
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: CI4H-2010-0032 HLC DATE: September 27, 2010
PC DATE: December 14, 2010

APPLICANTS: Tim and Pam ‘alker owners

HISTORIC NAME: Robert and Helena Ziller House

WATERSHED: Town Lake

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 800 Edgecliff Terrace

ZONING FROM: SF3-NP to SF-3-H-NP

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from family residence — neighborhood plan (SF3NP) combining district to family residence
— historic landmark — neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:
The Ca. 1937 house was designed by an in-house Calcasieu Lumber Company architect, Lee
M. Smith, who went on to have his own private practice in Austin. The house is an
excellent example of a Mediterranean Revival villa with an asymmetrical façade, stucco
finish, rounded surfaces, square tower, patterned tile accents at the doorway, and an
abundance of wrought iron. The house was the home of Robert and Helena Ziller, noted
spiritualists and benefactors of the Town Lake Animal Shelter.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from SF3NP to SF3HNP. Vote: 6-0 (Lean’ absent).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change from SF-
3-NP to SF-3H-NP. Vote: 6-0 (Chimenti, Reddy, and Hernandez absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is listed as a Priority 2 for research in the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: Februai-y 10, 2011 ACTION:

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: South River City Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:
Architecture:
The ca. 1937 is an excellent example of a Mediterranean Revival villa with an asymmetrical
stucco façade, round-arched doorway with a patterned tile surround, and a scalloped bottom
to the projecting bay to the left of the front door. A square tower with a round-arched
arcade rises from the southwest corner of the house. Fenestration consists of Colonial
Revival-styled 6:6 wood frame windows. The portecochere was extended to shelter the
elevator entrance on the south side of the house, and a belvedere with stained glass has
been added to the roof for the top of the elevator equipment. The porte-cochere has a
segmental-arched entry and matches the house with its stucco finish. Ironwork on the



house includes the window grilles mentioned above, the front stair railing, and gates. The
roof is composition shingle with deep eaves and brackets.

Historical Associations:
Robert Ziller (1871-1961) was descended from an old Austin family. His German grandfather
Michael Ziller, was an early Austin pioneer, hauling freight from Galveston to Austin by ox-
cart and opening a general merchandise store on Congress Avenue in the city’s first stone
building, and an early hotel. Various members of the Ziller family worked as deputy tax
assessors in Austin, including Robert’s father, August Ziller, August Ziller was a Christian
Scientist and raised his only child, Robert in the faith. Robert, however, began his own
spiritual journey, and after wandering too far from the fold, was personally ex-communicated
by Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, and a personal friend of the family.
Robert Ziller was born in Austin, but educated in Berlin, Germany. He attended the
University of Texas but did not graduate. He was an ingenious inventor, especially in the
areas of irrigation and non-explosive fuel containers. He managed the family’s considerable
real estate in Austin, and with his second wife, Helena. purchased this property and built the
house in 1937. Helena Layne Zifier was a Tennessee-born opera singer who shared Roberts
spiritualism. She believed she had communications with the dead, and transcribed many
conversations with those who had passed over. The Zillers were animal lovers, and provided
half the funding for the Austin Humane Society to build the Town Lake Animal Center. After
Robert’s death in 1961. Helena continued to live in the house, which she shared with her
widowed sister-in-law and a lady friend, who worked as the receptionist at the Humane
Society. She was a known “character” in Austin long before the city began to celebrate its
weirdness, her yellow Corvette, red hair, and leopard-skin clothing adding to her legend. After
her death in 1973, her sister-in-law, who was a beneficiary of a life estate interest, lived here
until 1990, when the house went to the Scottish Rite Temple, as had been stipulated in Robert
Ziller’s will. The lodge sold the house to Bill Bowne, an architect and interior designer, who
restored the house and converted it to a bed and breakfast. Wendy Sandberg and Sam Kindred
continued the bed and breakfast after they purchased it in 1993, catering to celebrities who
were visiting in Austin, including Clint Eastwood, Walter Cronkite, Lyle Lovett, and Dennis
Quaid. The present owners, Pam and Tim Walker. purchased the house in 1999 and make
their home here.

PARCEL NO.: 02010301040000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 11 through 13 and Lot 17, Block 53. Travis Heights

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $13,132 (owner-occupied); city portion:
$22. 701 (capped) — with AISD participating; $7,192 without AISD participation.

APPRAISED VALUE: $1,281,677

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS: Tim and Pam Walker
800 Edgecliff Terrace
Austin, Texas 78704

DATE BUILT: ca. 1937

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Wrought iron window grilles were added in the 1990s when
the house served as a bed and breakfast. When the current owner was diagnosed with



multiple sclerosis, they added an elevator, extending the porte-cochere to shelter the
exterior elevator door, which is the original arched front door (which had been in storage),
and built a belvedere with stained glass onto the roof of the house for the top of the elevator
equipment. The original wrought-iron gates were replaced with wrought-iron electric gates.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Robert and Helena Ziller (1937)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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Original front door of the house, now the elevator entry door on the south side
This door was in storage when the current owners purchased the house. Note the Z

patterns in the windows.

Robert and Helena Ziller House
800 Edgecliff Terrace

Ca. 1937



Porte-cochere

New electronic gates at the front entry



Example of decorative ironwork — railing at the front door

Living room



Original tilework in bathrooms

Living room fireplace with Z for Ziller
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A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING

PROJECT INFORMATION:

DAflIEflAL USE ONLY

_____

APPLICATIONDATE: W1(11Ib FILENUMBER(S) EJ’I/ircOth -.Dtsfl
TENTATNEHLCDAT& .

TENTATIVEPCoZAPDATE:___________
TENTATIVE CC DATE___________ CifY INmATEDS YES(
CASE MANAGER £koSt ‘5 ROUSACK YES/NO
APPUCATION ACCEPTED BY Cr

BASIC PROJECT DATA:

1. OWNER$ NAME: Tim and Pam Walker
2. PROJECT NAME: Helena & Robat Ziller House
3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range): 800 Edgedift Terrace

ZIP 78704 COUNTY: Trav5
LF PRO..ECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFiNED ABOVE:
LOCATED

__________

FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N. S. E. W. (CIRCLE ONE SIDE OF

______________________________

(ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO), WHICH IS
APPROXIMATELY

_______________________________

DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WrrH

______________—-________________

CROSS STREET.

