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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 26, 2012 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

714 WEST JOHANNA STREET 
HDP-2012-0345 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1939 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan hipped-roof frame house with a partial-width flat-roofed 
independent porch on plain, square wood posts.  Modern replacement fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1939 by Thomas and Rebecca Hopper, who had been living next door 
at 712 West Johanna Street.  Thomas Hopper was a cattle buyer, who had previously 
worked for the city utility department.  Rebecca Hopper is listed as the owner of the house 
in the 1944-45 city directory, and was a chauffeur; Thomas Hopper is listed in the directory, 
but without an occupation, and living at 203 Red River Street.  Neither Thomas nor 
Rebecca Hopper are listed in the 1947 city directory, so it may be inferred that Thomas and 
Rebecca Hopper divorced in the mid-1940s, and Rebecca Hopper married John O. 
Monaghan, with whom she is listed in the 1947 directory.  However, Thomas Hopper died 
in 1949, and was survived by his widow, Reba, but this may not be Rebecca Hopper. 
Rebecca Hopper is listed in the 1947 city directory as the wife of John Monaghan; he and 
Rebecca owned and occupied the house until the early 1950s.  According to the obituaries of 
Thomas Hopper and Rebecca Monaghan, it is clear that Rebecca Hopper later became 
Rebecca Monaghan, based upon the names of their children, which appear in both 
obituaries.  Following the occupancy of the Monaghans, the house was then a rental unit 
until the early 1960s, when it was purchased by Tomás and Mary Longoria, who lived here 
through the 1990s.  Tomás Longoria was a carpet layer. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin documentation package 
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative 
history of the property for archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has neither 
the architectural nor the historical significance to warrant individual designation as a 
historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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714 West Johanna Street 
ca. 1939 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
714 West Johanna Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2012 
 
1992  Tomas and Mary A. Longoria, owners 
  Carpet layer 
 
1987  Tomas and Mary A. Longoria, owners 
  Carpet layer 
 
1983  Thomas and Mary A. Longoria, owners 
  Carpet layer 
 
1976  Thomas and Mary A. Longoria, owners 
  Mechanic, Fashion Floors, Inc., 5304 North Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1970  Thomas and Mary A. Longoria, owners 
  Helper, Fashion Floors, Inc., 5304 North Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1965  Thomas and Mary A. Longoria, owners 
  Installer, W&W Floor Covering, 1714 South Congress Avenue. 
 
1961  Garland B. and Gladys Skaggs, renters 
  Employed by Superior Dariies, 600 E. 1st Street. 

NOTE:  Thomas and Mary A. Longoria are listed as living at 1211½ W. 5th Street; 
he was a mechanic for Modern Floors, 819 E. 53½ Street. 

 
1958  Roy L. and Virginia French, renters 
  Roy:  U.S. Air Force 

Virginia: Office secretary, Sam H. Clinton, Jr., lawyer, 1011 San Jacinto 
Boulevard. 

 
1954  Lewis E. and Wynona Wells, renters 
  Driver, Sunset Motor Lines, freight, 704 Shady Lane. 
 
1949  John O. and Rebecca Monaghan, owners 
  Student 
 
1947  John O. and Rebecca Monaghan, owners 
  Driver, no place of employment listed 
 
1944-45 Rebecca Hopper, owner 
  Chauffeur 
  NOTE:  John O. Monaghan is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Thomas A. Hopper is not listed in the directory. 
 
1942  Thomas A. and Rebecca Hopper, owners 
  Cattle buyer 
 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 
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NOTE:  Thomas A. and Rebecca Hopper are listed as the owners of 712 West 
Johanna Street; he was a cattle buyer. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
THOMAS and REBECCA HOPPER (ca. 1939 – ca. 1946) 
Thomas and Rebecca Hopper appear in the 1940 U.S. Census report at this address, a house 
they owned, and which was worth $1,000.  Thomas A. Hopper was then 48, had been born in 
Texas, and was a cattle buyer.  Rebecca Hopper was then 31 and had been born in Texas.  
They had two young daughters.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Thomas and Rebecca Hopper 
living at 1903 Holly Street in Austin, a house they owned.  Thomas Hopper was a laborer for the 
city water department. 
 
 
 
 

 
Obituary of Thomas A. Hopper 

Austin American, January 5, 1949 
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JOHN O. and REBECCA MONAGHAN (ca. 1946 – ca. 1953) 
 

 

 
Obituary of John O. Monaghan 

Austin American-Statesman, March 19, 1989 
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Obituary of Rebecca Hopper Monaghan 

Austin American-Statesman, October 4, 2004 
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Sewer connection application by Kuntz-Sternenberg Lumber Company for this address (1933) 

 

 
Building permit to Thomas A. Hopper for the construction of this house (1939) 


