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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 25, 2013 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

2318 W. 7TH STREET 
HDP-2012-0037 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1948 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, irregular-plan side-gabled, frame house with a projecting double-bay section to 
the left of the front entry, and a semi-detached rectangular-plan, side-gabled, one-bay 
section to the right of the main block of the house; single 1:1 fenestration; partial-width, 
shed-roofed independent porch. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1948 by Ernest Strandtmann, a local builder.  The first known 
owners and occupants were Donald E. and Ernestine Riggs.  Donald E. Riggs was a 
salesman for Western Auto when he and Ernestine moved into this house; he then worked 
as a salesman for Sani-Products of Texas, a potato chip company, until his death in 1965.  
Ernestine Riggs continued to live in the house until the early 1970s.  It was a rental unit 
through the mid-1970s, when it was purchased by Peggy Holt, a nurse at Seton Hospital, 
who lived there until the early 1990s; when she married Almad Hassan in the early 1990s, 
they lived together in this house. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit.  The house has neither the architectural nor the historical 
significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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2318 W. 7th Street 
ca. 1948 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2318 W. 7th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2013 
 
1992  Almad and Peggy L. Hassan, owners 
  Almad:  No occupation listed 
  Peggy:  Nurse, Seton Hospital 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Almad and Peggy L. Hassan were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1985-86 Peggy L. Holt, owner 

No occupation listed 
 
1981  Peggy L. Holt, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1977  Gary Collins, renter 
  Supervisor, Municipal Golf Course 
 
1973  Michael C. and Sue Dreisner, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1969  Ernestine Riggs, owner 
  Widow, Donald Rigs 

Cashier, City Corporation Court 
 
1966  Ernestine Riggs, owner 
  Widow, Donald Riggs 
  No occupation listed 
 
1962  Donald E. and Ernestine Riggs, owners 
  Supervisor, Sani Products of Texas, potato chips, 1623 Toomey Road. 
 
1958  Donald E. and Ernestine Riggs, owners 

Supervisor, Sani Products of Texas, potato chips, 1623 Toomey Road. 
 
1954  Donald E. and Ernestine Riggs, owners 

Salesman, Sani Products of Texas, potato chips, 1623 Toomey Road. 
 
1952  Donald E. and Ernestine Riggs, owners 

Salesman, Sani-Products of Texas, potato chips, 810 W. 5th Street. 
 

1949  Donald E. and Ernestine Riggs, owners 
Salesman, Sani-Products of Texas, potato chips, 810 W. 5th Street. 

 
1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Donald E. and Ernestine Riggs lived at 4705 Avenue H; he was a 
salesman for Western Auto, 501-03 Congress Avenue. 
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Obituary of Donald E. Riggs 

Austin American, December 14, 1965 
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Funeral notice for Donald E. Riggs 

Austin American, December 15, 1965 
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Obituary of Ernestine Riggs 

Austin American-Statesman, November 3, 1999 
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Building permit to Ernest Strandtmann for the construction of this house with an attached 

garage (1948) 
 

 
Water service permit to E.D. Leisman for this address (1948) 
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Sewer service permit to E.E. Leisman for this address (1948) 

 
A bedroom, bathroom, and closet were added to the house in 1987. 
 

 


