ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2009-0040 HLC DATE: November 9, 2009
PC DATE: November 10, 2009

APPLICANTS: Alex and Virginia Hill, owners

HISTORIC NAME: Benson House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1604 Pease Road

ZONING FROM: SF-3 to SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence — Historic
Landmark (SF-3-H) combining district zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed

zoning change from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence — Historic
Landmark (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 6-0 (Myers absent).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change
from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence — Historic Landmark (SF-3-
H) combining district zoning. Vote: 8-0.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house 1s beyond the bounds of the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: December 10, 2009 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Old West Austin Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The house is an excellent example of Colonial Revival residential architecture and
i1s associated with Madison Benson, a pioneer automobile dealer in Austin, as well
as the family of Godfrey Flury, who was responsible for the painted interior of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Praha, then established an outdoor advertising business
in Austin, which designed the city’s annual Christmas decorations.

Architecture:

One-and-a-half story rectangular-plan side-gabled frame Colonial Revival-styled
frame house with a monumental full-height full-width independent porch with plain
square posts, paired at the corners. Fenestration consists of 9:9 Colonial Revival
styled windows, with a set of triple windows flanking the central entry; the front



entry has a Colonial Revival-styled surround consisting of a broken pediment,
fluted pilasters, and a 5-light rectangular transom. A two-story screened porch
addition has been made to the rear of the house in the same line as the existing
roofline.

Historical Associations:

The house was built in 1924 for Madison and Mabel Benson. Madison Benson, a
native of Georgia, first appears in Austin in the 1900 U.S. Census as a student
boarding in the home of physician Richard Graves on Whitis Avenue. He is not
listed in the 1900-01 or 1903-04 Austin city directories, but his father, Blackwood,
and his brother, Walter S. are listed in the 1900-01 directory as residing at 401 W.
6th Street, where both were working for D.C. Heath, a schoolbook publisher out of
Boston. Blackwood Benson first appears in the 1895-96 Austin city directory as a
school book agent living at 1506 Congress Avenue; Walter S. Benson is listed as a
clerk for his father. The 1897-98 city directory shows Blackwood with the same job
and living at the same address, but Walter S. Benson was working as a clerk with
no place of employment listed, and boarding at the home of Charles E. Anderson, a
real estate agent, living at 401 W. 6th Street, where Blackwood also later resided.
Charles E. Anderson, Jr., the son of the Bensons’ landlord at 401 W. 6th Street, later
became a partner of Walter S. Benson, when the two opened Anderson & Benson,
an automobile and accessories business, at 119 E. 5th Street, in 1910. This business
and location later became the Benson Motor Company, Austin’s Studebaker dealer,
run by Walter and Madison Benson. Walter Benson eventually left the automobile
business; by 1931, he had opened Walter S. Benson and Company, a schoolbook
publishing and distributing business, at 205-07 W. 7th Street, leaving Madison in
charge of the family’s automobile business.

Madison Benson first appears in Austin city directories in 1905, when he is listed as
a quizmaster at the University of Texas, and boarded at 310 W 15th Street. He
father and brother were representatives of D.C. Heath Company. The 1906-07 city
directory shows Madison Benson as a lawyer with an office at 612 Congress Avenue;
he was in a firm with Wilbur P. Allen, and lived at 205 W, 7th Street. Madison 1s
listed as an attorney until 1912, although he is listed as a solo practitioner at the
612 Congress office. The 1909-10 city directory shows Madison as an attorney aand
notary, but also as the secretary-treasurer of the Fontaine Bickler Book Company;
Walter S. Benson was the president of the company. Blackwood was the Southwest
agent for D.C. Heath and Company; the family lived at 202 W. 7th Street. Charles
E. Anderson Jr. is listed as living with the Bensons in the 1909-10 directory. By
1910, Walter S. Benson had started Anderson & Benson, an auto dealership, with
Charles E. Anderson, Jr.; he was also still the local manager of the D.C. Heath
offices. By 1912, Madison had joined his brother and Charles Anderson in the
automobile business; Walter maintained his ties to the schoolbook business, and the
boys lived with their father in Fairview Park. The dealership sold Studebakers in
1912, then added Cadillacs in 1914, but soon reverted back to only Studebakers.

