
























































Haase, Victoria (Tori) 

Subject: FW: Urgent: Historical trees will be damaged by north hill terracing, BSP Grounds Improvement 
plans

Importance: High
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Tori Haase 
Administrative Senior 
Historic Preservation Office 
City of Austin, Planning and Development Review  
505 Barton Springs Road, 5th Floor 
Austin, Texas 78704 
P: 512 974-2727 
F: 512 974-9104 
  
 

From: Zoila Vega-Marchena []  
Sent: Monday, April 23, 2012 4:10 PM 
To: Sadowsky, Steve; McGee, Alyson; Haase, Victoria (Tori) 
Cc: Brian Larson; Jeff Clifford 
Subject: Urgent: Historical trees will be damaged by north hill terracing, BSP Grounds Improvement 
plans 
Importance: High 
 
Steve, 
Could you, please help preserve these 4 historical heritage trees?  The alternative solution is easy to 
implement and will still accomplish staff’s goal of reducing maintenance. 
  
Thanks so much! 
Zoila 
  
Austin Heritage Tree Foundation 
  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Zoila Vega-Marchena []  
Sent: Monday, April 23, 2012 3:52 PM 
To: 'llimbacher@gmail.com'; 'john@swsg.com'; 'meghankleon@gmail.com'; 
'dleary@mail.utexas.edu'; 'terrimyers@preservationcentral.com'; 'wolfthree@gmail.com' 
Subject: Urgent: Historical trees will be damaged by north hill terracing, BSP Grounds 
Improvement plans 
Importance: High 
  
Historical Commission Members, 
Please, help preserve four historical heritage trees that will be significantly impacted by the 
proposed BSP Grounds Improvement plans.  Four heritage trees will be significantly 
impacted by the proposed terracing on the north hills of BSP.  One of the trees affected 
would be the Leaning Tree, the icon of BSP.  The proposed terracing is excessive and will 
change the look and feel of the pool.  To preserve these four irreplaceable heritage trees, the 
terracing should be limited to outside the critical root zone of all trees because the terracing will 
be built with a large amount of stones laid on the ground on the trees’ root zones, that will act as 
impervious cover and prevent water from reaching the tree roots.  These four heritage trees are 
already impacted by having a considerable portion of their root zones covered with concrete and 
construction (buildings and sidewalks). These four heritage trees can not afford to loose anymore 



of their root zones to impervious cover.  
  
An alternative can be easily be implemented and still accomplish the goal of terracing, that is to 
reduce maintenance of the steep hills.  Instead of terracing, ground covers or mulch could be installed 
within the root zones of trees, and these areas could be delineated with edging (sediment containment 
logs), and terracing could be installed in the remaining areas outside the root zones.  This will reduce the 
terracing, preserve the trees while improving their health, and still accomplish the goal of reducing 
maintenance. 
  
The stone will be dry set, with no mortar, so this will allow a minor amount of water to pass through the 
joints, but the stone will cover such a large area over the tree roots that it will be a significant impervious 
cover.  There will be small sections in between the rocks to install vegetation, but this vegetation sections 
are small and the large amount of impervious cover will be significant and damaging to these historical 
trees.  The terraces will reduce the steepness of the hill and allow more water to penetrate the roots at the 
vegetated open spots (instead of running down the hill), but there are too few of these open vegetated 
spots to benefit the trees.  Please, see pictures below illustrating this.  The circles with various colors are 
the root zones of each of the four trees.  The red areas are the rocks acting as impervious cover. The 
grey areas are the parts of the root zones that are already covered with concrete.  You can see that there 
isn’t much space left for the roots to get water. 
  
In addition, the first row of stones of each section of contiguous row of stones will require considerable 
digging within the root zone of these trees.  This is significant amount of digging within a significant part of 
the root zones, and this will damage the roots of the trees.  The first row of stone of each sections of 
contiguous rows has to be buried, and this means digging to 8-10 inches within the root zones of these 
trees.  About ½ of each stone will be buried, and each stone is 12-16 inch long and 4-6 inches wide.   
  
