
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0032 HLC DATE: September 27, 2010
PC DATE: December 14, 2010

APPLICANTS: Tim and Pam Walker, owners

HISTORIC NAME: Robert and Helena Ziller House

WATERSHED: Town Lake

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 800 Edgecliff Terrace

ZONING FROM: SF-3NP to SF-3-H-NP

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from family residence — neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to family residence
— historic landmark — neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:
The ca. 1937 house was designed by an rn-house Calcasieu Lumber Company architect, Lee
M; Smith; who went t-hveh wnprtpracticetrtstinzPfre±utwis -an —

excellent example of a Mediterranean Revival villa with an asymmetrical façade, stucco
finish, rounded surfaces, square tower, patterned tile accents at the doorway, and an
abundance of wrought iron. The house was the home of Robert and Helena Ziller, noted
spiritualists and benefactors of the Town Lake Animal Shelter.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP. Vote: 6-0 CLeary absent).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change from SF-
3-NP to SF-3-H-NP. Vote: 6-0 (Chimenti, Reddy, and Hernandez absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is listed as a Priority 2 for research in the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: February 10, 2011 ACTION: Postponed to March
24, 2011 at the applicants request.

March 24, 2011 Postponed to April 21, 2011 at the
applicant’s request.

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6-454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: South River City Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:
Architecture:
The ca. 1937 is an excellent example of a Mediterranean Revival villa with an asymmetrical
stucco façade, roun&arched doorway with a patterned tile surround, and a scalloped bottom
to the projecting bay to the left of the front door. A square tower with a round-arched
arcade rises from the southwest corner of the house. Fenestration consists of Colonial
RevivaFstyled 6:6 wood frame windows. The porte-cochere was extended to shelter the



elevator entrance on the south side of the house, and a belvedere with stained glass has
been added to the roof for the top of the elevator equipment. The porte-cochere has a
segmental-arched entry and matches the house with its stucco finish. Ironwork on the
house includes the window grilles mentioned above, the front stair railing, and gates The
roof is composition shingle with deep eaves and brackets.

Historical Associations:
Robert Ziller (1871-1961) was descended from an old Austin family. His German grandfather
Michael Ziller, was an early Austin pioneer, hauling freight from Galveston to Austin by ox-
cart and opening a general merchandise store on Congress Avenue in the city’s first stone
building, and an early hotel. Various members of the Ziller family worked as deputy tax
assessors in Austin, including Robert’s father, August Ziller. August Ziller was a Christian
Scientist and raised his only child, Robert in the faith. Robert. however, began his own
spiritual journey, and after wandering too far from the fold, was personally ex-communicated
by Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, and a personal friend of the family.
Robert Ziller was born in Austin, but educated in Berlin. Germany. He attended the
University of Texas but did not graduate. He was an ingenious inventor, especially in the
areas of irrigation and non-explosive fuel containers. He managed the family’s considerable
real estate in Austin, and with his second wife, Helena. purchased this property and built the
house in 1937. Helena Layne Ziller was a Tennessee-born opera singer who shared Robert’s
spiritualism. She believed she had communications with the dead, and transcribed many
conversations with those who had passed over. The Zillers were animal lovers, and provided

-hal-f-the funding-for-the uetin-Hmiane-Seeiety-to- hu-iM-the-Town bake Animal-Center -After
Roberts death in 1961, Helena continued to live in the house, which she shared with her
widowed sister-in-law and a lady friend, who worked as the receptionist at the Humane
Society. She was a known “character” in Austin long before the city began to celebrate its
weirdness. her yellow Corvette, red hair, and leopard-skin clothing adding to her legend. .er
her death in 1973, her sisteriniaw, who was a beneficiary of a life estate interest, lived here
until 1990, when the house went to the Scottish Rite Temple, as had been stipulated in Robert
Ziller’s will. The lodge sold the house to Bill Bowne, an architect and interior designer, who
restored the house and converted it to a bed and breakfast. Wendy Sandberg and Sam Kindred
continued the bed and breakfast after they purchased it in 1993, catering to celebrities who
were visiting in Austin, including Clint Eastwood, Walter Cronkite, Lyle Lovett, and Dennis
Quaid. The present owners, Pam and Tim Walker, purchased the house in 1999 and make
their home here,

PARCEL NO.: 02010304040000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 11 through 13 and Lot 17, Block 53, Travis Heights

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $13,132 (owner-occupied); city portion:
$2,2, 701 (capped) — with AISD participating; $7,192 without AISD participation.

APPRAISED VALUE: $1,281,677

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONIJITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS: Tim and Pam Walker
800 Edgecliff Terrace
Austin, Texas 78704

DATE BUILT: ca. 1937



ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Wrought iron window grilles were added in the 1990s when
the house served as a bed and breakfast. When the current owner was diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis, they added an elevator, extending the porte-cochere to shelter the
exterior elevator door, which is the original arched front door (which had been in storage),
and built a belvedere with stained glass onto the roof of the house for the top of the elevator
equipment. The original wrought-iron gates were replaced with wrought-iron electric gates.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Robert and Helena Ziller (1937)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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Original front door of the house, now the elevator entry door on the south side
This door was in storage when the current owners purchased the house. Note the Z

YFr

Robert and Helena Ziller House
800 Edgecliff Terrace

Ca. 1937

patterns in the windows.