The firm of Anderson & Benson remained in business until around 1919 as Austin’s
Studebaker dealership. The 1920 city directory shows Madison and Walter Benson
as the sole proprietors of the new Benson Motor Company, in the old Anderson &
Benson space at 111-15 E. 5tk Street. Their brother, John B. Benson, was added to
the business by 1922; this arrangement lasted until around 1930, when Madison is



the only brother in the automobile business. Little is known of his wife, Mabel —
they were married by 1918, and she outlived him when he passed away in
Louisiana in 1944, when he was working for the Car Production Unit. They left
Austin 1n 1942, and sold the house to a Mrs. Mathis, a widow, who then sold the
house in 1945 to Mrs. Alvine Flury, the widow of noted interior painter Godfrey
Flury.

Godfrey Flury was a native of Switzerland, who first came to New York, then to San
Antonio in 1889. He painted the spectacular interior of St. Mary’s Catholic Church
in Praha, perhaps the most famous of the painted churches of Southeast Texas.
Flury is listed in the 1900 U.S. Census as living in Lavaca County, home to several
of the painted churches; he was listed as an artist and painter there. By the time of
the 1910 U.S. Census report, he was living in San Antonio, working as a sign
painter. Around that same time, he moved to Austin, and went into landscape and
sign painting. His first wife, Agnes, had passed away; by the time he was in Austin,
he was married to Alvine. Flury’s artistry impressed civic authorities in Austin;
when he volunteered to decorate floats for a parade, he became the chair of the
city’s decoration committee for all civic parade floats and Christmas street
decorations. He died in 1936, while living at 107 E. 2rd Street; his widow, Alvine,
purchased this house in 1945, then sold it to her daughter Dorothy, a teacher at
Austin High School, in 1966. Alvine and Dorothy Flury went to live on Joan of Arc
Court; Alvine passed away in 1968. Dorothy Flury sold the house in 1967 to Jay J.
and Karen O'Neal. Jay O'Neal was a management consultant with Walter Jenkins
in the Brown Building; they went into the television cable business by the early
1970s. The O’Neals sold the house in 1975 to the current owners, Alex and Virginia
Hill. Dr. Alex Hill is a psychiatrist.

PARCEL NO.: 01120203060000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 49, Enfield C

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $5,359 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,303.
APPRAISED VALUE: $456,749

PRESENT USE: Single-family residence.

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS:
Alex and Virginia Hill
1604 Pease Road
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT: ca. 1924

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: A two-story screen porch and deck was added in
1993. The house now has a metal roof.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Madison and Mabel Benson (1924)




OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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1604 Pease Road
Ica.1924

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1604 Pease Road

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
October, 2009

1992 Alex S. and Virginia Hill, owners
Psychiatrist, 1206 Nueces Street

1987 Alex S. and Virginia Hill, owners
Psychiatrist, 1206 Nueces Street

1981 Alex S. and Virginia Hill, owners
Psychiatrist, 1206 Nueces Street

1976 Alex S. and Virginia Hill, owners
Psychiatrist, 1304 San Antonio Street
NOTE: The directory indicates that Alex and Virginia Hill were new residents at
this address.

1972 Jay J. and Karen O’Neal, owners
Vice-president, Commco (Walter Jenkins, president), TV-cable, 804 Brown
Building

1969 Jay J. and Karen A. O’Neal, owners

Associate, Walter Jenkins, management consultant, 708 Brown Building

1965 Alvine Flury, owner
Widow, Godfrey Flury
No occupation listed



1961

1967

1953

1949

1947

1944-45

1942

1940

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

Alvine Flury, owner
Widow, Godfrey Flury
No occupation listed

Alvine Flury, owner

Widow, Godfrey Flury

No occupation listed

Also listed is Dorothy Flury, a public school teacher.

Alvine Flury, owner

Widow, Godfrey Flury

No occupation listed

Also listed is Dorothy Flury, a teacher at Austin High School.

Alvine Flury, owner
No occupation listed

Alvine Flury, owner
No occupation listed

Mrs. S. Fay Mathis, owner
No occupation listed

Madison H. and Mabel W. Benson, owners
President, Benson-Lancaster Motor Company (Owen E. Lancaster, vice-
president), 111-15 E. 5 Street.

