----__---_-----_-__------_---------..-_-...._ P LT L

to certif t after a careful check of tax records of this office, the
ig g S;g;gftgegga en%ofgxei gpenalti aTg intereata are due on the

EHC
YEAR ENTITY TOTAL
2008 AUSTIN ISD *ALL PAID*
CITY OF AUSTIN (TRAV) *ALL PAID*
TRAVIS COUNTY *ALL FAID%
TR}\V:ES COl HEALTHCARE DISTRICT *ALL PAID%
ACC (TRAVIS *ALL, PAID*
TOTAL SBEQUENCE 1] *ALL, PAID*
TOTAL TAX: *ALL PAID*
UNPAID FEES: * NONE *
INTEREST ON g * NONE *
COMMISSION : * NONE *
TOTAL DUE am=> *ALL PAID*
[ !BS PAID FOR YEAR 2008 $15,104.19

TAXES PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING THE YEAR 2008 EXCEPT FOR UNPAID

YEARS LIS D AB
Z?smgbed I R LR G SR R

ert
to 8 ct on 31.08 of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
0 00 %?r all Tax certificates. tf '

- - . e R S N R R R EEEEE R R R — . ——— . — — e EEE S EE .- -

Fee Paid: $10.00




Austin Development Co. 465/75
to

J. Harris Gardner

January 30, 1931

Estate of Claire E. Gardner 11,148/703
to

Dawid E. & Marianne W. Jackson

March 20, 1990

Year Occupant Name Source

1927 None City Directory
1929 Mrs. Maude Jamar City Directory
1930-78 J.H. Gardner City Directory
1979-89 Mrs. J. Harris Gardner City Directory

1990-present David Jackson City Directory



Judge J. Harris Gardner was a native of Hamilton county, born in 1892. He
received his law degree from the University of Texas in 1921, and also studied at
the Law School of the University of Paris in France. He had served in France
for two years during World War I, some of that time in the legal department of

the army.

In 1920, Gardner married his young war bride, Claire Emillienne Porche, a
French woman whom he had met in Paris during the war. When she arrived in
New York, she was not allowed off the ship because of her French citizenship.
“I finally remembered that I had a letter from Governor W. P. Hobby, who was
then governor of Texas,” said the judge. “I just took out that envelope with that
great big gold Texas seal on it and she was off the boat in minutes. I've never

seen red tape cut so quickly,” he laughed.

In 1926, Gardner became a partner in the law firm White, Wilcox, Taylor and

Gardner. A year later, he was elected to the Austin School Board and served for

13 years.



In 1930, the Gardners moved to their home at 2418 Jarratt Avenue. The
population of Austin was 25,000, with only 3,000 at the University. Their home
was the first model home in Austin, and according to their children, it was the

first home built in the new Pemberton Heights subdivision.

Gardner was elected judge of the 53rd State District Court in 1941, replacing
Judge Ralph W. Yarborough who became a U.S. Senator. In 1943, Gardner
assumed a dual role as the county's first juvenile court judge. He convinced the
city of the “desperate” need for a new juvenile detention center and became
known as an expert in the field of juvenile delinquency. Gardner House, now

named Gardner Betts Juvenile Justice Center, is named in the judge’s honor.

During the 1950s, lawmakers in Texas established one of the nation’s most
modern adult probation systems, but without “one thin dime” appropriated for
officers to supervise the probationers, according to Judge Gardner. The judge
worked with the county’s other two district judges to get funding for the new

position of Adult Probation Officer.



Judge Gardner, who frequently made speeches from the bench, ran his
courtroom as he saw fit. In early 1957, Gardner surprised the court when he

suddenly banned smoking of cigarettes, cigars and pipes from his courtroom.

“An array of lawyers looked stunned as the ruling was announced.

Recovering quickly, ccgarette smokers began making frequent trips to
corridors outside Gardners court. The problem was more complex for

the cigar and pipe crowd.”

Judge Gardner retired in 1961, 20 years to the day since he became judge of the
63rd Judicial District of Texas. After he retired, Judge Gardner was invited by
President Eisenhower to participate in the White House Conference on Children

and Youth. Judge Gardner died December 17, 1978.

Mrs. Gardner continued to live in their house on Jarratt Avenue until her death.
Her children sold it to the current owners in 1990. Claire Avenue in Pemberton

Heights is named in her honor.



The house at 2418 Jarratt Avenue is owned by David and Robin Jackson.
The house was purchased in 1990 by David and his first wife, Marianne
Wilkerson Jackson, from the children of Judge J. Harris Gardner, the original

owner. Marianne lived in the house until her death in 1996.