New electronic gates at the front entry
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Example of decorative ironwork — railing at the front door

Living room



Living room fireplace with Z for Ziller
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Original tilework in bathrooms



A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING

PROJECT INFORMATION:

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY

APPLICATION DATE: ? 1 FILE NUMBER(S) C.i qIL—€20th — p
TENTA TIVS HLC DATE:
TENTATIVE PC or ZAP DATE:______________
TENTATIVE CC DATE:_____________ CITY IN1TIATED: ‘YES! NO
CASE MANAGER £k°’i c 5. ROlLBACK ‘YtS!NO
APPLICATION ACCEPTED BY:______________________________

BASIC PROJECT DATA:

1. OWNERS NAME: Tim and Pam Walker
2- PROJECT NAME: Helena & Robert Ziller House
3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range): 800 EdecIiff Terrace

ZIP 78704 COUNTY: Travis
IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:

______________

LOCATED FRONTAGrETTfIEnE 7ñbTWCLE ONfl SIDE OF
-

____________

(ROADNEPROPERflFRONTSONTOVJHlCHlS
APPROXIMATELY

______________

- - DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSEC11ON WITh CROSS STREET.

AREA TO BE REZONED:

4.ACRES 0.5515 (OR SQ.Fr_

____

5. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:

EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES / SQ. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
ZONING USE (IF MORE USE ZONING

r THAN 1)
_SF-3_

- SF’-3H

_____
_____

RELATED CURRENT CASES

6.ACTIVEZONINGCASE? (YES/Nfl) FILENIJMBER.
7, RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES / NO) FILE NUMBER:
5. SUBDIVISION? (YES/NO) FILE NUMBER[g SITE PLAN? (YES/NO) FILE NUMBER

--

Revse0 June 30, 2002 ‘r L



DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL ID.:

II. VOLLME 1389 PAGE 2299 TAX PARCEL ID. NO. 02010304040000

OTHER PROVISIONS:

[là IS PROPERTY INAZONING COMBINING DISTRICT I OVERLAY ZONE? YES/NO
TYPE OF COMBINING DISTIOVERLAY ZONE (NCCDNP. elc)____

13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NATIONAL REGIStER HISTORIC DISTRICT? yES NO
14. IS ATIAREQUIRED? YES; NO (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOT CHANGING)
TRlPSPERDAY_________
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S):

___________________

OWNERSHIP TYPE:

15. SOLE X COMMUNITY PROPERTY PARTNERSHIP CORPORATION TRUST

II owiership is other than sole or cammunily property, list ndivduals/partiers/ynoipals below or allach separate sheet.

OWNER INFORMATION:

16.OWNERCO ACTINF MATI
SIGNATURE

-- -- NM1L Tim and Pam Waiker
JJRMNAMENLà - - _flEtEPNO4t-NUM&W-244411 2616 coIl
STREET ADDRESS: 800 Edgedtf Tecrace
CITY: Austin STATE: TX ZIP CODE 78704
EMAIL ADDRESS: pam@kostasbirrie.com

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

17. AGENT CONC4FO.RMAT,IWM
SIGNATURE: \r,4LF.4€2 tY2.r- NAME Phoebe A11e9

.r:RM NAME TELEPF-ON NUMhF<. Sz44- 326
I STREET ADDRESS 2510 Cdnew Drive
CTY: Aostn STATE TX ZIP CODE: 78704
CONTACT PERSON: Phoebe Allen TELEPHONE NUMBER- 51 262781TC nell
EMAIL ADRESS. phoebe2Inkçgma:I.eon1
L________________

____ ___ __________

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

________________________________________________________

Rcvscd June 30. 2002 2



C. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITrAL VERICATION

My sqnature attests to the fact that the attached application nackage is compiete and accurate to the best of my
knowledge. understwd that proper City staff review of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the informebon
proviced and that any inaccurate or inadequate information provided by me/my firrrfec. may delay the proper review of
this application.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
IN ICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.L ujwv 7,a-_
Signature Date

Tim & Pam Walker
Name (Typed or Printed)

INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

As owner or authorized agent. my signature authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
I ICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

Signature Date

Tim & Pam Walker
Name (Typed or Printed)

Revised June 30, 2002 3



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,

Restrictive Covenants
and 1 or

Zoning Conditional Overlays

I, Pam & Tim Walker, have checked for subdivision dat notes, deed restrictions,
iPint name of ap-plitait)

restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses and/or requiring certain
development restrictions i.e. height, access, screening etc. on this property, located at

800 Edgecliff Terrace, Austin TX 78704
Address Cr Legal Oechpbont

Lot 11-13 & 17, BIk 53, Travis Heights

If a conflict should result with the request I am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision p1st notes,
deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays it will be my responsibility to resolve
it, I also acknowledge that I understand the implications of use andfor development restrictions that are a
result of a subdivision p1st notes. deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays.

I understand that if requested, I must provide copies of any and alt subdivision p1st notes, deed restrictions.
restnctive covenants and/or zornng conditional overlay information which may apply to this property.

3

____________ __

(Applicant’s signature) (Date)

THE FOLLOWING CITY HISTORIC LANDMARK CRITERIA relate to the ZlIler House:
1. Character, interest or value, as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City of Austin,
2. Recognzion as a Recorded ?eas Historic Landmark (to be submitted this fall).
3. Embodiment of distinguishing charactehstics of an architectural type or specimen,
8. R&ationship to other distinctive buildings, sites, or areas wnich are eligble for preservation according to a plan based

on architectural, histonc, or cultural motif.
7. Portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an area of history characterized by a distinctive architectural

style.
9. Exemplification of the cultural, economic, social, ethnic, or historical heritage of the City. State.
11. ldenbticaticn with a person or persoas who significantly contributed to the culture and development of the City, State

or United States.
12. A building or structure that, because of its location, has become of value to a neighborhood, community area, zc the

city.
13. Value as an aspect of communitysentirnent or pubiic pride.

