Recommendation for Council Action (Purchasing)

Austin City Council Item ID: 11656 Agenda Number 32.
Meeting Date: January 12, 2012
Department: Purchasing

Approve ratification of an emergency purchase with MATOUS CONSTRUCTION, LTD, Belton, TX for the
purchase and installation of two blowers at the South Austin Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant for the Austin
Water Utility in an amount not to exceed $1,235,989.

Amount and Source of Funding

Funding was available in the Fiscal Year 2010-2011 Capital Budget of the Austin Water Utility.

A fiscal note is attached.

Purchasing

Language: Emergency Purchase.

Eggzﬁounc1l Reviewed by the Water and Wastewater Commission.

For More .

Information: Steve Aden, Corporate Purchasing Manager, 974-2021.

Boards and

Commission

Action:
This contract was awarded in compliance with Chapter 2-9C of the City Code (Minority-
Owned and Women-Owned Business Enterprise Procurement Program). This was an

MBE / WBE: emergency service contract; therefore, it is exempted under Chapter 791 of the Texas Local
Government Code and no subcontracting opportunities were established; therefore no goals
were established for this solicitation.

Related Items:

Additional Backup Information



This contract is for emergency services to restore critical operations at Austin Water Utility’s South Austin Regjonal
wastewater treatment plant. Operations affected include its Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) System, a
disinfection system and its aeration facilities.

On August 23, 2011, the plant experienced a release of one ton of chlorine gas within the facility. The facility housed not
only the chlorination system for the entire plant, it also housed the plant’s control system (SCADA) and the aeration
blowers for two of its three process trains that treat the wastewater before discharging it to the Colorado river. Because
chlorine gas is corrosive to metals, it caused the electronics in the equipment associated with the plant’s SCADA system,
the blower controls, the blowers, and the chlorine feed systems to fail. At the time of this purchase two-thirds of the plant
was not operational due to the gas release. Temporary blowers had to be purchased and installed as well as an alternate
disinfection system (sodium hypochlorite) to restore operations in a timely manner to ensure Federal and State permits
were met and to ensure public health and safety.

PRICE ANALYSIS

Sole bid received.

Three known firms for this type of repair were solicited, none of which are MBE or WBE firms. Only one bid was
received the two other firms stated that they would not bid as a general contractor on the project but were willing to
be a subcontractor.

c. This is the first purchase of its type; therefore, there is no pricing history available.

o

APPROVAL JUSTIFICATION

a.  Sole bid received for emergency purchase.
b. The Purchasing Office concurs with the Austin Water Utility's recommended award.