Please, help preserve these trees and recommend that the terracing be reduced, or eliminated, and that 
all terracing be outside the critical root zones of trees.  Thanks! 
Zoila 
  
Zoila Vega, Ph.D. 
Austin Heritage Tree Foundation 
  

 
  
Leaning Tree: 
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Clarksville Community Development Corporation 
P.O. Box 5975 

Austin, Texas 78763 
 
 
 
 

April 23, 2012 
 
City of Austin 
Historic Landmark Commission 
505 Barton Springs Road 
Austin, TX 78704 
 
Dear Commissioners, 

 
The board of directors of the Clarksville Community Development Corporation (CCDC), the 

neighborhood organization for historic Clarksville, met with Tom Blackwell last Tuesday, the 17th of 

April to review and discuss his plans for the redevelopment of 1710 W 10th St. and 1711 W 11th St. We 

appreciate Tom’s respect for Clarksville and are so pleased that he intends to save all three of the board 

and batten homes located on the two lots given that each of them contributes to our National Register 

Historic District designation. Therefore, on a unanimous vote, the CCDC board of directors voted to 

support Tom’s application for moving the 11th Street home and as well as his request for the variance 

that will allow the second home on this SF-3 lot to be greater than 850 sq ft. This will allow the two 

bungalows to be combined in such a way that they will appear complete and separate thus helping to 

preserve the look and feel of historic Clarksville. 

 

If you have any questions about the CCDC’s vote, please get in touch at 441-5212 or at 

mrpraustin@gmail.com. 

 
My Best, 
 
Mary Reed 
President, Clarksville Community Development Corporation 

 
………. 



From:  

Sent: Monday, May 21, 2012 5:46 PM 

To: McGee, Alyson; Sadowsky, Steve; Haase, Victoria (Tori) 

Cc:  

Subject: 1703 Mohle ‐ NRD‐2012‐0048 

 

Dear Alyson etal; 

  

The Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association (BWNA) has been working with the architect, Stuart 

Sampley, and the Owners of the New Construction project at 1703 Mohle.  The owners have been very 

agreeable in discussing the original design and potential modifications with the Neighborhood 

Association.  They have already amended their elevations per suggestions from staff which are not the 

drawings included as back‐up at the present time. 

  

This spirit of cooperation has us hopeful that we can continue this dialogue between applicants and 

neighbors.  To that end, the Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association seeks a postponement of this 

matter so a mutually satisfactory solution can be achieved. 

  

The house is much taller than the current home pending demotion and that height without contextual 

detailing could look out of character with Bryker Woods.  Three story homes are not common to Bryker 

Woods and care needs to be taken in the detailing, minimalist or otherwise, to ensure compatibility.   In 

particular, the front porch, steps and railing lack the attention to detail characteristic of many Bryker 

Woods homes.   There were no materials or dimensions indicated on the last set of plans & elevations 

shown to BWNA.  The architect has indicated that limited amount of time between initial neighborhood 

contact and this hearing has limited their ability to fully flush this matter out.   We seek a postponement 

to give all parties time to work out these small but important details. 

  

Thank you, 

  

Derek Barcinski 

Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association 

 



































From:  
Sent: Friday, May 18, 2012 12:41 PM 
To: Haase, Victoria (Tori) 
Subject: Historic Case No.: HDP-2012-0119; Review Case No. PR-12-034041 
 
RE:  Propery located at 909 W. Johanna Street scheduled for demolition. 
 
Dear Tori, 
 
Per my phone call with you today, I am expressing my concerns regarding the above-
referenced demolition.   
 
The applicant, Annie Kim, sent a letter to me a couple months ago offering to buy my home, 
and also sent letters to both neighbors to the right and left who live next door to me.  It is 
obvious that Annie Kim is buying properties, demolishing old homes, and building new homes 
to sell at higher rates. There's no telling how many letters Annie Kim has mailed soliciting 
homes in my neighborhood since I only asked both of my neighbors.    
 
While this property is probably not considered historic, if Annie Kim keeps up her trend to buy 
older homes in our neighborhood and demolish them, she will in effect destroy the history of 
the Bouldin neighborhood. 
 
I live in a home built in 1929 at 813 West Mary Street and have resided there since 1996.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you need further information.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amy Weappa 
813 West Mary St. 
Austin, TX  78704 
 
(512) 493-9609 (day time) 
(512) 444-2126 (home) 
(512) 779-8889 (cell) 
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