6

Revised June O, 2O62 4
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Nelda Wells Spears
Trav_., County Tax Assessor-Coll - or

P.O. Box 1748
Austin Texas 78767

(51±) 854-9473

ACCOUN’I’ NUMBER: 02-0103-0404-0000

PROI’ERfl OWNER: PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

WALKER TIM & PAN WALKER LOT ll-13&17 ELK 53 TRAVIS HEIGHTS
800 EDGECLIFF TER
AUSTIN, TX 78704-1315

ACRES .0000 MINi 000000000000 TYPE

SITUS INFORMATION; 800 ELECLIFF TSR

This i to certify that after a careful check of tax records of this office, the
toflowing taxes. aeIinaent taxes, penalties and interests are due on thedescribed property of the following tax unit (s)

YEAR EwrI’ry TOTAL2009 AUSTIN ISO *ALL PAID*
CITY OF AUSTIN (TRAy) •ALL PAID*
TRAVIS COUNTY *j, PAID*
TRAVIS COUNTY HEALTECARE DISTRICT *ALL PAID*
IiCC (TRAVIS) ALL PAID*

TOTAL SEQUENCE 0 ALL PAID

TOTAL TAX: *ALL PAID*
JNPAID FEES: * NONE *

INTEREST ON FEES, * NONE *

COl’NISSION: * NONE *

TOTAL DUE =n *ALL PAIDt

-TAXES—PAID ?OW-Y€AR 200-9-—---$27$5.09

ALL TAXES PAID IN FULL, PRIOR TO ANI) INCLUDING THE YEAR 2009 EXCEPT FOR UNPAIDYEARS LISTED ABOVE
The above decribed property may be subject to special vai.uation based on itsuse, and additional rollback taxes may become due. (Section 23.55, StateProperty Tax Code)
Pursuant to Section 31.08 of the State Property Tax code, there is a fee of$10.00 for all Tax Certificates.

GIVEN tINDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON TIlTS DATE CF 08/35/2010

Nelda Wells SpearsFee Paid: $10.00 Tax Assessor-Uo]lector

By:

RUPPM printed on 08/05/2010 @ 09:32:07:30 Paget

•



Helena & Robert Ziller house
800 Edgcclifl’I’enace, Austin, Texas

Compiled by Phoebe Allen

Robert 701cr. member cia respected pioneer Austin family, and his wife, Helena.
eonstnicted their remarkable Me4iiettatieart Revival home in 1937 The Travis I lcights house is
situated on a cliii overlooking downtown Austin at the point wheic Blunn Creek enters thc
Cok-.rado River. Like the Reutur house and the GiJlespie Stacy House iii Travis I lei9hls, the
HaLts House and the MaericL Miller House in West Campus, the Ziller house is a picttites&ue.
itiegular villa constructed between the wars, in part to take mtDImum advantage of fine vistas,
now dinitnished due to buildings and vegetation Most lealure Weigi Brothers ironwork and a
high level of uraftsrnanchip. The caned living rtxm and library mantels In the Lillei home are of
eweptional note.

I*dgeclifiTerrace ends at the Ziller House gates and an original high, stuccoed stone fencc.
live oaks are pi-omineni in (he front garden The Ziler’s borne was a haven for ariitiials, and they
ere benefactors of Austin’s Humane Sxiety. Helena Ziller lived at the house until liet death in
1973; her sister-in-law Ruth Layne remaIned in the home until her death in March of 19%, when
the home ws donaied to the Scattish Rile Temple More recenijy the Zilley House was a bed-
and-breakfast, its clientele induding such luminaries as Clint Eastwood, Walter Cronkite, Linda
Ellerbee. Meg Ryan. Dennis Quaid and lylel-oveti It reverted to single-family staths in YQO.

WiTh the ecception of the addition of the elcaror. elevator access and porte-cochere. which
were carefully designed to be in harmony with the original style, the home has an unusually high
degree of historic integritvin both the inteliOf and exterior architecture The Ziller Hisise is
deserving of Historic Landmark atus by both the City of Austin and Suite of Texas

Architectural style
The architect is listed as Lee M. Smith’ in the 1937 Building Pcrmi:, which notes the

estimated cost as $tt),(XX), and ‘rhoma.s Simnacher and Son as the contractor Icr the two—ston
house plus basement with integrated garage. The idler House features chanaleristics cl the
Spanish Eclectic style. Mediterranean Revi’al stylistic features air seen in the asyrnmelncal
stucco façade, prominent front gable. canlilevered window, dramatic entry — a1mtt a Tnumphai
Arch. and ornamental ironwork, some of which is attributed to Weig] I ronwortc. The house also
exhibas charactensttcs ol the Colonial Revisiti styk’. In particular it six over six windows with
cutters -

The three impressionistic arches on the façade are meant to suggest projecting roof timbers or
vigas typical of the Spanish Colonial style. l3rackets under the estende.l balcony on thc left are
also more suggestive than supportive, as is the arched wing wall with the gate on the right corner.

he upper gable pipes, which serve as ventilation for the awe, suggest prcecung timbers These
characteristics, as well as the massing ct the house itself and its vertical oHentatuin, distinguish

.oogtxn i)am creased Io.’n Lair in 1960
icc M. Smith is listed in the 1937 city dutckxy as dO aahitcct rot Cakasrts. I zmba Ca I Its listing as an irehitect

in prisaic praclice is in bold iii the 1939 d_rrcccun
- lix iwne on the huithag pa-mi o ctiltic-uIr in read ilionias Simanebe, ii listed in the i935 cii> directory o a
uarpciitcr. he is not hsLr.d in 11w 1937 directory

utter I-louse 8/lu/lU I of 10



its minimalist approach to the Spanish Colonial style, which was very popular in early

Hollywood lifestyles, and this was a perfect I lollywood mansion (rem the Twenties era
The building permit, dated November 26, 1937, indicates a concrete foundation, stucco walls,

and a pitched roof of asbestos shingics and tin.

