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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
AUGUST 27, 2012
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2012-0257
2300 HOLLY STREET
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1917 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story rectangular-plan hipped-roof frame house with board-and-batten siding; partial-
width inset porch; single and paired 1:1 fenestration; corrugated metal roof. There is a one-
story rectangular-plan shed-roofed frame addition to the rear of the house with louvered
windows overlooking the back yard.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built around 1917, as the address first appears in the 1918
city directory, showing Thomas L. and Beulah Odell as the residents. Thomas L. Odell was
working as a helper in a new and second-hand furniture store prior to moving into this
house; the family lived here until around 1919 — the 1920 U.S. Census shows the Odell
family living in rural Bell County, Texas, where Thomas was farming. The house is listed
as vacant in the 1920 U.S. Census report, but by 1922, Richard L. Preece had purchased the
property. Members of the Preece family have owned and occupied the house since around
1921 until very recently. Richard L. Preece was a janitor at the University of Texas, a
position he held until his retirement around 1950. He and his wife Mary lived here until
they passed away — Mary Preece died in 1950; Richard Preece died in 1959. The house was
then occupied by their daughter, Lohma, who was married to Joe C. Miller, who died in
1966. Lohma Miller continued to live here until her death in 1989; the house was then
owned and occupied by Lohma Miller’s daughter, Lohma Ritcheson, who died in 2002.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) as a priority 2
for research.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the demolition permit after completion of a City of Austin documentation package
consisting of photographs of all four elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan of the house, and
a narrative history for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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LOCATION MAP

% CASE#: HDP-2012-0257
L] SUBJECTTRACT LOCATION: 2300 Holly Street
L . . ZONING BOUNDARY

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, enginesring, or surveying purposes. It doss not
represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relative location of property boundaries.

This product has been produced by the Flanning and Development Review Department for the Sole purpose of geographic reference. Mo wamanty is
made by the City of Austin regamding spacific accuracy or completeness.
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2300 Holly Street

ca. 1917
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
2300 Holly Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
July, 2012

1992 Houston I. and Lohma Ritcheson, owenrs
Painter
NOTE: The directory indicates that Houston and Lohma Ritcheson were new
residents at this address.

1985-86 Lohma Miller, renter
Retired
NOTE: The directory indicates that Lohma Miller was a new resident at this
address.

1981 Lohma Miller, owner
Retired

1977 Lohma Miller, owner
Widow, Joe C. Miller
No occupation listed

1972 Lohma Miller, owner
Widow, Joe C. Miller
No occupation listed

1969 Lohma Miller, owner
Widow, Joe C. Miller
No occupation listed

1963 Joe C. and Lohma Miller, renters
No occupation listed

1958 Richard L. Preece, owner
No occupation listed

1954 Richard L. Preece, owner
No occupation listed

1952 Richard L. Preece, owner
No occupation listed

1949 Richard L. and Mary L. Preece, owners
Janitor

1947 Richard L. and Mary L. Preece, owners
Janitor, University of Texas

1944-45 Julian and Nora Caro, owners
Welder
NOTE: Richard and Mary Preece are listed as living at 1613 Garden Street. He
was a janitor at the University of Texas.



1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

1924

1922

1920

1918

1916

Richard L. and Mary Preece, owners

Janitor, University of Texas

Richard L. and Mary Preece, owners

Janitor, University of Texas

Richard L. and Mary Preece, owners

No occupation listed

Richard L. and Mary Preece, owners

Janitor, University of Texas

Richard L. Preece, owner
No occupation listed

Richard L. Preece, owner
No occupation listed

Richard L. and Mary Preece, owners

Janitor, University of Texas

Richard L. and Mary Preece, owners

Janitor, University of Texas

Richard L. and Mary Preece, owners

Janitor, University of Texas

Richard L. and Mary Preece, owners

Janitor, University of Texas

Vacant
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NOTE: Richard L. and Mary Preece are listed as living t 58 Chicon Street; he

was a janitor at the University of Texas.

Thomas L. and Beulah Odell
No occupation listed

The address is not listed in the directory.

NOTE: Thomas L. Odell is listed as a helper to Frank Doughty, who had a new
and second-hand furniture store at 222 E. 6" Street. Odell lived at 1204 W. 22™

Street.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

THOMAS L. and BEULAH ODELL (ca. 1917 — ca. 1919)

T.L. and Beulah Odell appear in the 1920 U.S. Census for Bell County, Texas, where they lived
on a farm. T.L. Odell was then 42, had been born in Texas, and is listed as a farmer on a
Beulah Odell was then 38, had been born in Texas and is listed as a
housekeeper at home. They had two sons, Leslie, 17, and J.D., 15, as well as two daughters,
Nadine, 11, and Estelle, 8. Leslie was an aviator; the rest of the children were listed as farm
laborers. The 1940 U.S. Census report shows Tom and Beulah Odell living on a farm in Bell

general farm.

