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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 26, 2012 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

2004 ALTA VISTA AVENUE 
HDP-2012-0344 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1936 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story wing-and-gable plan frame residence with a partial-width inset porch; original 
fenestration has been replaced. 
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1936, although there is a water service permit 
for this address dating from 1934.  The first known owners and occupants of the house were 
Emmett and Elba May Shelton, who lived here from around 1936 to 1943.  Emmett Shelton 
was an attorney with his older brother, Polk Shelton; they had offices in the Norwood 
Building.  Shelton was also the developer of Westlake Hills, and spent his later years in a 
house on Bridle Path and then in Westlake on Skyline Drive.  The Emmett Shelton low-
water crossing bridge over Lady Bird Lake at Westlake Hills was named for him in 1989.  
After the Sheltons moved out, the house was rented by Jelks and Mildred Castellaw until 
around 1947.  Jelks Castellaw was a native of Tennessee who had been a dry goods 
merchant in Ennis, Texas and then the secretary of the county fair in Ennis.  By 1940, his 
first wife, Rosalie, had passed away, and he was a lodger in the home of Mildred Robertson 
in Gilmer, Texas, where Jelks was the editor of the newspaper.  Jelks and Mildred married 
and rented this house in the mid-1940s, when Jelks was publishing the Texas Livestock 
Journal.  He died in San Antonio in 1966. 
By 1947, the house had been purchased by Harold and Lelia Gondolf.  Harold Gondolf was 
a native of New Orleans, and had been a professor of pathology at Tulane University, and 
later at the University of Mississippi.  He and Lelia moved to Austin in the mid-1940s, and 
Dr. Gondolf established the Clinical Pathology Laboratory in the Capital National Bank 
Building (Norwood Tower).  He died at his desk in 1949.  Lelia Gondolf, herself a medical 
professional, continued to operate the Clinical Pathology Laboratory, and live in this house.  
In 1953, she married Wilbourn Weaver, a native of Santa Anna, Texas, who began work 
with the U.S. Weather Bureau after his service in World War II.  He retired from the 
Weather Bureau in 1974.  Lelia Weaver died in 1993; Wilbourn Weaver died in 2000. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any city survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package 
consisting of photographs of all elevations of the house, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history of the property.  The house has had architectural modifications over the 
years, including the replacement of original fenestration, and does not have the requisite 
historical and architectural significance to warrant individual designation as a historic 
landmark. 



 D.2 - 2 
LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 D.2 - 3 

2004 Alta Vista Avenue 
ca. 1936 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2004 Alta Vista Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2012 
 
1992  Wilbourn and Lelia D. Weaver, owners 
  Retired 
 
1987  Wilbourn and Lelia D. Weaver, owners 
  Retired 
 
1983  Wilbourn and Lelia D. Weaver, owners 
  Retired 
 
1976  Wilbourn and Lelia D. Weaver, owners 
  Retired 
 
1970  Wilbourn and Lelia D. Weaver, owners 
  Meteorologist, U.S. Weather Bureau 
 
1965  Wilbourn and Lelia D. Weaver, owners 
  Meteorologist, U.S. Weather Bureau 
 
1961  Wilbourn and Lelia D. Weaver, owners 
  Meteorologist, U.S. Weather Bureau 
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1958  Wilbourn and Lelia D. Weaver, owners 
  Meteorologist, U.S. Weather Bureau 
 
1954  Lelia D. Gondolf, owner 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Wilbourn and Lelia Weaver are also listed at this address; he was a 
meteorologist with the U.S. Weather Bureau. 

 
1949  Lelia Gondolf, owner 
  Widow, Harold J. Gondolf 

Proprietor, Clinical Pathological Laboratory, 810-11 Capitol National Bank 
Building. 
NOTE:  Wilbourn Weaver (no wife shown) is listed as an assistant meteorologist 
with the U.S. Weather Service living at 700 E. 44th Street. 

 
1947  Harold J. Gondolf (no wife listed), owner 

Physician and proprietor, Clinical Pathological Laboratory, 810-11 Capitol 
National Bank Building. 

 
1944-45 Jelks S. and Mildred Castellow, renters 
  Publisher, Texas Livestock Journal, 612-14 Lavaca Street. 

NOTE:  Harold J. and Leah Gondolf are listed as living at 506-A W. 14th Street; 
he was a physician and the proprietor of Clinical Pathological Laboratory, 810-11 
Capitol National Bank Building. 

 
1942  Emmett H. and Elba Shelton, owners 

Partner (with Polk Shelton), Shelton & Shelton, lawyers, 1211 Norwood Building. 
 