AREA TO BE REZONED:

& ACRES 0.5516 (OR) SQ.FT.____________

5. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION;

EXiSTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES 130. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
ZONING USE (IF MORE USE ZONING

THAN1)

____

_SF-3 Sf4 _SF-3H,

______ ______ _____ _________

£pSrtLeit9

_______

/4
RELATED CURRENT CASES:

Cs
6. ACTIVE ZONING CASE? (YES! NO) FILE NUMBEIt —‘

7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES (NO) FILE NUMBER:

________________________________

B. SUBDIVISION? (YES/NO) FILE NUMBER:

________________________________

9. SITE PLAN? (YES (NO) FILE NUMBER

RevIsed June 30, 2002 ‘U L gcjnat



DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL 1.0,:

11. VOLUME 1389 PAGE: 2299 TAX PARCEL ID. NO. 02010304040000

OTHER PROVISIONS;

12. Is PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICTI OVERLAY ZONE? YES! NO
TYPE OF COMBINING DISTIOVERLAY ZONE (NCCO.NP, etc)___________________________

13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL. OR NATIONAL. REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES! NO
14. IS A TIA REQUIRED? YES! NO (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOT CHANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY:_______________________
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S):________________________________________________________

OWNERSHIP TYPE:

OWNER INFORMATION:

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

15. SOLE _X_COMMUNITY PROPERTY .._PARThERSHIP CORPORATION _TRUST

If ownership is other than sole or communily properly, list indtvldualslparlnersiprincipals below or attach separate sheet.

18. OWNER COACT INFQR)IATI— $
SIGNATURE: ‘fl4& WALk&1 ftf W.41L4.—---- NAME: Tim and Pam Walker
FIRM NAME:_N!A______________________________ TELEPHONE NUMBER: 214-914-2648 cell
STREET AflDRESS: 800 EdQechfl Terrace
CITY: Austin STATE: TX ZIP CODE: 78704
EMAil. ADDRESS: pam4costasbn,e.com

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

11. AGENT CO F MAT)Øfr
SIGNATURE; tti.-.._ NAME: Pfloebe Allen
FIRM NAME: TELEPHONE NUMBER: 512-444-1326
STREET ADDRESS: 2510 Cedarvlew Drive
CITY: Austin STATE: TX ZIP CODE: 78704
CONTACT PERSON: Phoebe Allen TELEPHONE NUMBER: 5124274170 cell
EMAIL ADRESS: phoebezink©gmail.com

rr

Revised June 30, 2002 2



C. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITTAL VERICATION

My signature attests to the fact that the attathed apphcation package is complete and accurate to the best of my
knowtedge. F understand that proper City staff re’iew of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the Information
provided and that any inaccurate or inadequate information provided by me/my firm/etc., may delay the proper review of
this application.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINr NAME BELOW SIGNATURE MID
IN CATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

41r

ci,

Wí
Signature Data

Tip & Pam Walker
Nan. (Typed or Printed)

INSPECTiON AUTHORIZATiON

As owner or authorized agent, my signature authorizes staff to visIt and inspect the property for which this
application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
I CATE FIRM REPRESE ED, IF APPLICABLE.

Signature Date

Tim 8 Ppm Walker
Name (Typed or Printed)

0

Revised June 3G. 2002 3



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Rat Notes, Deed Restrictions,

Restrictive Covenants
and I or

Zoning Conditional Overlays

I, Pam & Tim Walker, have checked for subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions,
(Print r.mo of cølcaMl

restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses and/or requirEg certain
development restrictions 19. height, access, screening etc. on this property, located at

800 Edgecliff Terrace, Austin TX 78704
fMreu or 1921 O.sa1pon)

Lot 11-13 & 17, BIk 53, Travis Heights

If a conflict should result with the request I am submitting to the City of Austin duo to subdivision plat notes,
deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays it will be my responsibility to resolve
it. I also acknowledge that I understand the implications of use and/or development restrictions that are a
result of a subdivIsion p1st notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays.

I understand that if requested, I must provide copies of any and all subdivisIon plat notes, deed restictlons,
restriclive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlay inuotmation which may apply to this property,

4m,st&u11 LLtuUL4r—

____________

(Applicant’s sIgnature) (bate)

THE FOLLOWING CITY HISTORIC LANDMARK CRITERIA relate to the ZIller House:
1. Character, interest or value, as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City of Austin.
2. Reco9nition as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (to be submitted this fall).
3. EmbodIment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen.
6. Relationship to other distinctive buildings, sites, or areas which are elIgible for preservation accordhg to a plan based

on architectural, historic, or cultural motif.
7. Portrayal of the environment of a mip of people in Wi aea ci llstoy characterized by a distinctive architectural

style.
9. Exernification of the caitural, economic, soca effiric. or historical heritage ci the City, State.
11. Identification with a person or persons who signiticandy contributed to the culture arid develoornent of the City. State

or United States.
12. A budding or shucture that, because of its location, h become of vakie to a nghborhood, community area.,p the

city.
13. Value as an aspect of community sentiment or public pride.

Revised June 30, 20G2 4
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Nelda Wells Spears C’
Trav County Tax Assessor-Colle. -or

p . Box 1748
Austin Texas 78767

(SJi) 854-9473

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 02-0103-0404-0000

PROPERTY OWNER; PRQPERTY DESCRIPTION;

WALKER TIN 6 PAM WALKER LOT ll-13&17 ELK 53 TRAVIS HEIGHTS
800 EDGECLIFF TER
AUSTIN, TX 78704-1315

ACRES .0000 MINI .000000000000 TYPE

SITUS INFORMATION 800 EDGECLIFF TER

Thip # to certify that after a careful check of tax records of this office, the
following taxes, aelincuent taxeç, penaltiçs ad interests are due on thedescribea property of the following tax unit(s)

YEAR ENTITY TOTAL2009 AUSTIN 1SD *ALL PAID
CITY OF AUSTIN (TRAy) *flL PAID*
TRAVIS COUNTY ALL PAID*
TRAVTS COUNTY HEALTHCARE DISTRICT *AT. PAInt
ACC (TRAVIS) ‘ALL PAInt