Architect In NI. Smith is fisted in the Austin City Directory of 1937 as an aichitcet with
Cateasicu Lumber Company, which had its own stable of building dosigneis, most of whom
were not certified architects (registration of architects did not begin until the 19’30s); Smith is not
listed with the AlA. Most of the Caicacieu designs were reasonably conservative, Occasionally,
though, they showed off. Carl Drake (1864-1934) and his brother, William Shennan Drake,
(father of Katherine Drake Elan. co-f ounder nithe Austin History Center), founded Caicasieu
Lumber Company in l3, Calcasicu’s architects designed a prominent house at 2 Niles Road
for William Drake after most of his six clii Wren were grown up; it is generaily called the Roy
Butler I louse today. William Sherman Drake Jr. (1’XSi%7) was the vice president and
assistant manager of Cakasieu in l937(and Austin’s mayor in 1951-52); and RO. Mueller was
the vice president and general manager.

Landscape
The house faces east at the end of Bdgeeli(ITemace. where the driveway enters throul!h Iwo

farce, wrought iron gales and leads to the front double doors of the basement level the original
garage space) and to the recent porte-cochcre addition to the south. A separate guest
hens/garage is located to the immediate left of the entry. Travis Park borden the property on the
north side; there is no path to the river or park, nor any connection to the hike and bike trail from
the house,

A vety laigc oak dominates the front garden. Second owner 13ll Bownc filled in a large (20x
WRftskflrWit1fWa1orUTeriiiThflThiWarden cirdflEUngmal patio stones and palñW’
are found in the north garden. Mr. Ziller created stone walkways and terraces below the house
where he planted fruit trees He raised priied French Alpine goats and gave goat milk to people
whocouldn’tdrink cow milk- A goatshed (30x l2feett used to been ihe north side of the house.

Bewne also added the rear garden gazebo roof, which is from the old Zyder Zce Restaurant,
The peril area was added about 199K

Interior
Ongtnal white oak Ilexirs arc found throughout the house (some under carpets). The home

was furnished by the current owners with old world antiques: there is no original furniture, The
living room features high ceilings (nine ted nine inches) with original beams and a beautiful
fireplace of carved, fossilized limestone. The mantel features a large “7” on a caned shield with
rope and grape cluster details. The scone-es on either side ol the fireplace are original. ‘l’he
original ceiling fixture, which also has a grape motif, has been moved to the head ol the stairwell,
Current owners added the interior ironwork around the living xmi windows to accentuate the
windows: curtain rods are not original.

All bathrooms have original, colorful tile-work and cabinetry. Commodes are stanllxxf
‘1937”; stnkq and tubs are original, hut not taps. Cabinets in two of the bathrooms have cutouts
in the shape of the letter “1’. The kitchen has a new floor and counter tops; cabinets are original.

Kathrrtw’, sister Julia and tier husl,and, Dr .‘lrun,an Morris and four children lived there after her parents died,
‘I he boast was evenn.aliy sold to the Buticrg

Ziller House 8/10/10 2 of 10



The large black Vent Ahood. made in Richardson. Texas, is original and worbc i’hc onginal
intercom, connecting the kitchen to the upstairs master bedroom, still works: it has copper tubing.
Weigi Ironworks is likely responsible for the artistic stairwell railing and the light fixture at the
top of the stairs, which originally hung in the living rcxnn.

The north bedroom was the bedroom of Angela Ziller, All ceiling lights upstairs are originals.
The balcony ironwork is onginal, probably by WeiL The librury/bedroont oti,irially had a good
view of the Capitol. The unusual caned Wood mantel and surround in the Library was brought
by the Zillers from a previous home, perhaps that of tiller’s grandmother. The side smoking
porch. which had been screened in by Bowne. was glassed in by the Walkers.

Robert Zilter used the Library as his bedroom. Lena was in the master bedroom nest door.
The former doorway in the bath, between the two main bedrooms, is now sealed. The former
dumbwaiter to the kitchen, in a closet, was appropriated for AC ducts. A sleeping porch is
adjacent to the master bedroom There as’ original ceiling lights in both rocinm. The small
bedroom is said to have been called the ‘Lord’s Room” anti is believed to have had an altar and
several crucifixes and icons5;the overhead light fixture, a fivejxAntcd star, may have had a
spiritual meaning, or perhaps it was just a Texas star.

The basement floor today includes a bedroom, TV room, bath and office. These are not
historic. When purchased in 1989. the basement was unfinished and appeased to have been used
to house animals. Mr. bIter had a workshop in the basement for his inventions. Animal pens
were in what is now the laundry room, and partitions for larger animals, probably the goats, were
in ocher rooms. Theziller basement also had a bath and a servant’s room. The glass-block bath
was added by the Kindreds.