Madison H. and Mabel W. Benson, owners
Proprietor, Benson Motor Company, distributors of Studebaker automobiles and
trucks, 111-15 E. 5" Street.

Madison H. and Mabel W. Benson, owners

Proprietor, Benson Motor Company, distributors of Studebaker automobiles and
trucks, 111-15 E. 5" Street.

NOTE: The house is listed as 1318 Pease Road.

Madison H. and Mabel W. Benson, owners

Proprietor, Benson Motor Company, distributors of Studebaker automobiles and
trucks, 111-15 E. 5" Street.

NOTE: The house is listed as 1318 Pease Road.

Madison H. and Mabel W. Benson, owners

Proprietor, Benson Motor Company, distributors of Studebaker automobiles and
trucks, 111-15 E. 5" Street.

NOTE: The house is listed as 1318 Pease Road.

Madison H. and Mabel W. Benson, owners

Proprietor, Benson Motor Company, distributors of Studebaker automobiles and
trucks, 111-15 E. 5" Street.

NOTE: The house is listed as 1318 Pease Road.

Madison H. and Mabel W. Benson, owners

Proprietor, Benson Motor Company, distributors of Studebaker and Erskine
automobiles and trucks, 111-15 E. 5" Street.

NOTE: The house is listed as 1318 Pease Road.



1927 Madison H. and Mabel W. Benson, owners
Proprietor, Benson Motor Company, distributors of Studebaker automobiles and
trucks, 111-15 E. 5" Street.
NOTE: The house is listed as 59 Pease Road.

1924 Pease Road is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Madison and Mabel Benson are listed as living at 204 Park Lane in
Lakewood. He was the proprietor of Benson Motor Company, selling
Studebakers at 111-15 E. 5" Street.

) [

Mra. G. Flury ié04 Feage Road
146 48
Enfield C
Repalr residenoce
27468 = 8/8/45 £300.00
Geo. D. Smith

#144404 B8-6-74 Jay 0'Neal Frm. Addn. o Exit. Res.
Ernest Parker Constr. 293 Sq.Ft., Playroom &
Storage

«

Building permit to Alvine Flury to repair the residence (1945), and to Jr;)'/ O’Neal to construct an
addition (1974)

NOTES:

Madison and Mabel Benson appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as living on Pease Road, but the
house does not have an address. Madison Benson was then 53; Mabel was then 45. They had
a 15-year old daughter, and an 18-year old servant. They owned their house, which was worth
$11,500. Madison Benson had been born in Georgia; Mabel Benson had been born in Texas.
Their daughter, Laura, had been born in Texas. Madison Benson was listed as the proprietor of
an automobile dealership.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Madison and Mabel Benson in a rented house on what is
probably Park Lane in Travis Heights. With them lived his father, Blackwood R. Benson, who
was then 74 and had been born in South Carolina. Madisen is listed as an automobile
salesman. Their daughter is not listed in the census report.

The 1900 U.S. Census shows Madison Benson as a 22-year old boarder in the home of Richard
Graves, a physician, at 2405 Whitis Avenue. Benson was listed as being at school.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Godfrey and Alvine Flury living in a rented house on W. 24"
Street in Austin. Godfrey Flury is listed as being 65 and a native of Switzerland. Alvine Flury is
listed as being 43 and a native of New York, born to German-born parents. Their two children,
Dorothy, 16, and Alvin, 9, were both born in Texas. None of the family members had an
occupation listed in the census report. The 1920 U.S. Census shows Godfrey and Alvine Flury
living in a rented house at 107 E. 2™ Street. He is listed as a painter with an outdoor advertising
business. The 1910 U.S. Census shows Godfrey Flury living with his first wife, Agnes, in San
Antonio, with their three children. Flury is listed as a sign painter. According to the 1900 U.S.
Census, Godfrey and Agnes Flury were living in Lavaca County, Texas, where he is listed as a
painter and artist. Godfrey Flury died in Austin in 1936.
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A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING o
PROJECT INFORMATION:
DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY
APPLICATION DATE: 1 lwa FiLE NumBeresy (1Y H - 2009 -0040
TENTATIVE HLC DATE. t
TENTATIVE PC or ZAP DATE
TENTATIVE CC DATE: CITY INITIATED: YES /
CASE mmssn:%“l..ga o )3 4n ROLLBACK:  YESINO
APPLICATION ACCEPTED BY iy~ o 2
Pefr—
BASIC PROJECT DATA:

y—

1.OWNER'S NAME._____ |

2. PROJECT NAME:

3. PROJECT STRE DRESS { ge):
zZip “7}'2" 163 COUNTY: ravis

IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:
LOCATED FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N. §_E W, (CIRCLE ONE} SIDE OF
(ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO), WHICH IS

