
Pat Sefton, Director c—‘

Karen Wiley, Board President
All Austin Cooperative Nursery School
2301 Hancock Blvd.
Austin, TX 78756

October 19. 2010

Case # SPC-2010-0122A --All Austin Cooperative Nursery School

Dear Madam Chairperson and Members of the Commission:

We are including the following support material for your convenience. Since the online
case file is over 100 pages long, this packet highlights a few letters and signatures of
support of particular infered to our case.

1. A letter of support from our immediate neighbors to the south at 5010 Shoalwood
Avenue

2. Signature of support on a paper petition from our immediate neighbors to the
west at 5005 Woodview Avenue. (Highlighted in your packets)

3. Four additional letters of support that reflect a range of perspectives. These tiles
ore included in the online support file; therefore support file pages numbers have
been noted in the upper right corner of each page.

4. Intotci we received 190 unique signatures including 34 self-described current
Rosedale resident signatures.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Pat Sefton Karen Wiley
Director, AACNS Board President, AACNS
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Aniar Rama & Kim Rama
5010 Shoalwood Avenue

Austin,, TX 78756

October 7, 2010

Karen Wiley, Board President
Pat Sefton, Director
All Austin Cooperative Nursery School
2301 Hancock Drive
Austin,TX 78756

Re: Conditional Use Permit Application (Case #SPC-2010-0122A)

Dear Karen and Pat:

In connection with the above-referenced Conditional Use Permit Application that All

Austin Cooperative Nursery School is presenting to the City of Austin, we wish to provide you
with this letter in support of your application in the form it has been submitted.

Our home is adjacent and just to the south of the lot (5012 Shoalwood Avenue) that is the
subject of your application.

We understand the purpose of your application, and we appreciate the care with which

you have prepared your plans and discussed them with us, taking into account that our home is

located tight next to the property you will be using to expand the school’s play area. Thank you

for meeting with us to address our concerns in your plans and showing us the consideration you

have. We think that your planned use of the back yard next door will be beneficial to the children

you are caring for and beneficial to our neighborhood.

We are providing you with this letter so that you can submit it t the City staff to show

that we are in support of your application.

Very truly yours,

-

\2tbt Z?,w— lu/If

Kim Rama
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Rosedale Neighborhood Support for the All Austin Co-operative
Nursery School’s Conditional Use Permit Application

I live in the Rosedale neighborhood and support the All Austin
Co—operative Nursery School’s application for a Conditional Use
Permit and Compatibility Standards Waiver(s) as necessary that
will allow them to include a portion of the backyard of 5012
Shoalwood Avenue for school grounds while maintaining the front
portion of this SF—3 zoned property as a single—family
residence.
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Welch, Sue

From:
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2010 10:14 PM

To: bbaker5@austln.rncom; sbald@sbcglobal.net gbourgeoisjonescarter.com;
trabago@austinsr.com; prseegerausUnsr.com; citanks@hotmail.com; donna.zapgmad.com

Cc: Welch, Sue; directoraUaustlncoop.org;. —

Subject: Case # SPC-201 0-01 22A - All Austin Cooperative Nursery School

October11, 2010

Ms. Betty Baker, Chair Zoning and Planing Commission
Ms. Sandra Baldre, Commissioner
Mr. Gregory Bourgeois, Commissioner
Ms. Teresa Rabago, Commissioner
Ms. Patricia Seeger, Commissioner
Ms. Cynthia Banks. Commissioner
Ms. Donna Tiemann, Commissioner

Dear Chair and Members of the Commission,

I am writing regarding Case # SPC-2010-0122A - All Austin Cooperative Nursery School (AACNS or “Co.
op”).

As a Co-op Alumnus with four children attending from 1994-2003, I encourage you to support AACNS’
request for a conditional use permit (CUP) to use the backyard of 5012 Shoalwood Avenue as an outdoor
play space for AACNS students.

The All Austin Cooperative Nursery School is a great school which is a valuable component of the
neighborhood and serves to strengthen the community here In Austin. I believe that a vibrant
playground marks a vital part of a great school. Play ignites and Nature inspires are two of AACNS’ core
values; the school devotes careful thought to the design of its outdoor spaces and also brings the
“outside’ Into the classroom In the form of stories and materials collected on the playground every day.

