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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 22, 2012 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2012-0309 
2208 GOODRICH AVENUE 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1939 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, front-gabled and 
round-arched entry and paired 6:6 fenestration.  
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in 1939; the first occupants were Floyd and Margot 
Peel, who lived here until around 1941.  Floyd Peel was originally from LaGrange, Texas, 
where his family had a funeral home and furniture store; Floyd was a carpenter/contractor 
in Austin, and also maintained his family’s businesses in LaGrange.  Margot Peel was a 
native of Sweden, and was active in the funeral home business in her later years, serving as 
secretary-treasurer of Peel and Son Funeral Home in Austin.  Floyd Peel died in 1983; 
Margot Peel died in 2003. 
After the Peels moved around 1941, the house was owned and occupied by Edgar and Ima 
Lee Lind, who lived here until around 1951.  Edgar Lind was the son of a Swedish-born 
switchman for the International and Great Northern Railroad; the family lived at 95 
Trinity Street for many years.  Young Edgar became an auto mechanic, and worked for the 
Thomson Motor Company, which later became Harry Kelly Motors, which sold and serviced 
Dodge, DeSoto, and Plymouth cars. 
Ben and Marie Matlock lived here from around 1951 to around 1961; he was a native of 
Hays County, Texas, who worked as a nurseryman in Falfurrias and then moved back to 
Austin and was a pressman for the American-Statesman for many years.  Rufus C. and 
Dorothy Stovall owned and occupied the house from the late 1960s through the late 1970s; 
he was the son of an East Austin grocer who went into real estate; Rufus C., Jr. was a 
carpenter on a county road construction crew according to the 1940 U.S. Census; he and 
Dorothy were retired when they lived in this house.  The house became a rental unit in the 
1980s and has remained so to the present. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any city survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package 
consisting of photographs of all elevations of the building, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history of the structure.  The owners have contacted house moving contractors, 
who do not believe that the house can be relocated due to structural problems, and the 
house does not meet the criteria for individual landmark designation. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2008 Goodrich Avenue 
ca. 1939 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2008 Goodrich Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
September, 2012 
 
1992  John S. Trainer, renter 

Administrative tech, Espey Huston, environmental consultants, 916 S. Capitol of 
Texas Highway. 

 
1985-86 Scott Trainer, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Scott Trainer was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
1977  Rufus C. and Dorothy M. Stovall, Jr., owners 

Retired 
 
1973  Rufus C. and Dorothy M. Stovall, Jr., owners 

Retired 
 
1968  No return 
 
1962  Vacant 
 
1957  Ben P. and Marie Matlock, owners 

Pressman, Austin American-Statesman 
 
1952  Ben P. and Marie Matlock, owners 

Pressman, Austin American-Statesman 
NOTE:  Edgar and Ima Lee Lind are also listed at this address in the main 
section of the directory; he was a mechanic for Harry Kelly Motors. 

 
1949  Edgar J. and Ima L. Lind, owners 

Mechanic, Harry Kelly Motors, DeSoto and Plymouth cars, 201 W. 5th Street. 
 
1947  Edgar J. and Ima L. Lind, owners 

Mechanic, Harry Kelly Motors, DeSoto and Plymouth cars, 201 W. 5th Street. 
 
1944-45 Edgar J. and Ima L. Lind, owners 

Mechanic, Harry Kelly Motors, DeSoto and Plymouth cars, 201 W. 5th Street. 
 
1941  Floyd I. and Margaret Peel, owners 

Carpenter 
1940  Floyd I. and Margot Peel, renters 
  Carpenter 
 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Floyd and Margaret Peel are not listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  Edgar and Ima Lind are listed as living at 1005 Holly Street; he was a 
carpenter. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
FLOYD and MARGARET PEEL (ca. 1939 – ca. 1941) 
Floyd and Margaret (Margot) Peel are listed in the 1940 U.S. Census report at this address, 
along with their son, Billy Floyd.  The Floyds owned the house, which was worth $350.  Floyd 
Peel was then 36, had been born in Texas, and was a carpenter.  Margot Peel was then 35, and 
had been born in Sweden.  Their son, Billy Floyd, was 8, and had been born in Texas.  The 
1930 U.S. Census report shows that Floyd Peel was living in the home of his sister, Thelma 
Stewart, at 207 E. 33rd Street.  He was an auto mechanic.  