APPROXIMATELY DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH CROSS STREET.
AREA TO BE REZONED:

4, ACRES - ';]Q' ! ' {OR) 8QFT.___

6. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:

EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES/SQ. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
ZONING USE {IF MORE USE ZONING

SE-3  ogiduce MY Recdonee sr-3 1

RELATED CURRENT CABES:

6. ACTIVE ZONING CASE? {YES FILE NUMBER:
7. REBTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES FILE NUMBER:
8. SUBDIVISION? {YES FILE NUMBER:
$. SITE PLAN? (YES FILE NUMBER:

G B HAY Tondil Unbowne

Revised February 15, 2005
AN o




PROPERTY DESCRIPTION {SUBDIVISION REFERENCE OR METES AND BOUNDS):

10a. SUBDIVISION REFERENCE; Name: &= nH’g{j a.
Block(s) Lot(s ) G4 Outlot(s)
Plat Book: : Page
Number:

10b. METES AND BOUNDS {Attach two copies of certified flald notas if subdivision reference is not avallable or
zoning Includes partial lots)

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL 1.D.:

1. VOLUME: PAGE; TAXPARCELID.NO. D {| 2020 306 0onn

OTHER PROVISIONS:
12.18 PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT / OVERLAY ZONE? YES KNO /
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY 20NE (NCCD,NP, stc) —m

13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NATONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? (YES/NO

14.18 A TIA REQUIRED? YES (NO/ (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING iS NOT CHANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY:
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S):

OWNERSHIP TYPE:

18. |/ SOLE __COMMUNITY PROPERTY __PARTNERSHIP __CORPORATION TRUST
If ownership is other than sole or community property, list individuala/partners/principals below or aftach separate sheet.

OWNER INFORMATION:

18. OWNER CONTACT INFORMATION /- \ e
SIGNATURE: NAME: I
5 TELEPHONE-NUMBER

{
£ L]
FIRM NAME: : =140 32
703

STREET ADD 3
CITY: . STATE: ZIP CODE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

AGENT INFORMATION ({F APPLICABLE):

17. AGENT CONTALT ANFORM . S ] .

SIGNATURE: I 2.4 0 20’ 4 AME: _ D Zhnn a

FIRMNAME +, < for .o, Lescanct * Kepreseonfa oo TELEPHONE NUMBER: - B
gh2 M y /

STREET RESS:__ofE N Ha / : —
CITY: ATE: o L ZIPCODE: 7€ 70 3
CONTALT PERSON: ZAnne &N X TELEPHONE NUMBER: _4 777~ 2

EMAIL ADRESS: __ SjAZGwnmnes @ ¢ inde ¢ ona.ne:

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

Revised February 15, 2005 8



D. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

8 IC.

My signature attests to the fact that the attached application package is compiete and accurate to the best of my
knowledge. | understand that proper City staff review of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the Information
provided and that any inaccurate or inadequate information provided by me/my firm/etc., may delay the proper review of

this application.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
1 TE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

' ¥ D7

Si re _ Date

Flrm {if applicable)

INSPECTION AUTHO

As owner or authorized agent, my signature authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

Z e S, N/ ‘i{//‘i/gz
B (i

Name {Fyped or Printed)

Firm (If applicable)

Revised February 15, 2005



TAX CERTIFICATE NO 1042008
Ne Wells ars
Travis COungy Tax AsgeBsor-Col.actor

Q. Box 8
Aus?in Texas 78767
51%) "854-9473

N e B e e e e R S B R T o A R iy iy S o Y e R T e e R e E S e e e e R e R e e W e e A e W

A COUNT NUMBER: 01-1202-0306-0000

PROPERTY OWNER: PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:
HILL ALEX STEPHENS III LOT 49 ENFIELD C
1206 NUECES ST
AUSTIN, TX 78701-1720
ACRES 0.000 MINY .00000 TYPE
SITUS INFORMATION: 1604 PEASE RD