By using the backyard of 5012 Shoalwood to enlarge AACNS’ small outdoor play space, we can make a
great school an even more valuable element of the neighborhood and community. The playground
expansion would:

• Help facilItate the cognitive and physical development of Co-op
children through development of children’s gross motor skills and sensory integration
capabilities

• Provide AACNS children with more quality outside time, which has become an increasingly
valuable offering at a time when the average child spends more and more time in front of
television and computer screens.

As a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, and mother of four, I can attest both professionally and
personally to the importance of quality, supervised outdoor play. I see the effects of inactivity

10/ 12/20 10
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C13
in children on a daily basis in my practice in the form of childhood obesity and the subsequent
health problems, such as diabetes and hyperlipidemia that are becoming all too common in our
society. -

I have also served in the capacity of President of the Board of the AACNS when my children were
students there, and know first hand how dedicated, knowledgeable and committed this group
of parents are to working with thefr neighbors and the community to not only meet, but exceed
the communities expectations. While I no longer have students at the Co-op. I firmly believe In their
principles and values and strongly encourage you to allow them to use this outdoor space for their
students. They have been providing a great start for students throughout Austin since 1953
and can certainly be trusted to listen to, cooperate with and enrich the surrounding community.

I appreciate your time in considering this matter.

Best Regards,

Susan M. Hershey. RN, MSN. CPNP

10/12/2010
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Welch, Sue I

From:

Sent Monday,Octoberll.1O1O35PM

To; bbake15@austin.rr.com; sbakt©sboglobal.ne gbowgeoisjonescarter.com; trtago@ausbnsroan
prseegeraushn.a.com; cfbaiks@hotrnaN.com; donnazap@grnad.com

Cc: Welch, Sue; dfrector©allaustincoop.ocg

Subject Re. Case # SPC-2010-0122A - All Austin Cooperative Nursery School

Dear Chair and Members of the Planning Commission,

For a number of years, my family was lucky enough to be a part of the All Austin Cooperative community. During that
term, my trust and respect for the the school, its director and its teachers doubled and redoubled. I feel committed,
then, in supporting the Co-op’s request for a conditional use permit (CUP) to extend their outdoor play space into the
backyard of 5012 Shoalwood Avenue.

Since 1953, the Co-op has preached and practiced being ‘good neighbors’ at many levels. The school is predicated on
the belief that deep respect for one another — manifested through open, conscious communication and
collaboration — is the way we learn, live and work best and most happily together. This applies to preschoolers,
parents and the global community- Indeed, two of the school’s core values are: tommunity Matters and
cooperation Works”.

A case In point: When I was serving on the Co-op’s board, we carefully and consciously re-designed and re-built the
school’s current play space. We aimed to Include areas in which to be active and hiding spots from which to dream;
opportunities to explore nature and room to play with toys; ways to integrate the senses and ways to stimulate
motor skills.

And also under consideration? The effect on our neighbors. Much discussion and planning was devoted to ensuring
that children could feel free but neighbors would not be unduly affected by noise, bamboo tee-pees with climbing
beans, bubhles or baRs.

It is that sort of consIderatIon that the Co-op brings to the neighborhood and all Its relationships. It is Wi good faIth
that the school has asked its neighbors to accept their request for a CUP — with the understanding that they will
continue to work with them to reach consensus and address concerns.

Likewise, It Is my belief that good, vibrant, thoughtful Austin neighborhoods ought to support our schools and young
families as thefrcommitment to community and cooperation. ThIs isa way to do that — a way to say that Austin
believes in children, children in nature, and children growing and learning In concert with their parents, teachers,
friends and neighbors. Those are values I certainly hope our city espouses.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Best,

liz Garton Scanlon
604 Jessie Street
Austin, DC 78704

10/1212010
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Welch, Sue
p5cz\

From:
_•

Sent: We&esday, Ock*er 13,201011:49 AM
To: bbakes5@austinsr.com; sbaId@sbcglobs.net urgeois@jonescater.com;

trthago@austln.nccorn; prseeger@austin.rr.com; crbalks@hotm&.com;
donnazapgnaH.com

