ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0002 HLC DATE: February 22, 2010
PC DATE: April 13, 2010

APPLICANTS: Gerald Torres and Frances Nash, owners

HISTORIC NAME: Culberson House

WATERSHED: Johnson Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 2504 Bridle Path
ZONING FROM: SF-3 to SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence —
Historic Landmark (SF-3-H) combining district zoning.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:

The Culberson House qualifies for landmark designation under the criteria for
architectural significance and historical associations. The house is an excellent
example of Southern Colonial Revival styling with its symmetrical fagcade and full-
height monumental portico and is associated with Olin Culberson, a long-time
Texas Ratlroad Commissioner who championed the rights of independent oil and
gas producers and attracted business to Texas by restricting the export of natural
gas out of the state, and incentivizing businesses to locate near gas wellheads.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed
zoning change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence
— Historic Landmark (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0.

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change
from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic
Landmark (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: May 13, 2010 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER-
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: West Austin Neighborhood Association



BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

Architecture:

Two-story rectangular-plan side-gabled frame Southern Colonial Revival-styled
house with a full-width, full-height independent porch on fluted columns with
modified Ionic capitals; the symmetrical fagade consists of a central entry with
leaded glass sidelights and a fanlight, and single 9:9 windows on the ground floor
with 6:6 windows above. There is a one-story rectangular-plan side-gabled frame
addition to the left of the principal block and an addition to the right and rear of the
principal block.

Historical Associations:

Olin and Mary Lou Culberson purchased this property in 1940 after moving from a
house in Aldridge Place. Olin Culberson was born in Coryell County, Texas in 1886,
the son of teachers, W.A. and Martha Culberson. The family moved to Hillsboro, where
his parents opened a school; the 1900 U.S. Census shows the family in Hillsboro, where
both W.A. and Martha Culberson were listed as teachers, and Olin is listed as 13 years
old, the second son of the family (he had an older brother Leon, who was then 17). The
family also had a housekeeper living with them in Hillsboro, Lulu Goodman, and
Lulu’s three young daughters, Lillian, Ethel, and Hester. Olin began working in the
Hillsboro railroad yards by 1905. He became the deputy clerk of Hill County in 1911,
and the Hill County Clerk in 1920. The 1910 U.S. Census shows Olin living with his
parents in Hillsboro; his parents were both listed as teachers in a private school; Olin
was listed as the city secretary. He married Mary Lou Rachelle of Hubbard, Texas in
1912, and continued to live in Hillsboro. The 1920 U.S. Census shows Olin and Mary
Lou Culberson living with his father in the family home in Hillsboro; Olin’s mother had
passed away. W.A. Culberson had no occupation listed; Olin is listed as a book-keeper,
and Mary Lou is listed as a clerk in the county offices. Olin Culberson became the Hill
County Judge, and served for two terms, then opened a dry goods store in Edna, Texas,
where he maintained a business interest until 1955, The 1930 U.S. Census shows QOlin
and Mary Lou living in Edna, where he is listed as a dry goods merchant, and she is
listed as a public school teacher. He went to work for the Texas Railroad Commission
in 1932, becoming the chief examiner and later the head of the Gas Utilities Division.
He conducted numerous rate investigations, and in doing so, antagonized certain
powerful natural gas interests, which led to his employment termination in 1939. In
1940, he ran successfully for a position as railroad commissioner, and began serving in
1941, the same year that he and Mary Lou moved into this house. Culberson was
known as the champion of the independent oil producers, and led several campaigns for
the conservation of natural gas and to attract more industry to Texas. He led the fight
against gas flaring from oil wells, resulting in the conservation of natural gas. He also
fought the exportation of natural gas from Texas wells, believing that industries would
be attracted to wellhead areas in Texas rather than locating along pipelines and
enjoying the benefits of Texas natural gas from distant locations. He was a long-time
supporter and secretary of volunteer firemen’s and fire marshal’s associations — they
held a mass rally in Hillsboro in support of his candidacy for Railroad Commissioner.
He served as Railroad Commissioner until his death in 1961. His wife, Mary Lou, was
a very active clubwoman, member of several historical associations, and noted antiques
collector. She passed away in Austin in 1972. After Mary Lou’s death in 1972, their
daughter, Mrs. Ima Wittman, sold the house to James and Beverly Hood. James Hood
was an orthopedic surgeon. They lived here until 1986, when they sold it to Byron Cox,
an attorney, and his wife Susannah. The current owners, Gerald Torres and Frances



Nash, purchased the house in 1996. Gerald Torres is a prominent professor of Law at
the University of Texas and a noted authority on environmental and natural resources
law.

