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Historic Landmark Commission 

April 23, 2012 
National Register Historic District 

NRD-2012-0034 
Rainey Street 

89 Rainey Street 
 
PROPOSAL 
Demolish existing c. 1904 house. 
 
RESEARCH 
The house was built c. 1904. The City Directory indicates the house was initially owned and 
occupied by James J. Becker from 1905 to 1920. His wife, Maria, is also listed as an 
occupant in 1918 and 1920. James Becker was a tailor working for Nick Linz and later Nick 
Linz Clothes Cleaners located at 611 Congress Avenue  
 
Between 1922 and 1929 the house had new occupants nearly every two years including 
Charles H. Mangelsdorf, a painter and his wife Rosalie,  Drew K. and Annie Taylor, and 
John J. and Mary Rogers. 
 
Robert H. Acock and his wife Lucille rented 89 Rainey Street from around 1932 until at 
least 1937. Robert Acock was a chemist and his company, The Oil Mill Laboratory, is listed 
as being located at his home. 
 
The next long term occupants were Arno W. Vogelpohl and his wife Dessie, who rented 89 
Rainey Street from around 1942 to 1949. Mr. Vogelpohl was a salesman for the Benson-
Lancaster Motor Company. 
 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 
The existing house was constructed c. 1904. It is a one story house with a hipped roof and a 
front facing cross gable, cut away bay. This Queen Anne-style house has spindlework porch 
railing and frieze, and decorative brackets at the top of the turned posts. The inset porch 
has a shed roof. The windows are wood, double-hung, and the siding is wood, narrow lap 
siding. 
 
The applicant proposes to demolish the house and combine the lot with four other lots to 
provide for new construction that includes high-rise towers in a mixed use, hotel, 
residential, and retail development. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 
The house is listed as contributing to the Rainey Street National Register Historic District. 
The Rainey Street National Register Historic District has no specific design guidelines. 
Applicable general design review guidelines state: 
 
• The distinguishing original qualities or character of a property and its environment 

shall not be destroyed.  Removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive 
architectural features should be avoided. 

 
• Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that characterize a 

property shall be treated with sensitivity. 
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• Contemporary designs for alterations and additions to existing properties are 
appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 
architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color, 
material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 

 
Demolition of this house will have a seriously adverse impact to the integrity of the Rainey 
Street National Register Historic District. Over the past few years, the district has seen the 
removal of several contributing houses and the transformation of several others from 
residential to commercial uses. The City and the Historic Landmark Commission have had 
a successful record in retaining the integrity and context of the District, and encouraging 
adaptive re-use of contributing structures in a way that has not compromised the 
streetscape and District integrity to an unacceptable degree. The district continues to 
retain much of its character, even with the waves of development that have changed the 
uses from residential to commercial. This house and the others proposed for demolition by 
this applicant are located in the core of the district; their removal will result in a gaping 
incongruity in the streetscape and context of the District.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Request the applicant reconsider demolition and consider alternatives that allow for the 
adaptive re-use of the house. 
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PHOTOS 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
89 RAINEY STREET 

From City Directories, Austin History Center 
 
City of Austin Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2004 
 
1960  Dora. C. Hayes, renter 
  Waitress, Shanty Inn 
 
1955  Arno W. Vogelpohl, renter 
  Owner of the Shanty Inn Barbecue, 510 E. 1st Street 
 
1949  Arno W. Vogelpohl, (Dessie), renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Arno W. Vogelpohl (Dessie), renter 
  Salesman 
 
1942  Arno W. Vogelpohl (Dessie), renter 
  Salesman, Benson-Lancaster Motor Company 
 
1940  Joseph B. Stone (Lillie), renter 
  Carpenter 
   
1937  Robert H. Acock (Lucille), renter 
  Owner, The Oil Mill Laboratory, 89 Rainey Street 
  
1935  Robert H. Acock (Lucille), renter 
  Owner, The Oil Mill Laboratory, 89 Rainey Street 
    
1932-33 Robert H. Acock (Lucille), renter 
  Chemist 
 
1929  Charles H. Mangelsdorf (Rosalie), renter 
  Painter 
   
1927  Drew K. Taylor (Annie), owner 
  No occupation listed 
   
1924  John J. Rogers (Mary), owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1922  John J. Rogers (Mary), owner 
  No occupation listed 
   
1920  James J. Becker (Maria), owner 
  Tailor, Nick Linz Clothes Cleaners, 611 Congress Avenue 
    
1918  James J. Becker (Maria), owner 
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  Tailor, Nick Linz Clothes Cleaners 
 
1916  Jonas J. Becker 
  Tailor 
   
1914  Jonas J. Becker 
  Tailor, Nick Linz 
  
1912-13 Jonas J. Becker 
  Tailor, N.B. Linz 
 
1905  J.J. Becker 
  Merchant tailor, 404 Congress Avenue 
 
In the 1903-04 City Directory, Becker is a merchant tailor at 404 Congress Avenue, but 
boards at 607 E. 1st Street. 
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1RAINEY STREET PROJECT
2012-01-09

Towers A & C

SIMPLE TOWER FORM

ROUGH MATERIAL AT GRADE

RUSTIC BRICK BUT WITH MODERN TWIST

TEXTURED FACADES

RAINEY STEET ELEVATION



2RAINEY STREET PROJECT
2012-01-09

CLOSE UP RENDERINGS OF FACADE TREATEMENT

Midrise

•	 CURTAIN WALL FOR TOWER ?
•	 FACADE TREATMENT RESPONDS TO SOLAR ORIENTATION
•	 VERTICAL SOLAR SHADING FOR WEST FACE - HORIZONTAL SOLAR 

SHADING FOR SOUTH FACADE.
•	 LARGE OPENINGS TO ALLOW MAXIMUM VENTILATION
•	 THIS HIGHER ZONE COULD HAVE MORE EXPOSED PAINTED 

CONCRETE. 

•	 CLEAN BOX - NO BALCONIES
•	 VERTICAL SOLAR BAFFLES ON WINDOW MULLION LINES
•	 MAXIMUM HORIZONTAL EXPANSE OF GLAZING IN EACH UNIT 

WITH UPSTAND TO INCREASE WINDOW TO WALL RATIO WITHOUT 
DECREASING DAYLIGHTING AND SENSE OF OPENNESS THAT LARGE 
WINDOWS PROVIDE OCCUPANTS

•	 RICHER MATERIAL FOR HOTEL BOX - STONE?

HOTEL FACADERESIDENTIAL FACADE



3RAINEY STREET PROJECT
2012-01-09

GROUND FLOOR STREET TREATMENT

STREETSCAPE

LOFTS ABOVE TO HAVE LARGE OPENING WIN-
DOWS

RESTAURANTS WILL SPILL INTO STREET

•	 RESTAURANTS OPEN UP TO STREET WITH LARGE SIDEWALK 
SEATING AREAS

•	 TREES WILL BE PROMINENT FEATURE OF STREETSCAPE
•	 PORTE COCHERE ONTO RAINEY STREET PROVIDES HOTEL WITH 

PROMINENT ADRESS, AND BETTER WAYFINDING FOR GUESTS.
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