
 

ORD SW Hauler Draft 062012 T. Kurtz Page 1 of 8 

ORDINANCE NO.  1 
 2 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15-6 OF THE CITY CODE 3 
RELATING TO PRIVATE SOLID WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE, 4 
REPORTING, VEHICLE AND CONTAINER LICENSING, AND EDUCATION.  5 
 6 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN: 7 
 8 
PART 1.  Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 1 of the City Code (General 9 
Provisions, §15-6-1 (Definitions) is amended to read: 10 
 11 
§15-6-1 DEFINITIONS.  12 
 13 
  In this chapter: 14 
 15 

[(1) COLLECTION SERVICE means scheduled collection and disposition 16 
of solid waste and recyclables.] 17 

 18 
(1) CODE COMPLIANCE means the Department of Code Compliance.   19 

 20 
(2) CODE COMPLIANCE DIRECTOR means the director of the 21 

Department of Code Compliance. 22 
 23 

(3)[1] COLLECTION SERVICE means scheduled collection and disposition 24 
of solid waste and recyclables. 25 

 26 
(4) CONTAINER means a permanent collection receptacle made to collect 27 

and contain solid waste. 28 
 29 

(5)[2] DEPARTMENT means the Austin Resource Recovery Department 30 
[of Solid Waste Services]. 31 

 32 
(6)[3] DIRECTOR means the director of the Austin Resource Recovery 33 

Department [of Solid Waste Services].  34 
 35 
(7) FACTORY DEMONSTRATION VEHICLE means a vehicle that meets 36 

the requirements of Section 15-6-72 and that a dealer provides to a 37 
licensee, as a prospective buyer, to operate and use for a period not to 38 
exceed 14 days. 39 

 40 
(8) HAZARDOUS WASTE means any solid waste identified or listed as a 41 

hazardous waste by the administrator of the United States Environmental 42 
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Protection Agency in accordance with the federal Solid Waste Disposal 43 
Act, as amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 44 
United States Code, §§ 6901 et seq.  45 

 46 
(9) LIQUID WASTE has the same meaning as the definition contained in 30 47 

Tex. Admin. Code § 330.3 48 
 49 
(10) MEDICAL WASTE has the same meaning as the definition contained 50 

in 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 330.3. 51 
 52 
(11)[5]PRIVATE SOLID WASTE COLLECTION means the business of 53 

collecting, removing, or transporting solid waste from any premises 54 
within the city for a fee.  55 

 56 
(12)[6] RECYCLABLE MATERIAL shall mean material that has been 57 

recovered or diverted from the nonhazardous solid waste stream for 58 
purpose of reuse, recycling, or reclamation, and a substantial portion of 59 
which is consistently used in the manufacture of products, which may 60 
otherwise be produced using raw or virgin materials.  61 

 62 
(13)[7] RECYCLING shall mean a process by which materials are collected, 63 

sorted, processed, or prepared into marketable commodities for 64 
manufacturing into new products.  65 

 66 
(14)[8] SOLID WASTE means rubbish, refuse, and other discarded 67 

materials.  68 
 69 

(15)[9] SOLID WASTE SERVICE means collection and disposal of solid 70 
waste, collection and processing of recyclable material, litter abatement, 71 
street cleaning, and household hazardous waste disposal.  72 

 73 
PART 2. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 1, of the City Code (General 74 
Provisions), §15-6-2 (Department Created) Subsection (A) is amended to read:  75 
 76 

(A) The Austin Resource Recovery department [of solid waste services] is created 77 
as a utility.  78 

 79 
PART 3. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3, of the City Code (Private Solid 80 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-41 (Applicability) is amended to add a new Subsection 81 
(5) to read:  82 
 83 

(5) vehicles hauling medical waste, liquid waste, or hazardous waste.  84 
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 85 
PART 4. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3, of the City Code (Private Solid 86 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-42 (Vehicles and Equipment) is amended to add new 87 
Subsections (F) and (G) to read:  88 
  89 

(F) A licensee under this article shall provide annual documentation of State of 90 
Texas vehicle inspection to Code Compliance at the time a license application 91 
is submitted to the Code Compliance Director under Section 15-6-51 (License 92 
Required).  93 

 94 
(G) A licensee that places a vehicle in service during the calendar year shall submit 95 

documentation required in Subsection (F) within thirty days of using the 96 
vehicle on City streets.  97 

 98 
PART 5. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3 of the City Code (Private Solid 99 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-44 (Reporting Requirements) is amended to repeal and 100 
replace Subsection (C) to read:  101 
 102 