PARCEL NO.: 01140506300000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The West 100 feet of Lot 7, Block 15, Westfield “A”.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $14,336 (owner-occupied); city portion:
$2,412 (capped).

APPRAISED VALUE: $1,146,085

PRESENT USE: Single family residence.

CONDITION: Excellent.

PRESENT OWNERS: Gerald Torres and Frances Nash

DATE BUILT: ca. 1941

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: The attached garage was converted to servants’
quarters in 1951, and a carport constructed the same year. There do not appear to
be any other alterations or additions to the house.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Olin and Mary Lou Culberson (1941)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING \

RowTp #

PROJECT INFORMATION: (0395169

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY

APPLICATION DATE hWlo FLE NUMBER(S):QLHMD]D;QQD&

Tndiea Lo

TENTATIVE CC DATE: CITY INITIATED: YES / NO

CASE MANAGER: ROLLBACK:  YESINO

APPLICATION ACGE

BASIC PROJECYT DATA:

1
1. OWNER'S NAME: GE. AU

A1
3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range): S a o
zZip [1] 2 rav.s
IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:
LOCATED FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N. $._E. W, (CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF
- (ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO}, WHICH IS
APPROXIMATELY DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH CROSS STREET.

AREA TO BE REZONED: .H aH

sACRES __+ 4195 (OR) SQ.FT,

6. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:

EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES/SQ. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
ZONING USE {IF MOCRE USE ZONING

SE-3  [Qogifbace TN Regidines SF-3 H

RELATED CURRENT CASES:

|6. ACTIVE ZONING CASE?  (YES FILE NUMBER:
7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES MNQ FILE NUMBER:
8. SUBDIVISION? (vEs oy FILE NUMBER;
9. SITE PLAN? {YESANO) FILE NUMBER:

- SCANNED

Revised February 16, 2005 7



PROPERTY DESCRIPTION {SUBDIVISION REFERENCE OR METES AND BOUNDS):

10a. SUBDIVISION REFERENGE: Name: __Q&zt@!—_zl Ff
Oyliot(s)

Block(s) Z
Piat Book: Page Llest /o0
Number;

10b. METES AND BOUNDS (Attach two copias of certified field notes if subdivision reference is not available or
zoning includes partial lots)

5 "y

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL 1.D.:

11. VOLUME: PAGE: TAX PARCEL 1.0. NO. ]~ J 40~ 06 30-DDO D

OTHER PROVISIONS:
12,18 PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT / OVERLAY ZONE? YES Q)
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCD,NP, etc) -

13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR ONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? (YE

14.18 A TIA REQUIRED? YES @ {NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOT CHANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY.
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S):

OWNERSHIP TYPE:

15. SOLE ___ COMMUNITY PROPERTY __ PARTNERSHIP ___ CORPORATION TRUST
if ownership is other than sole or community property, list individuals/pariners/principals below or atiech separate sheet

OWNER ml-'oaq’ﬁon-

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

17. AGENT CONTA RMA
SIGNATURE: 2 APY
FIRM NAME:

ZIP CODE: 7§ 70 2
TELEPHONE NUMBER: _& 77~ 2

STREET A

CITY:

CONTACT PERSON.__ = - -

EMAIL ADRESS: ’7 : nde 0D na , e
DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

SCANNED \

Revised February 15, 2005




D. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITTAL VERICATION

My signature sttests to the fact that the. attached application package is complete and accurate to the best of my
knowledge. | understand that proper City staff review of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the information
provided and that any inaccurate or inadequate information provided by me/my firm/etc., may delay the proper review of

this application.
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND

IND| IRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.
%HS{%HZ;A |18 =/0

Sl%unuro '] Date
we Py Ic.lé,

Name (Ty or Prl ?
< emmL§/6pmgmé
Firm (If applicable) [}

INSPEC T

As owner or authorized agent, my signature authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDF EE ;# REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.
7/ /1872002
. . Date