 
 

 
Death notice for Floyd Peel 

Austin American-Statesman, May 17, 1983 
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Obituary of Floyd Peel 

Austin American-Statesman 
May 18, 1983 

 
 

 



 D.3 - 7 

 
Obituary of Margot Peel 

Austin American-Statesman, March 2, 2003 
 
 
 
EDGAR AND IMA LEE LIND (ca. 1941 – ca. 1951) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Edgar and Ima Lee Lind living at 1910 Goodrich Avenue, a house 
they owned, and which was worth $6,000.  Edgar Lind was then 39, had been born in Texas, 
and was an automobile mechanic.  Ima Lee Lind was then 25, had been born in Texas, and had 
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no occupation listed.  The couple had no children listed in the census report.  The 1930 U.S. 
Census report shows Edgar Lind as the son of Hillma Lind, a 56-year old Swedish-born widow, 
living at 95 Trinity Street with her 5 children:  Viola, the oldest at 31, was an operator for the 
railroad. Edgar, then 29, was an auto mechanic, Otto, 27, was a railroad switchman, Esther, 25, 
was a telephone operator, and Thelma, 18, had no occupation listed.  The 1920 U.S. Census 
report shows that the Lind family was living at 95 Trinity Street. The family patriarch, Emilie Lind, 
born in Sweden, was a switchman for the International and Great Northern Railroad.  Edgar 
Lind, then 19, was listed as an auto mechanic. 
 
 

 
Edgar Lind’s World War I draft registration card shows that he was living at the family home at 
95 Trinity Street, and was a mechanic. 
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Obituary of Edgar Lind 

Austin American-Statesman, August 24, 1975 
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Obituary of Ima Lee Lind 

Austin American-Statesman, January 3, 2002 
 
 
 
BEN and MARIE MATLOCK (ca. 1951 – ca. 1960) 
Ben Matlock appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as a single lodger in the home of Clarence and 
Edyth Glass at what appears to be 210 E. 9th Street in Austin.  Ben Matlock was born in Texas 
and worked as a pressman for the newspaper.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Ben Matlock as a 
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roomer at the Palace Hotel in Falfurrias, Texas, which was run by M.H. Atkins.  Matlock is listed 
as a nurseryman at a nursery.  The 1900 U.S. Census reveals that Ben Matlock was the son of 
General and Ida Matlock, farmers in Hays County, Texas. 
 

 
Obituary of Ben Matlock 

Austin American, January 25, 1973 
 
 
 
RUFUS C. and DOROTHY STOVALL, JR. (ca. 1969 – ca. 1980) 
Rufus and Dorothy Stovall appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as residing at 816 W. 11th Street, a 
place they rented.  Rufus was 29, had been born in Texas, and was a carpenter on a county 
road construction crew.  Dorothy Stovall was 28 and had been born in Texas.  They had 2 
young daughters.  Rufus C. Stovall, Jr. was the son of Rufus C. Stovall, Sr., an East Austin 
grocer turned real estate man, and his wife, Emma. 
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Obituary of Rufus Stovall, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, June 15, 1982 
 
 
PERMITS: 
 

 
Sewer connection application by Edgar Lind (1941) 

NOTE:  There are no building or other utility service permits for this address. 
Hi Steve, 
 
As Tori and I discussed, I’ve had David Rodewald, Matt with Come and Take It and Junior Brown out to look at 
moving the house.  All echoed the same concerns, which are: 
 
Height – roof might have to come off for transport due to overall height 
Roof – roof lines cross and roof framing was removed for attic conversion, making it hard to move without 
significant disassembly.  
Attic Conversion – 2’ stair would never meet code and entire conversion would have to be removed for building 
permit. 
Subfloor – no subfloor under hardwoods 
Fireplace – bisects living room framing.  Framing would have to be repaired on removal. 
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Bathroom – 80’s remodel not to code, pop out addition on slab, louvered window installed sideways 
Hallway – hall width reduced below 36” on diagonal, not to code. 
Front door – stained glass is not part of door per photos 
 
The combination of interior configuration and condition, along with the significant carpentry necessary to 
disassemble and reassemble the home, including removal of roof, make it a bad candidate for relocation, according 
to them.  It can be moved, but the cost and damage would be prohibitive.  David would not even give me an estimate 
for moving it as a result.  Please feel free to contact these guys directly for more information, as I’m not well versed 
in these issues.  I am still trying to find someone who would be willing to take the house, but do not have any takers, 
including posting to the neighborhood listserve.  I’ve attached photos to illustrate the above concerns.  Please let me 
know if you need any additional information or would like to view the interior of the home prior to Monday’s 
meeting.  I will be there at the meeting as well.   Please reply to confirm receipt, as this many attached photos might 
not go through. 
 
Thanks, 
scott 
 
 
E-mail from Scott Turner, applicant 

 
 
 


