
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0015 HLC DATE:  May 24, 2010 
 PC DATE:  July 13, 2010 
     
APPLICANTS:  Bill Pewitt and Shannon McCann, owners 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Warner Stewart House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1015 Gaston Avenue 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-2 to SF-2-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from family residence - standard lot (SF-2) district to family residence - standard lot – 
historic landmark (SF-2-H) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The Warner Stewart House qualifies for landmark designation for its significance in 
architecture and historical associations.  The ca. 1936 house is an excellent example of 
Southern Colonial Revival style, and is associated with Warner Stewart, the executive of 
the Austin Housing Authority during its greatest period of expansion in the 1940s and 
1950s. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from family residence - standard lot (SF-2) district to family residence – standard 
lot – historic landmark (SF-2-H) combining district zoning.  Vote:  6-0 (Leary ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning change from 
family residence - standard lot (SF-2) district to family residence – standard lot – historic 
landmark (SF-2-H) combining district zoning.  Vote:  6-0 (Small and Tovo absent). 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:  November 4, 2010 ACTION: Approved on first 
reading only. 

 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association 
 
Architectural Description:  
Two-story rectangular-plan side-gabled Southern Colonial Revival-styled frame house with 
a full-width, full-height porch on two-story square posts; the central entry is framed with 
multi-light sidelights and a large broken pediment molding; 8:8 fenestration. 

Historical Associations: 
The Austin Housing Authority was founded in 1937 with the passage of the Housing Act of 
1937, which provided federal assistance to local housing authorities.  Senator Lyndon Johnson 



was one of the principal authors of the Housing Act, and the Austin Housing Authority was one 
of the first three authorities in the country to receive federal funding, beginning the 
construction of Santa Rita Courts, the nation’s first public housing complex, in 1937.  Warner 
Stewart took over the helm of the Austin Housing Authority in 1946, and continued to build 
housing for low-income Austinites throughout his career.  When the Housing Act of 1954 
allowed for the construction of public housing for the elderly, Stewart was at the forefront of 
providing housing for those in need.  At the time of his death in 1961, he was about to get 
approval for a multi-story housing complex for the elderly in Austin. 
 
Warner Stewart was born in Matagorda, Texas in 1895; his father was a dry goods merchant 
there.  He attended the University of Texas, and was married and living in Austin by 1920, 
where is listed as living at 1205 San Antonio Street in the census report.  He was listed as a 
civil engineer.  He was a partner in the Knight and Stewart Tire Company in the late 1930s, 
then worked as a city inspector in the 1940s.  They purchased this house in 1943 from Virgil P. 
and Florry Patterson, who were the original owners of the property.  Patterson was a bank vice 
president, who evidently moved to the Amarillo area after selling this property to Warner and 
Mary Stewart.  After returning from World War II, Stewart became the executive director of 
the Austin Housing Authority, and oversaw the operations of five public housing projects 
comprising 800 units.  During his tenure as executive director, the Austin Housing Authority 
added to the original Santa Rita Courts, constructed Meadowbrook Homes in South Austin, 
and Booker T. Washington Terrace in East Austin. 
 
After his death in 1961, his widow Mary remained in the house; she remarried and sold the 
house in 1973 to William W. Krumpack, who worked for the IRS, and his wife Ann.  The 
Krumpacks lived here for four years, and sold it to Morris and Celeste Stark.  Morris Stark was 
a bank loan officer.  Chrys Dougherty and his wife Mary purchased the house in 1982; he was 
an assistant professor in the LBJ School of Public Affairs.  The current owners, Bill Pewitt and 
Shannon McCann, purchased the house in 1996. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  02160101050000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 24, Outlot 10, Division Z, Shoal Terrace 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $15,310 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,415 
(capped). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,147,872 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:  Bill Pewitt and Shannon McCann 
  1015 Gaston Avenue 
  Austin, Texas 78703 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1936 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  A garage addition was made in 1939; the den was 
constructed in 1959.  Other additions were constructed in 1980, 1986, 1996, and 2004 (see 
below). 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Virgil and Florry Patterson (1936) 
 



OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
`Sewer service permit to Virgil P. Patterson (1936) 

 

 
Building permit to Virgil P. Patterson for the construction of a frame addition to the garage 

(1939) 
 

 
Building permit to Warner W. Stewart for the construction of the den (1959) 

 



 
Building permit to Morris Stark for the construction of an addition (1980) 

 
Additional modifications were made in 1986 with the construction of a two-story addition, 
1996, with a kitchen addition, and another addition in 2004. 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
Warner Stewart’s World War I draft registration card (1917) 



 
 
 
 



 
Death notice of Warner Stewart 

Austin Statesman 
December 18, 1961 

 
Funeral notice for Warner Stewart 

Austin American, December 19, 1961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Obituary of Warner Stewart 

Austin American 
December 20, 1961 

 

Obituary of Warner Stewart 
Austin Statesman 
December 19, 1961 

 
 
 


