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HISTORICHISTORICHISTORICHISTORIC    LANDMARK COMMISSIONLANDMARK COMMISSIONLANDMARK COMMISSIONLANDMARK COMMISSION    

MMMMAY AY AY AY 21212121,,,,    2012012012012222    

AAAAPPLICAPPLICAPPLICAPPLICATION FOR A TION FOR A TION FOR A TION FOR A CCCCERTIFICATE OF ERTIFICATE OF ERTIFICATE OF ERTIFICATE OF AAAAPPROPRIATENESSPPROPRIATENESSPPROPRIATENESSPPROPRIATENESS    

C14HC14HC14HC14H----1990199019901990----0012001200120012    

Wooldridge SquareWooldridge SquareWooldridge SquareWooldridge Square    

900 Guadalupe900 Guadalupe900 Guadalupe900 Guadalupe    

    

PPPPROPOSALROPOSALROPOSALROPOSAL    

Improvements to site utilities, and irrigation system and planting trees. 

PPPPROJECT ROJECT ROJECT ROJECT SSSSPECIFICATIONSPECIFICATIONSPECIFICATIONSPECIFICATIONS    

The applicant proposes to make the following grounds improvements: 

• Electrical service improvements including undergrounded supply for pergola, path 

lighting, irrigation controller, vendor/concession location, special events, drinking 

fountain and future improvements in the right-of-way. Includes new 24” x 24” x 4’-6” 

high stainless steel electrical distribution vault at north edge of square. 

• Installation of new irrigation system for turf and trees. 

• Restoration of turf. 

• Planting 8-10 trees including Texas Ash, Mexican White Oak, Burr Oak and 

Montezuma Cypress. 

• Installation of temporary 8’-0” high construction fencing around perimeter of park, 

erosion control and tree protection. Fencing to remain until Spring 2013 months. 

 

SSSSTANDARDS FOR TANDARDS FOR TANDARDS FOR TANDARDS FOR RRRREVIEWEVIEWEVIEWEVIEW    

The Commission’s Standards for Review are: 

    

• The distinguishing original qualities or character of a property and its environment 

shall not be destroyed.  Removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive 

architectural features should be avoided. 

 

• All properties shall be recognized as products of their own time.  Alterations which 

have no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be 

discouraged. 

 

• Changes that have taken place in the course of time may have acquired significance 

in their own right, and shall be recognized and respected. 

 

• Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that characterize 

a property shall be treated with sensitivity. 

 

• Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced whenever 

possible.  In the event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the 

material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and other visual 

qualities.  Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be based 

on an accurate duplication of features, substantiated by historical, physical, or 

pictorial evidence. 

 

• Contemporary designs for alterations and additions to existing properties are 

appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 
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architectural, or cultural material and are compatible with the size, scale, color, 

material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 

 

• Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such a 

manner that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the 

essential form and integrity of the structure would not be impaired. 

 

• The installation of protective or code-required mechanical systems shall be concealed 

whenever possible so as not to intrude upon or detract from the property’s aesthetic 

and historical qualities except where concealment would result in the alteration or 

destruction of historically significant materials or spaces. 

 

CCCCOMMITTEE OMMITTEE OMMITTEE OMMITTEE RRRRECOMMENDATIONSECOMMENDATIONSECOMMENDATIONSECOMMENDATIONS    

Approve plans as presented. 

 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF RRRRECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATION    

Approve plans as presented.. 
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PPPPHOTOSHOTOSHOTOSHOTOS    
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Wooldridge Square Site Study, History and Usage Patterns  

 

The following is a historic context taken from a UT report titled, “Wooldridge Square Site 

Study,” prepared by the School of Architecture at UT and sponsored by the Downtown 

Austin Alliance Parks Committee in June 2007. 

 

The plot of land along the southern edge of the park was home to three different churches until 

the 1930s. In 1913, Mayor Wooldridge successfully petitioned the state legislature to rezone the 

southern edge of the Wooldridge Square for public library use. In 1926, with the help of the 

fundraising efforts of the Austin Chapter of the American Association of University Women, a 

temporary library structure was erected there. That building was replaced in 1933 by a 

permanent structure, designed by Hugo Keuhne. It served as the city’s central library until 1979 

when the Faulk Library was built at 800 Guadalupe Street. In 1983, after extensive renovations, 

the original library building became the home of the Austin History Center, a use it continues to 

serve today.4 The building has been designated a Texas Historic Landmark, and is also on the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

