
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: CI4H-2010-0020 HLC DATE: May 24, 2010
PC DATE: July 13, 2010

APPLICANTS: Valerie and Michael Wevnand

HISTORIC NAME: Paul J. Thompson House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1507 Wooldridge Drive

ZONING FROM: SF-3 to SF3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence — historic landmark (SF3H)
combining district zoning.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:
The ca. 1937 Paul eJ. Thompson House qualifies for landmark designation for its
architectural and historical significance. The house was designed by prominent Austin
architect Roy Thomas and is an excellent example of Colonial Revival style. The house is
associated with Paul J. Thompson, the director of the School of Journalism at the
University of Texas, under whose leadership the School was established, and the Daily
Texan became one of the country’s leading student newspapers.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence — historic landmark (SF-3-
H) combining district zoning. Vote: 6-0 (Leary ill).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change from
family residence (SF-3) district to family residence — historic landmark (SF-3-H) combining
district zoning. Vote: 6-0 (Small and Tovo absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive
Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: December 16, 2010

ORDINANCE READING: 1ST 2 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association

Architectural Description:
Two-story rectangular-plan sidegablcd Colonial Revival-styled brick house with a central
entry framed with fluted pilasters and a segmental-arched pediment containing dentils.
The house is 5 bays wide with a symmetrical composition. Windows were originally 6:6
configuration; they have been replaced with 1:1 windows. The house was designed by Roy
Thomas, a prominent local architect who designed many houses in the Colonial Revival
style, as well as other period styles in the 1930s and 1940s.



Historical Associations:
The house was built in 1937 for Paul .1. and Bess Thompson. Thompson, a native of Illinois,
graduated from high school in Missouri and the University of Missouri. He came to Austin in
1919 to teach advertising at the University of Texas. He was instrumental in the re
establishment of the Department of Journalism at the University of Texas after Governor Ma
Ferguson cut all funding to the department. Under his guidance, the Department of
Journalism became the School of Journalism, and became a role model for standards of
excellence for national journalism school accreditation. The Daily Texan became one of the
most highly regarded student newspapers in the country under his direction. He was also
instrumental in the construction of the School of Journalism Building on campus. Professor
Thompson taught at UT for 45 years; he retired in 1959 and passed away in 1964. The house
passed out of the Thompson family in 1966. The current owners, Michael and Valerie
Weynand, purchased the house in 1995.

PARCEL No.: 01150108020000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The West Central 85 feet of the North 168.9 feet of the Josephine
L. Fisher Reservation

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: 816.659 (owner-occupied): city portion: 82.633
(capped).

APPRAISED VALUE: $1,251,111

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS:
Michael and Valerie Weynand
1507 Wooldridge Drive
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT: ca. 1937

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Additions were made to the house in 1966, 1980, and 2009.
The windows have been replaced. Historic photographs show 6:6 Colonial Revival-styled
windows on the front of the house; these have been replaced with 1:1 windows.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Paul J. and Bess Thompson (1937)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.



II:
,! .i

Ik ‘‘

4f,• ji’

•b •

Z?i.



LOCATTON MAP

§ 1 J PENDING CASE

L _JzONING

CASE NUMBER:C14H-2010-0020
ADDRESS: 1501 WOOLORIDGE DR

AREA: .3710 AC.
GRID: H24
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Paul J. Thopeon 1507 rooldstdge 0r.
• 89x154
258

.losepbite L. Fisher

2—story briok veneer res. & box ger.

1E-7n — 7—29—37

3—24-77—--—#1631&6 Chants Crites owner
frye acc tidy, not to be used for living purposes
$8, 000 00

Building permit to Paul J. Thompson for the construction fo the house and garage (1937)

.
C Connection Charge $_/2S.N-

Applicdtion for Sewer (onnectiom. N? 1

Austin,

To the Superintendent of Sewer and Public Improvements,
City of Austin, Texas

Sir:—

\ I hereby make application for sewer connection end instruc

tions on premises owned

I c&oj7tj44’ ‘ Street
f9ccr.tt - -

further described as lot block__, outlot___

subdivision:LZft4 division____,

wh!ch to be used as a

In this p]ae there are to be instaIl?d__ fixtures.

- I agree to pay the City Sewer ThepartmeM the regular ordi-
nance charge

-

jDewctfu1l -

4 rL:P4
-

- 193’ ,za

Size of MaistZ4._Jnches. i;,/./sf

- Size of Service9L_------1.nches.14, ,
_f7seet Deeps

±L_Feet from Pruperty Line

JLtseet from CurbtLine--/-- -
_-

Inspected

j cw%.made

Sewer service connection to Paul J. Thompson (1937)



W. R. Long III ADDRESs 1507 Wooldrtdge

PLAT 158 LOT B

SUBDIVISION Pemberton fits Sec I

OCCUPAIICY Bedroom & Bath
OWNERS

OLD PERMIT 101303 DATE 10-25-66 ESTINPaE 3,000.00

CONTRACTOR Andrew S. Patton NO. OF FIXTURES 3

WATER TAP REC # SEWER TAP REC #

flame Additior. tp Sca&rs to Brick Residence

Building permit to W.R. Long for the construction of an upstairs addition (1966)

. WNER Mr & Mrs,Cahrles CritaRESS 1507 Woolrjdge Dr.

PLAT 158 LOT B RIK 2

SUBDIVISION Pemberton Hts. Sec. I

OCCUPANCY Adrip to rpc

25 80 OWNERS 30 000.00BLDG. PERMIT # 193484 DATE
— ESTTWATF

CONTRACTOR Hudson Cosnt NO OF FTXTIIPFc

WATER TAP REC# SEWER TAP RECØ

Addo to res & remodel
176 sq.ft.

