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Historic Landmark Commission 
March 26, 2012 

National Register Historic Districts 
NRD-2012-0009 
Old West Austin 

1707 W. 30th Street 
 
PROPOSAL 

Construct a new 4,956 sq. ft. residence in place of a relocated house. 
 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 
The applicant proposes to relocate the existing house to a location outside of city limits and 
construct a new house and detached garage. A demolition permit for the existing house was 
approved by the Historic Landmark Commission in 2008. 
 
The new building includes a 2-story, wood frame house and detached garage, connected by 
a covered breezeway, for total of 4,956 sq. ft. Both buildings will have horizontal 
Hardiboard siding, and multiple hipped roofs with composition shingles. The overall design 
is contemporary with windows of various sizes and patterns, and some architectural 
features that reference Craftsman or Prairie style design, including detailing on the 
columns at the front façade. The siding will be painted a charcoal color and the trim will be 
cream. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed as contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic 
District. The Old West Austin National Register Historic District has no design guidelines 
for new construction. Applicable general design review guidelines state: 
 
 The distinguishing original qualities or character of a property and its environment 

shall not be destroyed.  Removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive 
architectural features should be avoided. 

 Contemporary designs for alterations and additions to existing properties are 
appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 
architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color, 
material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 
 

Relocation of the existing house will render the property non-contributing to the National 
Register Historic District; however, release of a demolition permit was approved by the 
Historic Landmark Commission in 2008. Relocation to another location is a preferable 
solution and was administratively approved by staff. 
 
Although the house on the adjacent lot is two-story, the majority of houses on the block are 
one-story and of smaller scale than what is proposed. The applicant has consulted with the 
neighborhood association and has revised previously proposed plans to eliminate a second 
story apartment over the new garage. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff requests that the applicant reconsider the design of the new residence to minimize the 
size and massing to better reflect the historic architectural character of the National 
Register District. 
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PHOTOS 
 

1707 W. 30th Street 
 

 
View of 1707 W. 30th Street and adjacent properties 
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View of 1707 W. 30th Street and adjacent properties 
 

 
View looking across the street from 1707 W. 30th Street 
 

 
View looking across the street from 1707 W. 30th Street 



W 30TH ST

W 29TH ST

JE
FF

ER
SO

N S
T

MOHLE DR

W 32ND ST
OA

KM
ON

T B
LV

D

GL
EN

VIE
W AV

E

BR
YK

ER
 DR

BE
VE

RL
Y R

D

KE
RB

EY
 LN

W 31ST ST

FU
NS

TO
N 

ST

NORTHWOOD RD

±
This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relative location of property boundaries.
This product has been produced by the Planning and Development Review Department for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is
made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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