Alterations
According to the current owners, and as verified by the drawing approved by the City in

giwihnr thrhcime’s building peinril, tlw ftxirpiiiii of thcrtiouse has twa changed until recently,
when the elevator was added due lottie owner’s increasing disability From multiple sclerosis. A
porte-cocliere was consequently exiended from the existing brackets on the south side of the
house, mu inring the detail of the gatcd entry on the northeast front comerol the house, to otter
shelter for entrance to the elevator. The original an:hcd front door, which had been in storage,
was moved to the elevator entry; it features ‘Ts” on two small windows. The elevator equipment.
located in the top of the elevator tow-cr, required access from the flat widow’s walks on the steep
roottop. The previous l8-tnch clearance proved inadequate — a workman was injured and
insurance adjuston saw access as a safety issue. Thus attic/roof access was added in a small
belvedere-like spice on the roof. Seeing that it was not small enough to resemble a chimney, the
Walkers added an arch with ironwork and style details to match the style of the house. (if the
minimal additions to the home noted above, only the porie-cocherc is visible [roni the street,

The original basement carnage house doors were removed and replaced to let more light into
the basement; they al-c in storage. Two wrought iron front gates, with a “1’ in the middle oleach,
have been removed and stored on site, l’hese were repla td with wrought non electronic gates.
The adjacent pedestrian gale is original and is a smaller version of the original carriage gales.
The interior flooring, tiles, cabinetry and fixtures are original except for one liuhi fixture on the
first [Jour, which is stored.

3(briuiin Science ctu,dics do not hawc alian or list any symbols, ansses or eniciflxes.

Zillerilouse 8/10/10 JoftI)



Original ironwork on one upper window disappeared with a repairman itt the early 1990s,
Thus the ironwork over the ectcrior windows, which is appiopriate to the slyle, Was adduil by
previous owners, the Kindreds, The current owners tiled the front claus; they were previously
painted red. Architect and previous owner 13111 lIowne added the AC in the old boiler roon in the
basement, Electrical and plumbing arc original.

Ziller FamIly History
Robert Ziller’s German grandparents, Michael (l)3-I858) and Catharine Keisel Ziller

(1824-1862) immigrated toTexus from Franceaftcr Michael received an honorablcdisehargc
from Ihe French annyt in 183L perhaps as early as ll34. Michael began hauling freight from
Gahesioti to Austin b; oscar? and operated one of the first hotels in the city, the old Missouri
House, at the southeast corner of Brazos and Sixth (20! E. 6th), In 1849 he built the first stone
building8on Congre.ss Avenue at the northeast corner of 6th and Congress, now the site of the
Littldfield Building. There he ran a general merchandise store, selling and tmthng stock.
especially pelts9. ay 11450, with property valued at$12$430, Michael Ziller was the fourth most
prosperous10individual in Auslin; he served as an Aldermanui the year before his death in l458.

‘[‘he Zitlers had five children, Henry Harry 7111cr was the second son (1853-). Ilertha
Steriing & Henry I-lanyZiller’s 1881 Eactlake slide home at 1110 l3lwico in the Castle Hill
neighirhood, sometimes refereed to as the Swambisat [louse, is a City, State and National
Register l,.andmark. I Ienrv was a tinner for a stoves and tinwae dealer in the lS7Os and became
an assistant tax assessot and collector, serving for 43 years under his brother-in-law, Fred
Stoning, the city’s chief ia’s assessor arid cdlectoiz 12

Michael Ziller’s eldest son, August Ziller (1846-1918) and his brother William13 were horn
in Austin and attended IJasirop Militas’v 4eadem August left school at the age of In tojoin the
Conedcracy. Alter the war ended, August ran a confectionery store for a short time and was a
volunteer lire chief before becoming a &putTitytax askssor. He served with the State
government in public works the remainder ci his career.t4 August. his wile Marie (Man), son
Robed, and several other family members were Christian Science practitioners.

August and William married sisters Marie (1R48-1934) and Theresa (1852-) Adam liertel,
dauehters of Augusta Adam, who arrived in Austin by 1K57 in an oxcart with two young

Al—itiography I’iie—!.iIier FanIy, Austin Ftistcwy Center, incinctes a copy of ‘vtichaei Ziiier’sdischarge t9°-
Nh Smithwtck, The Evolution of a Stair: or, Recollections of OidTcxa,s Days (AILstin: The Sicck Company,

19(N)), pp. 2(4-ti; Davis, v.111, p.2113.
“J4aiik Brown, AnnalsofTravis Csnmly and of the City ofAtisrin from the Earliest rimcs to the (‘lose of 1875
mususctpt),AusIio Mislay Cenia, v. Vt, pp. 76-77; Smithwick, p.262.
- Maiy Sian Harklcy, Hisioryof Travis County amlAustm, l&49-i*99(Ausiii,: The Steck Company. 191S3),p. 53.

United States Census of Travis County, 1R5O. no. 35(1.
“David C. I lurnphrey,Aaciin, an Illusnated History (Northridge, CA: Wmdsor Publications, Inc., 1985), inside

Cover.
‘ AI-Biognphy ‘lie - Srcniug, Theodore, Austin 11isioty Center; W I Weeg. “Hrty Years iii itt Public Scrvicc’
Austin Stalesinau.. Nirveitihu. 2.3, 1924, p.S.

t)vic,v. lllp 211S (Aupust); Harlciey,p. 168 17t)(WilIiaxn). Aupw.tnttcudcdulw Upstp,p ?ttiLryAcad.toy,
which was renamed the lexas Military lnctimre in 1868 and moved to Austin in 11370 On Basimp Militny
Academy, see Walierpresceti Wcbb,ed., The Handt,ookof Tcsas (Austin: Texas State Historical Association,
l932),v. I,p 121.