County.
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RICHARD L. and MARY PREECE (ca. 1921 — ca. 1959)

Richard and Mary Preece appear in the 1920 U.S. Census living at 58 Chicon Street, a house
they rented, with their daughter, Lohma. Richard Preece was then 42, had been born in Texas,
and was employed as a janitor at the University of Texas. Mary Preece was then 30, had been
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. Lohma Preece was almost 2 years old.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows the family living at 2300 Garden Street (although this is probably
Holly Street). They owned the house, which was worth $350. Richard Preece is listed as a
janitor at the University of Texas.
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Richard Preece’s World War | draft registration card shows that he was living at 58 Chicon
Street with his wife Mary, had been born in 1877, and worked as a laborer on sewer lines for the
City of Austin. The draft registration card also notes that he had a fractured skull.
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RICHARD L. PREECE A
* Rirhard Linmoin Preere. T of /)
© 2300 Holly Street, dird at hiw resi-
| dence Saturday night. lle was 3 /4
' retired emplove of the University, g
" of Texax and had been A resident !
' of Ausun since 1912, Preece wacle
"a member ol the Pentecostal(f
Church, the Modern Woodman of.
'.:;" World and the Royal Neigh- |
rs. .
Survivors include one daughter. . b
Mrs. Loma Bell Mueller of Aus- )
-hn. tua brothery, Willam Preece
and Ellis Preeoe buth of Volente, L
and o grandchildren. Lohma o 3
Muetler and Charlotte Gay le Muel-
tere both of ;'H.I\-Iirl ‘L
Funmeral serviers wil be held A
Monday o 2 pm at the Hyltine =
Mapor Funeral Home with the <
.Rev. Robert L. Weathers offici- ‘ol
ating_ Burtal will’ be i the Bag. A
dad Cemetery at Leander, ¥

Obituary of Richard L. Preece

r

bl

Austin American-Statesman, December 20, 1959
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b others. Fred Lohrga,n 0131'. Loma,
| Van Lohman, Horace Lohman, and
| Robert Lohmaii; all of Leander;
| three- sisters, Mrs. -F- L. Jones of
Cisco, Mrs, Will Colley of Leander
: mr-m:-r.r E. Ferr"il of Dallas,

Funeral services will be held at
the Hyltin-Manor Funeral Home
{ Monday at 2 p. m. "with "the Rev.|
Paul Ahmson and the Rev. ‘Walh.r
| MeCaslin officiating. - Burtal wilh

%;Maﬂdad_nr:ﬂm%m._
allbearers will be Charles Loh-

man, Louis Lohman, Joe Jones and

man, Rudclph Lohman, Fredie Loh-
IMac?_r Lunsford.

Obituary of Mary Preece
Austin American, November 6, 1950

~MARY-PREECE. . .. |
aneraj services for Mrs. Mary |
Preece, 81, were held at Hyltin- |
'aﬁa&r Yuneral Homs MomyEy af-"
ternoon.— e
Byrial mm&mﬂ.ﬂﬁﬁe ery |
with the Revs. Paul Ahnson and
WM@M& omdath:.g. e

L

Funeral notice for Mary Preece
Austin American, November 7, 1950
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LOHMA MILLER (ca. 1959 — ca. 1989) and KENNETH AND LOHMA RITCHESON (ca. 1989 -)
Lohma Miller was Richard and Mary Preece’s daughter, as evidenced from early census
reports. She lived in this house after her husband died, and until her death in 1989. Her
daughter, Lohma Jo Miller, married Kenneth Ritcheson and lived here from 1989 until her death

in 2002.

Lokma Belle Miller
Loama Bellte Miter, 7i, of Austin,
disd Tussdey, Seatembar 3§, 1929, ina
Shs was 5 meamber of o Baplst
Church and the Royal Neigh-
bors Luck Camp #4510,
She was in death by her
nusband, Joe C. hiller in 1988,
Survivors include her and
sonsindaw, Lohma J. end Heaneth
Rilcheson of Ausiin, Chariobie G. and -
Lee Cordell of Austin; pamm?; o5 Y
Houston Ritcheson, Leona Cordell, Lohma Jo (Miller) Ritcheson
Joshua Cordeli, Jesse Condell, and Lohma Jo (Millers Ritcheson, 49,
Jeremiah Cordell. passed awav on Saturday, December
services Wil be haid at ZHHZUU.'!_ atter a sudden heart artack
Funeral Fan- Lohma was devorad o her family
lmmmﬂwm and tricnds She will be tremendous-
eral mlﬂ !Il’ll end Edward Moo v missed  She was emploved by
Donahue Travis County Extension-Expanded
mmwﬂ%‘h‘ Im Nutrition Program tor 20 wapre- ’
mma was preceded in deat v
Arroogements by Hyiiin-iansor Fun her tather, mother and two infanmt
wmmnmanmm sisters
47653817, CSunivors include her husband.
Obituary of Lohma Miller, the daughter of fenacths hur sm. Ifashsuing h"‘;
; daughter. Veromca,  and  hushand
) R|c_hard and Mary Preece Paul. her erandchildren, 1lelena, Za-
Austin American-Statesman, September 28, chany and Riley her sister. Charlotte
1989 'lll"‘dh her mother-in-law.  Jewd
1Itvheson %

The funcrat service will be held
1000 am on Tuesdav. Decemnber 31,
2002, in the Memorial Chapel of
Cook-Walden/Capital Parks Funcral
lome with Reverend Don Long
offiviaiing The interment will follow
in the  Austin Memorial  Park
Cemeteny i}

Memorial Contributions mav be
made to the Chanity of Your Chaoice

Comr )
mn. 14501 N IH 35
cCopmmiPads 512,251-4118

Obituary or Lohma Ritcheson, the daughter
of Lohma Preece Miller and grand-daughter
of William and Mary Preece
Austin American-Statesman, December 31,
2002




