
February 15, 2013

City of Austin | Environmental Board Variance Application Guide 1

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD VARIANCE APPLICATION FORM

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Applicant Contact Information

Name of Applicant

Street Address

City State ZIP Code

Work Phone

E-Mail Address

Variance Case Information

Case Name

Case Number

Address or Location

Environmental Reviewer
Name

Applicable Ordinance

Watershed Name

Watershed Classification

☐Urban ☐ Suburban ☐Water Supply Suburban

☐Water Supply Rural ☐ Barton Springs Zone

Edwards Aquifer Recharge
Zone

☐ Barton Springs Segment ☐ Northern Edwards Segment

☐ Not in Edwards Aquifer Zones
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Edwards Aquifer
Contributing Zone

☐ Yes ☐ No

Distance to Nearest
Classified Waterway

Water and Waste Water
service to be provided by

Request
The variance request is as follows (Cite code references:

Impervious cover

square footage:

acreage:

percentage:

Existing

________

________

________

Proposed

_________

_________

_________

Provide general

description of the

property (slope

range, elevation

range, summary of

vegetation / trees,

summary of the

geology, CWQZ,

WQTZ, CEFs,

floodplain, heritage

trees, any other

notable or

outstanding

characteristics of the

property)

Clearly indicate in what

way the proposed project

does not comply with

current Code (include

maps and exhibits)
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FINDINGS OF FACT

As required in LDC Section 25-8-41, in order to grant a variance the Land Use Commission must make

the following findings of fact:

Include an explanation with each applicable finding of fact.

Project:

Ordinance:

A. Land Use Commission variance determinations from Chapter 25-8-41 of the City Code:

1. The requirement will deprive the applicant of a privilege or the safety of property given to
owners of other similarly situated property with approximately contemporaneous development.

Yes/No [summary of justification for determination]

2. The variance:

a) Is not based on a condition caused by the method chosen by the applicant to develop the
property, unless the development method provides greater overall environmental
protection than is achievable without the variance;

Yes/No [summary of basis for determination]

b) Is the minimum change necessary to avoid the deprivation of a privilege given to other
property owners and to allow a reasonable use of the property;

Yes/No [summary of basis for determination]

c) Does not create a significant probability of harmful environmental consequences; and

Yes/No [summary of basis for determination]
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3. Development with the variance will result in water quality that is at least equal to the water
quality achievable without the variance.

Yes/No [summary of basis for determination]

B. Additional Land Use Commission variance determinations for a requirement of Section 25-8-393
(Water Quality Transition Zone), Section 25-8-423 (Water Quality Transition Zone), Section 25-8-453
(Water Quality Transition Zone), or Article 7, Division 1 (Critical Water Quality Zone Restrictions):

1. The criteria for granting a variance in Section A are met;

Yes/No [summary of basis for determination]

2. The requirement for which a variance is requested prevents a reasonable, economic use of the
entire property; and

Yes/No [summary of basis for determination]

3. The variance is the minimum change necessary to allow a reasonable, economic use of the
entire property.

Yes/No [summary of basis for determination]

**Variance approval requires all above affirmative findings.
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A

Exhibits for Board Backup and/or Presentation

o Aerial photos of the site (backup and presentation)

o Site photos (backup and presentation)

o Aerial photos of the vicinity (backup and presentation)

o Context Map—A map illustrating the subject property in relation to developments in the

vicinity to include nearby major streets and waterways (backup and presentation)

o Topographic Map - A topographic map is recommended if a significant grade change on

the subject site exists or if there is a significant difference in grade in relation to

adjacent properties. (backup and presentation)

o For cut/fill variances, a plan sheet showing areas and depth of cut/fill with topographic

elevations. (backup and presentation)

o Site plan showing existing conditions if development exists currently on the property

(presentation only)

o Proposed Site Plan- full size electronic or at least legible 11x17 showing proposed

development, include tree survey if required as part of site or subdivision plan (backup

and presentation)

o Environmental Map – A map that shows pertinent features including Floodplain, CWQZ,

WQTZ, CEFs, Setbacks, Recharge Zone, etc. (backup and presentation)

o An Environmental Assessment pursuant to ECM 1.3.0 (if required by 25-8-121) (backup

only)

o Applicant’s variance request letter (backup only)