David and Robin were married in 1998, and have four children, Meg and

Philip (whom Robin adopted in 2002), and twins, Ben and Becker.

David grew up in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and graduated from the University of
the South, Sewanee, Tennessee in 1978 with a B.A. in History. He received a
law degree from the University of Tulsa in 1981, and moved to Austin the same
year. David worked as an in-house attorney for an oil company for a short
period of time, and has been in the private practice of law in Austin since 1982.
He was with the law firm of McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore from 1982 unil
1995, and began his own law firm in 1995. He is currently a partner in the law

firm of Jackson, Sjoberg, McCarthy & Wilson LLP.

Robin is a native of Fort Worth, Texas, and graduated from the University

of Texas at Austin in 1981 with a B.S. in Natural Sciences (Interior Design).

Since 1981, she has worked in Austin as a2 commercial interior designer and
facility manager. Until the birth of her twins, she was the owner and manager of

Carter FM, a facility management and design company.
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Makes First Race For Office

J. HARRIS GARDNER

'I'lm candidacy of J. Harris Gardner,

prominent Austin lawyer and civic
leader, for the office of Distriet Judge
of Travis County, is drawing the
warm support of many citizens in
every section of Austin and the entire
county. This ia the place now held by
Judge Ralph W, Yarborough, who is
not a candidate for re-election.

Altho no one seems to show the usual
interest now in political campaigns,
the country needs more than ever
public officers with proven abliity
and training, undoubted loyalty to
American principles, and unselfish
service to the community in times of
peace aa well ag in war. Many have
announged that they believe Mr.
Gardner possesses all these qualities.

He has been trained for judicial posi-
tlon by study in the Law School of
the University of Texas, of which he
is a graduate, and also by special
study in the Law School of the Uni-
vergity of Paris, in France. To this
broad background of scholarship hes
been added nearly twenty years ex-
remnce in the general practice of
aw in the trial courts of Travis
County, and in the Supreme Court of
Texas, and he has at times gerved as
Special Judge in the County Court
and the Distriet Court.

Two of his first law partners, Judge
Ireland Graves and Judge Charles A.
Wilcox, served for many years as
Distzict Judges in Travis County.

Mr. Gardner is a member of the
Travis County Bar Association, the
Texas State Bar Association, the
American Bar Association, and is iden-
tified with the movement to liberalize
and simplifgothe ruleg of procedure in
the Texas Courts in order to improve
the administration of justice in the
courts,

He ias a past president of the Travis
County Bar Associstion, has many
warm friends and supporters among
the lawyers of Austin, and has won
the respect and confidence of the
judges before whom he has appeared.

Born on & farm in a neighboring
county, the oldest in a family of eight
children, Mr. Gardner kmows the
problems of those who struggle
against difficulties. He made many
friends in the University neighbor-
hood where he washed dishes and de-
livered papers while studying in the
Law School. His attitude toward the
service of the public is demonstrated
by his record of thirteen years con-
tinuous eervice as a member of the
Austin School Board, where he de-
voted hundreds of hours to the public
schools without pay.

Mr. Gardner is & veteran of the World
War, having served nearly two years
in France with the A. E, F. ., . part
of the time in the Judge Advocate
General’'s Department, the legal de-
partment of the Army. He is a mem-
ber of the American Legion and the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and has
supported the patriotic peace time ef-
forts of hia former comrades in arms.

He is also past president of the Austin
Exchange Club, and has been a leader
and worker in many civic programs
in this community.

Mr. Gardner states that he has
never asked for public office and is
now submitting his name before the
volers in response to the request of
hundreds of his friends, and in an
cffort to render a public service for
which he has had special training. He
welcomes the interest, support and
help of every voter of Austin and
irravis County.
{Political Adv.)
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J. Barris Gardner

CAND{DATE PFOR

DISTRICT JUDGE

s8rd JUDICIAL DISTRICY
TRAVIS

COUNTY

J. HARRIS GARDNER, well known
Austin attorney, has ennoanced his
candidacy for the office of Jud&:
of the 53rd Distriet Court of Tra
County, the piace now held by Judge
Relph W. Yerhrough, who will not
patk re-election.

Gardner has llved in Austin for the
past Lwenty-six yesss, and besn an-
gaged In the ganeral prectice of law

. here for ninetzen years in the trisl
courts, the Court of Clvil Appeals
and the Supreme Court of Texns. He
wes President of the Travis County
Bar Assoclstion in 1931, sud hae at
times served &y Specinl Judge in the
County and Dlstrict Courts.

