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PPPPROPOSALROPOSALROPOSALROPOSAL    

Demolish a ca. 1928 house. 

    

AAAARCHITECTURERCHITECTURERCHITECTURERCHITECTURE    

One-story rectangular-plan hipped-roof frame house with a partial-width, hipped-roof 

independent porch on plain square wood posts; paired 4:4 and single 6:6 fenestration in the 

original part of the house.  The house has a ca. 1968 one-story rectangular-plan side-gabled 

addition to the left of the original portion of the house; the addition contains a secondary 

entry door and paired 6:6 fenestration.  The entire house is clad with synthetic siding. 

RRRRESEARCHESEARCHESEARCHESEARCH    

The house was built in 1928 for Wylie and Allie Lee Brown, who are listed as the owners 

and occupants of the house in the 1929 city directory.  At the time it was built, the house 

was on the outskirts of Austin; it was not until 1935 that the house had an actual address 

and house number listed in the city directory.  Wylie Brown was the son of a farmer in 

rural Travis County; by 1930, he had married his wife Allie, was working as a driver for the 

Wilcox-Nelson Company, a wholesale grocery and coffee roasting business, and was living 

in this house, although the 1930 census report shows it as a rural precinct of Travis County 

with no street addresses.  Allie Brown was a rural school teacher.  They lived in this house 

until the mid- to late-1940s; Wylie continued to work for Wilcox-Nelson until the early 

1940s, and is then listed as a janitor at the University of Texas.  Wylie Brown passed away 

in November, 1991. 

George W. Campbell and his wife Cecilia are listed as the owners and occupants of the 

house from the late-1940s  through the early 1990s.  George W. Campbell was also the son 

of a Central Texas area farmer, having been born in San Saba County, and raised on his 

parents’ farms in Hays and Williamson Counties.  By the time he and Cecilia moved into 

this house, he was a firefighter.  He then became a utilities station operator at the 

University of Texas, a job he held from the early 1950s until his retirement in the 1980s.  

George W. Campbell also passed away in November, 1991; he was 5 years younger than 

Wylie Brown. 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF CCCCOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTS    

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF RRRRECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATION    

Release the demolition permit.  The house is in extremely poor condition, and lacks the 

requisite architectural and historical significance to warrant individual designation as a 

historic landmark. 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
4914 Bennett Avenue 

 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2009 
 
1992  A: Jeffrey S. Speed, owner 

No occupation listed 
B: Deborah G. Paxton, renter 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Deborah G. Paxton was a new 
resident at this address. 

 
1985-86 George W. and Cecil Campbell, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  George W. and Cecilia J. Campbell, owners 

Retired 
 
1977  George W. and Cecilia J. Campbell, owners 

Retired 
 
1973  George W. and Cecilia J. Campbell, owners 
  Utilities operations supervisor, University of Texas 
 
1969  George W. and Cecilia J. Campbell, owners 

Utilities station operator, University of Texas 
 
1964  George W. and Cecilia J. Campbell, owners 

Utilities station operator, University of Texas 
 
1958  George W. and Cecilia J. Campbell, owners 

Utilities station operator, University of Texas 
 
1953  George W. and Cecilia J. Campbell, owners 

Utilities station operator, University of Texas 
 
1949  George W. and Cecilia J. Campbell, owners 

Firefighter 
 
1944-45 Wylie E. and Allie Brown, owners 

Janitor, University of Texas 
NOTE:  George W. and Cecilia Campbell are listed as living at 1905 Garden 
Street; he was a helper at the University of Texas. 

 
1941  Wylie E. and Allie Lee Brown, owners 
  Clerk, Wilcox-Nelson Company, coffee roasters, 214 W. 4th Street. 
 
1939  Wylie E. and Allie Lee Brown, owners 
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Foreman, Wilcox-Nelson Company, coffee roasters, 214 W. 4th Street. 
 
1935  Wylie E. and Allie Lee Brown, owners 
  Driver, Wilcox-Nelson Company, coffee roasters, 214 W. 4th Street. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 4908 Bennett Avenue. 
 
1932-33 Wylie E. and Allie Brown, owners 
  Driver, Wilcox-Nelson company, coffee roasters, 214 W. 4th Street. 

NOTE:  The house is listed as being on the west side of Bennett Avenue, 1 
house north of 49th Street. 

 
1930-31 Wylie E. and Allie Brown, owners 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The house is listed as being on the west side of Bennett Avenue, 1 
house north of 49th Street. 

 
1929  Wylie E. and Allie Brown, owners 

Employed by Wilcox-Nelson Company, wholesale grocers, 410 E. 3rd Street. 
NOTE:  The house is listed as being on the west side of Bennett Avenue, 1 
house south of LeConte Street. 

 
1927  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Wylie and Allie Brown are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
 
Wylie and Allie L. Brown (ca. 1928 – ca. 1947) 
Wylie and Allie L. Brown appear in the 1930 U.S. Census, living in Precinct 3 in rural Travis 
County.  They owned their property.  Wylie Brown was then 29, had been born in Texas, and 
was a driver for a wholesale coffee house.  Allie Brown was then 32, had been born in Texas, 
and was a teacher in a rural school.  They had no children listed. 
Wylie Brown also appears in the 1920 U.S. Census as the 19-year old son of farmer John W. 
Brown and his wife, Nancy, who lived in rural Travis County.  Wylie was not yet married and has 
no occupation listed in the 1920 census report. 
 



    C.1C.1C.1C.1    ----    6666    

 

 

 

 
Obituary of Wylie E. Brown 

Austin American-Statesman, November 27, 1991 
 
 
George and Cecilia Campbell (ca. 1947 – ca. 1987) 
From his brief obituary in 1991, it appears that George W. Campbell was born around 1906.  
The 1930 U.S. Census shows a 23-year old George W. Campbell as a farm laborer living on his 
parents’ farm on the Austin-Driftwood Road in Hays County, Texas.  His father, George A. 
Campbell was a farmer, and George W. was the oldest of 3 sons living on the farm.  The 1920 
U.S. Census shows the family living near Pond Spring, in Williamson County, Texas.  George A. 
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Campbell is listed as a general farmer.  Texas Birth Records show that George Wiley Campbell 
was born in San Saba County, Texas; his Texas birth is confirmed by the 1920 and 1930 
census reports. 
 

 
Obituary of George W. Campbell 

Austin American-Statesman, November 20, 1991 
 
 
 

 
Sewer service permit to George W. Campbell (1948) 
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Building permit to George W. Campbell to repair and remodel the house (1958) 

 

 
Building permit to George W. Campbell to construct a frame addition (1968), and to move a 

mobile home onto the lot to create a duplex (1971) 
 