Cc: Jane Ross; Welch, Sue; diredaaflausthcoop.org
Subject Zoning aid Planning Case # SPC-2010-01 22A - Letter in supped of Al Austh Cooperative

Nursay School

From Margaret J (Jane) Ross
5802 Wynona Avenue,
Austin TX 78756

12 October, 2010

Ms. Betty Baker, Chair Zoning and Platting CoTmidssion Ms. Sandra Baldrige. Commissioner
Mr. Gregory Bourgeois, Commissioner Ms. Teresa Rabago, Commissioner Ms. Patricia Seeger,
Commissioner Ms. Cynthia Banks, Commissioner Ms. Donna Tiemann, Commissioner

Dear Chair and Members of the Commission,

I am writing regarding Case It SPC-2010-ol22A - All Austin Cooperative Nursery School
(AAcNS or Co-op”).

As a Co-op alum parent who has lived within one mile of AACNS’s Shoalwood property for 18
years, I ask you to support AACNS’ request for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to use the
backyard of 5012 Shoalwood Avenue as an outdoor play space for AAONS students.

The Co-op Board has worked closely with its immediate neighbors over the 7÷ years it has
occupied the Shoalwood property to make sure their concerns are met. Co-op parents have
created a strong and responsive alliance with these neighbors. The Co-op is an historic
and exemplary organization, which serves as a model preschool environment that’s studied
by a new generation of preschool teachers, as well a new model of coninunity-oriented co
operative education that instills community values in children and parents alike. The co
op’s close neighbors recognize the Co-op as a valuable addition to the neighborhood.

It is surprising and disappointing that the Board of the Rosedale Neighborhood Association
has chosen to oppose the Co-op’s CUP request over the heads of those neighbors who are
actually directly affected by and in support of the CUP request.

We are all aware that Austin’s inner-city residential neighborhoods face a risk of being
degraded by expanding commercial use on their periphery. I believe the Rosedale Board sees
this case in those terms.
Having been involved in presenting to the Commission on behalf of Allandale neighborhood
in just such a case, where a Conditional Use Permit in a showing center on Burnet Road
threatened property values in our neighborhood, I know this is a valid concern.

However, in the case of the Co-op’s request for a CUP, I strongly believe that the
benefits to the community vastly outweigh any effects the proposed playground might have
on the neighborhood as a whole. The precedent created by the granting of this CUP, in my
view, in no way diminishes the ability of the neighborhood association to hold the line in
other ntre significant CUP cases that could truly degrade the neighborhood and where their
energetic opposition is indeed needed.

The Co-op Board has worked very hard to accosrodate the concerns of the Board of the
Rosedale neighborhood Association but ultimately was unable to reach a coinproniise with the
Board. we therefore ask that the Connissioners consider the positive support of many in
the neighborhood and the benefits offered by the Co-op’s CUP repiest, which will allow for
expanded playground space at the preschool and the enhancement of a unique and wonderful
preschool environment, as you make your decision.

I
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Thank you for the opportunity to put the case in favor of the Co-op’s request and for your
time and attention to this case.

Best Regards,

Your Name

2
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Welch, Sue ?
Front

Sent: Wednesday, October 13. 2010 11:44 AM
To: bbakers@austinn.com sbaldsbcglobal.net; gbouroeois@jonescarter.com;

rabago@austin.rnccm; pneegerausUn.rrcom; crbanks@hotmail.com dcnna.zapgmafl.com
Cc: Welch, Sue; directnrallaustineoop.org
Subject: Letter of Support (a Conditional Use Pernik for Ji Austin Cooperative Nurseiy School

Rachel and Kevin Dietz
5303 Woodview Ave.
Austin, Texas 78756

October 13, 2010

Re.: Case # SPC-2010-0122A - All Austin Cooperative
Nursery School

Ms. Betty Baker, Chair Zoning and Platting Commission
Ms. Sandra Baidrige, Commissioner
Mr. Gregory Bourgeois, Commissioner
Ms. Teresa Rabago, Commissioner
Ms. Patricia Seeger, Commissioner
Ms. Cynthia Banks, Commissioner
Ms. Donna Tiemann, Commissioner

Dear Madam Chairperson and Members of the Commission,

We are writing to respectfully ask you to approve the conditional use permit that the All Austin
Cooperative Nursery school is requesting (Case # SPC-201 0-0 122A - All Austin Cooperative Nursery
School (AACNS or “Co-op9. This CUP would allow students to use the backyard of5012 SIIOa]WOOd
Avenue as an outdoor play space. As both a neighbor and a member of the co-op. we strongly support
their application.