He was born in Hamilton County
in 1802, and et un early ape moved
with his parents to Colovedn, Texas,
where ha grew up. He came ta t
University of Texas in 1914 to study
jaw, but withdrew In 1817 to enter
the Unlted States Army, with which
he served two years in France during
the World War. Before returning
homs, he stodied lew in the Law
School of the Unlversity of Peris. Ha
than came back to the University of
Texas, Whare he received his law
degree In 1821, and became assoeiated
with the law firm of White, Wileox
& Graves, then compoped of Judge Tke
N. White. Judge Cherles A. Wileox,
Juitgs ireland Graves and Q. C. Toy-
lor. After the withdrowsl of Judce
Graves from the flrm to become the
law partner of Charles L. Black, the
firm become known sz Whits, Wilcox,
Taylor & Gardner nntil tha desth of
Jodge Wilcox in 1931  Sinee that
time the firm name has been Whits,
Taylor & Gerdner.
During his residence In Austin,
Gavdnar has talien an ective Interest
in the problems of juvenile da-
linquency, and has been clotely iden-
tfled with Boy Scout work and other
elvic activities of Austin and
County. While & student In the Unl
versity, he orgacized Troop Three of
the Austin Boy Scouts end served
saveral years aa Ita Scootmaster. Ho
is ® chartar member of the Austin
Civie unit of the National Exchange
Club. Was secretary and lexa] mem-
ber of the Austin Counsil of the
N.RA. Hae served ar 8 member of
the Travis County Veluntsry Parcle
Board s'nee {ts oreanizatlon by Gov.
ermor Allred In 1936,
1n 1927 ha became a member of tha
Board of Trustees of the Austin Pub-
lle Schools and held this poaition for
thirteen pears, sarving s3 Chairman
of the Committee on Teachers. He
from the Bosrd

last Feb-
raary In order to begin his campaign
for the office of District Judge-

cl.l'.'l' .7""IIJ’:’9,"°
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Mys. Harris Gardner Formerly of Paris, France
With Her Sons Jimmy and Tommy

+=Chr lstinnsos-Loberman.

TWENTY years ago, Mre. Gardner, nee Claire Porche, was a

shy little French war bride. She came over alone on a boat
from France to New York to marry the young soidier from Austin
whom she had met in Nevers, France, in 1918, and who had con-
vinced her that the best thing In ali the world was to be an Ameri-
can cltzen.

They were married in New York City June, 1920, and shortiy efter
came to Austin where thoy have lived ever since. When they first
met, Mr, Gardner could speak a little French, and ahe could speak
a llttle English—ao they managed—without too much difficulty
to understand each other,

Today, In their home they speak French much of the time for the
benefit of their three most interesting children, Jacqueline,
elghteen, not pictured here, as she was out of town, Jimmy, thirteen,
and Tommy, eleven.

This fall Jacqueline will be & second year student at the Unlversity.
She Is majoring In art, and {s s popular member of Alpha Phi
sorority. Jimmy and Tommy are going to Junlor High summer
school—and deveting all spare time to the bullding of airplanes—
one of which is a “gas model” five feet long.

Mr. Gardner ia one of Auetin's busy lawyers and civic workers,
whiie Mrs. Gardner is first of all an efficient housewife and mother.
Her hobbles are reading and gardening—the iast proven by the
lovely yard at their home ln Pemberton Heighta.

The Gardners are all good swimmets and In warm weather pay
frequent visits to Westenfleld Pool. They enjoy doing things
together.

Since coming to America, Mrs, Gardner has not returned to France,
but she still has for it a deep love and joyalty. She was co-hostess
a week or two ago with Mrs. Evgene Tips, Mrs, J. J. McDonaid and
Mrg. Peter Alidi for a successful tea given for the benefit of French
war sufferers, at the home of Mra. Eugena Tips.
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JUDGE J. HARRIS GARDNER . . . in Travis County

Iﬁ Travis Comty... '

.In 20 years as a district judge, :mgm has heen one
ol Travis County's most consistent -

The dally business of his 53rd Dijrict Court, from divorces im-
l;’oﬂam Waﬁo tiwo people to state vital to thousands, kept

im con y in the public view,

Yet his chiet fame has come frop what he himsell has referred
10 as a side issue. It was through 1is work with juvenile law, in
strengthening the county's juvenlle program, that Gardner earned
his reputation as & statewide autheity on youth problems.

