


































































 South Central Coalition of Neighborhoods         Saturday, March 10, 2012 

Resolution Concerning the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan 

Whereas participants in the South Central Coalition of neighborhoods have reviewed the draft Imagine 

Austin Comprehensive plan (IACP), “the plan,” and  

Whereas the City Council has set community ‘Sustainability” as a primary objective of the plan, which 

we believe means that the plan should be sustainable from a environmental, quality of life, and 

economic perspective for our existing residents as well as for our growing population, and  

Whereas the plan indicates the desire of our community to preserve “Livability,” ensure “affordable” 

housing, protect the “quality of life” in our neighborhoods, “integrate” nature into our city, and deliver a 

prosperous future for our residents , and 

Whereas the plan focuses on attaining these objectives by a strategy of transforming Austin into a 

“Compact and Connected City” that encourages added density by infill development facilitated by better 

transit options, referred to as “Complete Communities,” and  

Whereas there has been no analysis of the “Compact/Connected/Complete Communities” strategy's 

ability to deliver on all of the objectives of the plan, especially with regard to preserving the quality of 

life in our neighborhoods and allowing existing residents to remain in our community, and  

Whereas within the plan, many priority programs and action items arising from the Compact / 

Connected / Complete Communities strategy are so vague and poorly defined that they cannot be used 

to make rational and effective policy that would meet the plan’s objectives, and  

Whereas only a very small number of the plan-process participants indicated that they wanted these 

priority programs and action items included in the draft plan, and  

Whereas many of these priority programs and action items appear to be inconsistent with existing 

neighborhood plans and are in direct conflict with preserving the protections our neighborhoods have 

now with the existing Land Development Code;  

Therefore, be it resolved that the South Central Coalition requests that the priority programs, action 

items, or related policies included in the attached list (found in Chapters 4 and 5 of the draft plan) be 

removed from the plan until such time as a full evaluation can ascertain the impact of these items on 

our neighborhoods. 

Be it further resolved that until this evaluation is completed, there should be no attempt to use the plan 

as a framework for rewriting the Land Development Code. 

 

Attested by Lorraine Atherton, ANC Sector 7 Representative to the South Central Coalition 



 

Items to be removed from the draft Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan 

The items listed below should be removed from the IACP until they are better defined, shown to be 

consistent with neighborhood plans or clarified on how they will not endanger the existing character of 

life in our neighborhoods, and proven by economic analysis to contribute to the availability of affordable 

housing and to ensure affordability for our existing residents by addressing cost-of-living concerns. 

Land Use and Transportation 

LUT 2  Promote diverse infill housing… 

LUT 4  Direct growth consistent with Growth Concept Map…. 

LUT 5  Create a regulatory environment to promote the redevelopment … 

LUT 8  Establish a regulatory environment that promotes ….. 

LUT 13   Create a system of high-capacity transit …. 

LUT 30   Create a regulatory environment to allow flexibility …. 

LUT 38   Change Building code and zoning codes …. 

Housing and Neighborhoods 

HN 1    Establish regulations and programs to promote … 

HN 3  Allowing for diverse housing types … 

HN 5   Incentivize and subsidize the construction of infrastructure… 

HN 11  Establish a regulatory framework to promote… 

Economy 

ECON 3  Create a regulatory framework to foster a business friendly environment by..   

  development incentives, simplifying and clarifying development review, more by-right  

  development, making development regulations more flexible 

General note: The items listed above also note under “Priority Programs” the following: “Revise Austin’s 

development regulations and processes to promote a compact and connected city.” No revisions to the 

existing Land Development Code or Building Code should be undertaken until such time as the items 

above are clearly defined and analyzed as to their scope and impact on Austin’s neighborhoods with 

regard to preserving their character, consistency with adopted neighborhood plans, ability to deliver 

affordable housing, and their impact on our cost of living and the ability of existing residents to continue 

to reside in their homes. 
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