Building permit to Charles Crites for the construction of an addition (1980)
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A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING

PROJECT INFORMATiON:

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY

lTENVEHL%jATE:’1 ha FILE NUMBER(SCJ1.{ 4’-’Jrln- oo’t D
TENTATIVEPCorZAPD T
TENTATIVE CC DATE: CITY INITIATED: YES 1 NOCASE MANAGER: — ROLLBACK: YES/NOAPPLICATION

BASIC PROJECT DATA:

1.OWNER’SNAME: V4 Ievi’t “\ i’c_ke[ kAJty’vsci..J
2.PROJECTNAME: he son b4stcAi
3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range): I Cp7 tin. IJ.-,d4a.

ZIP ‘1 t7 03 COUNTY: 7r4 y, .

IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:
LOCATED FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N. S. E W. (CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF

(ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO), WHICH ISAPPROXIMATELY DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH CROSS STREET.

C) ccc,D -SL Cj C3 Lg4
kd

4. ACRES 3fl lb OR) SO.FT._____________

6. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:

EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES) SQ. FT PROPOSED PROPOSEDZONING USE (IF MORE USE ZONING
. THAN 1) /)5F3 SF- 3—14

RELATED CURRENT CASES:

ICTIVE ZONING CASE? (YES FILE NUMBER:
7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES flf FILE NUMBER:
8. SUBDIViSION? (YES FILE NUMBER:
9. SITE PLAN? (YES /‘fl5)) FILE NUMbER; F

pa,

C

k

AREA TO BE RE2O:

Revised February 15, 2005 7



PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (SUBDIVISION REFERENCE OR METES AND BOUNDS):

10,. SUBDIVISION REFERENCE Name Pats-r.Lev4q....
Block(s) tM(s) ‘J Outlot(s)

___________________

at Bock:

________________Pege

(Ai

___

lob. METES AND BOUNDS (Attach two coj,ies of certified field notes if subdiv ioi, rkerence Is aci c-v.
zoning includes partial lots)

K

{ 11. VOLUME: PAGE: co9oS TAXPARCELI.NO.

OTHER PROVISIONS:

12. IS PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT I OVERLAY ZONE? YE NO
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCDNP, etc)_______________________________

13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NAJJONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT?’ YES NO
14. IS A TIA REQUIRED? YS 41O1 (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS N HANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY:_____________________
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S):__________________________________________________________

OWNERS TYPE:

15. SOLE _COMMUNITY PROPERTY PARTNERSHIP CORPORATION

If ownership is other than sole or community property, list IndNlduals/partnerslprincipals below cc attach separate sheet,

OWNER INFORMATION:

IONIS. OWNER CONØO!AJ
on/ NAME: ‘cr;e.SIGNATURE__________________________________

FIRM NAME:________________________________ TELEPH6NE NUMBER: I g’WZY”STREETA3ESS:
CITY:

,/Et7
SAT ZIP000€: 7t1n’

EMAJLADDRESS: tRIW€7b%A.S ;tj1nh_(.flt*

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

(

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL ID.:

1

Revsed February IS. 2005 B



0. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUSMITrAL VERICATION

My signature attests to the fact that the. attached application package complete mid accurate to the best of myknowledge. I understand that proper City staff review of tus appitation Is dependent upon the accuracy of the nIOm,W
provided and that any inaccurate or inadequate information provided by rue/my firm/etc., may delay the poper review of
this application.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
ND E FIRM REPJ4ESENT D, IF APPLICABLE.

—

SIQIL.

‘NrLLSL4IflC___
Naqie (Typed orPrin

-

Finn (If applicable)

INSPECTiON AUTHORIZATiON

As owner or authorized agent, my signature authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

K

F-

1

(

Dt

Name (Typed or Printedi

Finn (W applicable)

q,cr
Revised February 5, 2005 9



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,

Restrictive Covenants
and I or

Zoning Conditional Overlays

, ck.l knNICC‘Lay. checked for subdivision plat notes. deed
restrictions,

(Pn,it nan,. or appIicin)

restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses and/cr requiring certain
development restrictions i.e height, C s, sçjeening etc. on this property, located at

1c07 (AJa41L1,I
(Addrns or

If a conflict should result with the request I am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision plat notes,
deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays it will be my responsibility to resolve
it I also acknowledge that I understand the implications of use and/or development restrictions that are a
result of a subdivi&on plet notes, deed restrictions, restrictive co’wenar,ts and/or toning conditional overlays.

I understand that if requested, I must provide copies of any and all subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions,
restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlay information which may apply to this property.

(Applicant’s signatur.) (Date)

Ut0
ç,c

Revised February 15, OOS 10



TAX CERTIFICAfl NO 1054987
Nelda Wells Spears f

Travi County Tax Assessor-Co1i..Jtor
P,O. Box 1748

Austin Texas 78767
(51k) 854—9473

a..COUNT NUMBER: 01-1501-0802-0000

PROPERTY OWNER; PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

WEYNAND MICHAEL .7 & VALERIE W CEll 85FT OF N 168.O9FT FISHER JO
VALERIE WEYNAND SEPHINE L RESERVATION
1507 WOOLDRIDGE DR
AUSTIN, TX 78703-2531

ACRES .0000 MIN% .000000000000 TYPE

SITUS INFORMATION: 1507 NOQLDRIDGE DR

This is o certify that after a careful checicof tax records of this office, thefollo.nq taxes, aelinquent taxe, penalties and interests are due on the
describea property of rue following tax unit(s):
YEAR ENTITY TOTAL2009 AUSTIN ISE ALL PAID*

CITY OF AUSTIN (TRAV) *ALL PAID
TRAVIS COUNTY •ALL PAID
TRAVIS COUNTY HEALThCARE DISTRICT *ALL PAID*
ACC (TRAVIS) *ALL PAID