TOTAL SEQUENCE 0 ‘ALL PAID

TOTAL TAX: *JJJ j)33fl*
UNPAID FEES: * NNE *
INTEREST ON FEES: * NONE *
CQ4ISSION: * NONE *
TOTAL DUE sn ALL PAID

TAXES PAID FOR YEAR 2009 $27, 151.09

ALL TAXES PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING THE YEAR 2009 flUEF? FOR UNPAIDYEARS LIST D VE.
The above es1bed property may be Bubject to special valuation based on itsuse, and additiqnal rollback taxes may become due. (Section 23.56, StateProperty Tax Code).
Purbuant to Section 31.Q8,of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of$10.00 for all Tax Certificates,
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF 08/06/2010

Nelda Wells SpearsFee Paid: $10.00 Tax Assessor-Collector

By: %?/‘m%ep /c44ó

RUPPt4 printed on 08/05/2010 @ 09:32t07:30 Page
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Helena a Robert Ziller House
8(X) EdgecliIf Tenace, Austin, Texas

Compiled by Phoebe Allen

Robert Ziller. member of a respected pioneer Austin family, and his wife, Helena.
oonstnacted their remarkable Mediterranean Revival home in 1937. The Travis Heights house is
situated on a cliff overlooking downtown Austin at the print where 81mm Creek enters the
Colorado River.’ Uke the Renter House and the Gillespie Stacy House in Travis Heights. the
Batis House and the Maverick Miller 1-louse in West Campus, the Zilier House is a picturesque.
irregular villa constructed between the wars, in past to lake maximum advantage of fine vistas,
now diminished due to buildings and vegetation. Most feature Weigi Brothers ironwork and a
high level of craftsmanship. The can’ed living main and library mantels in the Ziller home arc of
exceptional note.

Edgediff Terrace ends at the Ziller House gates and an original high, stuccoed stone fence.
Live oaks are jnninent in the front garden. The Ziller’s home wasa haven for animals, and they
were benefactors of Austin’s Humane Society. Helena Ziller lived at the house until her death in
1973; her sister-in-law Ruth Layne remained in the home until her death in March of 1990, when
the home was donated to the Scottish Rite Temple. More recently the Ziller House was a bed-
and-breakfast, its clientele including such luminaries as Clint Eastwood, Walter Cronkite. Linda
UJt&,ee, Meg Ryan. Dennis Qusid and Lyle LoveAt. ft reverted to single-family status in l999

With the exception oldie addition oldie elevata, elevator access and porte-cochere, which
were carefully designed to be in harmony with the original style, the home has an unusually high
degree of historic integrity in both the interior and exterior architecture. The Ziller House is
deserving of Historic Landmark status by both the City of Austin and State of Texas.

Architectural ayle
The architect is listed as Lee M. SmIth2 in the 1937 Building Permit, which notes the

estimated cost as $1 Oft)), and Thomas Sjjnnacher3and Son as the contractor for the two-story
house plus basement with integrated garage. The Ziller House features characteristics of the
Spanish Eclectic style. Mediterranean Revival stylistic features are seen in the asymmetrical
stucco façade, prominent front gable, cantilevered window, dramatic entsy - almost a Triumphal
Arch. and ornamental ironwork, some of which is attributed to Weigi Ironworks. The house also
exhibits characteristics of the Colonial Revival style, in particular its six over six windows with
shutters.

The three impressionistic arches on the façade are meant to suggest projecting roof timbers or
vigas typical of the Spanish Colonial style. Brackets under the extended balcony on the left are
also more suggestive than supportive, as is the arched wing wall with the gate on the right caner.
The upper gable pipcs, which serve as ventilation for the attic, suggest wojecting timbers. These
characteristics, as well as the massing of the house itself and its vertical orientation, distinguish

Laighora Dam aealed Ton Lake in 1960.
21.tc 1.1. Smith is listed in the 1937 city threctay as an udiitecl for Calcasicu USa Co. lbs listing as an anbiect
in pivate pacuce is in bold in the 1939 disectocy
The name on the bWlding pencil is difficult to nail Ibamas Sim.aher is listed in the 1935 city &rcctay as a
carpenter; he is not listed in the 1937 directory.

Ziller House 8111)110 1 of 10



its minimalist approach to the Spanish Colonial style, which was very popular in early
Hollywood lifestyles, and this was a perfect Hollywood mansion from the Twenties cia.

The building permit, dated November 26, 1937. indicates a concrete foundation, stucco walls,
and a pitched roof of asbestos shingles and tin.

Architect Lee SI. Smkh is listed in the Austin City Dirntonj cC 1937 as an architect with
C.kadeu Lumber Cmnpany, which had its own staNe of building designers, most of whom
were not certified architects (registration of architects did not begin until the 1930s); Smith is not
listed with the AlA. Most of the Caicasicu designs were reasonaNy conservative. Occasionally,
though, they showed off. Cad Thate (1864-1934) and us brother. William 9terman Urste,
(father of Katherine Drake Hart, co-founder of the Austin Histoiy Center), founded Calcasieu
Lumber Company in 1883. Calcasieu’s architects designed a prominent house at 2 Niles Road
for William Drake after most of his six children were grown up; it is generally cailed the Roy
Butler House uxlay.4William Sherman Drake Jr. (1909-1967) was the vice president and
assistant manager of Calcasieu in 1937 (and Austin’s mayor in 1951-52); and R.G. Mueller was
the vice president and general manager.

Lam
The house laces east at the end of Edgecliff Terrace, where the driveway enters through two

large, wrought iron gases and leads to the front double doors of the basement level (the original
garage space) and to the recent porte-cochere addition to the south. A separate guesL
housefgange is located to the immediate left of the entry. Travis Park borders the property on the
north side: there is no path to the riveror park, nor any connection to the hike and bike trail from,
the house.

A very large oak dominates the front garden. Secnid owner Bill Bowne filled in a large (20 x
8 feel) fishpond with water lilies in the front garden circa 1990. Original patio stones and palms
are found in the north garden. Mr. Ziller created stone walkways and terraces below the house
where he planted fniit trees. He raised prized French Alpine goats and gave goat milk to people
who couldn’t drink cow milk. A goat shed (30 x 12 feet) used to be on the north side of the house.

Bowne also added the rear garden gazebo roof, which is fttni the old Zyder Zee Restaurant.
The pool area was added about 1998.