1939  Emmett H. and Elba Shelton, owners 
  Lawyer, 605 Norwood Building 
 
1937  Emmett H. and Elba Shelton, owners 
  Lawyer, 605 Norwood Building 
 
1935 The address is not listed in the directory.  Emmett and Elba Shelton are listed as 

living at 2105 Newton Street; he was a lawyer with offices at 605 Norwood 
Building. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
EMMETT and ELBA MAY SHELTON (ca. 1936 – ca. 1943) 
The 1940 U.S. Census report shows Emmett and Elba Shelton as the owners of this house, 
which was worth $3,500.  They had two sons, Emmett, Jr., 9, and Gilbert, 6.  Emmett Shelton 
was then 35, had been born in Texas, and was a lawyer in private practice.  Elba May Shelton 
was then 29 and had been born in Texas.  She had no occupation listed. 
 
Emmett and Elba Shelton appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as renting a duplex at 503 E. 9th 
Street in Austin.  Emmett is listed as an attorney.  The 1920 U.S. Census shows Emmett 
Shelton as the 14-year old son of John and Willie Shelton, who lived at an indecipherable 
address in Austin.  John Shelton was a lawyer.  Polk Shelton, with whom Emmett had a law 
practice while living in this house, was Emmett’s older brother; he is listed in the 1920 census 
report as a university student. 
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Obituary of Emmett Shelton 
Austin American-Statesman, March 1, 2000 

 

 
Obituary of Elba May Shelton 

Austin American-Statesman, October 1, 1976 
 

 
JELKS and MILDRED CASTELLAW (ca. 1943 – ca. 1946) 
Jelks Castellaw appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as a lodger in the home of Mildred Robertson 
in Gilmer, Texas.  Jelks Castellaw was then 49, had been born in Tennessee, and was a 
newspaper editor.  Mildred Robertson was then 44, and had been born in Kentucky.  She had 
no occupation listed.  She had a 17-year old son, Paul, who had been born in Texas.  Besides 
Jelks Castellaw, Mildred Robertson  had two other lodgers, Herbert Roark, a 29-year old 
Texas,-born assistant supervisor for the Farm Security Administration, and James Berry, 18, 
who had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Jelks and Rosalie Castellaw residing in a rented house in Ennis, 
Texas, where Jelks was the secretary of the county fair.  They had two children.  The 1920 U.S. 
Census shows Jelks and Rosalie Castellaw residing in Ennis, Texas, where Jelks was a dry 
goods merchant.  Jelks Castellaw died in Bexar County, Texas in August, 1966.  There was no 
obituary in the Austin newspapers. 
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Jelks Castellaw’s World War I draft registration card shows that he was born in Tennessee, and 
was then a married merchant in Ennis, Texas. 
 
HAROLD J. and LELIA GONDOLF (ca. 1947 – ca. 1949) 
Harold J. and Leah Gondolf appear in the 1930 U.S. Census for New Orleans, Louisiana along 
with their two children and Leah’s three sons.with a surname of Moore.  The children of Harold 
and Leah Gondolf were John, 10, and Shirley, 12.  The three Moore children were Austin, 22, a 
stenographer, Gustave, 20, a stock clerk for an automobile company, and Thomas, 19, who 
worked for an oil company.  At the time of the 1930 census report, Harold J. Gondolf was 39, 
had been born in Louisiana, and was a doctor.  Leah Gondolf was 41 and had been born in 
Louisiana.  She did not have an occupation listed. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Harold and Leah Gondolf in New Orleans with their daughter, 
Shirley, and the three Moore children.  Harold Gondolf was listed as a physician.  No other 
family members had an occupation listed. 
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Harold Gondolf’s World War I draft registration card shows that he was a native of New Orleans, 
and was employed as a physician by Tulane University.  He was married. 
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Obituary of Harold J. Gondolf 

Austin American, June 4, 1949 
 
WILBOURN and LELIA WEAVER (ca. 1949 – ca.1993) 
Wilbourn Weaver appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as the 31-year old son of Eula Weaver, a 
widow in Santa Anna, Texas.  Wilbourn Weaver was born in Texas and was a clerk in a drug 
store.  The household consisted of Wilbourn, his mother, his maternal grandmother and 
maternal aunt.  Wilbourn was the only household member with an occupation listed.  The 1920 
U.S. Census reveals that Wilbourn Weaver was the son of Burgess Weaver, a bank cashier in 
Santa Anna, Texas. 
 
 



 D.2 - 14 

 
Obituary of Lelia Gondolf Weaver 

Austin American-Statesman, June 11, 1993 
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Obituary of Wilbourn Weaver 
Austin American-Statesman, June 22, 2000 
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Water service permit to James Girard for this address (1934).  There is no record of James 
Girard living at this house. 
 

 
 
 

Building permit to Wilbourn Weaver to add a front porch and addition to the kitchen (1962)  