! Fravecs Nad

Nam {Typed or Pﬂn)

Firm (i applicable)

SCANNED

Revised February 15, 2005



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,
Restrictive Covenants
and/or
Zoning Conditional Overlays

1, guaannh DQ iﬁ&[::'gé_ have checked for subdivision plat notes, deed

restrictions,
[Priet narme of applicant)

restrictive covenants aend/or zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses and/or requiring certain

development restrictions i.e_Aeight, 58, scregning etc, on this property. located at
aAsod w2

{Address of Legal D TP
Dt Deyar 720703

If a conflict should result with the request | am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision plat notes,
deed restrictions, restrictive covenanis and/or zoning conditional overlays it will be my responsibility to resclve
it. | also acknowledge that | understand the implications of use and/or development restrictions that are a
result of a subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays.

i understand that if requested, | must provide copies of any and all subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions,
restrictive covenants end/or zoning conditional overlay information which may apply to this property.

W [—(S=20r0

(Applicant's signature) (Date)

bwﬂl‘NED

Revised February 15. 2005 10



TAX CERTIPICATE NO 1054043
Nelda Wells Spears
Travis County Tax Aa?gqsor -Collet.or

Aus%ln Texas 78767
51%) "854-9473

T T e T e e e e T A e e S T e e e e e A T e A e T e e T e e o A — i

JOUNT NUMBER: 01-1405-0630-0000

PROPERTY OWNER: PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:
TORRES GERALD & FRANCES NASH W 100 FT LOT 7 BLK 15 WESTFIELD A
2504 BRIDLE PATH
AUSTIN, TX 78703 3212
ACRES .0000 MIN% .000000000000 TYPE L
SITUS INFORMATION: 2504 BRIDLE PATH _ _
ig to certifgéthat after a careful check of tax records of this offlce, the
fol owgng taxes, %n%gent taxe pena1t1¢s nterests are due on the
descri property o e following tax unit (s):
YEAR ENTITY TOTAL
2009 AUSTIN ISD *ALL PAID*
CITY OF AUSTIN (TRAV) *ALL PAID*
TRAV S COUNTY *ALL PAID*
} COUNTY HEALTHCARE DISTRICT *ALL PAID*
ACC (TRAVIS) *ALL PAID*
TOTAL SEQUENCE o *ALL PAID*
TOTAL TAX: * PAID*
UNPAID FEES: * NONE +*
INTEREST ON FEES : * NONE
COMMISS * ONE__*
UE zas *ALL PAID*
TAXES PAID FOR YEAR 2009 $19,361.18

woul TAXBS PAID IN FULL PRIOR TCO AND INCLUDING THE YBAR 2009 BEXCEPT FOR UNPAID

TE above dgacrlbed pro ertx y be subggct to speci?l valuation based on its

uaa,ert 8 T rollbac taxes may come due Section 23.55, State

Purisuan to Se tion 31. gg of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
§10.00 for all Tax certificates.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SBAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF 01/14/2010

Nelda Wells S ra
Fee Paid: $10.00 Tax Assessor- Eefi

By:

RUIZV printed on 01/14/2010 @ 17:01:24:31 Page# 1

SCANNED



Deed Chronology
2504 Bridle Path

Transaction Volume/Page

Niles & Margaret Graham
to

H.D. & Maric Mahaffey

8-1-25

H.D. & Marie Mahaffey
to
Olin E. Culberson

12-17-40

Ima Culberson Wittman 4820/173
to
James F. & Beverly Hood

1-7-74

James F. & Beverly Hood 098337217
to
Byron & Suzannah Cox

7-31-86

Byron & Suzannah Cox 1219672166
to
Gerald Torres & Frances Nash

5-26-94




2504 Bridle Path
City Directory Research
January, 2010
1939 Address not listed

Note: Olin & Mary Culberson listed at 115 W. 32nd Street.
Olin is listed as Directar of Gas Utilities Div. of Railroad Commission
of Texas