Interior
Original white oak floors are found throughout the house (some under carpets). The home

was furnished by the current owners with old world antiques; there is no original furniture. The
living room features high ceilings (nine feet nine inches) with original beams and a beautiful
Fireplace of carved, fossilized limestone. The mantel features a large -r on a carved shield with
rope and grape duster details. The seances on either side of the fireplace are original. The
original ceiling fiKture, which also has a grape motif, has been moved to the head of the stairwell.
Current owners added the interior ironwork around the living room windows to accentuate the
windows; curtain ro& are not original.

All bathrooms have original, colostul tile-work and cabinetry. Commodes are stamped
1937”; sinks and tubs ate original, his not laps. Cabinets in two of the bathrooms have cutouts

in the shape of the letter “Z”. The kitchen has a ncw floor and counter tops; cabinets are original.

Kathnjnc ‘s sister Julia and her husband, Dr.Trummi Meal, at (øtt ebll&ai lived c the her parents that.
•f howe was eventually sold io the Butlers

ZillerHouse 8/10/10 2oflO



The large black Vent-A-hood, made in Richardson, Texas, is original and works. The original
intercom, connecting the kitchen to the upstairs master bedroom, still works; it has copper ttbing.
Weigi Ironworks is likely responsible for the artistic stairwell railing and the light fixture at the
top of the stairs, which originally hung in the living room.

The north bedroom was the bedroom of Angela Zilter. All ceiling lights upstairs are originals.
The balcony ironwork is original, probably by Weigl. The librargibedroom originally had a good
view of the Capitol. The unusual carved wood mantel and surround in the bbniy was brought
by the Zillers from a previous home, perhap6 that of Ziller’s grandmother. The side smoking
porch, which had been screened in by Bowne, was glassed in by the Walkers.

Robert 2111cr used the bbranj as his bedroom. Lena was in the master bedroom next door.
The former doorway in the bath, between the two main bedrooms, is now sealed. The former
dumbwaiter to the kitchen, in a closet, was appropriated for AC ducts, A sleeping porch is
adjacent to the master lrdnnn. There are original ceiling lights in both moms. The small
bedroom is said to have been called the “Lad’s Room” and is believed to have had an altar and
several crucifixes and icons5;the overhead light fixuire, a five-pointed star, may have had a
spiritual meaning, or perhaps it was just a Texas star.

The basement floor today includes a bedroom, TV mom, bath and office. These are not
historic. When purchased in 1989, the basement was unfinished and appeared to have been used
to house animals. Mr. 211cr had a workshop in the basement for his inventions. Animal pens
were in what is now the laundry r, and pwlitions for larger animals, probably the goats, were
in other moms. The Ziller basement also had a bath and a servant’s room. The glass-block bath
was added by the Kindreds.

Aftendm
According to the current owners, and as verified by the drawing approved by the City in

granting the home’s building permit, the faotprintof the house has not changed until recently,
when the elevator was added due to the owner’s increasing disability from multiple sclertis. A
portc-cochere was consequently extended from the existing brackets on the south side of the
house, mirroring the detail of the gazed entiy on the northeast front corner of the house, to otTer
shelter for enuancc to the elevator; The original arched front door, which had been an storage,
was moved to the elevator entry; it features ‘2’s” on two small windows. The elevator equipment,
located in the top of the elevator tower, required acce from the flat widow’s walks on the steep
rooftop. The previous l8-tnch clearance proved inadequate - a workman was injured and
insurance adjustors saw access as a safety issue. Thus atticimof acce was added in a small
belvedere-like sac on the roof. Seeing that it was not small enough to resemble a chimney, the
Walkers added an arch with ironwork and style details to match the style of the house. Of the
minimal additions to the home noted above, only the pone-cochere is visible from the street

The original basement carnage house doors were removed and replaced to let more light into
the basement; they are in storage. Two wrought iron front gates, with a ‘7” in the middle of each,
have been removed and stored on site. These were replaced with wrought iron electronic gates.
The adjacent pedestrian gait is original and is a smaller version of the unginal carnage gates.
The interior flooring, tiles. cabinetry and fixtures are original except for one light fixture on the
first floor, which is stored.

5Cbdgtian Science dicrthes do an Ivc alms or use say symbols. asses a a.eifizes.
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Original ironwork on one upper window disappeared with a repairman in the early l990s.
Thus the ironwork over the extejicr windows, which is appropnate to the style, was added by
previous owners, the ICindreds. The current owners tiled the front stairs; they wete previously
painted rtd Architect and previous owner Bill Bowne added the AC in the old boiler room in the
basement Electrical and plumbing are onginal.

Zifler Family HWery
Robefl Ziller’s German grandparents, Michael (1fl- l8) and Cathailne Kelsel TAller

(18241862) immigrated to Texas from France after Michael received an honorable discharge
from the French army6 in 1831, perhaps as early as 1834. Michael began hauling freight from
Galveston to Austin by oxcazt7 and operated one of the first hotels in the city, the old Misourl
House, at the southeast corner of Brazes and Sixth (201 S fl. In 1849 he built the first stone
building8on Congress Avenue at the northeast corner of 6 and Congress, now the site of the
Litticlield Building. There he ran a general merchandise store, selling and trading stock,
especially peltt By 1850. with property valued at $12,800, Michael Ziller was the fourth mest
prosperoust°individual in Austin; he served as an Alderman11 the year before his death in 1858.

The Zillers had live children. Hear,’ Hany Zlller was the se*xmd son (1853-). Bertha
Sterzing & Henry Harry Zilier’s 1881 EasiJate style home at 1110 Blanco in the Castle [fill
neighborhood, sometimes referred to as the Steamboat House, is a City, State and National
Register landmart Henry was a tinner for a stoves and tinware dealer in the 1870s and became
an assistant tax assessor and collector, serving for 43 years under his brother-in-law, Fred
Sterzzng. the city’s chief lax assessor and collectort2

Michael Ziller’s eldest son, Aqial ZIlier (1846-1918) and his brother Wllhai&3were born
in Austin and attended Satrop Military Academy. August left school at the age of 16 to join the
Confederacy. After the war ended. August ran a confectionery store for a short time and was a
volunteer fire chief before becoming a deputy city tax atsessor. He served with the State
govcmmcrn in public works the remainder of his career.’4August. his wife Marie (Mary). son
Robert, and several other family members were Christan Science practitioners.

