
 
 

COUNCIL QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
THURSDAY June 9, 2011 

 
 
Item #6:  Please provide a copy of the artist’s final design and the narrative.  (Council 
Member Chris Riley) 
 
Attached are a copy of the artist’s final design, the narrative, and a process summary. 
 

ASC_Design 
Narrative.pdf

ASC_Drawings.pdf ASC_ProcessSummar
y.doc  

 
Item #8:  Why is the city planning to create a new nonprofit to apply for this program 
instead of partnering with an existing Austin nonprofit/corporation?  (Council Member 
Chris Riley) 
 
The Federal regulations for this program require that a non-profit corporation be created 
to apply for the program. 
 
Item #3:  Please explain M/WBE participation for this Rotation List.  (Council Member 
Mike Martinez) 
 
We have confirmed that there has been limited work billed to the City for this Rotation 
List (approximately $25,000, mostly performed at the prime level).  As the result, there is 
no MBE/WBE participation to report.  It would have been more accurate to have stated in 
the RCA that the work is in its early stages, and there is no MBE/WBE participation to 
report.  Additionally, the RCA states that 22% of the total rotation list authority has been 
expended -- this should have instead stated 22% of the total rotation list authority has 
been encumbered for current assignments or is being held in reserve to complete future 
phases of those current assignments.  
  
Previous iterations of the Environmental RL have historically met and exceeded M/WBE 
goals.  We expect this trend to continue into the future.  Most of the current active 
assignments on the list involve significant M/WBE participation, but this work has not 
yet been performed, or we have not yet received invoices for this work.  
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Narrative: Every Place a History 

Proposal for Public Art Project 

Animal Services Center, Betty Dunkerley Campus, Austin, Texas 

 

Located along a walking path that connects the parking lot with the new Animal Services Center, now in 
construction, Every Place a History is a proposal for a public artwork that aims at blending into its context 
while at the same time paying respect to the history of the site. 

Midway between the parking area and the entrance to the new Animal Services Center and in the direct 
vicinity of the former School for African American Blind and Deaf Orphans which now houses Austin’s 
Department of Health and Human Services, the visitor will encounter this artwork.   

A 30’ diameter low limestone spiral sculptural form of seating height envelops the walkway while allowing 
a completely clear passage thru the artwork to the main entrance of the Animal Services Center.  The 
arcs of the spiral for have been derived from the grand arches of the Animal Services Center, which in 
turn were derived from a demolished gymnasium that was part of the school that once inhabited the site. 
These arcs which create the spiral form clearly pick up the forms of the new building while at the same 
time pay homage to the architectural and cultural history of the site.  

Surrounded by six shade trees planted in a circle, the limestone spiral is a passage, yet invites people 
walking by to sit. People from the Department of Health and Human Services can use the space as a 
shaded place to eat lunch. People with their dogs, in between the Center and the parking lot, can greet 
each other as they pass into and thru the space. 

Within the spiral space exists another dimension to the artwork, that of a tribute to the history of the site. 
Recognizing that every site has a unique history that goes as far back as history itself, nine 2 foot 
diameter granite disks are embedded in the paving with sandblasted imagery that trace the history of the 
site from its earliest geologic origins of being a shallow sea to a more recent history, that of the School for 
the African American Blind and Deaf Orphans and the segregation that is a vivid part of this 
neighborhood’s memory.  The artist worked with a stakeholder group composed of community members 
who have endorsed these ideas as a means of commenting on their own history.  Also within the 
limestone spiral sit four granite stools which are the same diameter as the image disks embedded in the 
paving. Simple and sculptural in form, these as well invite the passerby to linger. 

Native Texas limestone and granite combined with Cedar Elm trees create a palette which feels 
comfortable with this beautiful site and its many mature trees. A well-crafted, simple and understated 
artwork, the piece has the ability to become a beloved asset to the site which will ultimately contain 
affordable housing and a community garden. 
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PROCESS SUMMARY 
 
Betty Dunkerley Campus/Animal Service Center 
ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PROJECT 
 
SELECTION PANEL 
David Heymann, Professor, University of Texas at Austin, Department of Architecture 
Beili Liu, Artist and Assistant Professor, University of Texas at Austin, Department of Fine Art 
Lisa Harvell, Interior Designer, Texas Historical Commission, Architecture Division 
 
ADVISORS 
Melanie Miller, Chief Administrative Officer, City of Austin, Health & Human Services 
Kalpana Sutaria, Project Manager, City of Austin, Public Works 
 
PROJECT SUMMARY 
 

The City of Austin Art in Public Places (AIPP) program of the Cultural Arts Division, Economic Growth 
& Redevelopment Services Office seeks to commission a professional artist or artist team to design 
and build a work of art to be prominently located at the entrance to the Betty Dunkerley Campus at 
7201 Levander Loop adjacent to Airport Boulevard and U.S. Route 183. The goal for the project is to 
showcase a work of contemporary public art that comments on the cultural and architectural history of 
the campus, and enhances the visitor experience of the site. The site identified for the project is 
located at or near the convergence of three walkways near the campus entrance. 
 
The selected artist will assist the City in the design and facilitation of at least one community planning 
meeting to help inform the artist of the significance of the site’s cultural and architectural history. In 
addition the artist is to conduct research into the history of the site during the development of the 
public art project. 
 
In 2002 HHSD purchased the property that formerly housed the Texas School for the Deaf.  The 
campus plan includes facilities to house the Animal Services Center, Birth/Death Certificates, and 
HHSD administration. The site will also include a community garden, multi-purpose neighborhood 
center, and affordable housing. 
 