194041 Address not listed
Note: Olin & Mary Culberson listed at 115 W. 32nd Street.
Olin is listed as Director of Gas Utilities Div. of Railroad Commission

of Texas

1942 Olin Culberson (spelled Culbertson)-owner, wife Mary
Member-Railroad Commission of Texas

1944.4% Olin Culberson-owner, wife Mary
Member-Railroad Commission of Texas

1947 Olin Culberson-owner, wife Mary
Chairman-State Railroad Commission of Texas

1949 Olin Culberson-owner, wife Mary
Chairman-State Railroad Commission of Texas

1952 Olin Culberson-owner, wife Mary
Chairman-State Railroad Commission of Texas

1955 Olin Culberson-owner, wife Mary
Commissioner-State Railroad Commission of Texas

1960 Olin Culberson-owner, wife Mary
“In charge”-State Railroad Commission of Texas

1961 Olin Culberson-owner, wife Mary
“In charge™-State Railroad Commission of Texas

1962 Mrs. Mary R. Culberson

SCANNED



1963

1967

1970-72

1973

1975

1977

1980

1984-86

1987

1988

1992

Mrs. Mary R. Culberson

Note: rear-Joy Bissonnette

Mrs. Mary R. Culberson
Note: rear-Mrs. Agnes French

Mrs. Mary R. Culberson
Note: rear-vacant
Note: No listing for James F. Hood in aity directory

James F. Hood

Wife-Beverly

Note: Rear-vacant

James is listed at Medical Park Orthopedic Clinic

James F. Hood

Wife- Beverly

Note: Rear-vacant

James is listed at Medical Park Orthopedic Clinic

James F. Hood-owner

Wife-Beverly

Note: Rear-vacant

James is listed at Medical Park Orthopedic Clinic

James F. Hood-owner

Wife-Beverly

Note: Rear-vacant

James is listed at Medical Park Orthopedic Clinic

James F. Hood-owner

Wife-Beverly

Note: Rear-vacant

James is listed at Medical Park Orthopedic Clinic

Note: Byron Cox is listed at Hutchinson, Price, Boyle & Brooks

James & Beverly Hood

James is listed at Medical Park Orthopedic Clinic

Note: Byron Cox is listed as an attorney @ 2100 One American Center
and his residence is 2411 Vista Lane

Byron Cox & Suzannah
Byron is listed as a lawyer at Small, Craig, and Werkenthin

Byron Cox and Suzannah
Byron is listed as a lawyer at Small, Craig, and Werkenthin

SCANNED



Biosrashy of Olin Call

Olin Culberson, a member of the Texas Railroad Commission for twenty years and chairman
of the powerful regulatory agency for three terms, was known as the champion of "the little
uns.” He served on the Commission continuously from 1941 to 1961.

Born in Turnersville, Texas on October 26, 1886, Culberson was the son of Professor and
Mrs. WA. Culberson. His parents established the Culberson Select School in Hillsboro and
spent their lives in the teaching profession. Olin began his career as a railroad yard worker in
1905 in Hillsboro. He was appointed deputy clerk of Hill County in 1911, and after service as
a captain in World War I, he was elected Hill County clerk in 1920, Culberson later served as
county judge, and was referred to as Judge Culberson for the remainder of his life by many of
his friends.

Culberson came to the Railroad Commission in 1932 and became chief examiner. He later
served as head of the Gas Utilities Division of the Commission until 1939. Culberson won his
first term as a commissioner in 1941.

Culberson took office at a time when there was increasing public sentiment to strip the
Railroad Commission of any real regulatory powers. The advocates of strong central
government were in the saddle in Washington, and they had among their goals federal
regulation of natural resources. Culberson’s influence over the 1941 session of the Texas
Legislature was thought to have preserved the role of the Commission. One Texas newspaper
interpreted the House action as “a vote of confidence in Olin Culberson.”

Throughout World War II, Culberson fought a running battle with Washington bureaucrats.
He battled Federal authorities on at least three separate occasions on matters concerning
Texas oil.

One of his outside interests was the Texas Firemen’s and Fire Marshal’s Association.
Culberson served as secretary of that organization for 40 years and was credited with having
saved fire insurance policy holders thousands of dollars in rate reductions.