August 7111cr, New Encyclopedia of 1gw. Compiled by Davis & Oiolr 1929. Iexa3 I)cvelnptncot Bureau,
Dallas. Pg. 211,3
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daughteis, Marv/Maiie and Thercs&5 both horn in Prussia). Augusta Adam ohusincd from the
Slate of Texas in 1857 two lots on which she built a no-ston’ rock house. now 403 Vest it
Street, whew Atiiztisl and Marie’s only child. Robert Ziller. lived aftet his birth in 1871 Robert
Ziller, who inherited the property when his gnmdmothcr died, remembered his gnmdrnothct as a
pioneer spirit, full of endurance during Irving time,’ along with her husband and fathers’ deaths.
her two bmthers were killed in war, and their family fortune was depleted; she came to America
to escape political unrest in Germany. bringing with her the family sifter and other cheers,
which she sold gradually to sup>rt her childrcft A house Augusta built in Austin sometime
between 1857 and 1868 iii [306 Guadalupe is a Recorded Texas Hislonc Landmark, At the lime
it was built, what is now the University ol Texas was a Natise American camping site. Robert
ZiflIer remembered 1mm stories told, that the native people would come to Augusta Adams’
house to exchange bear meal for spnng water and other gxxls”

Augusta lived nearby at 403 Walnut/West 14th Street with her new husband, German
stonemason Hennan Hertel, and Augusta’s two daughters, and later with her daughters’
families. Both sisters were schoolteachers at uric of the First pnatc girls’ school in Austin, built
adjacent to the Adaxns-Flenel-Zillcr home. ‘(‘heir students included Margaret Pease.
granddaughter of (lovernor Marshall Pease, and ima I logg, daughter of Ckvernoi Stephen Hngg.

Robert Lee ZUler (1871-1961) was hrn in Austin and educaied at the Jacob t3ickler School
on West 14th at Lavaca. He was sent, about the age of 13, to an academy in Berli& Germany.
He attended the University of Texas and was awarded a certificate denoting his accomplishments
in the fields of chemistry and physics, though he did not graduate. “He devoted much of his early
liic to invenfions and obtained mans patents ott various items in countries throughout the world.
Most outstanding of’ his efforts have been his

—_

explosive tueP9 containcrs In recngnioon of his work n the field of irngation, Mr. 111cr was
awarded a medal at the National Irrigation Exposilion, Pueblo, Colorado, inl9jO.”’

ZilIei and his lust wife Elizabeth ‘Bessle’ Harrison (1872-1917), who were married in
1897, had one daughter, Angen (1907-1953), Robert and l3essie were friends of Mary Baker
Eddy (1821-1910). who organized the Church of Christ, Scientist, in ls7 According to a
church manual, August and Mary tiller were admitted to membership in July of 1893: Robert
and ‘Iheresa tiller were admitted to membership on Sept. 30, l193 When Robert began to
deviate from Eddy’s teachings, she pcrsonall excommunicated Robert and Bessic from the
church before her death in 1910.

Robert managed a number ni real estate properties he had inherited f,;.m his bluer and
giundfathe.r. some thn%ntown on Congress Avenue. and had several hobbies that utilited the
workshop in his basement He con’esponded with Woodrow Wilson and other well-known
people all over the world. ‘I’he tillers numbered among their personal Iriends Governor Colquitt,
Governor Jim Hogg. and Cot Li M. I louse, Robert tiller was a Master of the Austin Masonic
Lodge #12 in 191011- He received his Scottish Rite Degrees in 1908 and was a charter member

[tic 1880 ccnas lists Augusta Ileitci a head of hvuschold, daughter Tcrc,a Adam,&,ru inlkussiajju.j-in-Iaw
A”’i filler ,34, bomarca tS46ixj Teza; datujiler Maiie,22, borninflussia, and grandson Robert.
‘1Wrntcnc C llnrrisnn, Ilistorvof 1306 Guadalupe Airctin, ‘i’etax, p3

*
Hanisun, p. 3.
Mr Robert filler, horn a 1961 çiestionnaire tiled in the Auslin history Center,

19Hc. pateiiicd a non..cAptndlng can for kennenc and gasolinc.
‘Sliri,ici ,f ilic Mujitli.’’ I iidated clipping fn*in uj.knowu source.
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of both the Council and Consiston’ in Austin. lie was created a Noble in Ben l-lur Temple in

In 1925 Robert entered intoa “spintnal”nwriage with his second wile Helena ‘L1ena’
Layne (1881-1973), an opera singer born in Tennessee, and, following the death of Roberts
mother, they built this house in 1937. They called the property F4gecl*fl’ C.ardens and practiced
tit J1IthC gaideni rig. building terraces on the steep banks ‘F the ri ci

According to some writings Jell with family members, Robed Ziller became deeply religious
or spiritual in his own way. It is said that he performed rituals of an unknown nature on the high
point now occupied by the gazebo. At some point, Robeit, Lena and Angela began receLving
communications from persons tong dead, which resulted n a number of wntten volumes dictated
to and transcribed by Lena and Angela’1:The Spear oft/re bctc’iaILyt. Me/rpm of the Legions.
Marcus the Gladiator, and (Jver the Eagles. Robert went to great lengths in Rekindled Fires to
explain that these were not novels or fiction, nor did they result irom seances. lt was said that
I ,ena had communication with a ghost that lived in the clcet of the. library room, which she kept
locked; she sculpted a likeness of the ghost’s head, which was st-ill in an estate sale]2

Angela was about 18 at the time ot’ her lather’s remarriage. An accomplished artisL she
wanted to become a professional ballet dancer; Robert and Lena did not approve, and Angela
eventually parted ways with the Zilleng. An only child, she died in 1953 at the age o146.

The 7illers were great animal ln’ers Their home was a haven for pets, including, at various

times, ten French Alpine goats. six cats, birds and even a bobcat. Following Angela’s death, the
fillers gave $25,tX%) in her memory toward building the ‘[own Lake Animal Shelter — halt the
total cost. 1’A brass plaque in front of the Shelter reals:

The Ziller Memorial Shelter of the Humane Society oI’Aitstin and Ti;nisC’iuni to
Robert 1.. filler and wife Helena Ziller and their daughter Angela filler, abtisu geneiotts

coninbunons and great interact in animal welfare resulted in this shelter,
‘A tribute to the memory of the dear pets large and small who came into our home and

with a steadfast love shown daily in endearing ways, brought sunshine into many of the
dark days of our lives.” .,, Robert I. filler

“lie liveth best who loveth best all things both great and small br the dear lord who
Ir’veth us he made and loves them all.”