This L;'EB'F.;EEEg'i:};&'&%éé?é'éi&éfﬁi'Eﬁééi'éf'ié&'EQESEE:;'SE'EEEE“Ségiééj “the
followang taxes, ellnggent taxes, penaltiis a?d nterests are due on the
described property of the following tax unit(s):

YEAR ENTITY TOTAL
2008 AUSTIN ISD *ALL PAID%
CITY OF AUSTIN {TRAV) i PAID*
TRAVIS COUNTY *ALL PAID*
TRAVIS CO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT *ALL PAID*
ACC (TRAVIS *ALL PAID¥
TOTAL SEQUENCE 0 *ALL PAID*
F 3 T il PATD*
UNPAID S : * NONE *
INTEREST ON FEES: * NONE *
COMMISSION: * NONE *
TOTAL DUE ==> *ALL PAID*

[ XES PAID FOR YRAR 2008 $5,940.94

ALL TAXES PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING THE YEAR 2008 EXCEPT FOR UNPAID
The gbgnggg i rty may be subject to special valuaticn based on its
gge,eggd %ggggggn 1 gof?ﬁac% tazea may become dgg. ?%ect on 23.55, State
Purbuant to Section 31.08 of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
$10.00 for all Tax Certificates.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF 03/21/2009

gelda Wells Spears

Fee Paid: $510.00 Assessor-Collector

By:

DIAZJ printed on 09/21/2009 @ 15:14:10:47 Page# 1



Deed Chronology
1604 Pease

Transaction Volume/Page

Date

Niles Graham and Cruseman 371/578
to
M.H. Benson

October 29, 1924

M.H. & Mabel Benson 708/44
to
Sue Ellen Lay Mathis

October 5, 1942

Sue Ellen Lay Mathis
to
Mrs. Alvine Flury

July 20, 1946

Alvine Flury 3223/405
to
Dorothy Flury

September 23, 1966

Dorothy Flury
to

Jay J. & Karen O'Neal?

1966 or 677

Jay J. & Karen O'Neal 52564/1801
to
Alex & Virginia Hill

August 27, 1975




Chronological Listing of Owners/Occupants
1604 Pease (previously 1318 Pease)

Year Occupant Name Source
1925-42 M.H. Benson City Directory
1944.45 Mrs. S. Lay Mathis City Directory
1947-65 Mrs. Alvine Flury City Directory
1967-75 Jay J. O'Neal City Directory
1976-present Alex & Virginia Hill City Directory




Madison H. Benson was a well known businessman in Austin for many years. Known
affectionately to his friends as “Mart”, Benson was one of the pioneer automobile dealers in
Austin. He was president of the Benson Motor Company which later became Benson-
Lancaster Motor Company. The company was located at 111-115 E 5th Street and was the

Studebaker distributor.

Benson retired as a automobile dealer shortly after the war started, and the building on East

5th Street became occupied by the USO club.

He was active in the Austin Rotary Club and at one point served as their president. Benson

was married to Mabel Benson until his death in 1944,



Biosranhy of Mrs. Alvine Fl

Mrs. Flury was the widow of artist Godfrey Flury. Mr. Flury came to America in 1881 from
his native Switzerland. By 1889, he was in San Antonio as an established designer and artist.

Mr. Flury decorated the ceilings of many private homes and churches, and later went into

landscape and sign painting.

Biography of Jay .J. O'Neal

Jay O’'Neal was vice-president and later president of COMMCO Cable Commuications in
Austin during the early 1970s, and was instrumental in bringing cable T.V. to Austin. He and
his wife, Karen, lived at 1604 Pease for 9 years. During his college years at the University of

Oklahoma, Jay was the quarterback under Bud Wilkinson for the Sooners, and took them to

a National Championship.

Virginia was an art student at the University of Texas and became a very talented artist.

Alex was the first Jungian psychoanalyst in Austin and the second psychoanalyst. Virginia

and Alex have lived at 1604 Pease since returning to Austin in 1975,
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Photograph of the Benson Motor Company, 111-15 E. 5" Street (ca. 1933)




Godfrsy's artistic work, painted in 1895, in Praba church,