Culberson, a plain talking fighter against any waste of Texas natural resources, considered
one of his greatest accomplishments the elimination of gas flaring-the venting into the air of
casing head gas which is produced along with oil. He was credited with being the man who
led the crackdown on flaring. Culberson proposed an order, eventually upheld by the State
Supreme Court, requiring the shutdown of oil wells until operators put the casing head gas to
beneficial use.

Culberson announced his candidacy for Governor of Texas in 1950, but suffered a heart
attack less than a month later and withdrew from the race. He continued to serve as a
member of the Railroad Commission of Texas until his death on June 22, 1961.



“He gave a half century of devoted service to the people of Texas and the results of his efforts
are embedded in the laws of our state as a legacy to us all,” said the president of the Texas
independent Producers and Royalty Owners Association at Culberson’s death.

He was married to Mary Lou Rachelle Culberson for 49 years, and they had one daughter.

Mary Lou Rachelle was born in 1892 in Hubbard, Texas. She married Olin Culberson in
1912, and became active in both political and civic life. At one time, Mrs. Culberson held
memberships in at least 24 clubs and organizations and had a part in establishing several
others, including the Texas Zeta Tau Alpha Mother's Club and the University of Texas Law
Wives,

Mrs. Culberson's affiliations included life membership in the Federated Women's Club,
National Parent-Teachers Association, Delta Kappa Gamma educational fraternity, Garden
Club, San Antonio Breakfast Club, Pathfinders, Tuesday Book Club and International
Association of Platform Speakers.

Her membership in historical organizations encompassed groups in both Europe and
America, including the Huguenott Society and Jamestown Colonists. She was a member of
the Heredity Register of the USA and Heritage Society, and was active in the Daughters of

the American Revolution, Daughters of 1812 and Daughters of the Confederacy and Republic
of Texas.

Mary Lou Culberson was honored as Pioneer Clubwoman of Texas. She died June 14, 1972.

Biography of James F. Hood

James Hood was listed as working at Medical Park Orthopedic Clinic beginning in 1973,

Biography of Byon Cox

Byron Cox was an attorney at Hutchinson, Price, Boyle and Brooks, and later at Small, Craig,
and Werkenthin.



Biography of Frances Nash

Frances Nash grew up in Dallas and comes from five generations of Texans. She attended
Stanford University, where she met her husband Gerald. They have two children, Bennett
and Martha, and a menagerie of pets. Throughout the different places that Gerald’s career has
taken them, she has made a study of and enjoyed restoring old houses and gardens. She is
currently trying to learn all she can about the unique flora and fauna of central Texas.

Biography of Gerald Torres

Gerald Torres currently holds the Bryant Smith Chair at the University of Texas

at Austin and is former President of the Association of American Law Schools. A
1977 graduate of the Yale Law School, he has taught at Stanford Law

School and at Harvard Law School, where he served as the Oneida Nation Visiting
Professor of Law. Professor Torres served as Counsel to the Attorney General on
environmental matters and Indian affairs at the U.S. Department of Justice.

He has written widely in environmental law, as well as natural resource and

Indian law, and has served on the Board of the Environmental Law Institute, the
EPA’s National Environmental Justice Advisory Council, and the National
Petroleum Council. He is currently board chair of EarthDay Network and founding
Chairman of the Advancement Project, the leading Civil Rights advocacy
organization in the country. He has lectured in Europe and Latin American and

served as a consultant to the United Nations on environmental matters. He is a
member of the American Law Institute and the Council on Foreign Relations.
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Olin Culberzon

1886 - 1961

Mary Rochelle
1892 . 1972

Back of hesdstone
Ohin Culberson Octoba 26, 1886 - June 22, 1961
Railroad Comaussioner 1941 - 1961
County Clark Hill Coonty 1920 - 1924
County Judge Hill County 1924 - 1929
Secty Texas Volunteer Fireren 1920 - 1960
His Wife

Mary Hochelle Culberson

People Information:
Full Name: Olin Wellborn Nicholas Culberson
. e T4 Jie | Gaepban 3§07
Location: LMM_,‘__[_ i Li.ld...._n.h.._u.h.l_n_l.j.....
Reason for Member and Chairman, Railraod Commission of
Eligibility: Texas
Birth Date: October 26, 1886
: Dhed: June 22, 1961
Buried: June 24, 1961