Another instance of Robert” gt’nemstiy was the Christmas Eve he walked around town
giving out silyci dollars to .sttancrs along the way. He. Lena and Angela were active in the
WWII effort to collect scrap metal in a truck: photoizraphs show scrap piled up along the front
wall

Lena was a member of the Board of Directors of the I Iwnane Society at her death, and active
in the I leart Association and Amencan Cancer Society!” Robert had been a member ot the board
of directors of the old Austin I lumane Society. In addition to being an opera singer and pianist.
Lena was a painter of flowers. landscapes and pet portraits. After her husband’s death, Mn.
filler bought a yellow Corvette and began wearing leopard-skin-pont Capri fMlnts, her red hair
adding flair to her artistic appearance. After Mr. Ziller’s death, Ruth Lavne, the widow of Lena’s

t.iipiiIlishrd niiwustiipis.
halt, salt was managed by ba-ky Anal

aPci Shelter l3cnclaetors Arc Named.” American Statc,sinan, undated clipping. Aasun History (‘cnicr.
11 Ohiuary, ,\nicriciui Siatrsaiai,. Feb. 20, 1973
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brother Valtan, and Gladys Riddel, a mend of the family and receptionist at the Humane Society,
lived with Mrs. Ziuer from 1963 until her death in l9’71 Both Robert and I (elena are buried rn
Oakwood Cemetery. In his will, Robert planned for the Masonic I rdge to have his properties.
Lena carried out his wishes, but included a plan for Ruth L-ayne to have lifetime use of their
home. Ruth’s daughter Dorothy l.ayne I lendrick has the family pers in her possession.

Ruth and her family had use of the houe until Ruth’s death in 1990. The house then went to
Scottish Rite Temple, who sold it to Bill Bowne Ipronounced ‘bone’J. an intenor decorator and
architect, in 1990. He restored it, converting it to a bedand.brealcfast, It continued as a R&D
under new owners Wendy Sandhcrg & Sam Kindred in 1993, with such gucsts is Clint
Eastsvotxi, Walter Cronkite, Linda Ellerbee, Meg Ryan, Dennis Quaid and Lrlc L*netL the
house was returned to a single-family residence by the currcnt owners, Pain & Tim Walker, who
stayed at the B&13 penodically for over ten years prior to purchasing ifln Fehruar3 of 199’-,

Michael Zilier Family
John Michael Ziller(l858) m. Catherine Keisel 4
1. August (1846-1918) in Mary/Marie Adam Rend

a. Roberti. Ziller(l87l-1961)4 Angela(l907-1953)
2. Anna(lg47-)m. Jacoby
3. Marv(l50-)m [‘rice
4 Henry Harry (1853-)m. Bertha Sterzing

aH.HJr
h l’heodora Leslie in Bertha Kelp 4 Leslie. lack, Mkhael. Rebecca Melinda
c. Edward Safady

5. WilJiam(1857-I9IS)m TheresaAdam Ifertel
6. Pearl m. Mdftlffd’

Pam and Tim Walker, current owners of the Ziller I louse. are both natis’c Tenns. Tim was
born and raised in San Antonio, and Pam hails from Houston. They met while working at St.
Ldwards University in their first jobs after graduating from college -Tim as the school’s
basketball coach and Pam as an admissions counselor. The beautiful architecture of the Old
Main” building at St. Ed’s and the Spanish Renaissance influenced huildin&s at the University of
lexas inspired [‘am and Tini to want to own and care for their own historical home some day.

‘rim and Pam feB in love with the idler Ilotse when they first saw it in 1990 while visiting
from Dallas. where they then resided at the time. The home had just been purchased 5) an
architect in Austin. having had as its only prior occupants the Ziller family. The archLtect added
air—conditioning and opened the home as a bed and breakfast, which he graciously operated for
several years. Pain and Tim were some ot’ the first guests at the 8kB. It felt like home. and they
stayed there many times until it was available for purchase in the fall of] 998. They remember
consoling each other every time they traveled back to Dallas from Austin following a stay at the
Ziller House. with the promise “Some day we aregoing to own that home and not have 10 leave
it

Since purchasing the home, the Walkers have faithfully maintained its historic nature. All
walls within the home are as they were when built in J937. The 2007 elevator addition has
enabled the Walkers to remain in the home and to be able to grow old in it.

A copy ci the will is in the hands of the current owners, and is public record.
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jim is a financial advisor with Menill Lynch, with whom be has worked for 27 years. Pam
continues in her 2K-year praciice as a real estate attomey

I’he Walkers are proud to he stewards of the Zilters masterpiece and believe the histoi ical
designation sought by them will ensure forever its life and value to the community,

l)KED CHAIN for 800 F.dgeeliffTei-nve

0.4% acres of and out of the Isaac Decker League
Legal desunpuon: Lots II, 12, 13. 17, Block 53 ot the Resubdivision of Block 53, Tmvis
Heights, a Subdis ision of l’ras is County. Plat Vol. 450. pages 479-4W).

24 Feb 1999 Claire & (Tharlonc !3rn)ey to Pam &Tim Walker, Vol. 13389 page 2299.
$775,(a).

24 Feb 199’) Royce Wilson to Claire & Chailotte Raile, Vol. 13177, page 25’U

112 I-tb 1997 Samuel L Kindred dba TheZiller House and wife Wendy Sandberg Kindred to
Royce G. Wilson. Vol. 12871, page 3(.