TOTAL SEQUENCE 0 *J PAID*

TOTAL TAX: ‘ALL PAID*
UNPAID FEES: * NONE *

INTEREST ON FEES: * NONE
COMMISSION; * NONE *

TOTAL DUE , *ALL PAID*

( (ES PAID FOR YEAR 2009 $21,434.20

ALL TAXES PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING THE YEAR 2009 EXCEPT FOR JNPAIDYEARS LISTED ABOVE.
The above deçcnbed property may be subject to special valuation based on itsuse, and additional rolLback taxes may become due. (Section 23.55, StateProperty Tac Codç
Pursuant to Section 31.98,of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
$10.00 for all Tax Certificates.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF 04/09/2010 - - --

Nelda Wells Spears
Fee Paid: $10.00 Tax Assessor-collector

By: !(fi ut.C

CERDAC printed on 04/09/2010 4 10:23:33:75 Page#

hat’,
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C Deed Chronology
1507 Wooldridge

(

C-

Ilansaction Volume/Page Date

Josephine Lacille Fisher 559(388 1-6-1937
to

Paul J and Bess Thompson

Adrain L Park (son-Bess Park Thompson) 3190/2160 10-1-66
to

Wit Lang 111 and Carol Tyler Long

W.R. Long 111 and Carol Tyler Long 5647/819 12-1-76
to

Charles It & Mildred Cites

Mildred Holmes Crites 11352/1242 1-14-1991
to

Charles Robert Crites

Charles Robert Crites 12068/2231 11-15-1993
to

Donna MeCutcheon & John S. Crainger

Donna McCutcheon & JohnS. Grainger 1-30-1995
to

Michael J. & Valerie Weynand



(.

( Chronological Listing of Owners/Occunants
1&OZ3VnoN

Cky Dircctoiy Research
April 2010

1937 No lating for 1507 Wooldridge
Note, Paul Thompson and wife fless listed at 707W 31st St.
U.T. Professor

1939 Paul J. Thompson (Bess)-LJ.T. Professor

1941 Paul J. Thompson (Bess)-U.t Professor

1947 Paul J. Thompson (Bess)-(J.t Professor

1949 Pad J. Thompson (Bess).U T. Professor

1952 Paul J. Thompson (Bess)-U.T. Professor

I
1954 Paul J. Thompson (Bess)-U.t Professor

1967 Paul J. Thompson (Bess)-U.T. Professor

1960 Paul J. Thompson (Bess)-U.T. Professor

1962 Paul J. Thompson (l3ess)-U.T. Professor

1964 Paul J. Thompson (Bess)-Directcr U.T.
Note: George E West (Jeanne)-Engineer Hunter Eug.
Residence: 2104 Bowman

1965 George F. West (Jeanne) -owner

Engineer @ Hunter Eng.

1966 George F. West (Jeanne)-owner
Texas Highway Dept.

1%? Wdliam it Long Ill-Owner
Assistant Attorney University of Texas
Note; No listing for George West

ç,G



1968 William R Lo06 Ill-Owner
Assistant Attorney Unvers,tv of Texas
Note: No listing hr George West

1974 Robert W, Long Ill (Carol)-Owner
Trust Oflicer @ the UT. System

176 Robert W. Long 111 (Carol) -Owner
Trust Officer @ the UT. System

1977 Robert W. Long 111 (Carob-Owner
Trust Officer @ the UT. System

178 Charles R Crites (MiI]y)-Owner
Investments

198t Charles R Crites (MilIy)-C)wner
Investments

1984 Charles R. Crites (MilIy)-Owner
Investments-I 14W. 7th Street #717

1987 Charles R. Crites (MilIv)-Owner
Investments-I 14 W. 7th Street #717

1990 Brian Bailey (No business listing)

1992 Charles it Crites-owner
No business listing

V



The Paul J. Thompson House
1507 Wooldridge

The Paul J. Thompson House was built around 1937 or 1938 by Rny Thomas for Paul and
Bess Thompson. Thomas designed a number of important Austin buildings from the i920s
through the 1950s. One of his first jobs was serving as resident architect for the Austin Hotel
on Congress Avenue just south of the Capitol Building. The Herbert Bohn House at 1301 W
29th Street, a modernistic Art Deco stucco residence sited over Shoal Creek is one of his
most memorable designs. Other works irifludc the Stcpkcn F. Austin Haiti. R.obcrt S. Lice
Elementary School, Tarrytown Methodist Church. and Ebenezer Baptist Church.

For almost 30 years and until his death, Paul and Bess Thompson lived in the house. Before
building this home, the Thoinpsons lived at 707W. 31st. Sometime after Mildred and Charles
Crites bought the house in 1976, noted landscape architect Coatsworth Pinkney redesigned
the grounds for tile house.



Biogranhy of Paul .1. Thompson

lie was called the &dfothe, ofJournalism and Mn Jounwiism of Texas, and hi5 pioneering efforts

led to the growth and establishment of the School of Journalism at the University of Texas,

In 1890, Paul 3. Thompson was born in Quincy, Illinois. He graduated from the University

of Missouri in 1914. After serving in World War 1. Thompson worked on newspapers in

Mssoun, Iowa and Montana before dedding to teach. He came to the University of Texas in

1919.

In the years leading up to 1925, the journalism school at U.T. would land in the crossfire oa

political battle waging between then-Texas governor James Ferguson and Dean WiLliam

Mayes, who had been the organizer and director of the School of Journalism since it was

established in 1913. Dean Mayes had been one of those whom Gov. Ferguson earlier

demanded be dismissed from the University faculty and Go”. Ferguson’s fight with the

University administration had been an important factor in his impeachment in 1917.

Subsequently, Governor M5’ Ferguson’s disastrous cuts in appropriations wiped out the

Journalism department. so when Thompson arrived in 1919. he began teaching advertising in

the School of Business Mministration.