Corubining compassion, patience and a determination to “do
somaething sbout it,” Cudmp:in his secondaty role as judge of the

county’s Juvenile Court helped chaage the attitude of the law to-
ward juvenile offenders, and the atiitude of delinquent youth to-
ward society.

On New Year's Day—20 years to the day since he became judge
of the 53rd Judicial District of Texas—J. Harris Gardner will refire.

His colleagues, liowever, know that his service to Texas youth is
fur from an eond.

I
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A NEW VIEW-), Harris Gardner re-
turned to the courtroom Monday in
quite a different role from the one to
which he wag so long accustomed.
Gardner retired last year after many

Amecican-Btatesran /U
years as judge of the §3rd District Court.
Before his judgeship, he was a trisl at-
torney. Monday he sat as a juror in a
civil suit in County Court-at-Law,

)
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Austin, Texas, Thursday, April 11, 1957

" Distriet Judge J. Harrls Gardner ges-
tures during a public hearing at City
Hall Wednesday as he tolls of Travis
County's "desparate” need for a new
juvenile detention home. Gardner re-
ferred to the city-operated TB Sanae
torium es a “lexury” last week when
he called on the County Commissioners
Court to go before the City Council

AWt Ampraan-Usited Prase
for a decision om its plans for the sana-
torium. The judge said he found the
commistioners "still waiting® for the
isnatorium to be sbandoned by the
city, but that when he asked If the
tommissioners court had ever re-
quested & council answer, it furned
out that “they hadnt.™
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Sunday, March 27, 1960

1

"ANNIVERSARY IN WASHINGTON —

' by his wife, left Friday for Washington,
D. C.. where he has been invited by
President Eisenhower to participate in
the White House Conference on Child-
ren and Youth to be held Sunday
through Saturday, April 2. Judge of
the 53rd District Court for nearly 20
yeals, and of the Juvenile Court of

Judge J. Harris Gardiher, accompanied -

R
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Auslin Amencan-UPL
Travis County for the past [0 years,

Judge Gardfner is now retired. A
French war bride of World War I, Mrs.
Gardiner and the Judge will observe
the 40th anniversary of her arrival
from France while they are in Wash-
ington. They also plan to visit friends
while there, including the families of
Senator Ralph Yarborough and Con-
gressman Homer Thornberry.
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Monday, December 18, 1978

J. Harris Gardner,
86, 1st judge for
juvenile cfm'lrt, dies

Judge J. Harris Gardner — a jurist who pion:
eered juvenile delinquency rehabilitation efforts
in Travis County — died here Sunday.

The 86-year-old Gardner, a ran of World
War 1 and a long-time Austlnv#yer, was the
county's first juvenile court judge. " : .

Gardner mse, the eounty’s juvenile detention
facility at 8. Congress Ave., is named in the
Tt ook il

judge's honor. £ AedrTe g

Services for Gardner will be at 1:30 p.m. Tues-
day at the Episcqpal Church of the Good Shep-
herd. Burial will be in Austin Memorial Park.

""A native of Hamilton County, Gardner received

his law degreq from the University of Texas in
. 1921. He had served in France for fwo years dur-

ing World War I, gt iJeb- ou % .

In 1926, Gardner became agsociated with the

law firm of White, Wilcox, Taylor and Gardner. A
ear later, he was elected to the Austin school
of trustees, and remained on the board until
l“o- : .-:.I T 3I-.. " .“-".,'.‘.I...'.'.II : P

Gardner was elected judge of the 53rd State Dis-
“ trict Court here Jan. 1, 1941, replacing former U.8,
Sen. Ralph Yarborough, who had not sought re-

election, -~ ¢ a0 :

He served 20 years on the bench. In 1943, he as-
sumed a dual role as the county’s first juvenile
courtjudge. ' .l 0ol
- He was a prime mover in the development of a
center for juvenile offenders, becoming known as
an expert in the field ot‘ juvenile delinquency.

Survivors include bis wife, Claire; two sons, Dr.
James H. Gardner of Leander and Thomas R.
Gardner of Austin; a daughter, Mrs, Dan Darby of
El Paso; 13 grandchildren; two great-grandchil-
dren; two brothers, W. Beverly Gardner of Austin
and John Gardner of Glen Rose; and a sister, Ber-
nice Gardner of Fort Worth.,

Contributions may be made to the Gardne
House. '

Austin American-Statesman
December 18, 1978
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