We live one block north of the All Austin Cooperative Nursery School. Our children currently attend the
school and have had a wonderful education there. When we walk to school everyday, we can’t believe
how lucky we are to have such a phenomena] school in our neighborhood.

Research has shown that physical exercise anti time to play and explore outdoors is critical in early
childhood. Because of socieWs increasing emphasis on screen time (computer games, the internet,
television), children are getting less and less physical activity and time outdoors.

With that in mind, the teachers at the co-op have done everything they can to make the currem outdoor
space engaging and lUll of opportunities to learn, explore, and move. However, the space is very limited

10/13/2010
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and does not allow for the children to engage in certain critical gross motor activities, such as riding
wheel toys and running for a sustained period of time. Expanding the outdoor play area would offer the
children space to engage in these gross motor activities that are critical to healthy development. It would
also provide more space for children to plant and maintain gardens. Overall, it would further enhance the
already stellar early childhood education that the school offers.

The beauty of this conditional use permit is that it asks fbr conditional, specific use ofapart of land that
is in the back of the property. Because it is in the back, the street frontage would remain residential.
Moreover, the conditions on the permit specifr that the yard be used for, and only for, children to play
during specified horns and days of the week. Should the conditions not be met in future (should the
property be sold, for example), the pemiit would be null and void.

In my opinion, this is a win-win-win situation: the school improves, Rosedale gets an even better school,
and Austin gets even better to live in. One of the reasons Rosedale is one ofAustin’s most highly
desirable neighborhoods is its location: it has so many wonderful resources within walking distance,
such as the library, the coffee shops, the parks. For families with young children, the All Austin
Cooperative Nursery School is one of those resources. Neighborhoods like Rosedale make Austin the
great city that it is.

By using the backyard of 5012 Shoalwood to enlarge .AACNS’ small outdoor play
space, we can make a great school an even more valuable element of the
neighborhood and community.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration of this matter We appreciate your work on behalf
of the residents of Austin.

Sincerely.
Rachel and Kevin Diet

10/13/2010



HH:iH-iS-i-H-

-I------.

-ö*v,-f-c-I

I----

-4



\i7
Welch, Sue

rom: Mark & Joyce Browii.-fr —. -ii]

.sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 8:44 AM
To: Welch, Sue
Subject: Case SPC-2010-0122A on the agenda for Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2010

Dear Chair and Members of the Zoning and Platting Commission:

We are writing in regard to case number SPC—2010-0l22A.

The Rosedale Neighborhood Association Steering Committee has considered the effects of the
Conditional Use Permit for which the All Austin Coop Nursery School has applied. Under
the permit, the school would use the backyard of the property they own at 5012 Shoalwood
for an extended playground area for the nursery school while maintaining the house located
on the property as a rental single-family residence. The school has kept us informed of
their plans throughout the process and, after considering the plans and the proposed
permit, our Steering Committee has these concerns about the negative effects the permit
would have on the residential integrity of that edge of the neighborhood.

• The proposed use will adversely affect the adjacent and nearby properties much more
than the use for which the property is currently zoned. A use that allows for many
nursery school children to play in a yard for several hours a day on every weekday is
different from use of the yard by a single family. One of the primary purposes of the
current compatibility standards is to enable intense uses of property, such as a school or
playground, to exist at the edges of neighborhoods while maintaining a reasonable
separation (a 50-foot separation) from the nearby residential uses. The separation
envisioned by the compatibility standards is a fair and reasonable way for intense uses
and non-intense to co-existence in a harmonious way. It is crucial that the city maintain

ç the compatibility standards that are in place so that the homes located near a non
:esidential use will have the protections that make those homes attractive as owner-

occupied or rental residences.
• We understand that at least one current adjacent neighbor supports changing the
setback from 50 feet to 5 feet. It is fair for you to consider the opinion of the
neighbors. However, maintaining residential integrity is a long term process and it is
important to recognize that the adjacent residential property may, at some point in the
future, have other owners or renters. We believe that the future pool of potential home
buyers or renters who would choose to live on property that is within 5 feet of a
regularly used school playground will be very small. If future buyers or renters are not
found, the property will lose its residential character and become attractive only to non
residential users. This causes a threat that the residential edge will recede further
into the neighborhood.