(C) A licensee who provides solid waste collection service under Article 3 103 
(Private Solid Waste Collection Service) or recycling service under Article 5 104 
(Universal Recycling) shall file a report with Code Compliance.  The report 105 
shall be on a form provided by Code Compliance. The report shall be filed 106 
with Code Compliance semi-annually on or before the last business day in 107 
January and July of each calendar year. The report shall contain the following 108 
information:   109 
 110 

(1) the amount in tons of each of the following types of material hauled:  111 
 112 

   (a) solid waste;   113 
   114 
   (b) recyclables; and 115 
 116 
   (c) organic materials collected and transported to a receiving facility.  117 
 118 

 (2) other information required by Code Compliance. 119 
 120 

PART 6.  Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3 of the City Code (Private Solid 121 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-45 (Drivers) is amended to repeal and replace 122 
Subsection (A) so the entire provision reads as follows:  123 
 124 
       [(B)] A driver must have in effect all motor vehicle operators’ licenses required 125 

by the State of Texas.  126 
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 127 
PART 7. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3 of the City Code (Private Solid 128 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-46 (Notification of Change of Address or Ownership) is 129 
amended to read:  130 
 131 
§15-6-46 NOTIFICATION OF CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR OWNERSHIP. 132 
 133 

A licensee shall provide written notice to the [director] Code Compliance Director  134 
within [10] 60 days of a change in: 135 

  136 
 (1) the address or telephone number of the private solid waste collection service; or  137 
 138 

(2) the form of the business or executive officers of the private solid waste 139 
collection service; or  140 

 141 
(3) the name and address of the person designated to receive notices described in 142 

this article.  143 
 144 

PART 8. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3 of the City Code (Private Solid 145 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-52 (License Prerequisites) is amended to repeal and 146 
replace Subsection 1, add a new Subsection 2, and renumber accordingly to read:  147 
 148 

§15-6-52 LICENSE PREREQUISITES. 149 
 150 

The Code Compliance Director [director] may not issue an initial or renewal 151 
license under this article [to an applicant] unless the applicant includes with 152 
application:  153 
 154 
(1) the annual State of Texas vehicle inspection certifications as required in 155 

Section 15-6-42 (Vehicles and Equipment); 156 
 157 
(2) the [quarterly] semi-annual tonnage report as required in Section 15-6-44 158 

(Reporting Requirements); 159 
 160 
(3)[2] a certificate of insurance that conforms to Section 15-6-53 (Insurance); and  161 
 162 
(4)[3] the fee required under this article. 163 
 164 

PART 9. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3 of the City Code (Private Solid 165 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-53 of the City Code (Insurance) Subsection (C) is 166 
amended to read:  167 
 168 
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 (C) The insurance must have minimum limits of $250,000 per individual and 169 
$500,000 per occurrence for bodily injury and $100,000 for property damage or 170 
$[600,000]1,000,000 on a combined single limit basis. 171 

 172 
PART 10. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3 of the City Code (Private Solid 173 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-54 (Decal) is amended to amend Subsections (A) and 174 
(B) and add a new Subsection (C) to read:  175 
 176 

(A) The Code Compliance [d]Director shall issue a decal to a licensee for each 177 
refuse collection vehicle, each container included in the license, and each 178 
additional vehicle approved by the Code Compliance [d]Director under 179 
Section 15-6-42 (Vehicles and Equipment).   180 

 181 
(B) A licensee shall display the vehicle decal [in the upper passenger side corner of 182 

the front windshield] on both the driver and passenger side doors of the 183 
vehicle. 184 

 185 
 (C) A licensee shall display the container decal on the front face of every container 186 
       described in the license.  187 
 188 
PART 11. Chapter 15-6, Article 3 of the City Code (Private Solid Waste Collection 189 
Service), §15-6-55 (Temporary Decal) is amended to amend the title and to add new 190 
Subsections (D), (E), (F), and (G) to read:  191 
 192 
§15-6-55 TEMPORARY DECAL FOR NEW AND REPLACEMENT      193 

VEHICLES. 194 
 195 
(D) A licensee must obtain a permanent decal for a new vehicle placed in service 196 

more than 30 days before the end of the calendar year.  197 
 198 
(E) A factory demonstration vehicle is exempt from licensing and fee requirements 199 

if the vehicle is utilized less than 10 days, and the person provides two 200 
business days written notice to the Code Compliance Director. 201 

 202 
(F) The Code Compliance Director may exempt a licensee’s vehicles from decal 203 

requirements in this article if the licensee places the vehicle into temporary 204 
service due to an emergency as determined by the Code Compliance Director.  205 

