
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0013 HLC DATE: April 26, 2010 
 PC DATE: June 22, 2010 
     
APPLICANTS:  Jay Tassin and Brent Danninger, owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  McClendon-Kozmetsky House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1001 W. 17th Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3 to SF-3-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence – Historic Landmark 
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence – historic landmark (SF-3-
H) combining district zoning.  Vote:  6-0 (Myers absent). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning change from 
family residence (SF-3) district to family residence – historic landmark (SF-3-H) combining 
district zoning.  Vote:  8-0 (Anderson absent). 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is not listed in the Comprehensive Cultural 
Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:  September 30, 2010  ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Judge’s Hill Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-story rectangular-plan side-gabled brick veneer house in the mid-century modern 
style, probably designed by Page Southerland Page. 

Historical Associations: 
The house was built in 1955 for Judge James W. McClendon and his wife Annie Watt 
McClendon, who had received the property from her father as a wedding gift many years 
before.  James W. McClendon (1873-1972) was born in Georgia, where he father was a 
merchant and small town mayor.  After his father’s death, his mother moved the family to 
Laredo, Texas, where she worked as a missionary.  McClendon graduated from the University 
of Texas at Austin, and was a member of the first graduating class of the UT Law School 
(1897).  He practiced law with his brother-in-law in Austin for over 20 years, then was 
appointed by Governor Hobby to the Texas Supreme Court Commission of Appeals (1918), 
serving as chief justice from 1912 to 1923, when he was appointed Chief Justice of the Texas 
Court of Civil Appeals, a position he held until his retirement in 1949.  Judge McClendon was 



instrumental in the creation of the Texas Judicial Council and worked to revise the rules of 
civil procedure in Texas.  He presided over the case of Sweatt v. Painter (1950), and upheld 
Texas’ law of providing separate but equal facilities for African-Americans – in this case, the 
UT Law School.  His decision was overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court in one of the principal 
cases leading to Brown v. Board of Education (1954), which led to the demise of the “separate 
but equal” doctrine in educational facilities and sparked the civil rights movement of the late 
1950s and 1960s. 
 
Judge McClendon was also very involved in civic, philanthropic, and university activities.  He 
served as the first president of the Texas Fine Arts Association, which oversaw the creation of 
the Elisabet Ney Museum, he was the acquisitions chairman for Laguna Gloria, and oversaw 
the establishment of the museum’s permanent collection, and was a charter member of the 
Heritage Society of Austin, drawing up the Society’s charter in 1953.  At the University of 
Texas, Judge McClendon was on the committee which  built Gregory Gym, Memorial Stadium, 
and Kirby Hall, and as a Mason, he was instrumental in the construction of the Scottish Rite 
Dormitory.  After his wife’s death, he moved to the Westgate Towers, and sold this house in 
1966.  He died in 1972 at the age of 98. 
 
George and Ronya Kozmetsky purchased the house from Judge McClendon in 1966, having 
moved to Austin when George Kozmetsky accepted the position of dean at the University of 
Texas School of Business.  Kozmetsky, born in Seattle, graduated from the University of 
Washington and earned him M.B.A. from Harvard University in 1957.  He taught at the 
University of Washington, the Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration, and 
Carnegie Mellon University before going into business.  He was an executive at Hughes 
Aircraft Company and Litton Industries before becoming a co-founder of Teledyne, a huge 
defense electronics firm, in 1960.  At UT, Dr. Kozmetsky taught in the Management and 
Computer Sciences Department at UT; as dean, Kozmetsky was responsible for the huge 
growth of the business school – between 1966 and 1982, when he retired, the school almost 
quadrupled in size, and grew from 2 to 51 professors.  Kozmetsky served as the mentor to 
Michael Dell in developing his computer business; Dell spent many hours with Dr. Kozmetsky 
at this house.  Both George and Ronya Kozmetsky were very involved in philanthropic 
activities in Austin.  At UT, he built the George Kozmetsky Center for Business Education.  
The Kozmetskys moved into a condominium in 2002 and sold the house to the RGK 
Foundation, which they had created to promote medical research.  The Foundation sold the 
house to Joseph Loiocano, who rented the house out.  The current owners, Jay Tassin and 
Brent Danninger, purchased the house in 2006. 
 
PARCEL NO.: 02110107260000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 2, Outlot 11, Division E, Anne Watt McClendon Subdivision. 
  
ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $15,631 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,841 (capped). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,350,013 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:  Jay Tassin and Brent Danninger 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1955 
 



ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Swimming pool (1967), library designed by Roland Roessner 
(1985); garage, breezeway, and woodshop (2006). 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Judge James W. and Anne Watt McClendon 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
LOCATION MAP 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To the members of the Historic Landmark Commission of the City of Austin: 
 
One of the major concerns of The Judges Hill Neighborhood, the only remaining predominantly 
residential neighborhood in downtown Austin, is to preserve its historic roots and, in so doing, 
the historic roots of the City of Austin. With their applications for historic status for their homes, 
the owners of the above-referenced properties, Megan Matsen Meisenbach and Jay Tassin, 
have stepped forward to help lead this struggle at a critical time in our city's history. As we once 
again face pressures for rapid downtown development, I want you to know that their 
applications have the overwhelming support of their neighbors in the Judges Hill Neighborhood. 
We hope that the Historic Landmark Commission will look favorably on their applications and in 
so doing transform their homes from mere personal assets to assets also for the history of the 
City of Austin and for our historic neighborhood. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Ben Schotz, President of the Judges Hill Neighborhood Association 
 
 

Landmark Commission 

City of Austin 

  

RE:    Support of Applicants for Landmark Status  

1)   McClendon-Kozmetsky House at 1001 W 17th  
2)   Matsen House at 1800 San Gabriel  

  

Dear Landmark Commission Chair. Members, and Preservation Officer:  

As owners of the mid-century modern Granger House and Perch, a national, state and city 
landmark, we are very sensitive to the need to preserve mid-century modern architecture and 
design within the City of Austin.   This particular style of architecture is often under appreciated 
and susceptible to demolition.  

