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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 30, 2012 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2012-0229 
4605 AVENUE C 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1951 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story rectangular-plan side-gabled frame house with a partial-width shed-
roofed over-door hood; paired 1:1 fenestration; vinyl shutters; Craftsman-style front 
door. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1951 by Austin police officer Henry Vorwerk, who with his 
wife Lorraine, lived here until the late 1950s.  The house was a rental unit in the 
early 1960s, then was purchased by Joe and Eleanor Miller, who lived here until the 
mid-1970s.  Joe Miller was a laundry worker, attendant, and driver at the Austin 
State School.  Joe Ersthaler and his wife Carol owned and occupied the house in the 
late 1970s – he was employed by Sears.  Sandra Turgeon, an employee of the 
University of Texas, owned and occupied the house in the early 1980s.  By the mid-
1980s, the house was a rental unit once again. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit.  The house has neither the architectural nor the 
historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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4605 Avenue C 
ca. 1951 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
4605 Avenue C 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2012 
 
1985-86 Diane Russell, renter 
  Student 
 
1981  Sandra Turgeon, owner 
  Employed by the University of Texas 

NOTE: The directory indicates that Sandra Turgeon was a new resident 
at this address. 

 
1977  Joe and Carol Ersthaler, owners 
  Employed by Sears 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Joe and Carol Ersthaler were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1973  Joe W. Miller, owner 
  Driver, Austin State School 
 
1969  Joe W. and Eleanor Miller, owners 
  Attendant, Austin State School 
 
1964  Joe W. and Eleanor Miller (not listed as owners) 
  Laundry worker, Austin State School 
 
1960  Denning and Roberta Wallace, renters 

Attendant, City of Austin 
 
1957  Henry B. and Lorraine Vorwerk, owners 
  City policeman 
 
1955  Henry B. and Lorraine Vorwerk, owners 
  City policeman 
 
1954  Henry B. and Lorraine Vorwerk, owners 
  City policeman 
 
1953  Henry and Lorraine Vorwerk, owners 
  City policeman 
 
1952  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Henry Vorwerk (no wife listed) is listed as living at 4607 Avenue 
C, the home of Leonard W. Kasiske.  He was a city policeman. 
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Obituary of Henry Vorwerk 
Austin American-Statesman, 

December 22, 2004



  C.3 - 6 

Henry Vorwerk appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the 4-year old son of Ben and 
Emma Vorwerk, tenant cotton farmers in rural Travis County near Manor. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Water service permit to Henry Vorwerk (1951) 
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Sewer connection application by Henry Vorwerk (1951) 

 