Thompson became the guiding influence that brought the Department of Journalism back

into being and was made chairman of the Department in 1927. The Department evolved into

the School of Journalism. Thompson served as head of the school for 31 years until retiring

to director of emeritus in 1958.

One 0f Thompson’s proudest achievements was the construction 0F the new journalism

building on the U.T. campus. In order to insure that the dedication ceremony of the new

building would not be stullS’, Thompson brought Dr. Mberto Gainza Paz, editor 0f

Argentina’s famous La Prensa, to speak. Dr. Paz had been forced into exile because of

Dictator Peron’s suppression of freedom of the press. The dedication of the new building took

place in 1952 with Dr. Paz speaking on “Journalism in the Fight for Freedom.”

Dr. DeWitt C. Reddick, who became director after Thompson’s retirement, said of

Thompson: “The School 0f Journalism at the University is th creation of Paul 3. Thompson.

Prom 1919, the school was the center of his professional liFe--he dedicated himself to its

development. There are thousands ofjournahsm e’-students in prominent places on

newspapers and magazines and in advertising agencies throughout the country whose lives

have been strengthened through association in the classroom with Mr Thompson.”
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Professor Paul 3’. Thompson To Be Honored

By Texas Journalists At March 31 Banquet

DROFESSOR PAUL J. THOMP
‘ SON, completing thirty years as
a teacher of journalism at the Uni
versity of Tcxas, will be honored
by ‘lexas newspaper men and women
at a dinner March 31 in the Crystal
Ballroom., Driskill Hotel, Austin,
Texas, as one of the opening events
of this year’s Round-Up Program.

A gruduate of th€ LJnivenity of
Missouri, Mr. Thompson cane to the
University of Texas in 1919 as an
instructor in advertising. At the time
of the disastrous cut in appropria
Lion! by Governor “Ma” I’ erguson
that wiped out the Journalism De
partment, he remained to Leach ad
vertising in the School of Business
Administration. Since hat time he
has been the guiding influence that

brought the Department of Journalism back into being and directed its
growth until today it ranks in enrollment second or third in the country.
this growth was clImaxed this year with changing the department into a
School of Journalism and with the announcement that a new Journalism
Building will be included in the University’s building program.

Invitations to the dinner have been mailed to approximately 900 grad.
uates of the department—all whose present addresses can be ascertained,
Invitations have also been extended to newspaper men and women over
the state who have shown an interest in the University’s journalism program.
Any person who would like to attend the dinner will be welcome, stated
Wayne C. Sellers, chairman of the Steerinj Committee. Tickets may be
secured for $2 by writing to the Paul J. rhompson Appreciation Fund,
Room 815, Brown Building, Austin.

The idea for the appreciation dinner grew out of a dinner table con
versation of a group of newspapermen at a pres. convention. One after the
other, these men began recalling favors done for them and for the profession
by Mr. Thompson. and finally they came around to the belief that such
service should not pass unnoticed, Particularly, have er-students shown an
appreciation far the news-letter that Mr. Thompson laboriously compiled
and circulated during the war yean to help axes all over the world to keep
up with each other,

Members of the Steering Committee for the dinner are as fellows: Wayne
C. Seliers, Ft. Worth Star-Telegram, Chairman; DeWitt Reddick, University
of Texas, vice-chairman; George M. Clarke, ‘lazes Safety Association, Austin,
treasurer; Nathe Baghy, Leche and Leche, Dallas Tonime Csl1, San Antonio
Expresa.Evening News; Arthur Coleman, San Antonio Express-Even’mg
News; Joe T. Cock, Minion Times; Charles K- Devell, Kilgore News Herald;
Jack Doiph, United Press, Dallas; Jon Ford, San Antonio Express-Evening
News; Lloyd Gregory, Houston Post; Bill Murphree, Southwestern Engraving
Company. Ft. Worth; Kathleen Bland Smith, Houston Post; C. W. Tabb,
Texas Newspaper Publishers Association, Dallas; Deskin Wells, Wellington
Leader; and Richard West, The Dallas Morning News.

Pan! J. Thompson, Professor of
Journalism
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joururl Ism i a c ii I C y Profewsi

Thornpx’n rev—I Let a dretun die

I Ic realized liii dreams of a Lull

nlged school of ;ournalisrn i-rca

ed A its the erect it,., of a I ‘call tin I.

modern jeu ‘a I tam building and

tiw establishment of a rianonall,

aerlairneil Journalism Library. And

ñnaLly the building of the Texas

Si uderir Pub] cat ions (ci a posi ION

coveted by most colleges and omit-

ye, sit s in site land -

Under his gti dame, the jon nal

is,n u, ricn urn at he 13 ncvt’rst iy

because one lvii ir h was copied as

a model (or standards of e,ccellenr-r

for national jorn nal sin school tie

r? edi t.t lion,

Pt oil-soil Tliotiipsmsn a wdac per

si ma lily and an stere appeam ante

terre malt lied Iiy a comuinuomis

tompasion lot each student and

a good hnrnnrrtt tisioLle nhich

never cit his ces.
lie loved to tell jokes a id re

ii ion t Imumorotis incidents to his

.sn,den ts during F. asses. II r loved

to be of lie Ip pem sona ly to t hose

who sought his advice. At the same

I irne he proved a consta III c ham-

imOfl ‘4 ethics in a urn;. Ii on
“Pant J.,” as he was aifect,ona’e

ly known. was a one-itlari student

ellI]Jloymerlt buieat, far thoie who

needed jobs to stay in school. U pun

heir sad ma di in lie wrote the

ki nil of let lets ‘hi4 r goi h’s’m,,dents

per jobs Ofl newspapers I

worked unceasingly for scholar

ships for Si ider is- and go! i ho it’

but ing WarP! War II, Prcjfcsoi

I hoiripson sent cncouragemcllt to

c-x-,tudcmsis in the Service via

‘]ettc-I from home which Lie Is

soriotisly typed himself at nigimi

and scot ‘a (ar-flung plates to the

world a [trait every three niroaths.

t: nil t-r fits d ret lot-, time tic pan

Fient of jolnriialisin blossomed into

a tchoc,i of jon’ ,,,lomrl—- 4nd lie

blossomed into a livtn legend
uriong die sFrttleilts. cs-stttdent.s

and faculty.

