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why plan for food?

SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENTFOOD

• Stabilize property 

values

• Productive reuse of 

brownfields and 

greyfields

• Efficient land use/infill

• Complete 

neighborhoods

• Placemaking nodes 

and green streets



getting sustainable food on the 

ground: staffing, departments, 

initiatives

• Philadelphia

• Healthy Communities Coordinator (funded by CDC grant)

• Baltimore: Baltimore Food Policy Initiative

• Food Policy Director

• Seattle: Local Food Action Initiative

• Mayor’s Office

• San Francisco: Healthy and Sustainable Food for SF

• Mayor’s Office

• Minneapolis: Homegrown Minneapolis

• Los Angeles: Good Food LA



Seattle: identifying goal areas and 

specific actions for each year



getting sustainable food on the 

ground: food assessments

• San Francisco

• Production � distribution � consumption � recycling

• Philadelphia (Delaware Valley regional planning entity)

• Ag resources inventory / food supply chain / food economy 
/ stakeholder analysis

• San Diego

• Context of national trends / inventory of farms, markets, 
and sales / health and demographics indicators / analysis 
of food job wages / climate change indicators

• Central Texas

• Food security / production / access



getting sustainable food on the 

ground: food as a plan element

• Portland: Portland Plan

• Chicago: GO TO 2040

• Madison, WI: City of Madison Comprehensive Plan



Portland: highlighting intersections of 

food and other policy areas in plan



Chicago metro: a sub-element of 

Livable Communities



Madison: natural resources

emphasis



getting sustainable food on the 

ground: plan amendments

• Minneapolis

Adopted as amendment to

comprehensive plan in April 2011

Major contribution: establishes

rationale for major zoning update



Minneapolis: aligning food policy 

recommendations with existing 

planning



getting sustainable food on the 

ground: plan updates

• Seattle

• Adding policy relating to the food chain: production �
distribution � consumption � recycling

• Development of Local Food Policy Action Plan as a food-
oriented update of the comprehensive plan (CFSC audit)

• New York City

• Responding to sustainable food community’s criticism of 
lack of food in 2007 plan / emergence of Christine Quinn 
as NYC food leader

• Launching pad for new, experimental initiatives



getting sustainable food on the 

ground: policy packages

• Portland: Urban Food Zoning Code Update Project

• Seattle: Urban Farm and Community Garden Legislation

• Minneapolis: Urban Farm Zoning Update

• Oakland: Urban Farm and Husbandry Update

� Clarify urban agriculture definitions

� Comprehensive review of existing zoning

� Streamline urban agriculture (and animal husbandry) 
permitting and zoning



CMAP guidelines for 

incorporating local food into 

municipal planning

• Define local foods

• Outline benefits

• Set goals

• Evaluate current conditions

• Develop recommendations

• Next actions

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/

moving-forward/local-food-

systems



SUMMARY

• Launch an initiative/campaign

• Conduct one or several food assessments

• Strategic staffing

• Package recommendations into a plan update/amendment 
and/or policy package

• Highly visible “small wins” to build momentum

• Demonstrate intersectionality and broad scope of food 
policy