 

Along the northern edge of the park, Mayor Wooldridge’s own home, part of the intact 

residential fabric, was demolished to make way for the Travis County Courthouse which was 

constructed in 1930. Page Brothers Architects designed the art deco, multi-story courthouse, 

which introduced a major scalar shift for the area around the park. Subsequent additions were 

made to the courthouse in 1959 and 1962. Since then, the county has also added an annex 

building, a 5-story jail, and the high-rise Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justice Center which was 

completed in 2001. Those blocks to the north and northwest of the park have been consolidated 

into one large block. While the jail has a 10th Street address, the larger courthouse complex is 

entered from 11th Street, and can no longer be accessed from the park.  

The County also owns the block to the northeast of Wooldridge Square. It holds the Travis 

County Precinct 5 Constable Office and a print shop which are located in a low, one-story 

building. The County Public Relations and Human Resources Center is housed in a 4-story 

building on the northwest corner of that block. Both buildings are from the latter half of the 20th 

century and are of little architectural merit. 

The block directly to the east was once filled with one and two-story homes. Most were removed 

by the 1970s. Today, the site contains a single-story drive-thru bank, currently operated by Bank 

of America. A converted 2-story mechanics garage on the northeast corner of the property is 

home to the Rusk Law firm. The remaining land is a surface parking lot. Both city blocks, to the 

east and northeast, are severely limited for future development by the Capitol View Corridor 

Ordinance, which will be discussed later in this section. A Moonlight Tower, also from the era of 

A.P. Wooldridge, occupies the corner to the southeast of Wooldridge Square. 

 

The block to the west of Wooldridge Square is home to a 4-story parking garage that serves the 

Travis County complex and one private 2-story home. Occupying a large grassy lot, the house is 

surrounded by a low perimeter fence. On the block to the southwest of the square, there is a 9-

story office building constructed in the 1980s. 

 

What activities or uses has the park supported since its inception? 

The park has a long history of supporting performance and political activities. The City 

organized concerts every Friday night for the twenty years following the bandstand’s 

construction. And in 1918 a Community Sing brought out nearly 10,000 civilians and soldiers for 

a show of solidarity during World War I. Boys and Girls Week, a celebration of the city’s 
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children by the Austin Parks Department, is an example of civic programming that occured in the 

park in the 1930s. Since the late 1980s, the park has become host to temporary and seasonal 

programming, as well as annual events. These activities, as well as the entities responsible for 

their staging, are discussed in depth in Section 4, “Programming,” of this report. 

 

Governor Colquitt (1911-1915) began the tradition of launching campaigns from the bandstand. 

Since that time, many politicians—including Lyndon Baines Johnson in his bid for the 

Presidency–began their campaigns from this spot. Wooldridge Square continues to be known as 

a forum for lively political speeches and debates. A 2004 editorial by University of Texas 

Department of Government lecturer Gary Keith says that former Congressman Bob Eckhardt of 

Austin argued, “American politics needed a national Wooldridge Park, where we could come to 

freely and passionately argue politics and policy.”5 

 

What are the layers of physical and topographic manipulation and change that have occurred to 

the park? 

The form and specific design of Wooldridge Square has changed over time. Topographically it 

remains a bowl, sloping downward from its street edges. Although the park served as a dump 

after the city was platted in 1839, that use was discontinued in the early part of the 20th century 

and the Square was formally dedicated as a park in 1909. The bandstand was constructed in 

1910. In 1917 the diagonal sidewalk was added. The brook running through the Square is no 

longer in evidence, and the original ponds were filled in at some point. However, the dates 

associated with these changes are unclear, and little is written about the planting or design of the 

current landscape. Evaluation of the current state of the park occurs in Section 3 of this report, 

“Site systems and Infrastructure.” 

 

The bandstand has undergone two major renovations in its 97-year history. The first, in 1942, 

was to replace rotted wood. The second, in 1996, addressed rotted wood as well as lead paint 

abatement. In both instances, the structure was completely disassembled and rebuilt according to 

its original design. The performance platform is 24’ x 24’ in dimension. At some point, perhaps 

in 1996, the foundation of the bandstand was filled in for storage/mechanical use and the bridge-

like quality of the foundation, which was highlighted in early newspaper reports, is no longer in 

evidence. Every year, the city of Austin Parks Department repaints the pavilion. 
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HISTORIC ZONING

± This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.
This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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