- I ii bin, name iii. n honors, in

chiding the highly valued tJnivr-r

ii ,v of Is! issoun A s’s ni lot- I) is

ti ngti islteil Service to journalism in

19!i3 and election w the Ns,ional

font nit lion Hall c1 Honor at Mis

setirl jr I 95J.
Ac cite nine of his appal ntmenl

as d reetol cmt-m i tus of tIme School

of 3otmrnai sin, the Paid J - Ii onap

‘on A p[sreciation Fund St iS esta

I,s-.I end -, laige dinner ham ttVen

n hi, ho nor
Born iii Ouii ci, III., or, Septem

i-c, [Xiii’, 1 hotn1non rC(eivcd

a N in 1914 Itoos the l!nivcrmlty

of \l isso at . Ftc earned Its MA
[mum the lint vcrsi I-y of Texas in
1919

Newspaprm en which ic worked
nitor to joining the liT las olty in
cm let! sevet at tn NI jason ri, Iowa,

Nlontar,a and Texarkana.

‘I - Fitnopson served a term as na
I tonal pm esde lit nil the A flier ‘car’
Asstii iatonl iii School and Dr-putt

‘flea t of j nuns if km.
in all is-li,, knew die kind. ‘in
e, remnarkahie “Paul j’ he was.

in tIred. ‘Mc. Journal sin’ of ilis

Leittury. And liii works shine am
hr gist as time gold in the ;, nuiver

tam-y whirl, also has hot mnred I, hr

clot ing its celebration year — 311

Greet,, de Texas, pi mit-ti in

Spanish in lSl3 is he earliest

newspaper -es’omclcd iii Texat his

tory. XV1I lism Shah-n antI !ose Al

ware,. de Toledo published one or

IWO issues of the newspaper, at -

to the Texas Almanac.

I

K THOMPSON,utv. Iota professor emeritus of liii University of text,

Se_tSj pt$.mnoau.m, retcJves an engr.ee4i plaque front TPA Pm, Sake S”nyth,
Lib.rtfVThdIntgt 11959 dinner honoring the journalism educator upon bia

relirenent it, 194S. The plaque railed attention to the reai s.rviee Profenor

Thompson had rendered tIme press oh Texas during his 45 years at, the ,oufl,stlam

faculty,

THE TEXAS PRESS MISSENGE — J*NISAEV 1t45 ‘3



THE UNIVERSITY

four
are retired

sal J. Thompson, director emeritus
of the SChOOl of Joornalism, was hoc
ed Decesnbcr 6 by more than 450
former smdents, newsmen and friends
arrendini a banquet in the Main Ball

of the Texas Union.
Addressing an audience including

newsmen which represented an esti
mated circulation of four million,
Thompson predicted a trend toward
Larger journalism schoob stressing re
ned, and gradurn work.

The retired director urged the for
mation of a School of Journalism and
Communications at The University as
a means of competing with other top
schools adorn the coontry The pro
posed school would include ooroalism,
drama, speech and radio and television,

“Mass cccimimicariona he said,
Thee the m powerful su’gk influence
in our society today. The roic of a
jouzmlist in oar society is as important
as that of the teacher, he preacher
or the doctor,’

Thompson, one of the four heads of
Univeniry School, and colleges to
•etire recently, will continue to teach
in the School of Jmrnaln. Dr Dr.
Wiat Iteddick, associate dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences, is acting
director.

-r —. -

______

b_ —

MR, AND MRS PAUL 3. THOMPSON — PLAQUES AND APPLAUSE



The-,&4G ,yean
Thompson spent on the
the University of Texas in tnctug,.admlnisjration, rflqqrch a4)pta -ing, covered the developmefiflt”debof the patioWs major scNoojs ofJouftallym. He *as one *f t9plsntfhovérs, the man witiz,a IMoàwkalivtd to see it attained, of b,ringngthe School of Jourballthn to4-tional recogniUon. ‘-His active tenure - as dk’Øn at ;Ihe school. forn1c4r,b9. 4cpagtfl%%’ot journalism, sk*- the grUt.stlorward when the.,E4itu.an ade4iate journaUn

Then, evem as Paul. thsua lfl:1958 laid aside the administrativeduties of his position, a broad develdf,ment progratjzffl, the schoolwas added.
He came to tle UnIverqity in 1919,only a short time after the 6epbrt-merit of journalism had been at’ated and had surviyed thu polittaqifeuding, of the James E. Ferqson.administration in 1911. Thompsonjoined the orlglnai dreCtor, the let-met Lieusenan Govstnqr. Will. R.Mays, in building up the schooland. then In 1927 succeedef asdlrWctor. Alter his retirement at dlrectO in 1958, Sø save most of)iistime to the writing of a massivebank op newspaperlng; and themanuscript had beep completed only,a wnk before ; heart attack claimedhis life.

• T)ompson’s vislgn inspired the f
loris of ma h 7; ‘and those he
.wo*ked with in earlier days carried

- dn Into the- achievements of today,
fl for instanep r. DeWitt Reddick,Lwho succØded him as director ofschool1lls Øncerity ppd serious
nes of purpose guided many sin4êhts-to the suvcsful beginnings of
cériers In journalism.