}& " Biography:

CULBERSON, OLIN WELLBORN NICHOLS (1886-1961).
Olin Culberson, son of William Albert and Martha Artemesia
{Richardson) Culberson, was born at Turnersville, Coryell County,
Texas, on October 26, 1886. He was taught by his parenta at

| Culberson Select School, a family enterprise, and afterward labored
& as a railroad worker in Hillsboro until 1911, That year he was

appointed deputy clerk of Hill County. The following year he
married Mary Lou Rochelle of Hubbard; the couple had one

daughuer.

In 1918 Culberson resigned his office to serve in World War 1.
Upon returning to Hillsboro, be was twice elected county clerk of
Hill County. In that office he discovered and exposed a $263,000
road-bond fraud. In 1925 he became county judge. During his two
terms on the bench he used the recovered bond-fraud money to
construct needed roads and bridges. He refused to run for a third
term, moved to Edna, and purchased an interest in a dry-goods
store. He moved in 1932 to Austin, where he was asked 10 accept a
potition with the Railroad Commission in order to conduct a rate
investigatinn of the Lone Star Gas Company. First as chief
examiner and later as chief of the gas utilities division, he conducted
sixtesn major rate investigations for the commission. These
antagonized certain gas interests, pressure groups sought hia
removal, and in 1939 he was discharged.

i The following year, as a reform candidate, Culberson bested
" eighteen opponents and was elected rairoad commissioner. He was

reelected three consecutive times. 1n addition to proposing a weekly
meeting of the railroad commissioners and insisting on ten days’
notice for all public hearings, he was responsible for other
important rulings. Political appointees were replaced by graduate
petroleum engineers, The flaring of casinghead gas was stopped,
and its return to the well became mandatory. A malodorant was
added to natural gas. Annual inspections of liquefied petroleum gas
installations in schools and public buildings were established.
Culberson implemented a new system of oil accounting and fought
freight-rate discrimination against Southwest Texas. While on the
Railroad Commiesion, he earned a repuration as an uncompromising
champion of independent oil producers.

Culberson served the Texas Firemen's and Fire Marshals'
Association as secretary for over forty years, and he was active in
many charitable organications. He died on June 22, 1961, and was
buried in the State Cemetery in Austin. In 1963 the Olin Culberson
Memorial Research Center, & center for the study of cardiovascular
diseases, was dedicated at Scott and White Memoarial Hoepital in
annpla.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Olin Culberson Scrapbook, Barker Texas
Histary Center, University of Texas at Austin, Howton Prew, June
24, 1961. Vertical Files, Barker Texas History Center, University of
Texas at Austin,

Robert Stephen Peel



CULBERSON, OLIN WELLBORN NICHOLS (1886-1961). Olin Culberson, son of William
Albert and Martha Artemcsia (Richardson) Culberson, was born at ‘Tumersville, Coryell County,
Texas, on October 26, 1886, He was taught by his parcnts at Culberson Sclect School, a family
enterprisc, and aftenwvard labored as a railroad worker in Hillsbaro until 1911, Thal yecar he was
appointed deputy clerk of Hiill County. The following year he married Mary Lon Rochelle of
Hubbard: the coupie had one danghter.

In 1918 Culberson resigned his office (o serve in Warld Wi 1. Upon returning 1o Hillshoro, he was
twice elected county clerk of Hill County. In that office he discovered and exposed a $263.,000
road-bond fraud. In 1925 he became county judge. During his two terms on the bench he used the
recovercd bond-fraud money (o construct necded roads and bridges. He refused to run for a third
term, moved o Edna, and purchased an interest in a dry-goods store. He moved in 1932 1o Austin,
where he was asked to accept a position with the #ailiod Conpnesion tn order 1o conduct a rate
investigation of the Lone Star Gas Company. First as chief cxaminer and later as chicf of the gus
utilities division, he conducted sixtcen major rate investigations for the commission. These
antagonized cenain gas interests, pressure groups sought his removal. and in 1939 he was
discharped.