 206 
(G) The Code Compliance Director shall issue a temporary decal to an applicant 207 

who complies with this section. 208 
 209 
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PART 12. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3, of the City Code (Private Solid 210 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-56 (License Fees) is amended to amend Subsections (C) 211 
and (E) and add new Subsections (F) and (G) to read:  212 
 213 

(C) A licensee shall pay the annual vehicle operating fee [quarterly, on or before 214 
the first day of January, April, July, and October of each year] on or before the 215 
last business day in January of each year. 216 

  217 
(E) A licensee shall pay the container fee quarterly. A licensee shall pay the 218 

accrued container fee not later than the [60th] 30th day after the end of the 219 
calendar quarter for which the fee is due.  220 

 221 
(F) The City may charge an additional fee to be set annually by City Council if the 222 

licensee does not pay the vehicle or container fee on or before the date it is 223 
due.  224 

 225 
(G) Containers and vehicles that are exclusively utilized and labeled for the 226 

collection of recyclables and have a blue recycling decal, are exempt from 227 
license fees. 228 

 229 
PART 13. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3, of the City Code (Private Solid 230 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-58 (License Revocation) is repealed and replaced to 231 
read:  232 
 233 
§15-6-58 LICENSE REVOCATION. 234 
 235 

(A) Code Compliance may revoke a license issued under this article if:  236 
 237 

(1) a licensee does not timely pay a fee or file a report required under this    238 
article; or  239 

 240 
(2) a licensee does not comply with this article. 241 

 242 
(B) Code Compliance shall provide the licensee with written notice and 243 

opportunity to protest before the license revocation.  244 
 245 
PART 14. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3, of the City Code (Private Solid 246 
Waste Collection Service), §15-6-59 (Appeal) is amended to add a new Subsection (A), 247 
amend Subsections (B), (C), (D) and (E), and renumber accordingly to read:  248 
 249 

(A)  If Code Compliance denies the issuance of a license, revokes a license, or 250 
refuses to renew a license, Code Compliance must provide written notice of 251 
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this action to the licensee with a copy of the procedures to appeal the Code 252 
Compliance decision.   253 

 254 
(B) [(A)]A person may appeal to the [city council a decision by the director or the 255 

city manager to] Code Compliance Director regarding the following actions: 256 
 257 
   (1) [deny] denial of a license; 258 
  259 
   (2) [revoke] revocation of a license; or 260 
 261 
   (3) [refuse] refusal to renew a license. 262 
 263 

(C)[B)] An aggrieved person must file an appeal with the [city clerk] Code 264 
Compliance Director not later than the [10th] 30th day after the decision is 265 
rendered. The person must include a written statement of the decision being 266 
appealed and the specific grounds for the appeal.  267 

 268 
(D)[C)] Not later than the 30th day after a person files an appeal with the [city 269 

clerk] Code Compliance Director’s office, [ the city council] the Code 270 
Compliance Director shall schedule a [hearing] meeting to consider the appeal.  271 

 272 
(E) [(D)] The [city council] Code Compliance Director may sustain, reverse, or 273 

modify the action appealed.  274 
 275 
(F)[E)] The Code Compliance Director’s decision may be appealed to the City 276 

Manager not later than 30 days after the decision of the Code Compliance 277 
Director. The City Manager’s decision regarding this appeal shall be final.  278 

 279 
PART 15. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3, of the City Code (Private Solid 280 
Waste Collection Service), is amended to add a new §15-6-60 (Prohibition) to read:  281 
 282 
§15-6-60 PROHIBITION. 283 
 284 

A vehicle that is not licensed under this article is not permitted to collect and haul 285 
solid waste or recyclables from any site in the City.  286 

 287 
PART 16. Chapter 15-6 (Solid Waste Services), Article 3, of the City Code (Private Solid 288 
Waste Collection Service), is amended to add a new §15-6-61 (Education) to read: 289 
 290 
§15-6-61 EDUCATION. 291 
 292 
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The Code Compliance Director shall establish a program to educate the public and 293 
solid waste haulers about this Chapter.  294 

 295 
PART 17. This ordinance takes effect on _________________, 2012. 296 
 297 
PASSED AND APPROVED 298 

§ 299 
§ 300 

                                        , 2012             § ___________________________ 301 
Lee Leffingwell 302 

Mayor 303 
 304 
 305 
APPROVED: __________________   ATTEST: ____________________ 306 

       Karen M. Kennard        Shirley A. Gentry 307 
          City Attorney              City Clerk 308 

 309 