HIS was a,u,seful.lite, the measure‘p1 whIch could be found only it hisbeneficial fnfluenfl .upoh. manyousands of young people could beded, and tq that, added the conbutlng fsctbr 6! bIb achievements\brlnglng the school to its statusbteeerit and future service to the
4iCle Of Texas.
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PAUL smo8 meac

flnj Jemeinge Thsai was born in iincy, IlL, Septaber 26,

1890, one of three children of VIUtaf. and Cal,pernla (OiAe&sge)

The family sved to rahn ., where be lived most of his

boyhood and ti*th.

While Lu bii school, ha worked in the afternoon and Saturdays

for the Clark County Coufler, the weekly newspaper published in hoke

Ke was adiaat.d from high school in 1908, the year journaj.iea was first

established as an aateA.alo dSsciplino in an American tmiveraity, at the

University of tesonri. Tnlr4.tg the mcnenj to ge to college, he worked

two year. as a fufl-Use employee on the Clark Q?unty Courier. On his

savings, he entered the aol of Journalism at the lkiversit7 or Itssouri

in 1910, and was gn4uated in three end a ball yarW destined to he one

the tseouri vanguard Inspired by Dean Walter Williams to espouse the

honor of the press and to spread JourzaJ.ia education serves the nation.

After graduation, he was successively assistant editor of the

Clark CLnU.ty Courier, editor of the Soon (A,.) Rcublloan, and a fler

of the advertising department of the Cedar Valley Times in Vinton, wa,

TAiring World ib.r I, the Axw tinned him down twice for being too tM.n

and underweight. The third time, be volunteere6, be irns accepted and

sent to Cq ItArthur near Jêco, teas. While there, he met and earned

Mrs. Bess ark (nee Gentry) of fteo. After the Armistice, he took his

bride and young stepson, Adrian, to filings, )bntana, where he worked

1
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on the Biflings zette. A bitter cold winter, a wife hcaesick for

Tens, and a reocasadatico by Dean lalter Willisas Boon broia_bt bin

beak to Tens to teach jourzsil.

In Septeaber, 1919, Paul Tbcapsot Joined the faculty of the

School of JauJ.ia at lb. University of ‘fern as adjunct professor.

Although Souri1i s housed Lu an unpainted wrtlae )tk1 the f’jtn

of the ftve-year-oià school looked pn.isimg. In 2925, however, it

became an expendable p. of Teas politics, when Governor Itrism A.

Ferguson deleted the appropriation for Journaliam along with that for

floe Arts in the biennia budget of The University of Tens.

With the aboliaheent of the School of Journai.i, all meabers

of the etaff left the Univenitj eroept Paul tpscc. Feeling an

obU.gstioc to the students already r4tted to a Jouniails degree, sad

deeply convinced that the honor of journalia education was on trial,

be k.],pqd to work out a mesas of carrying on a sufficient progit of

courses in Journaliü and advertising under the aegis of the College of

aisinees Administration to eoabl.e journalism ajors to graduate with the

B. 3. degree dazrl.ng the next two years. While taWh.g re than a full

load of courses, he also studied for a aster’s degree st the University,

receiving the M.B.A. in August, 1927.

With the defeat of Governor Perpeon in the elaction of 1926,
It. son reisSued at the Univer.ity to reorp.nise the teaching of

journalime under a departmental status in the College of Arts and Sciences.

In 1927, he became Chsin,an of the new Department and was authorized to

hire one adiitiooaJ. faculty anther. Re managed, however, to have a teach

ing stan of four by persuading the head of the University 11ev. and
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Infnti aareau to teach two cowses and the bead of student publica

tions to teach one course --with no extra pay the tint year.

With profound dedication to his work, be aJtea the Departoent

of Joursiia forward by the gre±iai process of institutionbmi41Aing.

One of the tint building blocks shaped to fit the needs of the University

cinity as nil as the needs of the Departaent of Journalism .s the

ramdeling of Texas Student Publications, The. Throuji his position on

the board of directors, and drawing ion ore then seven years of news

paper experience, an intiate wridug flov3sdge of student publications

pine’ at ffissouri, at bL eduetion Is business aAaii4stration, he

brought shout business procedures end a fl’—e11policy so sound that

in time Tens Student PW3.ications became a a,del to be copied at any

colleges and universities in the stia.

A companion building black which he fashioned during the same

period we the integration of laboratory work in reporting and editing

courses with the news-editorial work of The iii3 Texan, while at the

same time acht.viñg a separation of editorial control of the Tent frai

the Departoeet of Journali en and. the University aAi1 station. ‘

placing responsibility for the content at the Texan in the ‘“. of the

volunteer staff of students, and at the same time assuring continuity

of policy through a faculty-student board of directors, he Isplemented

a policy which pvc Journalia students a daily working eple of

freedxn of the press and the iaturing experience of responsibility.

The Texan became a student newspaper tI*t in au-round qauty ranked

second to none in the country, sad it provided a standard and a daily

opportunity for 3ourria34sa students to “learn by doing” and. “to teach
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one another.” There ‘as nothing unique in at association between student

publications and Jouma].i d.eperent, but the rnrlmbly effective

balance achieved, between cooperation and independence, between responsi

bility sad freedom, between 4nction and Initiative was unique. The

interaction of these incediente ade a better Institution for )ournalin

edna.

In a decade when it was o— for profeesiozal scimola to

peck cunic”I‘ with profeniosl courses, *. Thompson aligned the

journalia cunicuba with the basic degree reqaireaents of Arts and

Sciences, establiahing a proportion of three-fourths liberal arts to

one-fourth professional education for the B. 3. degree. This ratio

beass one of th. staalards of excellence for ticnal journaita school

aocredi.atton some twenty years later. It was another solid building

block that would endure in the institution Paul Thn.jiaon was creating.