The following year, as a reform candidate, Culberson hested cighteen opponents und was elected
railroad commissioner. He was reclected three consecutive times. In addition 10 proposing a weckly
mecting of the milrood commissioners and insisting on ten days* notice for ali public hearings, he
was responsible for other impartant rulings. Political appointees were replaced by graduate
petroleum engineers. The Maring of cnsinghead gas was stopped, and its retum 10 the well became
mandatory. A malodoram was added to nawral gas (see =W LONDON SCHOOE EXPLOSHN),
Annual inspections of ligucficd petroleum gas installations in schools and public bulldings were
cstablished. Culberson implemented a new system of oil accounting and fought freight-rate
discrimination against Southwest Texas, While on the Railroad Commission, he carned a reputation
as an uncompromising champion of independent oil producers.

Culberson served the Texas Firemen's and Fire Marshals' Association as secrctary for over forty
years, and he was active in many charitable organizations. He dicd on June 22, 1961, and was
huried in the Stite Cemuaeny in Austin. In 1963 the Olin Culberson Memorial Research Center, a
center for the study of cardiovascular discases, was dedicated al Scol md White Moemoril
Hospital in Temple.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Olin Culberson Scrapbook, Barker Texas History Center, Universily of Texas
at Austin. Houston Press, Junc 24, 1961. Vertical Files, Barker Texas History Center, University of

Texas at Austin.

Rabert Stephen Peel
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Culberson
Rites Set
' Wednesday

: Funeral for Nrs. Mary Lou
Culberson, widow of Olin
Culberson, wil ‘be Wednesday
al 2 pm. at Weed-Corley
Funeral Home, Dr. William
M. Logan of Brownwgod
officiating. _

Burial wil] be at the State
Cemetery She died Monday
at a-local haspital after a long
Niness.

Az wife of the (ormer
chairman of the Texas
Railroad Commission, Mrs.

¢ Culberson was actlve in hoth

: political and civic life. She

! had been honored as Pioneer

; Clubwoman of Texas.

* Judge Culberson sesved on

, the Raliroad Commission from

» 1941 until his death in 1881,

i At one time Mrs. Culberson
held memberships In at least

’ 4 clubs and orgamizations

and had & part in establishing

several other,

She organized the Texas
Zeta Tau Alpha Mothers Clubs
and helped organize angd
sponsor the University of
Texas Law Wives.

She was a Lady of the Cour]
of the Dames of the Magna
Charta and regent of the local
chapier.

Her alfiliations inclinded lite
membership in the Federated
Women's Clubs, National
Parent-Teachers * Association
and Della Kappa Gamma,
educational traternity.

She alsc belonged to the
Gerden Club, San Antoniop
Breakfast Club, Pailifinders,
Tuesday Book Club and
International Association of
¢ Platform Speakers.

Mrs. Culberson was a
- member of the Megedlty
i Register of the USA and
. Herltage  Soclely and  wug

active in the Daughlers of the

. American  Revolution,
Daughters of 1812 ang
Daughters of the Confederacy

* and Republic of Texas

Austin jﬁsmry Center

Her amempership in
historical organizations en-
mmpaased groups in  buth
Europe and America,
lnduding the Huguenott Soci-

; ety and Jamestown Colonists.
! ‘Mrs. Culberson’s home was
full of antiques which she
" enjoyed collecting. She often
save lectures and Tboak
reirlews on the subject.
She was a longtime member

[}

lChurch.

! Survivors  include  her
' daughter, Mrs. Ima C.

Wittmen_of Austin; @ brother,
Zollie Rochelle of Austin; two
grand-daughters; three grest
grandchildren; severa) nieces
and nephews.

Active pallbearers wiil be
Guy Huddleston, Robert T.
- Davis, Frank R. Dougless,
Owen Scoit, Vernon Rucker
and Don Harvick.

Honorary pallbearers will
be Dr. F. M. Pearce, Dr. G,
V. Erindley, North Millican,
Ben Ramsey, Hal Hood and
Garland Fulbright,

In liev of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to
the Olin Culberson Memorial
Research Center at Scolt and
White Hospitat in Temple, the
i family said.

of the University Presbyterian -
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MRS, MARY CULBERSON

Mrs. Mary Culbersen,
of the taie Olin Cylterzon, died
Mosdey  aflermoon hqp.n oeal
hompited.

