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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 23, 2012 
NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

NRD-2012-0028 
Old West Austin 

1513 W. 29th Street 
 

PROPOSAL 
Construct second story and rear additions to a c. 1941 house. 
 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 
The existing house is approximately 2,115 sq. ft. and was constructed c. 1941. It is a one 
story, Minimal Traditional style with a gable front and wing form. The house is sided with 
a wide, shiplap siding, with board and batten siding in the front facing gable. There is a 
small porch with a shed roof supported by a chamfered post. There are multiple sets of 
windows on the front façade. The windows in the gable end are a pair of 6:6, double-hung 
sashes. There is also a set of three windows, and a pair of vertically oriented windows on 
the front façade, all with multiple divided lights. 
 
The applicant proposes to increase the height and pitch of the roof on the side gable wing to 
provide an additional half-story living space, and construct a rear one-story addition 
increasing the total living area by 932 sq. ft. The ridge of the new roof will be 5’-6” higher 
than the existing ridge, will have two gabled dormers on the front, and will have asphalt 
composition shingles. The side and upper addition will have windows with multiple panes, 
and wood siding to match the existing. Existing siding will remain, with new siding to 
match existing proposed for the addition. 
 
Although not indicated in the drawings, the applicant proposes to replace all windows with 
wood windows with divided lights to match existing.  
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 
The house is listed as contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic 
District. The Old West Austin National Register Historic District has no design guidelines 
for additions. Applicable general design review guidelines state: 
 
• The distinguishing original qualities or character of a property and its environment 

shall not be destroyed.  Removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive 
architectural features should be avoided. 

 
• All properties shall be recognized as products of their own time.  Alterations which have 

no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be discouraged. 
 
• Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that characterize a 

property shall be treated with sensitivity. 
 
• Contemporary designs for alterations and additions to existing properties are 

appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 
architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color, 
material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 
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• Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such a 
manner that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the structure would not be impaired. 

 
The increased roof height and dormers change the front façade of the house, however the 
scale and materials proposed are in keeping with the National Register Historic District, 
and the pitch and height of the new roof is in scale with other properties on the block. The 
rear addition is not visible from the public right-of-way. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Release the building permit, however request the applicant reconsider replacing existing 
windows and investigate repairing them. If applicant does replace the windows, recommend 
replacing with replica, true-divided light sashes. 
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PHOTOS 

 

Front elevation 

 

Front and side elevation 
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Side elevation and adjacent property 

 

View looking down street from front yard 
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View looking across the street from front yard 

 

View looking across the street from front yard 
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relative location of property boundaries.
This product has been produced by the Planning and Development Review Department for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is
made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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