A Jourzalin Library became his nat objective. Working throudi

the NaSa Library, he systtioa11j- accumulated the books and periodicals

related. to the new fields of journalia. and advertising. Bk kept his

personal card catalogue on journafla books and periodicals up to date,

classified by sub3ect, and complete. After years of such preparation,

a gift of $WOO from the student chapter of Theta 8i Phi provided the

necessary stimulant to get the Jourzeli Library started as a sejsrate

unit in the Journalism D4lAing. In 1948, a visiting accreditation teas

rated the library as one of the best journalism collections in the country.

Although stern in the classroom end, severe in grading, he bed.

a compassion for etiadents earning their own way end a sincere concern

for student problems. Students sensed. his austere meaner as only
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“classroom deep,” and vhen in trouble, they sought his counsel. Ctc.

when a editor ms put on enforced vitMxtwl, W. Thompson staged

a “sit-in” at the Dean ‘s office until the student as given a sec

oheace. Us advised on. student to leave school because he as iasting

his parents’ money. When the student turned serious, he helped him

organize a student advertising club. today that sttdient ba4j the

advertising of one of America’s largest corporation. aa club which

he organized. a the University has become Alpha Delta S&, professional

advertising fraternity. Through situations like these, he established close

personal friendships with hundreds of students; and these friendships en

dured through the years after graduation.

When the depression of 1929-33 intensified student problems,

)h. Thompson intensified his efforts in their bebeif. He became a one

men student employnt bureau for journal students who needed part -

time jobs to stay in school. When the National Youth AAsln4stration

allotted mcne for student aid to the University, he obtained more than

a proportionate share of jobs for journalism students through proposals

of imrtbwtile projects. On NYA financial aid, one student under It.

Thompson’s direction compiled the records of an sports events in the

Southwest Conference--a project never before attençted. This work became

the accepted record of the Conference and the basis of statistj.c,aJ. com

parison in Southwest sports reporting. Another student started a caus

pail in the manner of the Gallup Poll; a year later he made it a national

college poll. to time it became The tens Poll--now in its 26th year serv

ing the Tens press. It find jobs for graduating seniors, It. Thompson

wrote the kind of letters that sold publishers, editors, and advertising

managers on University of Dens journalism ajors.
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Alt&u prcoupie4 with taebing, dep.rtaett.sl duties, and

stient affairs, )fr. Thson kept his own education updated with a

bidgeted progress of reading. In the szer. at 393) end 1931, he d1

further graduate stidies at 0311M.a University, and at the University

of’ Oiicsgo. e as pzted to full. professor at The University of Tens

in 1929, and side a eaer of the Gnd*ate Faculty in 1931. Also, it

was during this period that he was rat active in the work of the (Yaiver

city IbtZmdi.t Church.

Centre). to t’. p.on’ u pb11oeopy of Life end work was an

abiding concern for the integrity of the press. r his standards, a

Journalist who “booted” as )As4 for ruin. A Journalist who took a

bribe as a blackguard and scoundrel. In S. 320, his course in Itbios

of Jourasli required of at. 3ournalin ajors, he lectured vigorously on

unbiased reporting, racial tolsreaoe, and dangers of distortion of the

news. the press rests grave pubLic responsibility, he insisted, and

no men or n shoulsi enter the profession who is unwifliog to ugo1.d

the highest ideals of public service. nestly at sternly he charged

his students with these solan responsibilities. ‘flias he took the bright

torch of press j!1 (a from Dean Welter ItLU.iea at in turn placed it

in the “dg of hundreds of University of Tea.s gr*dstes.

For those who bay him, 1W. Thompson’s character was one of

the constants in life, the sea in classroom, office, social gathering

on or off census. Though always courteous and considerate, he never

indulged in polite, meaningless praises merely to sen agreeable to

others. At pertles, dinners, sad. cuijysaicas, those who sought to .ne

hiss in light chitchat were UW.y to find thaselves plnngnA into a

discussion of a sipificant topic, and having no way to retreat.
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In thes. aye, “Paul. S.” became a living igs..a ameng Journalla

students and a part of the conscience of each iMJ.vidusl who took a course

•n’r hi. or who as Baaelated with hi. for any aonsidsnbls length of
time.

In vhetev.r orpsizationaj. work lb. Thcpaon participated, be

as a stalwart. H. a. an ardent saber of M Delta au, men’s journalia
fraternity. He as founder and early president of the Soutanstert Jour

ella Cons.... Re belonged end attended the aeettngs of the

Teas Pro.. Association 594 of the South Tens Press AssocIation, serving

as Qnimam of the Judges Citte. for STPA nwepap.r oontests continu

atei.y from 193) to 3947. During the auriss bc3.iday period he duti

fully attended the conventions at the Americas Association of &hools

and Deyerta.nte of Journelia. This as the pont orgtai.ation in

jourmali 5a education during the early decades. Through the discussions

of th. AMOS, darc university t”tion in Journslia r3.4 em a

strong aa44a discipline. In the record of thee. discussions, one can

discern a U group of Leaders, who, +sk4ng over after the pioneering

work cf Sblter Wi11 ta at Itseouri and V. G. Blejer at Wisconsin, shaped

te nev 3ij’na14a program. Thq were Ralph .sey at )tnnesota, Frank

Ibrtin at lttssouri, Grant By6e at Wisconsin, Eennsth Olson at lbrthweetern,

and Paul S. Thompson at The University of Tens.

With the disruptions of World it It and the entry of the

Wdt.d States into the as, Mr • Thc.pson atrualed to keep the Department

and student publications going, but he found time to mike a singular contri -

bution to the as effort. As Imndr.ds of the “Journelia really” scattered

to training camps, battle fronts overseas, and on warships and airbase.
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arcuit the world, it’. ‘.‘-‘eon dstermtned to encourage them with a

“3.etter Iron It Rio aimeograpbed newsletter became an exchange by

which ens in far-flaang places iatai.ned contact with each other as nfl

as with the Universit7. *. 1ieon dediated himself to seeking out

his “boys” in the service. Re labortousl.y typed his newsletters himself

at tat, akine th at internis of about three months, and. each latter

brought the.t arm feel.tn to the yaAn that somebody beck hcme besides

his feily as concerned about him.