The Betty Dunkerley Campus Art in Public Places project is funded from a 2006 voter-approved Bond 
package for construction of a new Animal Services Center which will be located at the campus. The 
available budget for this project is $175,000 to include all aspects of design and construction 
including design fees, travel expenses, fabrication and materials cost, permitting, insurance, and 
construction/installation.  
 
SELECTION PROCESS 
A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) was issued on July 23, 2009 to professional visual artists and 
artist teams, at least 18 years of age, who live in Texas. The RFQ was announced via a press release 
sent to a variety of media outlets per the AIPP media contact list. The RFP was also sent 
electronically to artists in the AIPP mailing list and to artists registered on the ASAPP system living in 
Texas. The AIPP website and newsletter featured the opportunity as well. The RFQ was also 
submitted to the PAN networks as well as other web sites that advertise artist calls nationally. 
 
The Selection Panel met with Advisors on Friday, June 25, 2010 to review the 19 eligible responses 
submitted by the advertised deadline including images of past work, resume, letter of interest. The 



Selection Panel and Advisors selected the following three finalists to interview and present their past 
work: 
 
Brad Goldberg (Dallas, TX) 
Randy Twaddle, Joe Meppelink, Andrew Vrana (Houston, TX) 
Judith Morrow Sanders, Dr. Michael Holleran & Barnaby Evans (Austin, TX & Providence, RI) 
 
The Selection Panel and Advisors reconvened on Friday, July 23, 2010. The three finalists presented 
their past work during a 15 minute presentation and Panelists and Advisors interviewed the three 
finalists. Panelists selected artist Brad Goldberg (Dallas, TX), and  the team of Randy Twaddle, Joe 
Meppelink, Andrew Vrana (Houston, TX) as the alternate, to recommend for the commission.  
 
Selection Panel Comments: 
Lisa Harvell: “Above all, Brad will create a piece that will draw visitors to the [site]. His focus will be to 
create a timeless piece of public art; piece that will be appreciated the day of installation, and many 
years from now. Brad will be able to engage the community and respond creatively.” 
 
David Heymann: “[The Panel’s] decision flowed from potential of [Brad Goldberg] to make an artwork 
that will resolve many complex issues arising from community: site, experience, community, larger 
status of work in community and city… Goldberg is interested in concrete experience and material 
memory, and this should serve as a meaningful anchor for the site.” 
 
Beili Liu: “I find Brad’s work to be the most strong. He has lots of experience in public art projects. He 
showed genuine passion for the project and site.” 
 
ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PANEL (Selection Process) 
On February 1, 2010 staff presented a proposed project outline for the Betty Dunkerley Campus AIPP 
Project. After discussion, the Art in Public Places Panel recommended that staff rewrite the project 
outline after getting clarification of City Council’s intent for the project. 
 
ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PANEL (Selection Process) 
On March 1, 2010 the AIPP Panel voted to delay discussion of the selection process at staff’s 
request. 
 
ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PANEL (Selection Process) 
On April 5, 2010 the Art in Public Places Panel approved the staff recommended Artist Selection 
Process for the Betty Dunkerley Campus AIPP Project. The Art in Public Places Panel also 
recommended the following potential Selection Panelists: Jacqui Schraad of the Heritage Society of 
Austin, with Lisa Hembry of the Texas Historical Commission as an alternate, visual artist Beili Liu, 
with visual artist and UT Design Professor Dan Olsen as an alternate, and Architect and artist David 
Heymann, with Architect Emily Little as an alternate. 
 
Note: After artist submittals were reviewed it was determined that Selection Panelist, Jacqui Schraad 
had a conflict of interest with a member of one of the artist teams. Given that the first Selection Panel 
meeting was scheduled to take place in less than two weeks, staff decided to identify a local panelist 
in lieu of the AIPP Panel’s recommended alternate for Jacqui Schraad. Staff identified Lisa Harvell, 
Interior Design for the Texas Historical Society. 
 
AUSTIN ARTS COMMISSION (Selection Process) 
On April, 19, 2010 the Austin Arts Commission approved the AIPP Panel’s recommended Artist 
Selection Process and potential Selection Panel members for the Betty Dunkerley/Animal Service 
Center AIPP Project. 
 
 
ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PANEL (Artist Selection) 



On August 2, 2010 the AIPP Panel approved the Selection Panel’s recommendation that the artist 
Brad Goldberg (Dallas, TX) be commissioned for the Betty Dunkerley AIPP Project and the artist 
team of Randy Twaddle, Joe Meppelink, Andrew Vrana (Houston, TX) be the alternate (4-0-0). 
 
AUSTIN ARTS COMMISSION (Artist Selection) 
On August, 16, 2010 the Austin Arts Commission unanimously approved the AIPP Panel’s 
recommendation that the artist Brad Goldberg (Dallas, TX) be commissioned for the Betty Dunkerley 
AIPP Project and the artist team of Randy Twaddle, Joe Meppelink, Andrew Vrana (Houston, TX) be 
the alternate. 
 
ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PANEL (Final Design) 
On May 2, 2011, the AIPP Panel approved artist Brad Goldberg’s final design for Animal Services Center/Betty 
Dunkerley Campus. Panel Member Legge made a motion to approve the final design for this project. Panel 
Member Castillo seconded the motion, which passed 4-0-0. 
 
AUSTIN ARTS COMMISSION (Final Design) 
On May 16, 2011, the Austin Arts Commission unanimously approved artist Brad Goldberg’s final design for 
Animal Services Center/Betty Dunkerley Campus.  
 
ANIMAL ADVISORY COMMISSION (Final Design) 
On May 18, 2011, staff presented Brad Goldberg’s final design for the Animal Services Center/Betty Dunkerley 
Campus to the Animal Advisory Commission.  No action was taken, but the Commission conveyed positive 
response.    
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