August and William married sisters Marie (1848-1934) and Theresa (1852-) Adam Hcrtel,
daughters of Auguda Adam, who arrived in Austin by 1857 in an oxcart with two young

4AF-fliognphy File-Zitler Family. Austin Nnlxy Center. indudes a copy of Michael ZiUer’s dlscharsc papers.
Nc.h Smithwi& The E,cbifl at a State: or, Readiccilcns olOld Texas Days (Austin. The Steck Company.

3900). pp 264-65;D.vis, v.111, p.2113.
Frank Brown. Aiu4, olTraru Cody a0( Its Cry at Austinfto thy Eubmt Tbnes is the Close 0(1875

mausaip(), Austin Histay Cnila. v. VI. pp. 76-17; Smathwic.k, p. 262.
Mary San BaMey. FlisHrj of Travis Coimly ad Awun, 1839-1*99 (Ansi: The Stark Cqty. 1963), p. 53.
‘0Uziied States Census of Travis County. 1550. . 350.
t1David C. Humparey. Mann, a ilkanaled Hisny Qrcnbfldge. CA: Windsa fttbcations, Inc., 1985). inside
cant.
“AF-Hicrapby File - Strznig. Theodore. Ausan Hianry Cenler W. 3. Wag, ‘Hfty Vein ii the Public Semite,”
Aintin SLaimman. November 73. 1924. p.S.

v.111, p.2I1 (Aucc) DnId.y, p. 168 170 Wdb.m), August aIladad the Danny ?.blila,y Acadamy.
which was renamed the Texas Milmwy hndlute ID l&S and moved is Austin in 1870. On Bastrop Military
Academy, see Walter Prescott Webb, ed., The Haidbook cit Texas (Aintin: Texas Stale Historical A ssociabon.
1952).v.l.p. 12!.
t4August Ziller, New Encyclopedia of Texas. Compiled by Davis & (kobe. 1929, Texas Development Bureau,
DeLla Pg.2113.
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daughters. Mary/Marie and There&’ (bath born in Prussia). Augusta Adam obtained from the
State of Texas in 1857 two lots on which she built a two-story rock house, now 403 West 14’
Sued, where August and Marie’s oniy child, Robert 7111cr, lived after his birth in 1871. Robert
Ziller, who inherited the property when his grandmother died, remembered his grandmother as a
pioneer spirit, full of endurance during flng times: along with her husband and fathers’ deaths,
her two brothers were killed in war, and their family fortune was depleted; she came to America
to escape political unrest in Germany, bringing with her the family silver and other effects,
which she sold gradually to support her children.” A house Augusta built in Austin sometime
between 1857 and 1868 at 1306 Guadalupe is a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark. At the time
it was built, what is now the University of Texas was a Native American camping site. Robert
Ziller remembered fran stories told, that the native people would come to Augusta Adams’
house to exchange bear meat for spring waler and other goods.”

Augusta lived nearby at 403 Walnut/West 148 Street with her new husband, German
stonemason Hennan little), and Augusta’s two daughters, and later with her daughters’
Families. Both sisters were schoolteachers at one of the first pivate girls’ school in Austin, built
adjacent to the Adams-Hertel--Ziller home. Their students included Margaret Pease.
granddaughter of Governor Marshall Pease, and Ima Hogg, daughter of Governor Stephen Hogg.

Robert Lee ZItler (1871-1961) was born in Austin and educated at the Jacob Bickler School
on West 14’ at Lava” He was sent, about the age of 1.3, to an academy in Berlin, Germany.
He attended the University of Texas and was awarded a certificate denoting his accoanplishmenis
in the fields of chemistry and physics, though he did not graduate. “He devoted much of his early
life to inventions and obtained many patents on various items in counties throughout the wodd,
Most outstanding cit his efforts have been his contnbutioes to irrigation jroccts and Lo non-
explosive fuel” containers. In recognition of his work in the field ci irrigation, Mr. 7111cr was
awarded a medal at the National Irrigation Expontion, Pueblo, Colorado, in 1910.”

7111cr and his first wife Elizabeth ‘Bee’ Hanton (1872-1917), who were mamed in
1897, had one daughter, Angela (1907-1953). Robert and Bessie were friends of Mary Baker
Eddy (1821-1910), who organized the Church of Christ, Scientist, in 1879. According to a
church manual, August and Mary 111cr were admitted to membership in July of 1893; Robed
and Theresa 111cr were admitted to membership on Sept. 30. 1893. When Robed began to
deviate from Eddy’s teachings, she personally excommunicated Robert anti Bessie from the
church beftre her death in 1910.

Robert managed a number of real estate properties he had inherited Iron his father and
grandfather, some downtown on Congress Avenue. and had seven) hobbies that utilized the
workshop in his baseinenL He corresponded with Woodrow Wilson and other well-known
people all over the world. The Zillers numbered among their personal friends Governor Colquitt,
Governor Jim Hogg, and CoL EL M. [louse. Robert 7111cr was a Master of the Austin Masonic
Ledge #12 in 1910-IL He received his Scottish Rite Degrees in 1908 and was a charter member

The lO census lists Augusta Herti n head of ho.gdiod. daug*itn Tacsa Aãm. born in Pmssia son-ic-law
August tiller, 34, ban cuts 1S46 a Tens; daughta- Mthe, 28, born in Prussia, and grntson Robert.
18Wadeae C. I Ianis, Ilistoiyo( 1306 Guadalupe (Austin, Texas). p3.

Harrison. p. 3.
Robert Zifler. Ron a 196t qnestcinmin filed a the Austin History Carter.

lie painted a co.-cxpioding ca Ca terosnr aid gaIo.

20”Sbfiaer of the Month.” Undated dipping (torn wiflown seats.
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of both the Council and Consistory in Austin. He was created a Noble in Bcn Hut Temple in
190a

In 1925 Robert entered into a “spiritual” marriage with his second wife Helena ‘Lena’
layne (188l•l973), an opera singer ban in Tennessee. and, following the death of Robert’s
mother, they built this house in 1937. They called the property Edgeeliff Gardens and practiced
organic gardening, building terraces on the steep banks of the river.