With the end of th, jar, Journelie at The University of Tens

•xierienced its greatest growth. itre then tnnty-five years of unceasing

attention to the job of institutibutIAlg brought a barveet of accem

pliehnente lit recoitione for It. Thompson. He as elected national

president of the American Association of Schools it Daparents of

JournaUe for 19b6.47. In tiiiS capacity at a. a member of the USD1

Council on Standards of Journaj.in, he became one of the designers of

the national accreditation program in jouralie education. Ott of six

hundred institutions teaching journbliem, on3r forty-seven received

accreditation in the first rouM of accreditation visit.s; on. of these

ims the D.artaent of 3ournaila at The University of Tens. With the

accreditation, the University aStn4atratlon raised the Department of

Journalie to the “School of Journsiln” and It. Thcmpeo&s rank to

“ffirector.” The achievement oslIed for a “Paul 3. Thompson A9preciation

Dinner sal Fund.” Ibre than four hundred loner students, University

administrative h.aAa sad representatives of the prase attended the dinner,

and the erecistion fund. came to *2,000, to be spent in whatever imy

It. pson deemed best for Journalism.
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Boson ware fine, but Paul Thc.peon hed no intention of re

tiring or taking it easy. A year earlier he had written a l37-pa.

report to the President of th. University on “Receendations for the

De,.1nat of the School of Journaiia,” and be intended to carry the

out

By 1952, with the support of Regent David N. Wanes, he had

fashioned another “bui3AJ.ng block” for the institution be was creating.

This was the new $650,000 Jonrali b.ilAlng. Up to that ti...

Journal. — had always occupied. the oldest b” lAtig on the capus. lit

one way or another, however, )lr. Thoapson had been planning for a new

bldlSlng ever since he bee— Chairan of the D.parent in 1927.

On Iby 1, 1953, Paul J. Thcapeoa took a day off to be in

3abia, It., to receive fra his alma mater the flesouri Honor Asi’ard

for Distinguished Santo. in Jounalia. In the twenty-four years that

the University of tesouri had ads these annual anrda, this was the

first ever bestowed on a 3ournalia eduastor.

It would be dSfflcult to say what t. Thapson’s major inter

eats wan for the next seveni. years, because once started, he never lost

interest in a yroject or goal. ‘ the mid-1950’s, the Jewspaper 4...r

held regularly at the School of Journalia by Tens Ihily Newspaper As

sociation hat become one of these flourishing on-going projects. On

several occasions at the 5s1.r ‘s final. banquet, to which the acellor

sad, other high University officials were invited, t. Thcaqpson took much

satisfaction in appraising the importance of the editors present in tezte

of the ccsbined circulation of the newspapers they reprtsetted--usuallj

well, over two atUtor. Schalsrships for Journahta stud.ests wee another
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goal which he pursued with notable success. The big rnhr..z_tbrouea

had cone in 1952 wben be persuaded Jesse H. Jcnes to make a gnat of

$25,000 tar Journe3Ja echolarabips over a ten-year period. After that

Mr. Thompson meneged to add a few re each year.

At the end. of the spring seae,ter of 1958, he retired fron the

directorship to full-ti.. teaching, end as need Director eritus.

me mew Regential. rule of —‘—‘—tory retiraent from a4al Mstrative posi

tion at age 6 bad surprised the twelve faculty veterans affected that

year, but the transfer of leadership in Journalta went otkI4r. The

School’s attain were in business-like order. Be receended strongly

that his successor be th, next oldnt faculty aa.r in year. of service.

On his last 4 as ect Mr. son talked with his necessor at

length about various metters, ending the conversation with words to this

effect: any years ago I selected you to be on thu faculty, and we nve

been ems. friends through the years. Sow if peoçle should see me coming

in end out of ymar office, they wvuiâ likely titi nk as trying to continue

to domiante the School. of Jouraslia through using you to carry out

wishes. Therefore, I viii. not enter your office end i win not give any

advice shout the School..” Re kept his word. Re never once set foot in

the Director’s office again. Likewise, he ventured suggeetiocs or

advice unless vigorously requested.

With his retiraett a spontaneous SOflS4tto honor Kr. Thcpeon

c from Jounialis axes, faculty members, and the Teas press. On

Eecaer 5 at a. gala banquet in the Union Building more than five hundred
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friends bailed his as “W. JourzaUa” The mu Tean published a

special six-page “tpecn Section.” The aim address as entitled

“Thrtl Tears on the FOrty Acres.”

W. Thapsot retired fns t—’ ng in the faU of 1959 to

devote full ties to the writing of a book on the responsibilities of the

press. Be one to his office in the Journaiia RtllaIl..g e.gtilae],y,

ctwpleting a dafly ajota of work on the book. Bech &apter —z cerefuijy

projected weeks in advance of writing. Several and to dnte heart

attae.lra slaved his but each te returnot dete inedi.y ÷

work on the book. lii. fasily and a fey of his closest friends kiev tat

he as in a race -r1nat Use, but the .atter as never discussed. By

spring of 196k the bQok was oc.pleted-.a typed anu.cript of 1500 peges.

Be bad kept a resobztton aid. aa years earlier to write a comprehensive

book on the ethics of 3ourU--one efl of the significance of the

subject. Re entitled the book profenicnal Responsibilities in Journalism,”

end for thi dedication he wrote: “Dedicated to the mry of Walter

WiUt, wboee ideals ve birth to interest in Ethics of Jourralia”

Be as in the tdet of negotiations by correspondence ‘with a publisher

when he died at his home the night of Iby 22, 196k.
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