
A.5 - 1 

ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEETZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEETZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEETZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET    
 
CASE NUMBERCASE NUMBERCASE NUMBERCASE NUMBER:::: C14H-2011-0004 HLC DATEHLC DATEHLC DATEHLC DATE:  October 24, 2011 
    PC DPC DPC DPC DATEATEATEATE::::         
     
APPLICANTAPPLICANTAPPLICANTAPPLICANT::::  David P. Conner, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAMEHISTORIC NAMEHISTORIC NAMEHISTORIC NAME::::  William T. and Valerie Mansbendel Williams House  William T. and Valerie Mansbendel Williams House  William T. and Valerie Mansbendel Williams House  William T. and Valerie Mansbendel Williams House 
 
WATERSHEDWATERSHEDWATERSHEDWATERSHED::::  Waller Creek 
    
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGECHANGECHANGECHANGE:  3820 Avenue F 
 
ZONING FROMZONING FROMZONING FROMZONING FROM::::  SF-3-HD-NCCD to SF-3-H-HD-NCCD 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATIONSUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATIONSUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATIONSUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION::::  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from family residence, historic district, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-HD-NCCD) 
combining district to family residence – Historic Landmark – historic district, neighborhood 
conservation  (SF-3-H-HD-NCCD) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATIONQUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATIONQUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATIONQUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION::::    
Architecture:   The house is an archetypal example of a mid-1930s Tudor 
Revival cottage, featuring a rock façade topped with half-timbered stucco gables, a 
segmental arch on either side of the projecting front façade, a prominent stone-clad 
chimney, and long, vertical casement windows, all hallmarks of the style. 
Historical Associations: The house was owned from the time of its construction until 
this year by William T. and Valerie Mansbendel Williams and their heirs.  William T. 
Williams was the Austin City Attorney and City Manager from 1951 through 1967 and 
oversaw many of the infrastructure improvements that resulted in a modern and planned 
city.  Valerie Mansbendel Williams was the daughter of noted Austin stone- and wood-
carver Peter Mansbendel, and was active in many civic, church, and philanthropic activities 
in the city.  The house also has strong associations with the Mansbendel House just to the 
north, a ca. 1925 Tudor Revival house designated as a city historic landmark and listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places for its architecture and as the home of artisan 
Peter Mansbendel. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTIONHISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTIONHISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTIONHISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION::::         
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONPLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONPLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONPLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTSDEPARTMENT COMMENTSDEPARTMENT COMMENTSDEPARTMENT COMMENTS: : : :     The house is listed as a Priority 2 for research in the 
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).  It is contributing to both the Hyde Park 
National Register Historic District and the Hyde Park Local Historic District, and is 
historically associated with the Peter Mansbendel House, a designated city historic 
landmark, directly to the north. 

CITY COUNCIL DATECITY COUNCIL DATECITY COUNCIL DATECITY COUNCIL DATE: : : :     ACTIONACTIONACTIONACTION:::: 
    
ORDINANCE READINGSORDINANCE READINGSORDINANCE READINGSORDINANCE READINGS:::: 1ST  2ND 3RD          ORDINANCE NUMBERORDINANCE NUMBERORDINANCE NUMBERORDINANCE NUMBER::::    
    
CASE MANAGERCASE MANAGERCASE MANAGERCASE MANAGER::::  Steve Sadowsky     PHONEPHONEPHONEPHONE::::  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONNEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONNEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONNEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION::::  Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
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BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:    
Architecture:Architecture:Architecture:Architecture:        
One-story, asymmetrical plan cross-gabled Tudor Revival cottage with rock veneer siding 
and stuccoed gable tympani with false half timbering.  The house has a segmental arch on 
either side of the projecting front gable; fenestration in the projecting front gable consists of 
a triple set of multi-light casement windows.  The house also has a partial-width inset 
porch to the right of the projecting front gable, with a rock wall surround, a rock-clad 
chimney, and a frame garage with false half timbering in the tympanum of the front gable.  
The house has stone- and wood carvings by Peter Mansbendel, including the faces of 
William T. Williams and his wife, Valerie Mansbendel Williams, the first owners of the 
house.  All decorative ironwork in the house was crafted by Fortunat Weigl. 