• You often hear about the “domino effect” in zoning, but this case is an actual
example. In 2002, the school was granted a variance from setback requirements. We were
opposed to the variance at that time because of our concerns that the school was located
on too small of a lot and would eventually want to expand to other property. Our concerns
were ignored and now we find that the school has purchased additional residential property
to expand its play area. It’s worth pointing out that when we expressed our concerns in
2002, the school promised that it would never expand beyond the original site. We are now
dealing with exactly what we predicted would happen. Some of our concerns at this time
are that, if the conditional use permit is granted, the school will eventually want to
take the home located on the property in question and use it for non-residential purposes.
We believe our concerns are justified and, therefore, the conditional use permit should be
denied.

• With regard to the petition signed by persons supporting the playground at 5012
Shoalwood, we know it’s easy to sign a petition of this sort when a person is not directly
affected by the issue. How many of those persons would have signed the petition if the
question were “Do you support having a nursery school playground in the backyard next to
‘our home?

We do support the school’s mission, but not to the extent that we can support changing
residential property to a non-residential use that allows a school playground to be
created within 5 feet of residential uses.

sincerely,
Joyce and Mark Brown .

nflcAnf Pn1a1e Neiqhborhood Association
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Welch, Sue

From: Sara Brau__-

Sent: Monday, October 18, 2010 5:38 PM

To: bbakers@auslin.rr.com; sbald©sbcglobal.net; gbourgeois@jonescarter.com;
Irabago@austinrr.com; prseegeraustin.rr.com; crbanks@hotmail.com; donna.zap@gmail.com

Cc: Welch, Sue; directoraIlaustincoop.org

Subject:44ACNS Conditional Use Permit

Sara Braun
5904 Down Valley Court
Austin, Texas 78731

October 18, 2010

Ms. Betty Baker, Chair Zoning and Platting Commission
Ms. Sandra Baldrige, Commissioner
Mr. Gregory Bourgeois, Commissioner
Ms. Teresa Rabago, Commissioner
Ms. Patricia Seeger, Commissioner
Ms. Cynthia Banks, Commissioner
Ms. Donna Tiemann, Commissioner

Dear Chair and Members of the Commission,

lam writing regarding Case U SPC-2O1O-0122A - All Austin Cooperative Nursery School (AACNS or “Co
op”).

As a Co-op Member, I encourage you to support AACNS’ request for a conditional use permit (CUP) to use
the backyard of 5012 Shoalwood Avenue as an outdoor play space for AACNS students.

I believe that great schools represent a valuable component of the vibrant neighborhoods and strong
communities so many of us strive to nurture in Austin. I also believe that a vibrant playground marks a
vital part of a great school. Play Ignites and Nature Inspires are two of AACNS’ core values; the school
devotes careful thought to the design of its outdoor spaces and also brings the “outside” into the
classroom in the form of stories and materials collected on the playground every day.

By using the backyard of 5012 Shoalwood to enlarge AACNS’ small outdoor play space, we can make a
great school an even more valuable element of the neighborhood and community. The playground
expansion would:

• Significantly enhance the quality of the student experience at AACN;
• Help facilitate the cognitive and physical development of AACNS children (outdoor activities

help to develop children’s gross motor skills and sensory integration capabilities); and
• Ultimately provide AACNS children with more outside time, which has become an

increasingly valuable offering at a time when the average child spends more and more time
in front of television and computer screens.

‘“fin (nfln
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AACNS continues to work closely with its adjacent neighbors to listen to their concerns and meet their
needs. This commitment reflects two other AACNS core values, Community Matters and Cooperation
Works, that the school has lived by since its inception in 1953.

I appreciate the time and expertise you invest in considering this matter

Best Regards,

Sara Braun
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