According to some writings left with family members, Robeil Ziller became deeply religious
orspirimaiinhisownway.Itissaidthatheperfonnedritualsofanunknownnatureonthehigh
point now occupied by the gazebo. At sne point, Robert, Lena and Angela began receiving
communications from persons long dead, which resulted in a number of written volumes dictated
to and transcribed by Lena and Angela’: The Spear of the Feteialiif, Melana of the Legions,
Marcus the Gladiator, and Over the &zgks. Robert went to great lengths in Rekin&ed Fires to
explain that these were not novels a fiction. nor did they resulL (mm stances. It was said that
Lena had communication with a ghost that lived in the closet of the Iibnzy room, which she kept
locked; she sculpted a likeness of the ghost’s head, which was sold in an estate sale.22

Angela was about 18 at the time of her father’s remarriage. An accomplished artist, she
wanted to bccome a prcKessional ballet dancer; Robert and Lena did not approve, and Angela
eventually parted ways with the Zillers. An only child, she died in 1953 at the age of 46.

The Zillers were great animal lovers. Their home was a haven for pets, including, at various
times, ten French Alpine goats, six cats. birds and even a bobcat Following Angela’s death, the
Zillem gave $25,000 in her memory toward btAlding the Town Lake Animal Shelter - half the
total cost A brass plaque in front of the Shelter reads:

The ZIller Memorial Shelter ot the Humane Society of Austin and Travis Counly to
Robert L. Zãller and wife Helena Ziller and their daughter Angela Ziller, whose gcnerous

contributions and great interest in animal welfare itsulted in this shelter.
“A tribute to the memory of the dear pets large and small who came into our home and
with a steadfast love shown daily in endearing ways, brought sunshine into many of the

dark days of our 1ives.’ ... Robert I. Ziller
“He livcth best who loveth best all things both great and small for the dear lord who

loveth us he made and loves them all.”

Another instance of Robert’s generosity was the Christmas Eve he walked around town
giving out silver dollars to strangers along the way. He, Lena and Angela were active in the
WWII effort to collect scrap metal in a nct photographs show scrap piled up along the front
wall

Lena was a member of the Board of Directors of the Humane Society at her death, and active
in the Heart Association and American Cancer Society?’ Robert had been a member of the board
of directors of the old Austin Humane Society. In addition to being an opera singer and pianist.
Lena was a painter of flowers, landscapes and pet portraits. After her husband’s death, Mn.
Ziller bought a yellow Corvette and begun wearing leoçard-skin-print Capn pants, her red hair
adding flair to her artistic appearance. After Mr. Ziller’s death, Ruth Layne, the widow of Lena’s

“tJiubtIshed mauseripu.
Estate sale was managed by Lucky AsS

‘Pet Sbcltcr Scocteccan Arc Named.” American Sistasmac, undated clipping. Austs History Cenlcr.
24otimsry, American Statesman. Feb. 20. 1973
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brother Vallai, and Gladys Riddel, a friend of the family and receptionist at the Humane Society.
lived with Mrs. 2111cr from 196.3 until her death in 1973. Both Robed and Helena are buried in
Oaicwood Cemetery. In his wills, Robed planned for the Masonic lsxfge to have his properties.
Lena caned out his wishes, but included a plan for Ruth Layne to have lifetime use of their
home. Ruth’s daughter Dorothy Layne Hendrick has the family npen in her possession.

Ruth and her family had usc of the house until Ruth’s death in 1990. The house then went to
Scottish Rite Temple. who aid it to Bill Son Ipronounced ‘bone’], an interior decorator and
architect, in 1990. He restored it, converting it to a bed-and-breakfast It continued as a B&B
under new owners Wendy Sanerg & Sam KhNlred in 1993. with such guests as Clint
Eastwood, Waiter Cronkite, linda Eilcrbce, Meg Ryan. Dennis Quaid and Lyle Lovett The
house was returned to a single-family residence by thc current owners, Pam & Tim Walker, who
stayed at the B&B periodically for over ten yeats prior to purchasing it in Febniary of 1999.

Mlcbad Ziler Family
John Michael Ziller (-1858) m. Catherine Keisel 4
1. August (1846-1918) m. Mary/Marie Adam Hertel

a. RobertL. Ziller(1871-1961)4 Angela (1907-1953)
2. Anna(l847-)m. _Jacoby
3,Mary(18S0-)m._Piice
4. Heary Hany (1853-) m. Bertha Sterzing

a. HR. Jr
b. Theodora Leslie m. Bertha Kofp 4 Leslie, Jack, Michael, Rebecca, Melinda
c. Edward Safady

5. William (1857-1915) m. Theresa Adam Hertel
6. Pearl in. Moreland

Pam and Tim Walker, current owners of the Ziller House, are both native Texans, Tim was
born and raised in San Antonio, and Pam hails from Houston. They met while working at St.
Edwards University in their first jobs after graduating from college - Tim as the school’s
basketball coach and Pam as an admissions counselor. The beauliflul architecture of the “Old
Main” building at St Ed’s and the Spanish Renaissance influenced buildings at the University of
Texas inspired Pam and Tim to want to own and re for their own historical home some day.

Tim and Pam fell in love with the Ziller House when they first saw it in 1990 while visiting
from Dallas, where they then resided at the time. The home had just been purchased by an
architect in Austin, having had as its only prior occupants the Ziller family. The architect added
air-conditioning and opened the home as a bed and breakfast which he graciously operated for
several years. Pam and Tim were some of the first guests at the B&B. It felt like home, and they
stayed there many times until it was available for purchase in the fall of 1998. They remember
consoling each other every time they traveled back to Dallas from Austin following a stay at the
Ziller House with the promise “Some day we are going to own that home and not have to leave
it.”

Since purchasing the home, the Walkers have faithfWly maintained its historic nature. All
wails within the home are as they wee when built in 1937. The 2007 elevator addition has
enabled the Walkers to remain in the home and to be able to grow old in it,

“A copy of the MI bin the hands ol the cunlt* uwnn, and b pttlc recort
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Tim is a financial athisor with Merrill Lynch, with whom he has worked for 2? years. Pam
continues in her 28-year praclice as a real estate attorney.

The Walkers are prcud to be stewards of the Zillers’ masterpiece and believe the historical
designation sought by them will enaire forever its life and value to the community

DEED CHAIN tar 810 Edgeehif Tenser

0.496 acres of land out of the Isaac Decker League
Legaldescription: Lois 11, 12, 13, 17,B!ockS3oftheResubdivisionofBlock53,Tmvis
Heights, a Subdivision of Travis County. Plat Vol. 450, pages 479-480.