Historical AssociationsHistorical AssociationsHistorical AssociationsHistorical Associations: 
The house was built in 1934 for William T. and Valerie Mansbendel Williams as a wedding 
present from her father, Swiss-born sculptor and woodcarver, Peter Mansbendel, who lived 
next door at 3824 Avenue F.  Valerie Mansbendel had been born in Austin in 1913 and 
graduated from Austin High School and the University of Texas.  On Valentine’s Day, 1933, 
she married William T. Williams, a young attorney, who has practicing law with his father, a 
former state representative from Brazoria County.  The house was completed in early 1934, 
and is a Tudor Revival house, which family lore has it that Valerie picked out of a magazine for 
the style of her house.  Her father carved the faces of Valerie and William into the stone wall 
on the front of the house, and his woodcarving is seen throughout the interior of the house. 
 
William T. Williams, a native of Angleton, Texas, moved with his family in 1920 to Austin 
when his father was serving in the state legislature.  Williams attended Austin High School 
and earned his law degree from the University of Texas in 1930.  In 1934, he became the 
assistant City Attorney, a position he held until 1940, and then again from 1946 to 1947, and 
from 1949 to 1951.  In 1951, he became the city’s fourth City Manager, replacing Walter 
Seaholm.  During his tenure from 1951 to 1967, Williams oversaw expansion, construction, and 
improvement projects, much of which remain the core of Austin’s infrastructure to this day.  He 
was active in promoting the expansion of the city’s library system, improvements to public 
health care at Brackenridge Hospital, and zoning ordinances for planned city growth.  He 
retired in 1967, and went into business with local housing developers.  After Valerie’s death in 
1976, he married Helen Steck Malone, a neighbor, and lived here until his death in 1989. 
    
PARCEL NOPARCEL NOPARCEL NOPARCEL NO.:  02190605100000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTIONLEGAL DESCRIPTIONLEGAL DESCRIPTIONLEGAL DESCRIPTION:  The Central 67 feet of Lot 9, Shadow Lawn 
     
ESTIMATED ESTIMATED ESTIMATED ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENTANNUAL TAX ABATEMENTANNUAL TAX ABATEMENTANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: : : : $3,848 (owner-occupied, with AISD 
participation); city portion: $1,144. 
    
APPRAISED VALUEAPPRAISED VALUEAPPRAISED VALUEAPPRAISED VALUE::::  $400,453 
    
PRESENT USEPRESENT USEPRESENT USEPRESENT USE::::  Residence 
    
CONDITIONCONDITIONCONDITIONCONDITION::::  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERPRESENT OWNERPRESENT OWNERPRESENT OWNER::::            David P. Conner 
  3820 Avenue F 
  Austin, Texas 78751 
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DATE BUILTDATE BUILTDATE BUILTDATE BUILT::::  ca. 1934 
    
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONSALTERATIONS/ADDITIONSALTERATIONS/ADDITIONSALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS::::  A rear addition was constructed in 1950. 
    
ORIGINAL OWNER(S)ORIGINAL OWNER(S)ORIGINAL OWNER(S)ORIGINAL OWNER(S)::::  William T. and Valerie Mansbendel Williams (1934) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONSOTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONSOTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONSOTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   :   :   :   Contributing to the Hyde Park National 
Register Historic District and the Hyde Park Local Historic District. 
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Stone carvings of William and Valerie Williams on the front of the house – carved by her father, 
Peter Mansbendel 
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LLLLOCATION OCATION OCATION OCATION MMMMAPAPAPAP    
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Valerie Williams (date unknown)  
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Photo of Valerie, Bill and daughter DeeDee Williams (1965) 
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Obituary of William T. Williams, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, July 30, 1989 
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