As residents of the Judges Hill Neighborhood, we as well as others across the nation have come 
to appreciate the diversity of architecture that is contained within this last remaining garden 
district in the City of Austin.  There is discussion about a possible homes tour of our 
neighborhood by the National Historic Trust during its fall conference in 2010 hosted in Austin.  

Both homes listed on this communication are worthy of historic designation and deserve your 
full support.  

Very truly yours,  

  

Jeff Harper and Mark Seeger 

The Granger House and Perch 

805 W 16th Street 

Austin, Texas  78701-1519 

 



Dear Mr. Sadowsky, 

The history of Judges’ Hill Neighborhood is intertwined with many connections to Anne and 
Judge James Wooten McClendon, (1873 to 1972). He served as Associate Judge of the Texas 
Supreme Court and Chief Justice of the Court of Civil Appeals and owned a large area of land 
between West Avenue and Shoal Creek, near 15th Street. 

The McClendons built 3 houses in the Judges’ Hill Neighborhood including in 1906 the prairie, 
Spanish revival style McClendon-Price home (at 1606 Pearl). As a house to rent, they built the 
colonial, revival style Rectory of 1914 (at 1603 Pearl) both houses are City Landmark homes.  In 
1955 the McClendons built and lived in the modern ranch style house at 1001 West 17th, which 
was later purchased by Ronya and George Kozmetsky.  These three homes illustrate the diversity 
of styles in the neighborhood that surrounds them. 

Presented to the Historic Landmark Commission on April 26th, the McClendon’s last house is an 
anchor point for the preservation of Judges’Hill.  The property (C14-2010-0013) is particularly 
vulnerable to destruction and development because of its large lot and its proximity to the office 
building below it on Shoal Creek Blvd.  

Flanked by the 1928 Mediterranean style Ewell Nalle house and by the 1935 colonial, creole 
Taylor-Brewster house the McClendon-Kozmetsky home is definitely part of Judges’ Hill’s 
story.  This story of Judges’Hill, the only surviving historic downtown neighborhood of homes, 
cannot be told without the mid-century McClendon-Kozmetsky home.  Its practical cooling 
features and placement on the property behind its important huge live oak tree make it a model 
for green building. 

The neighborhood is full of history, but it is constantly of interest to developers which leads to 
city planning maps showing this area with DMU zoning, suitable for 60 foot buildings with 
possible cocktail lounges and funeral parlor, etc.  Having a home Landmark designated, seems to 
be the best way to help preserve this neighborhood, a valuable asset to the city. 

Thank you for your efforts to preserve the history of Austin. 

Sincerely, Megan Meisenbach 

 
Please consider this email as support for the historical zoning of the Kozmetsky-McClendon House at 1001 W. 17th. 
My family is privileged to live in the historic Judges' Hill neighborhood, and we want to support all efforts to 
preserve the beauty and historical character of urban area. In keeping with the neighborhood strategy to some day 
become an historic district, the owners of the Kozmetsky-McClendon House are making application for historic 
zoning. 
 
The Kozmetsky-McClendon House is qualified for a myriad of reasons that include, but are not limited to: 
 
    Landmark designation will help protect this mid-century home and its surrounding neighborhood from developer 
pressure to raze structures on large lots.  Judges' Hill has become, as a result of preservation efforts like this, an 
irreplaceable asset as downtown Austin's own historic garden district.   

  

       Judge McClendon, Chief Justice of the Civil Court of Appeals and attorney to 
prominent local sculptor Elisabet Ney, received his UT law degree in 1898.  He had this 
one-story home built for his final years, and while here was active in many civic 
positions and as a patron of local arts. 



  

       UT Business School Dean George Kozmetsky, with critical support from his wife 
Ronya, built the school into one of national importance during his stewardship.  Their 
extraordinarily generous gifts to the school and to Austin through their RGK Foundation 
continue to do good and inspire other local philanthropy.  Dr. Kozmetsky founded the 
IC² (Innovation, Creativity & Capital) Institute at UT where it has served as a technology 
incubator and helped set the stage for Austin as a high-tech center of excellence.  A 
lifelong educator, he had the library added to the home, where he served as mentor to 
students including Michael Dell.   

  

       The house, designed by Page Southerland Page, was built in 1955 as an early 
"passive" solar design.  Its east-west orientation, with deep southern eaves, no northern 
eaves and deciduous trees to its east and west, reduces summer heat gain while 
optimizing northern and winter natural light.  Its steep-pitched metal roof, carefully 
insulated ceiling and round gable vents combine with a series of fans to draw air from 
shaded areas through the attic to prevent superheating during hot weather.  The use of 
Austin Common brick gives this modern ranch variant a touch of local vernacular. 

       The National Trust has asked our neighborhood to host a candlelight walking tour 
during their conference.   They selected Judges' Hill because it is "an intact inner-city 
neighborhood with a variety of architectural styles — Victorian to Arts and Crafts to Mid-
Century Modern -- and a depth of colorful Austin history."  Designating Kozmetsky-
McClendon House, along with existing landmark Granger House and fellow nominee 
Matsen House, will preserve a critical mass of mid-century homes as examples of a 
third wave of design and construction from Judges' Hill's rich history. 
 
 
 
--  
Betsy Christian 
www.alliancedesign.org 
 
Alliance Design 
807 West 16th Street 
Austin, Texas 78701 
 
P 512 784 3915 
 

http://www.alliancedesign.org/