She wes 3 wember of he
Uriverslly Presbrieriag Chury|
and way an aciive chel'womas
Ihroughnet Texas.

Servivors incinds o daughter,
Mrs. bma C. Whirsas of Ausiin,
"o grendgaughiers, Mry
Pafitia Peet of Awstin and
Mrs. Marotyn Swbbiefield o
San Anlenlo; one brolber Zolbe
Boctstie of Austin ard th
freal-granddaugiders.

Faners! s pencing at 4
Weed-Cortey Funeral linise,

MaLOLIn CULBKKRSUN

Sn Lnn 1Mzre Loup Culha-
aor disd i kel hospits!
MNonday after a knyg dispss
| Boen Mare lou Huchelle in
Huabberd, Texg: i [E31. dv woay
the wydow o udge Ul
Coltwrson leswtr Chaenian of
Ihn Tones Ralifond
Comnuseion She is Dirviced hy
keir ouly child, Mrs. Jma C

ftiane anvd iwg
pyaadfanghtors, Mre. Pairicla
Feael of Ausiin and N
arehin  Slublielied o Sen
Aolemin. Ae Zoflic Rachelle of
Asistie b Mer  anly  Hving]
lvether. She has three zieal
prandchlidren  and  nevers|
Rioces oA nepbews vz
throughott Texea

Active » palllicei wnd rivie|
lifg. Mrs Cufberion was nsmed,
the Piweer Clubwomas
exas  ant AR emlatemcing
Chilwoingn o Amlin.  ler
'athl'.lal.lws wire verbed and
nctuded Life dembershis in Hoe'
Federgted  Women's  Chuba,
Nattonat PTA and Dells Kxpyo
Gamina. educatrosal |reisrnity,
¥he beloaged amd  vepulardy
alfered Programi \e the Gurden
Club, Sam Amoedo Breskfes)
Qub.  Pathfinders, Teestay
IM Club and the intetnationnt

wasocintion o Philnow
Speakers, Always prood of ber
lltmmun. M Ualhersin wes
member of e  Heredity
Regiater of the USA pmd obe
Hierliagn Sexicty
| Xbe st uma stiter w jhe
Naughiers o (he  Anwtican
Rewalotion. Deugiers of 1KLY,
and Daughtesr of b
Confederacy oid Ibw licputise nf)
|Tm:. Her membersdp in
Historivul srgapizaltana
|lmmn|l yltmens en Eurepe
fand Americr. SUch ad Oe Hu
\guenod Saciety and Jamesiown,
Lednnist,

Mrx. Cofberson  wix :,
bengtimee  mpmber o ﬂk;
University Preahytirriazn
Church

Fuseral will be heid at 3:00)
P wedperéday & 1he
Weed-Coriey Funeral  Home
with Or Willisn B Logan of
Crowewood amd lofmer pasier
of the Umversiy Presbyisnam
Chmrch. Curiad will be in the
Stole Coingtery

In lica of Apweey, mtssorial
comiributisns mar be made o
the Olia Cufbersom Memoriol]
Hescarch Uriler ® Seoft &nd
White Howpitsl i Temple,
Teyns
Aviter pllbtsrers will be Guy
Hudflentos. floberi T. Davix.
Frank H. Douglery. Nwen Sootl,
Vermpn 0. Recker, fow 1
Harrik,

Renorary paiihearers will ke
br. ¥ M Pene. ¢ GV
Bripgtex. dr. MNerk M,
Len hRomser. Ral o and
tariend Fulhrisht




OIL PRODUCERS AWARD — Mrs.
Olin B. Culberson of Austin receives
an engraved plague from Stanley C.
Woods of Houston, president of the
Texas Landowners and Independent Qil
and Gas Producers Association, citing
the achievements of her late husband.

Mr. Culberson, former chairman of the
Texas Railroed Comrnissicn, was cited
by the organization for his efforts in
behalf of the oil and gas industry and
free enterprise during his 20 vears on
the commission. Qceasion was the first
annual meeting of TLIOGPA.
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