19 Mar 1993 William K. lThwnc to Samuel I.. Kindred & Wcndy Sandbcrg Kindred dba The
/illcr house. Vol. I 1896. page 728.

4 Oct I9’X) Austin lxige #12. Ancient F-icc anl Accepted Masons. Austiw to William K.
_BawncYi1fl87ve592Jj95mL

11 Sept 1990 Amentrust Texas, trustee oil lelena Ziller, to Austin I.odgc #12, Ancient Free and
AccpIed Masons. Austin. Vol. 11269, page 561. Special Warranty Deed.

l’ollowing death ol Ruth Lane on 13 Mar l990. c4s I 1-13 and 17.

10 Mar 1937 Ella Belle Hammer. Katie Fl. Brunner. Frances K. Brunner. and Kalic H. Brunner
as ctxecutrix of theestate of Cludes J. Biunner deceased, to Ruben L Zillerand

wife Helena Ziller Vol. 55W page 170.

22 May 1930 Rcsubdivis’ion of Block Na 53, Bxk 450, pages 579-5&). by which lot 17 was
added to Block 53. as conveyed to Ella Belle I Iarnmer. Adopted and approvcd by

City Council on 4 Mar 1937. Deed Record Book 559. page 169-17(1

22 May 1930 Stacy Realty Company to Ella Belle Hammer, a widow: Lot 17. Block 53.
Harwood Stacy. Vice Presidenl. Vol. 450, pages (l-42.

25 Mar 1927 Ciuirns Loan & Inestment Co. by Wm. II. Stacy. to Ella Belie llrniiinei. Vol.
4(0, page 110-Ill. $3,(XXX Lots 11, 12, 13 in Block 53. NarBcok3, page 15.
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OCCUPANCY CHAIN [or 800 Edgecliff Terrace

1937 ZilIer Ruben (Helena I) real est & Angela ailist (a 604 W. l5
1939 ZilIer, Robi. I. (Helene) & Angela
1944-45 ZilIer, Angela real est

Robt. L (Helena) real est

949 Zilier, Angela
RobI. L• (I Iclena 5)

1954 ZilIci-, Robt. L (1 lelcna A)

1959 Ziller, Robt. I. (Helena)

1964 Ziller, Helena S (wid Robi 1); rear vacant

1969 Ziller, Helena S (wid Robi L) rvtd; rear Man J Roberts

1W4 Lavnc, Ruth C. Mrs. (wid Valtai)

1979 Vacant

1984 l..ayne. Ruth C. Mrs. Reid

1990 Filler, R.L (no nec.)

19% Ziller House: Kindred, Samuel & Sandberg, Wendy

Z(XX) 8(X) Tdgeclifi is not listed

2CX)5 Walker, Tim & Pain

APPENI)IX
[ Certificate
Survey Phn (site map)
Floor Plans: 1st and 2nd floor (wi clevaioraddition), basement, gangefguesthouse
Suncy &. Metes & Bounds, 1986
Clippings: ftt Sheila Benef.uti,rs Are Namixl

Obituary: Mrs Helena Ziller, 1973
Shriner of the Month: Robert Lee Ziller
R&Il gives stars haven away from . . American Statesman, no date, Austin History

Centcr
Augusi Ziller, New Encyclopedia ul ‘texas
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the Iturnanc Society of Austin an
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Approximately $tC,000 remains

be collected an publIc dooatinns ii
an all out campaign that will opt
Monday and extend through Jun
In under the cflreetion of Gordos
Mills, The society hopes to star
construction ir tie air conditioner
shetter in July. implementing a
agreement under which the Hat
mane Snelety wati operate the Ia
cihtv in cooperation with the City

Mr. and Mrs. Zilier own bill
tap honse over:eoxmg the Cnloradr

isee PETS, Page A6)

mar isaliaven for enany;cb
‘ri, have enjoyed anti cared fo
animals all their lives Zille
as at, his wife 75

— end they ar
firmly of the ronnctdon that

I love at animals takes care of inns
hurnar, problems ‘Let a chili
ha’ie an antrruat to love and Joel
alter and you don’t nuve a bat
bay, a yrobsem child,’’ Ziller de
dared

lIe ronted •,ut that the new at
mal shelter wall do more han at
icr humane care and disposi iii,
cf last apd ahsndonpd pelt. ‘‘tt

have a fine educational cffret, ‘ ailler uai, “ and it will
rla<e no: e families realize the
ceppIr,nss they can have by taking
pp’s inta heir homes

Illcr,an’rnher of a pioneer Aus’
tn famdy And ‘a friend of he late
Cotnnpj hi M. Raise anti Covernar

I .Steph,n Jfogg, Was a director on
te cxccut,rr bonrd of the aid Aus
tin Humane Society, This organ
tatlon s’orkpd writ & wcifarp of,
arer with police pea er to handjc



reglected e an and thstances
of cruelty to animals,

Besides their $2&00C contribution
to the buttthng fund, the Ziliers
have ven other substantial th
nations to the present Humane So’
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‘Shrine Hospital for Crippled Cliii
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Members of the Landmark Commission,

In order to meet your schedule for reviewing the Ziller House application on September 27th,
the SRCC Executive Committee held a
meeting via email between September18 and noon September 22, 2010.
All voting members were in favor of the Ziller House receiving historic landmark status. It will
make an excellent addition to the neighborhood’s collection of historic propertie&

Thank you for this opportunity to have community input.

Sincerely,

Sarah Campbell, President
South River City Citizens (SRCC) Neighborhood Association


