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PPPPROPOSALROPOSALROPOSALROPOSAL    

Demolish a ca. 1946 house. 

    

AAAARCHITECTURERCHITECTURERCHITECTURERCHITECTURE    

One-story rectangular-plan hipped-roof ranch-style house with painted brick veneer siding, 

1:1 fenestration, a one-car integral garage, and a partial-width inset porch. 

RRRRESEARCHESEARCHESEARCHESEARCH    

The house was built in 1946-1947 by H.B. Clagett, a prolific local house-builder in Austin in 

the late 1940s and 1950s.  The first known owners and occupants were jack and Helen 

Newberry.  Jack Newberry was the assistant manager of the Texas Book Store at the time 

that he and Helen moved into this house around 1949.  In 1950, he opened the Tarrytown 

Pharmacy on Windsor Road, which he ran until 1973.  He and Helen moved out of this 

house in the late 1950s.  The next owner and occupant of the house was Josette M. Bigelow, 

the widow of William Bigelow.  Mrs. Bigelow was a French translator, and taught at the 

University of Texas.  In 1980, she married Michel Dassonville, a professor in the Romance 

Languages Department at the University of Texas.  Michel Dassonville is currently 

professor emeritus in the Department of Italian and French. 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF CCCCOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTSOMMENTS    

The house is beyond the limits of any City survey. 

SSSSTAFF TAFF TAFF TAFF RRRRECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATIONECOMMENDATION    

Release the demolition permit.  The house is a tract house built by a prolific local developer 

without the necessary historical significance to warrant individual landmark designation. 
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3607 Cherry Lane 
ca. 1947 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3607 Cherry Lane 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
June, 2012 
 
1992  Michel A. Dassonville, renter 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1985-86 Josette M. Dassonville, owner 

Associate professor, University of Texas 
Also listed is Michel Dassonville, a professor at the University of Texas. 

 
1981  Josette M. Dassonville, owner 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
  Also listed is Michel Dassonville, a professor at the University of Texas. 
 
1977  Josette M. Bigelow, owner 
  Widow, Bill Bigelow 
  Teacher, University of Texas 
  NOTE: Michel Dassonville is not listed in the directory. 
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1973  Josette M. Bigelow, owner 
  Widow, William Bigelow 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
  Also listed is Francois W. Bigelow, a carpenter 
 
1969  Josette M. Bigelow, owner 
  Lecturer, University of Texas 

Also listed are Francois and Jacqueline Bigelow; neither had an occupation 
listed. 

 
1964  Josette M. Bigelow, owner 
  Widow, Mose Bigelow 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1958  Jack D. and Helen B. Newberry, owners 
  Proprietor, Tarrytown Pharmacy, 3110 Windsor Road 

NOTE:  William and Josette Bigelow are listed as living at 1502 Juliet Street.  He 
was a staff assistant at the University of Texas; she was an instructor at Huston-
Tillotson College. 
 

1953  Jack D. and Helen B. Newberry, owners 
  Proprietor, Tarrytown Pharmacy, 3110 Windsor Road 
 
1949 Jack D. and Helen B. Newberry, owners 
 Assistant manager, Texas Bookstore, 2244 Guadalupe Street 
 
1947 The address is not listed in the directory. 
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Obituary of Jack Newberry 

Austin American-Statesman, March 27, 2003 
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Death notice of Josette Dassonville 

Austin American-Statesman, October 22, 2009 
 
NOTES: 
Josette Bigelow Dassonville was one of the translators from the French of Jean Louis 
Berlandier’s Journey to Mexico, 1826-1834.  Berlandier was the first botanist of record to work 
in West and South Texas.  She married Michel Dassonville in 1980; he is currently professor 
emeritus in the Department of Italian and French at the University of Texas. 
 
 

 
Building permit to H.B. Clagett for the construction of the house (1946) 
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Water service permit to H.B. Clagett (1946) 

 

 
Building permit to Josette Bigelow for the construction of a frame addition (1969) 

 
 

 

 

 