24 Feb 1999 Claire & Charlotte Bailey to Pam & Tim Walker, Vol. 13389 page 2299.
$775,000.

24 Feb 1999 Royce Wilson to Claire & Charlotte Bailey, Vol. 13377, page 2548

10 Feb 1997 Samuel L Kindred dba The Zilier House and wife Wendy Sandberg Kindred to
RoyceG. Wilson. Vol. 12871, page3O9.

19 Mar 1993 William K. Bowne to Samuel L. Kindred & Wendy Sandbcrg Kindred dba The
Ziller House. Vol. 11896, page 728.

4 Oct 1990 Austin Lodge #12, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. Austin, to William K.
Bowne. Vet, 11287, page 592. $195,000.

11 Sept 1990 Ameritrust Texas, trustee of Helena Ziller, to Austin Lodge #12, Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons, Austin. Vol. 11269, page 561, Speciai Warranty Deed.

Following death of Ruth Layne on 13 Mar 1990. Lots 11-13 and 17.

10 Mar 1937 Ella Belle Hammer, Katie H. Brunner, Frances K. Brunncr, and Katie H. Brunner
as executrix of the estate of Charles .1. Bninner deceased, to Robert L Ziller and

wife Helena Ziller Vol. 559, page 170.

22 May 1930 Resubdivision of Block No. 53. Book 450, pages 579-580, by which Lot 17 was
added to Block 53, as conveyed to Ella Belle Haxnniczc Adopted and approved by

City Council on 4 Mar 1937. Deed Record Book 559, page 169-170.

t2May 1930 Stacy Realty Company to Ella Belle Hammer, a widow: Lot 17, Block 53.
Harwood Stacy. Vice President Vol. 450, pages 581-582.

25 Mar 1927 Cilitens Loan & lnveslmenL Co, by Win. H. Stacy, to Ella Belle Hainmcr Vol.
400. page 110-Ill. $3,000. Lots 11, 12, 13 in Block 53. flat Book3, page 15.
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OCCUPANCY CHAIN for SUO Edgedlif Ten’ace

1937 ZillerRoben(Helenal)realest&Angela-azlisi @604 W. 15
1939 Ziller, Robt L (Helene) & Angela
1944-45 luGer, Angela rtal est

Robi. L (Helena) reai est

1949 Ziller, Angela
RoW. I. (Helena S)

1954 ZilIer, RoW. L (Helena A)

1959 111cr, Robi. L (Helena)

1964 Ziller, Helena S (wid Robt L); rear vacant

1969 111cr, Helena S (wid RoN L) retd; rar Maiy S. Roberts

1974 Layne. Ruth C. Mrs. (wid Valtai)

1979 Vacant

1984 Layne, Ruth C Mrs. ReId

1990 Filler, R.L (no 0cc.)

1996 ZilIer House: Kindred, Samuel & Sandbag. Wendy

2(1)0 800 Edgecliff is not listed

2(1)5 Waikcr, Tim & Pam

APPENDIX
Tat Certificate
Survey Hal (sue map)
Floor Hans: lsL and 2nd floor (wi elevator addition), basement. gaxagelguesthouse
Survey & Melts & Bounds. 1986
Clippings: Pct Shelter Benefactors Are Namni

Obituary; Kin Helena 111cr, 1973
Shnner 1 the Mon& Robed Lee 111cr
B&B gives stars haven away from . Amencan Statesman, no date. Austin Histoiy

Center
August lIfer, New Encyclopedia of Texas
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MRS. HELrqA ZILLER
Mrs. Helena Ziller, 93, of so

Edgecljtf, died Sunday In t
local hospital. She was the
widow at the late RcflJ.J
Ziller, and had been a resident
)f Austin eO years, She was a
member of the Presbyterian
Church. member of the Roard
of Directors of the Humane
Society, very activa In the
Heart Association and
American Cancer Seedy.
Survivors include a

sisler’ijj4aw, Mrs. V. C. Layne,j
Austin, and a friend, Mrs.
tGladys Riddle, who has resldej
with Mn, Ziller for 25 years,

Funeral will be at 1 p.m.
Tuesi’ay at l’Jilko.Clay Funeral]
‘lome, Rev, John I!. 1ltrtdrlck,
pastor of Westmirliater1
Presbyterian Church,
Reaumont, officiating. Burial
will be in Oskiood Cemetery.
The desiring ma, mskej

contributions to the Humane,
Society.

-

‘ti

b’
MRS. HELENA ZJtLfl

Funeral for Mrs. Helena
Ziller, 3, of dgecflff will
be Thesday at i p.m. train the
Chapel of the Wllke.Ciay
Funeral Home, with Dr. John

:R. Rendzlck, pasto, of
Westm_rnste,. Presbyterian

ClWrth in Beaumont
officiating Burial will be in
Oakwood Cemetery.

Pallbearers will he John
Daveisp Kenneth Ragsdare,
Forest Pearson Dr. 6, D.
Stilwo-tj Doyle Nor4yke and
Vernon Bridwell,

Honorary pallbearers will be
Dr. George E. Clark, Dr. Fred
(‘barRen Dt Dred Lowry, and
the members of the Board of
Directors of Austin Humane
Society.

I Sur’ include her
atster.jn.iaw Mrs V. C, l4yfleIJot Austin; a friend, Mrs. 6ladyi
Riddle who has resided with’
Mn. Ziiter for 23 years:
niece. Mrs. John N. (Dorothy
Hendrick of Beaumon a
cousin Mrs. P4, W. Huffnan of
Karmack.

Mn. tiler died Sunday In alocal hospitaj.
Those desthag may flake

contribution1 to the Auitjn
humane Society.4.),, fl$

Benefactors
e Named

By LoRRAxN BARNES
Zillet r

Edgeclift Ten •

lien that the enjoyment of pet
lxiiids character mid bappines I

people. re loners of th
moon oath gift te the fund to pci
ride an edequate animal shelte
for this area.

Announcement of the contribt
tots’ Identity was made Saturda
by John Daveiport, presIdent o
the Humane Society of Austin an
Travis County, alter receipt
the gift boaed the abetter btaild
lag clos, to its $49,210 goaL

Approximately $lS,OtO remains
be collectad Is public donations U
an au-out campaign that will Opel
Monday and extend through Jun
21 under the direction of Garde,
Mlii.. The society hopes to stir
construction of the air conditlonet

I shelter in July, implementIng ai
‘agreement wider which the Ru
mane SocIety will operate the (a
cility in coopentlon with the City

Mr. and Mrs. ZU1ers miii bill
top home overlooking lb. Coloradc

(See Pfl, Page Al)

C,

0; tt. 2%’’.t#Pet Sheltqj’

RIver is a haven for many pete
IThey have enjoyed aX cued to

animals all their lives — Zlile
Ii , his wife 75 — aixi they at’
(flinty of the conviction that s
love of animala takes care of me)
human problems, “Let a chilihave an animal to love end mt
alter and you don’t nave a bs
boy, a problem child,” tiler tie
dared.

Mc pointed out that the mew ant
mci shelter will do more than of.
fer humane care and dispesltlor
of lost apd abandoned pets. ‘itwill have a fIne educational ef.
tool,” Zilier said, “ and it willmake more families realize the
happiness they can have by taking
pets into their homes.”

Ziller, member of a pioneer Aus’
tin family cmi ‘ friend of the Late
Colonel S. 54. House and Governor
Stephen Nofl, was a directer onthe exectltive board of the aid Aus.
tin Humane Society. Till. organi.
cation worked wIth a, welfare of’fleer wilt police Power Is iaedie



neglected ci en and Instances
of cruelty to animals.

-! Besides their $ILDOO contribution
to the building turd, the Ziller.

‘have given ether substantial do-a
nations to the present Hwiiane So
dety — guts totaling around $850.
It is also their intention to provide.
bequests to the shelter and to the
Shrine Hospital for Crippled Cliii
dren -

I Almost any animal — lost. stray
ed. hungry — can find a home with.
the Zillers. They have at present
a colony of 10 French Alpine goats,
blooded animals In which they
take great pride. Six cats reside
injheir ‘touse sC feeding station
oif the lawn attrspts thotsands of
birds. At one time a mother rac

;‘cnon. overcoming her timidity un
der Zilier’s gentl. band. brought
in I family of five babies to share

‘room and board. A bobcat purred
in the barn. raising. 7aLler says,,
“a noise like a b’actor”

I While her husb1nd favors cats
• and yields to no one In his dmira

of their intelligence. Mrs. 211-
icr describes herself u “a horse

iand dog wran.” She is a paintert
and divides her talents between

,flowers. landacapa and portraits
of favorite pets, and will contribute
sorts of the animal pictures to the
new shelter

I Biller’s sympathy and generosity
sometimes take a warmly whImil
cal turn, On a atristmas Eve he
filled his pockets with sliver dol’
late and pused them cut La strang
ers as a gesture at1oodwitL Moth
er time he went along the sLreet

‘I spying parking meters with the red,
flag up. Biller put a nlcMe In each
meter, then Left a note for the ear
owner saiggntlng that he remit the

i $1 saved ‘In a fine to a charity

j Zilier shared a love of animals
‘and poetry with Colonel House.
‘and the two liked to drive into the
country; make coffee over a wood

I’ tire and talk about books. Letters.
from Roust. written while Presi-’

P dent Wilson’s advisor was at the
9 Paris peace conference, are padi

ed away in BlUer’s house. souve
nirs of an old friendship.

The Biller family acquired Aus
it tin real estat, holdings ,after
id Michael Ziller, who had bean a

soldier under Napoleon. came to
the Texas ‘ capital and built. his

sa5’ the first rock house
on Congress Avenue — oq the

Li site of the lAttlefleJd DLlfldlng.
August tiller. Robert Biller’s lath
er. was prominent In business and
civic life, and a volunLeer nrc

1 chief- -
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ROBERT LEE ZILLER
, How often do you come away from a

conversation with another person feel-
• lag completely refre,hed and knowing

that you have spent your táme to your
., own advantage? Such was the writer’s

privilege recently whet talking with the
Shrixer of the Month, Noble Robert Lee
Ziller.

2 Noble Ziller was bonl and educated in
Austin. He attended the University of

jt” Texas and aitboogh he did not graduate
¶ Iron, that institution he was awarded at certificate denoting his accompLishments

..,) In the fields of cemlstry and physics,
, Noble Ziller devoted much of his early

Life to inventions and has obtained many4 patents on various items in countries
- throughout the worLd. Most outstanding

of his efforts have been his contributions
. to irrigation projects and to non.x
‘ plosive fuel containers, In recognition of

his work in the field of Irrigation Mr.
r-ui was awarded a medal at the Na‘%‘i.... tional Irrigation Exposition, Pueblo,
‘ Colorado, in 191O upon which It was

stated that It was “Awarded in Recogni
• ‘€- ‘ tion of xee4lence.”

‘ We believe that Noble Ziller’s phil-• osophy of life ii best explained by a-. statement he made, “1 have devoted my
g life to doing things that will help ether4-/I Living things and to kep them fromj,’ suffering.” Mr. Ziller’s efforts have ex.

I tended beyond the human i-ace as a trip
to the animal shelter will convtnce the
reader. This shelter, recently constructedby the Austin and Travis County Hu
mete Society, has designated Si$4 tit the jilter Memorial Shelter in tee

‘ opiition of the very sizable contribu
‘ Lion he made to the project. ae has aj1,Q love for every living thing that is mostrefreshing to see.

Noble Ziller is a member of Austin
Lodge No. IZ A. F. & A. M, He served
his Lodge as Worshipful Master in 1910.
Re received his Scottish Rite Degrees
In 1908—the Lodge of Perfection on
March 16 and the Chapter on March 17.
Re went to Galveston for the ,Council
sad Coiislstory Degrees but situated
with the Austin Bodies when they were

0/the 1fl0th

organized and became a charter membe
of bath the Council and Conaistory. Hwas created a Noble in Ben hut i’empl
on April 10, 1908.

For his love of mankind, his contribctiors to efforts to make life mon pleasant and for his continued interest Iall things Masonic, we ay tribute tthis grand old member this month.
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Members of the Landmark Commission,

In order to meet your schedule for reviewing the Ziller House application on September 27th,
the SRCC Executive Committee held a
meeting via email between September18 and noon September 22, 2010.
All voting members were in favor of the Ziller House receiving historic landmark status. It will
make an excellent addition to the neighborhood’s collection of historic properties.

Thank you for this opportunity to have community input.

Sincerely,

Sarah Campbell, President
South River City Citizens (SRCC) Neighborhood Association


